
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                                          September 5, 2021 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS:  
Mon-Thu: 9:00AM-3:00PM 
The office will be closed each day 
from 11:30 am - 12:30 pm. 
Fri: 9:00AM - 12:00PM 
Sat-Sun: Closed 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 8AM & 10:30AM  
 

DAILY MASSES: 
MON, TUES, WED, * , FRI & 
SAT AT 8AM 
*COMMUNION SERVICE: 
THUR AT 8AM 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM 

770 Deerfield Rd.  Highland Park, IL 60035                              847-433-0130 

SATURDAYS 5:00 PM  
SUNDAYS  10:30AM MASS   

Watch it live!! 

JOIN US  BY  
CLICKING THE LINK:   

https://vimeo.com/icparish 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, September 4 
8:00am:  Living & Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  John DeRose 
Thomas Lecaros 
Mary Belmonti 
 

Sunday, September 5 
8:00am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
10:30am:  Anna Cortesi 
Anna & Mario Marsiglio 
 

Monday, September 6 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
 

Tuesday, September 7 
8:00am:  Liliana Lamberti 

Wednesday, September 8 
8:00am:  Carmine DeRose 
 
Thursday, September 9 
8:00am:  Maria Pia Guigli 
 

Friday, September 10 
8:00am:  George Emmett Phoenix 
 

Saturday, September 11 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Giorgio Santi 
Rosemary Casey Brundage 
 

Sunday, September 12 
8:00am:  Margaret Vena 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 

MASS LECTOR 

Saturday, September 11    5:00 PM Cheryl O’Hare 

Sunday, September 12    8:00 AM Mary Roberts 

Sunday, September 12   10:30 AM Faith Griswold 

Saturday, September 18    5:00 PM Celeste Moresco 

Sunday, September 19    8:00 AM Angie Nutter 

Sunday, September 19   10:30 AM Kay Elli 

Holy Cross Parish 



Father Mike’s Homiletter – September 5, 2021 Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Scripture:   Isaiah 35:4-7a;  Psalm 146:7-10;  James 2:1-5;  Mark 7:31-37 
 

Labor Day – the unofficial end of summer.  Many schools have resumed and most others will be starting in a 
few days.  Our Prep program will be resuming in two weeks – for those who have not yet done so, it’s time to 
register.   
 

The holiday honors the work we do, especially the manual labor we do with our hands.  For many years, 
manual labor was regarded as for those who could do no better.  Yet who among us isn’t desperate for the 
workman or woman who can repair the car, restart the furnace or air conditioning, unclog the drain or stop 
the leak, replace the roof or re-wire the switch, when any of those things does not work as expected?  In this 
Covid year, we have gained a new appreciation of those who kept our grocery stores and hospitals open, our 
transportation systems operating, our other public services available.  We have a shortage of trained people 
to do those jobs these days, and it is felt in the delays in getting projects started and “Now Hiring” signs in 
many business windows.   
 

The Church teaches that all honest work is good, and our skills, however valuable and while part of who we 
are, do not change the fact that we are children of God.  After all, God Himself, in the person of Jesus Christ, 
was a carpenter, a Nazorean tradesman.  Jesus has brought honor to all honest labor, and we owe our brother
-tradesmen respect for their skill and expertise, and the acknowledgement that no one is more valuable to 
God than they are.  Tradespeople work hard, and are entitled to appropriate compensation which will allow 
them to live in dignity.  St. James makes the point in saying we should not favor the affluent over the poor – 
God chose the poor to make many of His points on earth.  At the time, wealth was seen as a sign of God’s 
favor, and Jesus’ approach – to share the life of the poor - was a challenge to received “wisdom.”   
 

Often the disparate treatment of others is a reflection of fear – sometimes obvious to us, sometimes sub-
conscious.  We act superior to others because we are afraid we are not – we’re just ordinary mortals.  
Sometimes we fear we are in over our heads – so we bluster and bully our way through whatever is at issue.  
Sometimes the poor remind us too clearly of how uncertain life can be – a truth which is uncomfortable to 
face.  We prefer to think of the hungry and homeless as lazy, unskilled, drug- or alcohol-addicted, mentally ill 
– it makes us feel safer to tell ourselves we are none of those things, so we will be “all right.”  Frequently, 
those who are in need are just like us – one bad decision or one bit of bad luck is all that put them on the road 
to trouble.   
 

Isaiah says we should “fear not” – God is present with us.  St. Julian of Norwich assures us that “all manner of 
things will be well.”  Isaiah paints a picture of the ideal kingdom – one which turns our usual perceptions 
upside down – water in the desert indeed.  Our Gospel describes Jesus’ cure of a deaf man with a speech 
defect in Gentile territory.  He tells the people who brought the man to him not to talk about the cure, but of 
course, they do.  They are astonished at His power, grateful to have it among them, but I wonder if there isn’t 
some fear underneath the wonder.  As to the man who was cured, imagine his sense of freedom – unable to 
hear or speak, he was locked inside himself.  Suddenly, he’s free and can participate in the life before him.  
How grateful he must have been to this itinerant tradesman.   
 

Fear often gets in the way of our efforts to be our best selves.  Fear that we won’t get what we want, won’t be 
successful, or won’t be well thought of can drive us to be harsh, competitive, arrogant, condescending.  Isaiah 
is on the right track – fear not!  As we face uncertainty or challenge, we can place them at the foot of the 
Cross.  Jesus trusted in the Father that His death would serve a purpose.  We too can trust in the Father:  our 
difficulties can serve a purpose.  Our job is to look for the hand of God in them, place our hand in His, and 
join our brothers and sisters on the road to the kingdom awaiting us.   
 

Peace!   
 

Father Mike  
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RUMMAGE SALE THANK YOU 
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Special thanks to all those who helped with this year’s rummage sale – 
whether as donors, sorters, staffers, cashiers, or in other 

roles.  Operating effectively and safely this year presented unique 
challenges and we are very grateful to all who helped present a 

successful sale.  Our Gross Sales exceeded $21,000!!!  
 

Many hands make light work!     



RUMMAGE SALE THANK YOU 
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2021-2022 classes begin for students in grades K-8 on 9/19/21 at 9 a.m.   
Please use the link below to register and view the class calendar.  

 

https://www.icparish.org/Prep-Registration 
 

Any questions, please contact Barb via email at PREPOffice@icparish.org 
 

We are excited to see all our new and returning families this fall! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATECHISTS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Sunday mornings 9:00-10:15 

Wednesday evenings 6:30-8:00 
 

Please contact Barb at  
Prepoffice@icparish.org if you are interested 
and available in joining our team by serving  

as a catechist or substitute. 
 

THANK YOU! 

For all our current and past religious education 
students and students everywhere, please know 
you’re in our thoughts and prayers as you begin 
your new academic school year!  Whether you’re 
in grade school, high school, college or beyond, 

YOU’VE GOT THIS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

- Barb Cegielski,  
Director of Religious Education 

AROUND THE PARISH 
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PRAYER SHAWLS 
 

A Prayer Shawl is a 
shawl that has been 
crocheted or knitted 
in different 
patterns.  It is around 
24” by 62” with some 
being narrower or longer.  They can be  
requested for, or by, anyone experiencing 
a medical or physical need.  They can be blessed 
and come with a prayer to help comfort and 
ease any suffering.   There is no cost, however, 
donations can be made to purchase more yarn 
to continue this ministry. 
 
If you would like a Prayer Shawl, arrangements 
can be made for delivery or pickup.  Please 
contact Mary Roberts at  847-445-7483.  

 

 

Food for Thought… 
 
 
 

The past must be abandoned to 
God’s mercy, the present to our 
fidelity, the future to divine 
providence.   
 

-St. Francis de Sales  

Around the parish 

In observance of 

Labor Day 
Our offices will be closed 
Monday, September 6 
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  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Immaculate Conception, Highland Park, IL B 4C 01-1396

ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an 
ad today! nderkacz@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2436



  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Immaculate Conception, Highland Park, IL A 4C 01-1396

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an 
ad today! nderkacz@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2436




