
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                       September 19, 2021 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS:  
Mon-Thu: 9:00AM-3:00PM 
The office will be closed each day 
from 11:30 am - 12:30 pm. 
Fri: 9:00AM - 12:00PM 
Sat-Sun: Closed 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 8AM & 10:30AM  
 

DAILY MASSES: 
MON, TUES, WED, * , FRI & 
SAT AT 8AM 
*COMMUNION SERVICE: 
THUR AT 8AM 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM 

770 Deerfield Rd.  Highland Park, IL 60035                              847-433-0130 

SATURDAYS 5:00 PM  
SUNDAYS  10:30AM MASS   

Watch it live!! 

JOIN US  BY  
CLICKING THE LINK:   

https://vimeo.com/icparish 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, September 18 
8:00am:  Dr. Thomas W. Tully 
5:00pm:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
 
Sunday, September 19 
8:00am:  Otto Cortesi 
10:30am:  Gaspare DeLuca 
Elzbieta Roza Rdzka 
Silvo Nudo 
 
Monday, September  20 
8:00am:   Dr. Thomas Tully 
 
Tuesday, September 21 
8:00am:  Caterina Giunta 
Domenico & Maria Giunta 
Giancarlo Martella  
 
Wednesday, September 22 
8:00am:  George Phoenix 

Thursday, September 23 
8:00am:  Maria Pia Guigli 
 
Friday, September 24 
8:00am:  Gaspare DeLuca 
 
Saturday, September 25 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  David Geubelle 
Yolanda & Michael Bernardi 
Nelda Workman 
 
Sunday, September 26 
8:00am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
10:30am:  Dorando Rinaldi 
Dr. Thomas Tully 
 

MASS LECTOR 

Saturday, September 25          5:00 PM Steve Hauer 

Sunday, September 26            8:00 AM Bryan Green 

Sunday, September 26          10:30 AM Cheryl O’Hare 

Saturday, October 2                 5:00 PM Modi Obochi 

Sunday, October 3                    8:00 AM Angie Nutter 

Sunday, October 3                  10:30 AM Dan Mortier 



Father Mike’s Homiletter – September 19, 2021 Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
Scripture:   Wisdom 2:12, 17-20;  Psalm 54:3-4, 5, 6-8;  James 3:16 – 4:3;  Mark 9:30-37 
 
Fall is a beautiful season which has an underlying peace which I find most satisfying.  The bursts of color and 
growth which come with spring and summer are over, school has resumed and the extra activities of summer are 
mostly over.  Fall basks in nature’s rich colors and a deepening sense of completion in nature.     
 
Our readings today bring us deeper into the reality of Jesus’ teaching: the lessons have more to do with our interior 
disposition than outer appearances.  In the first reading, the “wicked” can’t tolerate the criticism of God’s prophet.  
In their righteousness, they decide to attack the critic, relying on God to save him if he is truly one of God’s 
prophets.  They are so correct, they do not see that they are actually testing God, daring Him to protect the one they 
find obnoxious.   They have lost focus:  instead of real, sincere concern for doing what is right, they have become 
focused on being perceived as right.  Instead of concern for God’s good opinion, they have become focused on the 
good opinion of others, including themselves, and won’t consider that they might be in the wrong.  Their minds 
have closed, and on exactly the wrong thing.   
 
St. James cautions about this mindset:  beware of envy and “selfish ambition.”  It’s not all about us.  If our actions 
produce conflict, we need to re-evaluate things:  are we acting in the interests of others, unselfishly, generously?  
Seeking the wrong things is likely to result in turmoil, not peace.  If we seek to satisfy the least kindly tendencies of 
our nature at the expense of others, rather than act with love and generosity, we will not find peace.  If we keep 
our minds focused on our ultimate goal  – eternal union with God – and let that guide us, we will have the peace of 
knowing we are on the right road, and the odd “pothole” will not distract us.   
 
Our Gospel demonstrates very clearly how easy it is to get distracted:  after journeying with Jesus through the 
Gentile territory of the Decapolis, Jesus travels back into Galilee, where He has been welcomed, and returns to 
Capernaum.  Along the way, Jesus had described His coming struggle with the authorities in Jerusalem, and His 
ultimate death and Resurrection.  The disciples didn’t get it, and apparently didn’t want to get it – they were afraid 
to ask questions about what they didn’t understand.  Instead, they were discussing who was the most important in 
their group.  We all learn to identify who is the leader of an effort – who has the most knowledge, energy, and has 
been tasked with making sure a particular job gets done.  But the disciples were asking “Who is the greatest?”  I 
wonder what characteristics they thought went into making someone “the greatest”.   
 
But Jesus knew they weren’t focused on the right thing.  Even though they didn’t tell Him what they had been 
talking about when He asked, He knew.  By now, they are inside the house, probably St. Peter’s house in 
Capernaum, and Jesus explained where they went wrong:  trying to identify who would be first in the new order.  
Jesus is very clear that the new order would be exactly that – unlike the past.  It would not be those in fine clothes, 
with authority and glamor who would be first, but rather those who were at the end of the line, cleaning up the 
mess, doing all the tasks that no one wanted to do: caring for the poor, sheltering the homeless, protecting the 
widow and orphan, soothing the sick and dying.  He uses a child as the example.  At that time, society paid little 
attention to children because they were of very little use:  they could not work, they did not have any resources of 
their own – they were just extra mouths to feed.  But Jesus says that’s where our efforts should be focused – on 
those who can do us no good – but who have an inherent value because God made and loves them.  He has put 
something of Himself into every human being, and it is our job to find it, and highlight it for others.  And when we 
find that divinity in others, we will find it in ourselves.  When we are truly with those in most need  in love and 
concern, we will find Jesus, and the Father and the Spirit with Him.   
 
Peace!   
Father Mike  
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AROUND THE PARISH 
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Dear Fellow Parishioners,  
 
I hope this message finds you all well and healthy! As you know, we had to cancel Corks & Forks last 
year due to the Covid crisis, but we were hoping that this year we could pick up the tradition again. A 
date has been booked with Bella Via, Saturday November 13th.  
 
However, with the new Delta variant intruding in our daily existence, I would like to check with the 
congregation to see what the feelings are about proceeding.  
 
The concept for this year would differ from previous years: rather then having a walk-around wine 
tasting and a buffet-style dinner, we were considering a sit-down wine tasting dinner. I am suggesting a 
three or four course meal, each course accompanied by one or two wines. This way you could book a 
table with friends and family, be seated with people you are comfortable with, while still enjoying the 
camaraderie of our wonderful parish community. We would also restrict this event to immunized 
individuals or require a recent covid test. 
 
We would like to hear back from you to determine if there is enough interest in this concept to proceed. 
We don’t need a firm commitment at this time, just an indication of your sentiments towards this event.  
We are looking for a “show of hands” from all of you to gauge interest in planning this year’s event. 
Your response is very important.  Please email Natalie Hennigan at the parish office 
nhennigan@icparish.org to let us know if you may be interested.   
 
Thank you very much and God bless! 
 
Hans van Overbeek        

CORKS & FORKS 



Food for Thought… 
 
The whole world cannot rob of its peace the soul 
who really rests in God’s love…because genuine 
love of God in God is for the soul a rampart that 
no violence can break down.  Christ’s peace is a 
rock…. 

 
-Blessed Paul Giustiniana  

AROUND THE PARISH 
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CATECHISTS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Sunday mornings 9:00-10:15 

Wednesday evenings 6:30-8:00 
 

Please contact Barb at  
Prepoffice@icparish.org if you are interested 
and available in joining our team by serving  

as a catechist or substitute. 
 

THANK YOU! 
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ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an 
ad today! nderkacz@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2436
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an 
ad today! nderkacz@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2436
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PREP 

A wonderful time was had by all during the Back to PREP Meet and 
Greet on Wednesday. It has been exactly 1 1/2 years since we have 
been in the classroom.  It was an exciting and bittersweet time, but 
mostly exciting as in person classes resume 9/19. We had a 
wonderful turnout as students met their catechist, saw their 
classroom and classmates. It truly felt as if no time had passed 
since we were last together.  
 

We ended our time together with a prayer service and blessing in 
church with Father McMahon.  


