770 Deerfield Rd. Highland Park, IL 60035

847-433-0130

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

SATURDAYS 5:00 PM
SUNDAYS 10:30AM MASS
Watch it live!!
WEEKEND MASSES:
SATURDAYS AT 5PM
SUNDAYS AT 8AM & 10:30AM
DAILY MASSES:
MON, TUES, WED, * , FRI &
SAT AT 8AM
*COMMUNION SERVICE:
THUR AT 8AM
RECONCILIATION:
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM
HOLY HOUR:
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM

September 26, 2021

JOIN US BY
CLICKING THE LINK:
https://vimeo.com/icparish

OUR PARISH MISSION
STATEMENT:

CONNECT:
PHONE: (847) 433-0130

To be an inspired
and holy Catholic
community of faith that
embraces the challenges
of being a vibrant
parish in today’s
society.

ONLINE:
www.icparish.org
OFFICE HOURS:
Mon-Thu: 9:00AM-3:00PM
The office will be closed each day
from 11:30 am - 12:30 pm.

Fri: 9:00AM - 12:00PM
Sat-Sun: Closed
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Fr. Michael F. McMahon
frmcmahon@icparish.org
PASTOR EMERITUS
Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy
DEACON
Louie Vignocchi
deaconlouie@icparish.org
OPERATIONS MANAGER
Natalie Hennigan
nhennigan@icparish.org
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
(PREP)
Barb Cegielski
prepoffice@icparish.org
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE
Mary Nelsen
mnelsen@comcast.net
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA
Ann Moorman
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music
Juli Brubaker
jbrubaker@icparish.org
Gina Masland
gmasland@icparish.org
BULLETIN EDITOR
Julie Salako
bulletin@icparish.org

PARISH COUNCIL

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Julie Harrigan
Steve Kriss
Luisa Lara
Miriam Trogi

Donna Falzone
Mark Gryl

mass intentions
Saturday, September 25
8:00am: Deceased Parishioners of
Immaculate Conception Parish
5:00pm: David Geubelle
Yolanda & Michael Bernardi
Nelda Workman
Sunday, September 26
8:00am: Parishioners of Immaculate
Conception Parish
10:30am: Dorando Rinaldi
Dr. Thomas Tully
Monday, September 27
8:00am: Francis Sheahen
Tuesday, September 28
8:00am: Domenica & Antonio
DeMarco

Thursday, September 30
8:00am: John DeRose
Maria Lanaque Velasquez
Friday, October 1
8:00am: Lino Trapani
Domenico & Maria Giunta
Saturday, October 2
8:00am: Rose Matthews
5:00pm: Gilbert Kosirog
Jim Loizzo
Sunday, October 3
8:00am: Marsiglio Family
Anna Cortesi
10:30am: Parishioners of Immaculate
Conception Parish

Wednesday, September 29
8:00am: Gilda DeRose
MASS

LECTOR

Saturday, October 2

5:00 PM

Modi Obochi

Sunday, October 3

8:00 AM

Angie Nutter

Sunday, October 3

10:30 AM

Dan Mortier

PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF
Celia Nares
cnares@icparish.org

June D. Merkel
(mother of Kristin (John) Muntean)
January 14, 1927 - September 21, 2021
May the faithful departed rest in peace.
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Father Mike’s Homiletter – September 26, 2021 Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture: Numbers 11:25-29; Psalm 19:8, 10, 12-14; James 5:1-6; Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48
Autumn officially began this week, and several days brought temperatures which made it clear that the
calendar was changing. At least it signals we are getting toward the end of the road construction season. The
United Nations welcomed representatives of most of the nations of the world to hear the thoughts of several
world leaders as the organization begins a new year of deliberations and development work.
Our readings echo the idea that “All are welcome” in the effort to build God’s kingdom. Our first reading
begins just after Moses has told God that he really can’t cope with such a “stiff-necked” people as the Israelites
– they are wearying him beyond bearing. In response, God tells Moses to bring 70 elders of the people to the
meeting tent and He will address the issue. Moses does as he is commanded. God comes down in a cloud and
takes some of the spirit which rested on Moses and bestows it on the 70 elders, who immediately begin to
prophesy. The hitch is that two men who had not come to the meeting tent, but had remained in the camp,
also begin to prophesy. This was reported to Moses, whose aide, Joshua, urged him to stop them. Moses was
wiser – he told the “reporter” and Joshua that he wished all the Lord’s people were prophets and had
absorbed a share of the Lord’s spirit. He welcomed anyone who would help build God’s kingdom and guide
God’s people.
Over a thousand years later, Jesus tries to teach the same lesson. In our Gospel, one of the Twelve, John,
reports to Jesus that they had seen someone expelling demons in Jesus’ name, and tried to stop him because
he was not one of “us,” though it seems they didn’t succeed in stopping the unsanctioned activity. Jesus is
quick to say “Don’t try to stop him” – if he is using my name in expelling demons, in doing good, he’s on our
side, and he won’t criticize us. Further, anyone who does as little as giving you a drink of water in my name
will be rewarded. Jesus goes on to defend the simple people who do good in His name: causing one of the
little ones who believe in Christ to sin should be punished severely. He also says that if you are led into sin by
your hand, foot or eye, you would be better off without them than to be consigned to Gehenna in one piece.
Gehenna was the Jerusalem garbage dump, and in prior times the site of offerings to the pagan gods – a
genuinely hellish place to any sincere Jew. Jesus is saying that anyone who helps to build the kingdom on
earth is welcome – His church is not an exclusive club, and all are welcome to help. Just as Moses realized it
was not all about him, Jesus is really saying the same thing: it’s the mission that matters.
St. James gives us a picture of what happens to those who pursue the wrong mission: however wealthy they
become, that wealth will decay, and if the gains were ill-gotten, they will testify against their owner. God will
hear the cries of those who have been treated unfairly, and the rich who have lived luxuriously and deprived
others of what is theirs will be punished. This week’s Psalm assures us that God’s law is perfect and uplifting
to the soul and the Psalmist assures God that he makes an earnest effort to follow it. Undoubtedly, we too can
say we try hard to do the right thing. Still, human as we are, there are undoubtedly times when we are
unaware of the unkindness we display or the harm which results from our actions. But the Psalmist goes on
to ask God to cleanse him of his “unknown faults” – those habits we are not aware of, or cannot bring
ourselves to acknowledge – so that he can be truly blameless and innocent. That idea catches my attention,
and I think praying for help with our own unknown faults could be a good task for us as we begin a new
season. Then it will be God’s kingdom which is “under construction” - in our hearts.
Peace!
Father Mike
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AROUND THE PARISH

CORKS & FORKS
Dear Fellow Parishioners,
I hope this message finds you all well and healthy! As you know, we had to cancel Corks & Forks last
year due to the Covid crisis, but we were hoping that this year we could pick up the tradition again. A
date has been booked with Bella Via, Saturday November 13th.
However, with the new Delta variant intruding in our daily existence, I would like to check with the
congregation to see what the feelings are about proceeding.
The concept for this year would differ from previous years: rather then having a walk-around wine
tasting and a buffet-style dinner, we were considering a sit-down wine tasting dinner. I am suggesting a
three or four course meal, each course accompanied by one or two wines. This way you could book a
table with friends and family, be seated with people you are comfortable with, while still enjoying the
camaraderie of our wonderful parish community. We would also restrict this event to immunized
individuals or require a recent covid test.

We would like to hear back from you to determine if there is enough interest in this concept to proceed.
We don’t need a firm commitment at this time, just an indication of your sentiments towards this event.
We are looking for a “show of hands” from all of you to gauge interest in planning this year’s event.
Your response is very important. Please email Natalie Hennigan at the parish office
nhennigan@icparish.org to let us know if you may be interested.
Thank you very much and God bless!
Hans van Overbeek
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AROUND THE PARISH
Special Birthday Celebration
100 years

Food for Thought…
I worry until midnight and from then on I let
God worry.
Blessed Louis
Guanella

Ms. Alma Morelli celebrated her 100th birthday on
September 19th. In 1921, Alma was born in the province
of Modena, Italy. At the age of 7, Alma, along with her
parents and older sister they came to America, arriving
in Ellis Island. Alma has lived in the Chicago area her
whole life, including Highwood and Highland Park.
She is a devoted parishioner at the Immaculate
Conception Church in Highland Park and in her “younger
“ years was very active in local charities and always a
caring supporter for all her nieces and nephews.

CATECHISTS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Sunday mornings 9:00-10:15
Wednesday evenings 6:30-8:00
Please contact Barb at
Prepoffice@icparish.org if you are interested
and available in joining our team by serving
as a catechist or substitute.
THANK YOU!
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AROUND THE PARISH
Meditation Garden
Update
We’ve been busy
planting for fall, but can
use some help. Please
save the date and come
plant bulbs with us on
October 21 at 2:00. All
are welcome! We also

welcome any
daffodil bulb
donations.

Please come join us! Any questions contact
Midge Berardi at midgeberardi@comcast.net or
224-619-5864.

Would It Be Easier For You
To Give Online?
GiveCentral makes it fast, easy and convenient for you to
give online. You can give directly on the website so there
is no need to install and upgrade software. You have the
flexibility of using GiveCentral on your computer,
smartphone and tablet.
If you are interested in using Give Central and have
questions please email Natalie nhennigan@icparish.org or
call the parish office and we would be happy to assist
you!!!
Please log on to www.GiveCentral.org and sign up!
Your continued support makes IC possible.

Thank you!!!

Do you know what happens when
we exceed our goal?
100% of payments in excess of our parish goal*
is returned to us as a rebate! Parishes pay no
Archdiocesan assessment on Annual Catholic
Appeal Rebates. Thank you for your generosity!

Donor Count 62
2021 Goal $28,740.53
Amount Pledged $28,820.00
Amount Paid $26,130.00
Balance Due $2,690.00
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PREP
Prep classes began on 9/19 which
was also Catechetical Sunday.
Father McMahon blessed all our
wonderful catechists at the 8:00
Back to PREP mass.
Immediately following mass,
students and catechists returned to
in person class.

It was an exciting and special day. It
didn’t seem like any time had
passed since we were last able to be
in class together 18 months ago!

Morning warm up during the Sign of the Cross.

2nd graders being very attentive as they learn about all the
wonderful things planned during their very special
sacramental year.

Blessing of our wonderful and dedicated catechists.
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Practicing Prayers in 3rd Grade
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Jim Berardi, Parishioner
DiVinci Painters, Inc.
1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate
847-266-1295
www.divincipainters.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an
ad today! nderkacz@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x2436

ORPHANS OF
THE STORM

Complete service for your
home’s plumbing system

Adopt a Friend for Life
Adoptions

• Water Heaters

• Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps

• Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains

• Gas Piping

• Backup Systems

• Toilet Repair

• Disposals

• Sewers Televised

• Repiping

• Fixture upgrades

11am-5pm
7 Days

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

847.945.0235
Call on us for full service tree care

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years.
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide
quality tree care services you deserve.

RIVERWOODS
www.orphansofthestorm.org
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Immaculate Conception, Highland Park, IL
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KELLEY & SPALDING
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATORY

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Family Owned and Operated for
3 Generations

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

847-432-5570

(847) 831-4260

475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Highland Park, IL

Se Habla Español

LAKE FOREST

Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

ACUTE CARE

Complete Auto & Truck Repair

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Foreign & Domestic
Emission Testing Repair

Mark Mass, MD

A/C Recharge
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

1025 Everett Road

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net

847.234.7950

2086 First St., Highland Park

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com
RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

847-433-4862

Banking for you and
the next generation
We’ve come a long way over the years.
While we still offer the same friendly
service from our personal bankers, we
now also offer mobile and online banking,
bill pay and so much more. We are the
community bank that grows along with
our community.

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an
ad today! nderkacz@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x2436

BILL SCHNEEBERGER
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
Faux Finishing
Wall Papering
Light Carpentry
Interior/Exterior

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re
ready to bank with you and the following
generation for years to come.
Contact one of our Bankers today and let
us show you what we can do for you.

847-498-6237
Northbrook

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK
1835 First Street
847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK
633 Skokie Boulevard
847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM
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