
WELCOME TO HOLY FAMILY CHURCH! 
NEW PARISHIONERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO 

REGISTER! 
WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday | 4:00PM 

Sunday | 8:00AM& 11:00AM 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Tuesday, 8:00AM | St. Mary Church 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday | 8:00AM 
(when school is in session, the Friday Mass will be 

held at the school at 8:30AM) 

CONFESSIONS 
Each Saturday from 3:00PM - 3:30PM  

or anytime by appointment. 

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA DEVOTIONS 
Tuesday after Mass (St. Mary Church) 

ADORATION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Every Wednesday following  
8:00AM Mass until 7:00PM 

Divine Mercy Chaplet & Prayers | 3:00PM 
Our Mother of Perpetual Help  

Devotions & Benediction | 7:00PM 

PARISH OFFICE  
Office hours: Monday - Friday | 8:30AM - 5:00PM 

Phone: 877-7158 | Fax: 877-7105 
Fr. Jeff Holtman, O.F.S., Pastor  

877-7158 | frjeff@holyfamilyhawks.net 
Emergency of health or death  

after office hours call 709-7116 
Deacon Neil Suermann, O.F.S.  

877-7158 | deaconsuermann@gmail.com 
Mrs. Bertha Koerper, Director for the Office  

for Stewardship and Discipleship  
ext. 21 | 

bertha.koerper@holyfamilycatholicgc.org 
Sr. Jacklyn Pritchard, C.D.P.,  
Pastoral Minister | ext. 26 

Ms. Erin Boyer, Parish Secretary  
ext. 27 | eboyer@holyfamilycatholicgc.org 

Deacon Neil Suermann, Director R.C.I.A. 
Deacon Michael Meinhart 

Mrs. Nancy Diak, PSR Coordinator 
Mr. Gary Kasprovich, Sacristan 

Mr. Joseph Hartsoe, Church Maintenance 
Mr. & Mrs. Woody & Rita Halbrook, Youth 

Ministers 
Joyce Taff, Parishes’  

Safe Environment Coordinator 
Gloria Rains, St. Anne Sodality 

Jerome Boyer, Men’s Club 

HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL 
School Office: 877-5500 

Holy Family Learning Center  
(Day Care/Pre-School)  

Phone: 877-0001 
Mrs. Marge Pennell, School Principal  

& Exec. Director-Learning Ctr. 
Mr. Jeff Miller, School Maintenance 

CALVARY CATHOLIC CEMETERY 
2910 S. State Route 157, Edwardsville, IL 

618-656-5464 
Fr. Jeff Holtman, Cemetery Manager 

Mike Melton, Building & Grounds Supervisor 
Cathy Maham, Office Manager 

 
DIOCESEAN CHILD ABUSE REPORTING AND 

INVESTIGATION 
Diocese of Springfield in Illinois | 217-321-1155 

Holy Family Catholic Church 
2606 WASHINGTON AVENUE GRANITE CITY, IL 62040 

WWW.HOLYFAMILYCATHOLICGC.ORG 

BAPTISMS:  The Sacrament of Baptism is ordinarily celebrated during the 4:00PM Mass on the first 

Saturday of the month and during the 11:00AM Mass on the third Sunday of the month (excluding    

Advent and Lent).    Baptismal Preparation Classes are held at 7:00 pm in the Parish Office 

Conference Center on the second Monday of the months of February, April, June, September and 

November.  Please call the Parish Office to register for the class. 

MARRIAGE:  Please arrange with the pastor at least nine months before the desired date for             

celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage.  For a valid Catholic marriage, one must be married before 

a priest or    deacon and two witnesses in church, unless dispensation from the Bishop is obtained. 

CARE OF THE SICK:  Communion is taken to the sick and shut-ins on a regular basis.  Please notify 

the office when you need this service.  If you would like to be anointed prior to a hospital 

procedure, please call Fr. Jeff for an appointment.  If possible, please notify the parish office when 

you are     hospitalized. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2020  



From the desk of Fr. Jeff. . .  

It is with a heavy heart that I need to announce that Sr. 
Jacklyn who has been our Pastoral Minister in the 
parishes will be leaving us to take a ministerial job at the 
Sisters’ Provincial house in Pittsburg. At the same time, in 
the providence of God, Theresa Alexander has agreed to 
take on the position of Pastoral Minister. Theresa is no 
stranger to parish work and has volunteered many hours 
for a long time. She is well suited for the task of bringing 
God’s tender mercy to those who are homebound. 

A sad note for Sr. Jacklyn is that she will not be able to 
bring her faithful companion with her to Pittsburg, so her 
feline friend needs to find a good Catholic home. Katie is 
a 6 ½ year old calico kitty, is playful, gentle and loves to 
cuddle (when she wants to, typical). If interested in 
having a nun-cat to join your family please call Sister Jacklyn at the parish office. Just leave a message 
and Sister will return your call.    

If you are able, follow any updates on our Facebook or web page during these slowly unfolding weeks. 
 

There are parish bulletins in a plastic wall container for those who do not have internet. You can find 
them at Holy Family at the main church doors and the parish office. At St. Mary/Mark you will find the 
bulletins at the church office door. 
 

There are also a few times during the week when H.F. church will be open for silent prayer, confessions 
and our regular Wednesday adoration time, except for devotions at 7pm. 
 

Lastly, Kenrick Seminary closed for the remainder of the year. I was asked by our vocation director, Fr. 
Alford, to “take in” Deacon Michael Meinhart and another seminarian, Austin Sudkamp to live with me 
for the remainder of the school year. Without hesitation I said yes. They are my congregation for every 
Mass I offer thru the week. 

I want to thank Deacon Dave Ream, our Regional Secular Franciscan Spiritual Assistant for the 
following meditation (next page) he sent to all local Fraternities. He has graciously allowed me to use 
it for our parish bulletin. It bothers me that my parishioners (including all Catholics here in the U.S.) 
are deprived of Holy Mass and Communion. On the other hand, as a priest, I am deprived of neither 
and I’ve been feeling guilty about it. At the same time, know that I offer the Mass for all who are 
dealing in any way with the Covid Virus 19. I miss having folks at Mass with me on a daily basis. I pray 
this ends soon. Keep the faith, grow stronger in your desire to receive Jesus in Holy Communion, use 
your Lenten booklet, pray the rosary and make a daily spiritual communion. 

Pax et Bonum, 

Fr. Jeff       

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT    SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2020      2 

Palm Sunday 

Blessed Palms will be on a table outside of the main church doors. 

This way someone can keep an eye on them more easily.         

There will be none at St. Mary/Mark. 
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Dear Franciscan sisters and brothers, 

May the Lord give you His peace! 

A frequently asked question in the weeks leading up to the beginning of Lent each year is, “What are 
you giving up (i.e., sacrificing) for Lent this year?” Little did we suspect that we would be required to 
give up something infinitely more precious than candy or beer or some form of entertainment this 
Lent! Out of concern for the welfare of everyone, our Bishops have suspended the celebration of all 
public Masses in our dioceses for now and into an unknown time which depends on the course taken by 
the Coronavirus pandemic. 

This necessary and prudent development places those of us who are regular weekly or even daily Mass 
attendees in the truly extraordinary position of having to give up Mass and the opportunity to receive 
our Blessed Lord in Holy Communion for Lent! The Bishop’s decree dispenses us from the obligation to 
attend Sunday Mass in person, an obligation that sadly all too many Catholics seem to have forgotten 
binds us under pain of mortal sin in ordinary circumstances. Nevertheless, we should expect to feel the 
pain of being temporarily deprived of the privilege of gathering each weekend to celebrate Holy Mass. 
Watching the Mass live-streamed or recorded is just not the same as participating in person, but for 
now it will have to do. 

This may be a good time for each of us to take an honest look, a penetrating look, a hard look at how 
we really and truly view our Sunday Mass obligation. Do we tend to see it as a burden, just one more 
activity we have to “fit into” an already too-busy schedule? Or do we see it as the source and summit of 
our Catholic lives, the place where we visibly and tangibly encounter Christ in His Word, in His 
sacraments, and in His Body the Church? 

And what is our attitude toward receiving Holy Communion? Has it become an almost automatic and 
mindless sort of thing we just do at Mass because almost everyone else does? Or are we deeply and 
consciously aware that in Holy Communion we are receiving into our very selves the Body, Blood, Soul 
and Divinity of the living Lord Jesus?  

Our answers to these questions will determine just how much impact this temporary suspension of 
public Mass will have on us. Let’s be firm in our resolve to pray for and strengthen one another from 
our individual homes, our “domestic churches,” – dare I say our “domestic fraternities” – until we know 
once again the joy of going up together to the House of the Lord!  

With a brother’s love in Saints Francis and Clare, 

  
Deacon Dave, O.F.S., 
Regional Spiritual Assistant,  
Franciscans of the Prairie Regional Fraternity 

Local Spiritual Assistant, 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary Fraternity, Quincy  
Secular Franciscan Order 
T    In Persona Christi Servi 

For those unable to come to Mass and receive Holy 
Communion during these days, I invite everyone to pray this  

prayer. Fr. Jeff 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Blessed 
Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire You in my 
soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart. As though You were already 
there, I embrace You and unite myself wholly to You; permit 
not that I should ever be separated from You. 
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HOLY FATHER’S  
INTENTIONS ~  

MARCH ~ Evangelization ~ Catholics in China 
We pray that the Church in China may  

preserve in its faithfulness to the Gospel and 
grow in unity. 

HOLY FAMILY’S ONLINE GIVING PROGRAM 

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe 
you will see the glory of God?”   JOHN 11:40 

Many of us say that we believe in God.  We go to 
church on Sunday.  We volunteer for events at our 
parish.  But when life gets hard, the pressure is on, 
when things aren’t going our way, do we really 
believe, do we really put our trust in the Lord?  
When we live a life of gratitude, being thankful for 
the gift we have been given, we really do see that 
God is providing all that we need.  It opens our 
hearts to see God’s active presence in our daily 
lives.   

Sun, Mar 15, 2020  

Attendance: 1 

Profit:  $ 

Tues, Mar 17, 2020  

Attendance: 1 

Profit:  $ 

Bingos are played  

at Former K of C Hall 

4225 Old Alton Road 

Granite City, IL 
 

UPCOMING BINGO SCHEDULE: 

Tues, Mar 24, 2020 - 7:00PM 

Team # 

Sun, Mar 29, 2020 - 12:30P  

Team  # 

B 
I 
N 
G 
O 

CANCELED 
UNTIL FURTHER 

NOTICE 

Online Masses - Go to dio.org to see a listing of online 
Masses being offered across the diocese. If need to 
submit your LIVE streaming Mass from your parish, go 
to https://go.dio.org/masslivestreamschedule. 

The church will be open during these times for 

Silent prayer 

Wednesday ~  9:00-7:00PM (Adorarion)

Confessions 6:00-7:00 

Saturday ~ 3:00-4:00PM  

Sunday ~ 9:00AM-Noon 
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HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL 

Sun, Mar 22:    

Bingo:  

Mon, Mar 23: 

Tues, Mar 24:  

Bingo:  

Wed, Mar 25: 

GC ROCK NEWS! 
Calling ALL High School Youth!  

GC Rock if for YOU!!!!!  

 

A message from your mentors 

Woody, Dawn, and Rita… 

John 14:27  “Peace I leave with 

you; my peace I give to you. 

Not as the world gives do I 

give to you. Let not your 

hearts be troubled, neither let 

them be afraid.” 

The threats of this world are real, 

but we do not stand against such 

threats alone. Our Heavenly 

Father stands with us, and in 

Him, we can find all we need to 

face such times. The Lord offers 

to us a spirit of peace in place of 

fear and a spirit of hope in a 

place of worry. Draw upon His 

strength each day for the worry 

that day holds, and rest securely 

that He is indeed faithful to be 

with us, even to the end of the 

age.   

All activities are tentative until 

further notice. Please watch our 

Facebook page and GroupMe for 

updates We miss all of you and 

cannot wait until we can Gather 

again.  

Sunday, April 12- Blessed 
Easter!  NO GATHERING 

 

FISH FRIES & BINGO 
CANCELED UNTIL  

FURTHER NOTICE 
 

HFS GALA RESCHEDULED  

FOR MAY 9TH 

Dear Holy Family School Parents, 

All schools, private and public, in the State of Illinois will be 
closed until March 31, 2020. Until schools are allowed to       
resume, all extra-curricular activities, sports, social events, and 
other school related gatherings will be cancelled. 
The Learning Center will be closed. 

Kindergarten and New Student registration will be                   
rescheduled. 

The Gala has been rescheduled and will be held on Saturday, 
May 9, 2020. 

Fish Fries have been cancelled until further notice. 
Bingo has been cancelled until further notice. 
Teachers will continue to communicate with parents and 
students through Gradelink during the time school is not in 
session. Assignments and learning opportunities and           
expectations will be detailed. Faculty will be available 
throughout the day to answer questions and give guidance 
through Gradelink. Books and materials appropriate for your 
child’s grade level were sent home on Friday. 
With teacher or parent approval, additional on-line                 
resources may be researched and used during the duration of 
school closures. We realize that our students have diverse 
academic abilities. We want our children to be challenged, but 
not stressed during this time. 

Please follow the Holy Family School Facebook page for      
additional information. 

We continue to monitor the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the Illinois Department of Health, and the        
Madison County Health Department for recommendations. 
Parents may access their websites. 

Please continue to pray that the Holy Spirit will give wisdom to 
those making decisions concerning the COVID-19 virus, and for 
those in our healthcare community who minister to the sick. 
May all those who are ill be touched by the power of God who is 
our Healer. 

HOLY FAMILY  
KINDERGARTEN, 
NEW STUDENT  
REGISTRATION 

POSTPONED 
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+Ed Forys 

(David & Barb Forys) 

+Betty Duft 

(Richard & Jan Duft) 

+Marie Dixon 

(Paul) 

+Irene Schnefke 

(Michael & Mary Hart) 

+Ruth Ann Gabriel 

(James Richardson) 

+Dolores Fechte 

(Barb Hawkins) 

+Annette Daniels & Kathy Dunn 

Mass Intentions  

to be said by Father during this time 

GC Rock’s Lenten Almsgiving 

GC Rock will be postponing its Lenten almsgiving Gus’s pretzel sale at Holy Family and 
St. Mary’s because of circumstances out of our control.  WE will let you 
know a new date as soon as we can.  As in the past, this project does not 
benefit the youth group. The recipient of the proceeds was personally 
chosen by our Rocks. We will let you know who our almsgiving project is 
for the weekend of the sale!  

GC Rock thanks you in advance for your  generosity in all our service projects! 

Fifth Sunday of Lent – 29 March 2020   
Ezekiel 37:12-14.  Psalm 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8.  Romans 8:8-11.  John 11:1-45.   
Dying with Christ; Dying to Self.  Even when his friends are disappointed with him and 
his disciples misunderstand him, Jesus is clear and resolute.  No one’s death is 
everlasting.  We believe that just as Baptism graces us with new life in Christ, physical 
death transmits us to newer life with God for ever.  

 What “death” is sucking the life out of me?  What will I do about it?  

 What will I do, as one loved by Christ beyond all measure, for those in need of mercy 
works?  

 How will I be a sign of Christ-filled life for the elect preparing for Easter Baptism?   

Prayer During A Health Crisis 

Compassionate and Loving Father, 

In the face of confusion and concern  

impart to us the calm of your presence. 

In You allow us to find hope and healing. 

Be with those who serve the sick and  

give them Your caring hands. 

Be with those who lead and  

give them Your Spirit of wisdom. 

Be with those who have fallen ill and  

give them Your comforting heart. 

Wrap your arms around our world  

and hold us in your love.  

Allow us at this time of trial to then  

serve as instruments of that love to all we meet. 

We ask this in Your Name. 

Amen. 
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This is my second year of seminary at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis. I am 
very grateful for the generosity of Fr. Jeff and Holy Family in hosting me as I finish 
the school year online. Though I will not be able to meet most of you, we will be 
united in prayer during these unusual and difficult weeks. I grew up on the other 
side of Effingham in a small town called Casey and have four older sisters, an older 

brother, and nine nieces and nephews. Most recently, I graduated from the 
University of Illinois in Champaign in May 2018 where I majored in chemistry 
and minored in food science. I was very involved with St. John's Catholic 
Newman Center on campus, where I learned how to live my faith more maturely 
and met friends who were intently pursuing their faith. 

From Deacon Michael 

 How things have changed and changed so quickly! When I was preparing to go back to the seminary 

last Sunday afternoon (March 15th), it seemed like an absurd question to ask Fr. Jeff but I asked it anyway, 

“What should I do if the seminary closes?” Three days later the seminary was closed, my car was packed, and I 

was moving all my material possession into the rectory at Holy Family. How quickly everything has changed.  

 Many parishioners are also experiencing disruptions and quick changes. Maybe our job is gone or 

modified to “work from home”; maybe we are self-isolated in our home because of our age or medical 

conditions; maybe we are fearful of catching the virus or someone we love catching the virus; maybe we are 

transitioning to online learning; maybe we are unsure of when we should go to the store and how much we 

should buy. Everything seems to have changed.  

 But yet not all has changed. I am still in formation for the priesthood. My classes have gone online and I 

meet with those in charge of my formation over the phone now. I am in the rectory with Fr. Jeff and Austin and 

we remain praying the Liturgy of the Hours. My ordination on May 23rd might look much different from how I 

have imagined it over the years, but I am still being formed to be a priest.  

 As Christians something else has not changed for us—we are still called to live lives of holiness, in 

relationship with God and one another, and to be saints. This has not changed. What has changed are some of 

the externals, and some pretty major externals! The most significant being that many of us are now physically 

away from the Eucharist—the sacrament of Jesus’s Body and Blood! The other large external change is that we 

are no longer gathered together in physical community—and community is of utmost importance! These two 

temporary absences are major and should be mourned, but they are not a total block in our continued mission 

of living lives of holiness and becoming saints.  

 We are still to keep holy the Sabbath. Take time on Sundays and pray with scripture. If you live with 

others, gather them together and lead them in prayer. Make a Spiritual Communion—ask Jesus for the grace 

that He normally gives in receiving Him in the Eucharist—God is not bound by His sacraments. Call fellow 

parishioners that you miss seeing. How you would brighten their day by calling and saying “I’ve missed seeing 

you these last two weeks, how are you?” Most importantly, pray for each other. We are still in community 

even when separated by distance.  

 By God’s grace, we will become saints—not in spite of this trial but because we were attentive to God’s 

grace during this time. I have entrusted this time for myself to St. Joseph—a man who never had the Eucharist, 

a man who led his family through turbulence, and a man who is a saint. Pray for me, I’m praying for you. St. 

Joseph, pray for us! 

Austin Sudkamp 

Pre-Theology II 
Kenrick-Glennon 

Seminary 
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Charlotte Charbonnier
Agent
2231 Pontoon Rd., Granite City, IL
618-797-2204
charlotte.charbonnier.b0a8@statefarm.com
The greatest compliment you can give is a referral

Curly’s Corner Market
5527 Maryville Road

931-7350
Open 7 Days a Week

Lotto - Buffet Pizza - Deli
Fresh Produce - Beverage of  All Kinds

Saksa Funeral Homes
Thomas Saksa and Denise Saksa, Owners

Edwardsville                             Granite City
656-7577                                   876-4321

Mon-Fri 9AM-6PM • Sat-9AM-2PM 
Closed Sun & Holidays

Locally Owned & Operated 
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

 
2770 Madison Ave., Granite City

Albert Daniel Pelate, 
& Pam Dean, R.Ph.

FREE Delivery

451-8001

Leroy Taylor 
Broker

Elite Properties
1012 Plummer Dr., Ste 301, Edwardsville, IL 62025
618-655-4100 Bus  618-659-1100 Fax

618-406-4372 Cell
Email: Ltay43@hotmail.com
www.bhhsEliteProperties.com

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Cionkos, Inc. 

2901 Madison Avenue 

451-5200
Open 7 days a week

Finest Quality Meats

JUNEAU 
ASSOCIATES, INC., P.C.
ENGINEERING & LAND SURVEYING

618-877-1400

PERSONAL  
CORPORATE 
FIDUCIARY

BUENGER ACCOUNTING 
& TAX SERVICE

618-797-0801  or  797-0852

Pace True Value
Hardware • Paints • Plumbing • Lumber 

 Appliance • Heating & Cooling Parts

3365 Fehling Rd, Granite City, IL 62040 
618-451-2300      Fax 618-451-7230

“Because a funeral should be affordable”

www.wojstrom.com     931-3939

BINGO
FORMER KC HALL  

 4225 OLD ALTON RD
877-4250

SUN 12:30 PM • TUES 7:00 PM
 BRING THIS AD & RECEIVE A 

FREE EARLY BIRD SMALL SHEET

COME JOIN 
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

TRI CITIES COUNCIL 1098

4225 Old Alton Rd.

618-877-4250
Meetings 2nd & 4th Tues. 7:30 PM

The Flower Emporium
618-931-6593 

520 E. Chain of Rocks Rd., Granite City, IL

4112 Pontoon Rd., Pontoon Beach, IL 
Monday-Sunday 6AM to 9PM

(618) 797-3333

Bring Us Your 
TherapyScript

452-1986
Charles King Jr., D.C. • Larry Hawkins, P.T.

STEPHEN BURDGE, R.Ph 
WILL CONNOLLY, R.Ph 

TOM HARRIS, R.Ph. 
CINDY SPALDING, R.Ph.

451-4200 
1529 Johnson Road, Granite City

Hamilos Brothers 
Inspected Meat

1117Greenwood St. 

Madison, IL 62060 

(618) 451-7877

Tel: 618-877-2700 
GraniteRehabCenter.com

(618) 797-7993

EXCEPTIONAL GOOD FOOD 
WITH REASONABLE PRICES!

Family Owned & Operated
In the Heart of Re-Development Downtown

Hours: Mon-Thur 11am-9pm 
Fri-Sat 11am-11pm, Sunday Closed

1324 Niedringhaus Ave., Granite City, IL 
618-709-7375 • www.lacellesgc.com

♣

Residential & Commercial 
Heating & Cooling Services

618-501-1853
BRYDERhvac.com 

Over 20 Years Experience 
in the Madison County Area

“Honoring Life”
Granite City • Glen Carbon

(618) 452-2752 
www.piccu.org

Large enough to serve you, small enough to care
ATM Locations 

Main Office: 2400 Madison Ave., Granite City, IL 
Inside Gateway Hospital, Granite City, IL 

3727 Nameoki Rd., Granite City, IL

 

Hometown Banking Since 1919

3800 Nameoki Rd. 
Granite City, IL

618-876-5544 
www.bankguardian.com

Metro Computer
Solutions

2355 Pontoon Road
Granite City, IL 62040
Phone: 618.797.1187
Fax: 815.301.9193

Contact Maggie Welter to place an ad today! 
mwelter@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2601


