
 

 

THE TOWER 
Saint Joseph Catholic Church 

May 2020 

My friends in Christ,  

When I paused recently, I was overwhelmed.  It was that moment when 
you look around and realize that God is everywhere.  If I could, I would 
hand out capes for all of the superheroes that surround us. There are the 

parishioners that ventured out to help shut-ins that needed food and medicine (even having to pay 
the bill once).  One day before the stay at home order was issued Father Andrew and I joined Pa-
rishioners to assemble over 300 backpack buddies’ packages in the parish center. These have 
been distributed by Community Meals. Members of our Saint Joseph family have been engaged 
with both the Community Food Bank and Dubois County Community Meals. The Saint Joseph 
Chapter of Saint Vincent de Paul has continued to serve. Several parishioners also joined the ef-
fort, as we attempted to phone our Saint Joseph families prior to Easter.  The Social Concerns 
Committee says the Honor Mothers drop off was one of their best collections ever. The Saint Jo-
seph family is alive and well. Thanks be to God! 

You look at the community outside of our walls and witness people accepting personal jeopardy, 
You cannot identify them by faith traditions, ethnic backgrounds, income, language or education.  
They are stocking shelves and performing surgeries. They are doing all these things so we can 
stay fed, healthy, and alive.  I ask you to join me in praying for all of those serving in what is now 
called “vital roles”, may they be blessed with good health and when needed quick recoveries.  
May those of us they serve treat them with respect, appreciation and  Christian Love 

Times like these should make you stop, should make you think, should make you pray, and I do.  

Times like these also help me realize the bravery of those that step forward. The cashier, janitor, 
store clerks and shelf stockers, those involved in keeping healthcare functioning, and so many 
more “vital” roles.   

While I am handing out capes, I need one for each and every person that has prayed for our 
church, for healing, for the Priests and intentions of our Prayer Chain. A cape for the person who 
delivered a check on the first days of crisis, simply to be certain we could meet the needs of any-
one that arrived at our doors. Thank you to the person that anonymously sent 3 Walmart gift cards 
to help individuals needing help, as a testimony to their thanks to God for health and employment. 
A cape for the volunteer crews that have cleaned and repaired our cemetery or cut down trees.   
And to those that find a way to make their Sunday donation and support our church.  These gener-
osities affirm my faith in God and the knowledge that, with your commitment, Saint Joseph Par-
ish will be a stronger, more vibrant community, living to love and serve the Lord.  

Yours in Christ, 

Father Eugene Schmitt 

Pastor 

I can not fail to mention the Saint Joseph staff.  The business of the parish does not 
stop because of a pandemic. Be sure to thank them for all that they do.  

  



 

 

  
 
 

PUBLIC MASSES RETURN TO SAINT JOSEPH 
 
Doors will be opened 30 minutes before scheduled Mass time, except 7:30 am Sunday which 

will open 15 minutes prior to Mass. This is to allow for the required cleaning/disinfection process between 
Masses.  
 

Weekday Mass Schedule  
  Monday – Saturday @ 8:00 am 
  Wednesday @ 12:05 pm 
  Tuesday & Thursday @ 6:30 pm 
WEEKEND MASSES  
  Saturday – Vigil—5:30 pm 
  Sunday – 6:00 am, 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 3:00 pm (Spanish) 6:00 pm. 
 

You should stay home if you are 65 or over, 
as well as those of any age in high risk categories: 

Per the CDC, “at-risk” health conditions include but are not limited to: high blood 
pressure, chronic lung disease, diabetes, severe obesity, asthma, those whose 

immune system is compromised such as by chemotherapy for cancer and other 
conditions requiring such therapy. -Catholic Diocese of Evansville, May 7, 2020 

 
Bishop Siegel has extended the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass 

on Sundays and Holy Days until at least August 15, 2020.  
As a result, nobody should return to Mass if they are not comfortable doing so.   

 
A MASK IS REQUIRED AT MASS: Everyone age 7 or older, attending Mass at Saint Joseph will wear a mask.  
Please wear your mask from the time you exit your vehicle till you return.  A limited supply of masks will be 
available at the entry of church.  
 

CHURCH ENTRANCE: You should enter the building at the main doors from the plaza.  All side doors will be 
locked.  We will form a line on the plaza that will wrap around the edge of the plaza.  You should dress appropri-
ately for the weather. Please maintain a 6-foot distance from the family in front of you.  Families living in the 
same home are exempt from the 6-foot distance requirement. Families/individuals will be greeted at the door and 
directed to a specific seat till capacity has been met. 
 

MAXIMUM CAPACITY:  With social distancing guidelines our capacity is 20% +/- of available seating.  All 
attendees are required to be seated. We will only be able to seat 155 persons.  Mass will not begin till everyone is 
seated. We will not be able to admit you for scheduled Masses if we have reached capacity. 
 

PERSONAL SANITIZER: You are asked to bring your personal hand sanitizer.  We suggest you use it once 
seated, prior to communion, immediately after communion, and once you return to your vehicle.  
 

COMMUNION: You are to leave your mask in place as you approach for communion. We request all distribu-
tions be in your hand. To receive you should make a cup with your hands, the minister will then gently drop the 
host into your cupped hand.  You lower your mask, consume the host and raise your mask before returning to your 
pew. We are not able to use Pyx at this time, therefore Communion is not available to be taken to those unable to 
attend Mass.  
 

COLLECTION/TITHE: Your support of Saint Joseph and our many ministries is still needed.  There will be a 
basket at the entry/exit, and you should drop your contribution/envelope in the basket. If recent conditions have 
made it impossible to contribute, we understand.  If you have been blessed with consistent income, we ask that 
you consider increasing your usual gift to help offset the deficit.   
 

DISMISSAL:  Will be by pew and at the direction of the usher. Out of respect and courtesy for all attending you 
are not to leave Mass prior to dismissal.  Bulletins will be available at the door upon exit. At all times during exit-
ing and going to vehicles we ask you (your family) maintain a minimum of 6 feet distance from other persons. 
 

Private prayer following Mass will not be possible so we may begin cleaning and sanitizing the building for the 
next scheduled Mass. 



 

 

 
PUBLIC MASSES RETURN TO SAINT JOSEPH 

Continued  

 

 

OTHER INFOMRATION IMPORTANT TO YOU: 
 
· On Sundays, you are welcome for private prayer and reflection during the following times: 

à 11:00 am till 2:15 pm; 
à 4:20 pm till 5:20 pm; and 
à 7:30 pm till 9:00 pm. 

· The Sign of Peace continues to be omitted. 
· Communion from the Chalice remains suspended.  
· There are to be no social gathering before or after Mass, inside or outside. 
· The Ushers will not take up a collection.  (Baskets will be placed at entry/exit). 
· The Gifts will not be carried forward. 
· There will not be a choir at any Mass. 
· There will be no Missalettes/Hymnals available. 
· The balcony is closed to the public. 

 
To support Saint Joseph Parish and our ministries please donate online  

by visiting our website – www.SaintJosephJasper.org  
 
The health of the Saint Joseph Family is our highest priority. The guidelines have been compiled with input and 
direction from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Bishop Joseph Siegel, Matt Miller (Director, 
Office of Worship, Diocese of Evansville), Father John Boeglin (Dean, East Deanery), Center for Disease Control 
(CDC), Governor Holcomb (State of Indiana), and the Dubois County Health Department. 
 
If we are going to err, it will be on the side of caution.  We ask you to respect and protect those that you encoun-
ter at Mass and on the Saint Joseph Campus.   There will be challenges and frustration as we work through the 
framework provided for your protection, now and in the future - we ask for your understanding,  support, and 
prayers. God bless. 
 

Know of our prayers for you, 
Father Eugene Schmitt   
Pastor, Saint Joseph 
 

Padre  Homero Rodriguez     
Parochial Vicar/Associate  
  

Father Andrew Thomas 
Parochial Vicar/Associate  

 

These times allow for the celebration of Mass and  
the required cleaning and disinfection following. 



 

 

 

 
LITURGIAS PÚBLICAS REGRESAN A SAN JOSÉ 

 
Las puertas se abrirán 30 minutos antes de la hora de la misa programada,  

excepto la misa de las 7:30 am, domingo, que se abrirán 15 minutos antes de la misa.  
Esto es para permitir el proceso de limpieza / desinfección requerido entre misas. 

 
Horario de misas entre semana  

Lunes a sábado a las 8:00 a.m. 
Miércoles a las 12:05 p.m. 
Martes y jueves a las 6:30 p.m. 

 
LAS MISAS DE FIN DE SEMANA COMIENZAN  

sábado - Vigilia: 5:30 pm 
domingo - 6:00 am, 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 3:00 pm (español) 6:00 pm. 

 
DEBE QUEDARSE EN CASA si es un individuo de 65 años o más, así como  

de cualquier edad en categorías de alto riesgo: 
Según los CDC, las condiciones de salud "en riesgo" incluyen, entre otras: hipertensión arterial, enfer-
medad pulmonar crónica , diabetes, obesidad severa, asma, aquellos cuyo sistema inmunitario está 

comprometido, como por quimioterapia para el cáncer y otras afecciones que requieren dicha terapia. -
Diócesis Católica de Evansville, 7 de mayo de 2020 

 
El Obispo Siegel ha extendido la dispensa de la obligación de asistir a misa  

los domingos y días santos hasta el 15 de agosto del 2020 
 
SE REQUIERE UN CUBREBOCAS EN LA MISA: Todos mayores de 7 años que asistan a misa en San 
José tienen que llevar un cubre bocas. Use su cubrebocas desde el momento en que sale de su vehícu-
lo hasta que regrese. Un límite de cubrebocas estarán disponible en la entrada de la iglesia. 
 
ENTRADA A LA IGLESIA : Se debe entrar a la iglesia por la puerta principal. Todas las puertas later-
ales estarán cerradas. Formaremos una línea en la plaza que se envolverá alrededor del borde de la 
plaza. Debe vestirse apropiadamente para el clima. Mantenga una distancia de 6 pies de la familia 
frente a usted. Las familias que viven en la misma casa están exentas del requisito de distancia de 6 
pies. Las familias / individuos serán recibidos en la puerta y dirigidos a un asiento específico hasta que 
se cumpla con la capacidad. 
 
CAPACIDAD MÁXIMA: con distanciamiento social, nuestra capacidad es 20% +/- de asientos disponi-
bles. Todos los que asistan deben estar sentados. Solo hay cupo para 155 personas. La misa no 
comenzará hasta que todos estén sentados. No podemos admitirlo para misas programadas si hemos 
alcanzado la capacidad. 
 
DESINFECTANTE PERSONAL : Se le pide que traiga su desinfectante personal para manos. Sugeri-
mos que lo use una vez sentado, antes de la comunión, inmediatamente después de la comunión, y cu-
ando regrese a su vehículo. 
 
COMUNIÓN: Debes dejar su cubre bocas puesta mientras se acerca a la comunión. Solicitamos que 
todas las distribuciones estén en su mano. Para recibirlo, debe mantener sus manos medio cerradas, 
luego el ministro colocará suavemente la sagrada comunión en sus manos. Baje su cubrebocas, con-
sume la sagrada comunión y levante su cubrebocas antes de volver a su banco. No podemos usar un 
copón en este momento, por lo tanto, la comunión no está disponible para aquellos que no pueden 
asistir a misa. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

COLECCIÓN / DIEZMO: Todavía se necesita su apoyo a San José y a nuestros ministeri-
os. Habrá una canasta en la entrada / salida, y puede dejar su contribución en la canasta. 
Si las condiciones recientes han hecho que sea imposible contribuir, lo entendemos. Si ha 

sido bendecido con ingresos consistentes, le pedimos que considere aumentar su donación habitual pa-
ra ayudar a compensar el déficit. 
DESPEDIDA: Será por banca y en la dirección del ujier. Por respeto y cortesía para todos, no debe de 
salir de la Misa antes de la despedida. En todo momento durante la salida y caminar hacia suvehículo, 
le pedimos a usted (su familia) que mantenga una distancia mínima de 6 pies de otras personas. 
 
La oración privada después de la misa no será posible, para que se pueda comenzar a limpiar y 
desinfectar la Iglesia para la próxima misa programada. 

 
OTRA INFORMACIÓN IMPORTANTE PARA USTED: 

 

• Los domingos, eres bienvenido para la oración privada y la reflexión durante los siguientes ho-
rarios: 
 11:00 am hasta las 2:15 pm; 
 4:20 pm hasta las 5:20 pm; y 
 7:30 p.m. a 9:00 p.m. 
• El signo de la paz continúa siendo omitido. 
• La comunión del Cáliz permanece suspendida. 
• No debe haber reuniones sociales antes o después de la misa, dentro o fuera. 
• No habrá colecta durante la misa. (Las canastas se colocarán en la entrada / salida). 
• No se llevará la ofrenda hacia el altar. 
• No habrá coro en ninguna misa. 
• No habrá misales y tampoco libro de cantos 
• El balcón está cerrado al público. 
 

Para apoyar a la parroquia de San José y nuestros ministerios,  
haga una donación a nuestro sitio web:  

www.SaintJosephJasper.org 
 
La salud de la familia San José es nuestra máxima prioridad. Los reglamentos han sido compiladas con 
los aportes y la dirección de la Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de los Estados Unidos, el obispo Jo-
seph Siegel, Matt Miller (Director, Oficina de Adoración, Diócesis de Evansville), el Padre John Boeglin 
(Decano, East Deanery), Centro para el Control de Enfermedades (CDC), el Gobernador Holcomb 
(Estado de Indiana) y el Departamento de Salud del Condado de Dubois. 

 

A NOTE FROM PARISH COUNCIL -  All of us can quickly recall the first few days when we 
learned of the COVID 19 reaching into our lives.  We were faced with much uncertainty at that time and 
wondered to what extent it would affect us and our families, our community and beyond.   

As our parish was asked to make the necessary changes, the staff at Saint Joseph’s quickly jumped into 
action.  Through their faith and hard work, the people of our parish and our community were able to re-
main connected in so many ways.  Our sincere gratitude goes out to Fr. Eugene, Fr. Andrew, Fr. Homero 
and the entire staff of Saint Joseph Parish.   

The Parish Council wishes to commend everyone in our parish for their unwavering faith during the last 
eight weeks.   Many of our parishioners stepped up to help when volunteers were needed.   Many spent 
time in prayer in church throughout each day.  There are endless stories of how our parishioners reached 
out to others with acts of kindness and encouragement in order to see us through this difficult time.  This 
strength and perseverance has given us hope for a bright future.  We look forward to the day when we 
can once again attend mass and worship as a parish family.   Thank you to our parishioners!   The Saint 
Joseph Parish Council is honored to serve you.   Sincerely, Anne Brosmer, Chairperson 



 

 

 

 

 DEACON LEVI M. SCHNELLENBERGER  

10/07/1942—05/02/2020  

Deacon Levi passed away on May 2, 2020.  We offer prayers for 
the Schnellenberger family for their loss of a husband, father and grandfather.  

Levi was ordained a permanent deacon in 2005 and assigned to Saint Joseph 
Catholic Church, where he also a religious education teacher, lector, and member 
of Friday Memorial Hospital Communion Committee, Legion of Mary, and the 
Saint Vincent de Paul Society.  Levi will be greatly missed.  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
UPDATE  

Our finance committee has been 
meeting weekly to review our 
income and expenses in the 
face of the COVID-19 shutdown. 
We need to thank you for your 
continued support of our parish.   

Traditionally we meet monthly to 
review how we are doing finan-
cially toward our annual budget. 
We review our income projec-
tions and monitor our expenses. 
It is our responsibility to uncover 
anomalies and to make sure we 
are fiscally responsible with the 
monies our parishioners have 
contributed to Saint Joseph 
Church. Our committee is made 
up of individuals who care deep-
ly not only about our current fi-
nances but also continually look 
toward the future to ensure our 
financial stability. The finance 
committee oversees the annual 
Parish budget of nearly 
$1,500,000.  

The Finance Committee joins 
Father Eugene in prayers for 
your health and welfare. We 
want to ask your support to the 
degree you are currently able.  
For some that might be sus-
pending your tithe and for others 
it might be time to increase your 
gift.   

May you be blessed.  

Father Eugene and Father An-
drew joined several parishion-
ers on March 18, 2020.  The 
group assembled over 300 
packages for Backpack Bud-
dies.  They were distributed by 
Community Meal. 

This spring a group of volun-
teers repaired gravestones in 
Saint Joseph Cemetery.  They 
also replaced many of the met-
al markers in the infant section 
with granite headstones. The 
stones were paid for by the 
Cemetery Endowment and your  
gifts in the special envelopes. 

We also had two ladies that 
tended the cemetery and kept 
debris cleaned up and placed 
flowers back on gravesites 
when possible. 

THE SAINT JOSEPH VOLUNTEER  
COMMITTEES WORK YEAR ROUND 

 
Would you be willing to give some 
time as a volunteer on an ‘as needed’ 
basis?   

Please contact the Parish Office 
(812) 482-1805 

We are reestablishing a Build-
ing and Grounds Committee.  
The task will be to look at im-
mediate needs/goals as well as 
establishing 3/5/10 year plans 
for all properties owned/used by 
Saint Joseph.  
If you can lend your talents to 
this group please call Kenny 
Brosmer (812) 630-1809 of Fa-
ther Eugene (812) 482-1805. 

Over the past 
two years you 
have been in-
vited to share 
your thoughts 
at multiple 

townhall meetings and in pew 
survey conducted by CARA.   

Strategic planning answers 
where we are now, where we 
hope to go, and suggests how 
we might get there.  

Under the chairmanship of Scott 
Brandt, and facilitated by Alan 
Hoffman, the final plan will be 
presented to Father Eugene for 
his review and consideration.   

At that time the Sunday Bulletin 
will carry a feature of the Strate-
gic Plan.   



 

 

 

Sunday, February 16, 2020 - Saint Joseph Parish celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation with 48 
youth at the 11:00 am Mass.  Bishop Joseph Siegel was Celebrant with Father Eugene and Father 
Andrew Concelebrating.  Deacon Levi read the Gospel and  Prayers of the Faithful. 

Congratulations to the recently Confirmed 

Our Holy Trinity Catholic School celebrated an “All School” Mass in a 
full  Saint Joseph Church on January 26, 2020.  As part of the Mass the 
Holy Trinity Choir provided music.   Saint Joseph hosted a reception fol-
lowing the Mass.  It was an energetic morning bringing the beauty of 
youth and excitement to our campus.  Thank you to all who participated.  

The Diocese of Evansville hosted 
the annual Confirmation Spectac-
ular at Saint Joseph on February 
1, 2020.  Several hundred youth 
from around southwest Indiana 
attended the 4:00 pm Mass. 

YOUTH OF DISTINCTION 
Your 2019-2020 Saint Joseph Maria 
Goretti Award recipients were 
Grace Soellner, daughter of Regina 
and Mike Soellner and Nathan 
Merhringer, son of Lori and Todd 
Mehringer.   
 

Grace and Nathan are both members 
of the Jasper Class of 2020. Their 
leadership and example in our com-
munity and service to the Parish is 
an example for old and young. We 
are honored to have then represent 
Saint Joseph. Well done! 

 

 

 A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - I want to start by thanking those who have been pray-
ing for a location for release time.  As you know with the new elementary school building we have been looking, praying, 
and discussing the future location of release time. After discussions with the Education Commission, Parish Council and 
Finance Commission we have all agreed to renovate La Casa Saint Joseph in Maple Grove Village. Saint Joseph Parish 
currently rents La Casa Saint Joseph for Hispanic Outreach. With the planned renovations we believe that La Casa Saint 
Joseph will become a wonderful space for our amazing catechists to share the joys of discipleship with our students and 
continue to grow the next generation of disciples for the Greater Jasper area.  Sincerely, Pam Freyberger 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
TO SUPPORT THE PARISH 

WWW.SAINTJOSEPHJASPER.ORG 
Click “Online Giving”  



 

 

 

The Saint Joseph Summer Picnic is cancelled for 2020  



 

 

PARISH CENTER  
BUSINESS HOURS 

 
 

SUMMERS 
Monday - Friday 

8:00 am – 5:00 pm EDT 
 

AND BY APPONTMENT 
 

OFFICERS  
 

Anne Brosmer 
Chairperson 
812-630-2424 

 

Van Ziegler 
Vice-Chair 

812-631-2714 
 

Max Verkamp 
Secretary 

812-482-9049 
 

▬▬ 
Moises Basilio  

Intercultural Commission 
812-481-2076 

 

Bridgette Jarboe-Bartley 
812-634-2592 

 

Jerry Birge 
812-556-5273 

 

Scott Brandt 
812-309-9770 

 

Patty Brosmer 
812-639-0488 

 

Dan Fritch 
Finance Commission 

812-634-9824 
 

Tracie Ihle 
Education Commission 

563-299-3857 
 

Jason Messmer 
812-661-2688 

 

Carmen Miranda 
812-630-1561 

 

Ann Rasche 
812-482-1757 

 

Lynn Scheu 
Social Concerns Committee 

812-630-4101 
 

Fr. Eugene Schmitt 
Liturgy Commission 

812-482-1805 
 

Ben Schwenk 
812-374-2405 

 
SATURDAY VIGIL MASS SCHEDULE 

5:30 pm SUMMER 
 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
6:00, 7:30, 9:30  
3:00 pm Español  

6:00 pm 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Monday 
8:00 am 

 

Tuesday 
8:00 am & 6:30 pm 

 

Wednesday 
8:00 am & 12:05 pm 

 

Thursday 
8:00 am & 6:30 pm 

 

Friday 
8:00 am 

 

Saturday 
8:00 am 

 
 

RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE 
 

Wednesday 
7:30 am 

 

Thursday 
Following 6:30 pm Mass 

 

Saturday 
11:00 am to 12 Noon 

 

and by Appointment 
 

 

 
 
Pastor                                     
Reverend Eugene Schmitt  
      

Parochial Vicar - Associate Pastor & 
Hispanic Outreach                   
Reverend Homero Rodriguez 
      

Parochial Vicar - Associate Pastor               
Reverend Andrew Thomas 
 

Parish Catechetical Leaders 
Pam Freyberger, DRE, PCL 

Mike Hagerdon, CRE, PCL  
 

Director of Healing Ministries   
Rose Rasche 
  

Saint John Bosco Youth Ministry 
812-481-2442  
Jacqueline Ripberger    
Anna Hayden 
 

Parish Manager   
Jane Gehlhausen 
       

Adult Choir              
Paula Alles       
        

Youth Choir 
Mary Burke 
 

Sacristan 
Lillian Sickbert 
 

Parish Support Team 
 

Mary Fromme 
Jan Kramer 
Yesica Miranda 
Joyce Vogler 
 
 

PHONE 812-482-1805 

PASTORAL STAFF    PARISH COUNCIL MASS & RECONCILIATION 
SCHEDULES 



 

 
 

SAINT JOSEPH 
CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 
 

1029 Kundek Street 
Jasper, IN 47546-1917 
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We invite all to Worship, Pray, and 
Evangelize as we love and serve  

the Lord.   

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CONTACT US 
 

SAINT JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

Phone: 812-482-1805 ● Fax: 812-482-1814 
Website: www.SaintJosephJasper.org 

 
 

Facebook: St Joe Jasper │ Twitter: stjoejasper  
 

Email: editor@SaintJosephJasper.org 

 

Know  │  Love  │  Serve 

 

REGISTERING 
FOR FORMED  

Go to formed.org/signup 
Enter zip code 47546 
Select Saint Joseph 
Register with your name  
 and email address 
Check that email account 
for a link  to begin using 
FORMED.ORG 

Your source for captivating feature films, inspiring audio talks, engaging eBooks, and video-based study programs.  


