SAINT MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL
JUNE 2, 2019
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

“All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always,
until the end of the age.” Matthew 28: 18-19

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Saturday 4:30 p.m. & Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
Monday thru Friday at 6:30 a.m.
and Fridays at 8:00 a.m. on school days
Holy Days and holidays as published in Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday 3:45 to 4:15 p.m.
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We proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and
action by:
<Praying

and celebrating as a Eucharistic
community,
<Educating children and adults to live a full
Christian life in today’s world,
<Serving others with unconditional generosity, and
<Living just lives and working for a more just
society.
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St. Margaret of Scotland Parish School 
is a diverse, urban, vibrant, and
inclusive Catholic community.
We
promise a challenging learning
environment for children, prekindergarten through eighth grade, in which they
realize their academic potential and giftedness in
body, mind and spirit. Our students embody the
example of our patron saint as responsible leaders
and caretakers of our community through works of
service and social justice.

Saint Margaret of Scotland Church 
is a diverse, urban, Catholic parish.
Inspired by the Holy Spirit and the
example of our patroness, we are
called to be a vibrant voice and beacon
of the Catholic faith in our
neighborhoods.
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PASTOR: Rev. Matthew L. O’Toole
frotoole@stmargaretstl.org
RECTORY: 3854 Flad Avenue,
Saint Louis, MO 63110
Office: 314-776-0363
STAFF DIRECTORY AVAILABLE AT:
www.stmargaretstl.org/Staff
SCHOOL: 3964 Castleman Avenue
Saint Louis, MO 63110
Office: 314-776-7837
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY:
For emergency assistance call: 314-772-2219
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stmargaretstl.org
PARISH EMAIL: parishoffice@stmargaretstl.org
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.smos-school.org
FACEBOOK PAGE: www.facebook.com/SMOSstl
BULLETIN ARTICLE DEADLINE:
Monday, 2:00 p.m.
E-mail submissions to:
communications@stmargaretstl.org

Total General Fund Contributions:
General Fund Budget Goal:
Amount Over/(Under) Budget:
Number of Sundays:

$42,321.39
$47,408.96
($5,087.57)
4

FY19 YTD (July ‘18 - April ‘19)
Total General Fund Contributions:
General Fund Budget Goal:
Amount Over/(Under) Budget:

$550,512.17
$547,093.56
$3,418.61
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We welcome to the church the
newly baptized Millie Elizabeth
Blair daughter of Bentley and
Ashley Blair. Please join us in
congratulating these parents upon
the baptism of their children. We pledge them
our continued, prayerful support throughout the
journey of Christian parenting.

:H6KDUH2QOLQH
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At our First Communion retreat in April, I showed the children and their parents
our parish’s reliquary that contains a fragment of a bone of St. Margaret. It is kept
in storage for safety but brought out on her feastday. Recently, I came upon an
interesting report about a more substantially sized relic of our patroness. The
following was posted by the online Catholic news source Aleteia on March 15,
2019. The article is entitled, “Archaeologists remove Scottish heroine St.
Margaret’s relic to learn more about her life.”
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In order to learn more about the life and history of one of the most revered saints of Scotland, a team of
archaeologists have removed St. Margaret’s shoulder bone from its reliquary in the Dunfermline church
that bears the saint’s name. The study will to utilize 3D scanning to learn more of the 11th-century Queen
of Scotland’s lifestyle.




The reliquary at St. Margaret Church in Dunfermline, Scotland.

The team, led by Lauren Gill from the University
of Glasgow and Martin Lane from Cardiff
Metropolitan University, also intends to create a
3D model of the relic, so that it can be handled
and examined without risking damage to the real
relic. Gill reportedly sought permission from
Archbishop Leo Cushley to begin the process.
Gill told the Scotsman: “Now that relics are less
popular it is important that we understand why
they hold an importance to the church and to
worshipers. She was a great figure for Scotland
and it is of national interest to find out more
about her.”

The team says that the shoulder bone could tell if St. Margaret had a disease, like gout or osteo-arthritis,
and could also show if she maintained proper nutrition. It is expected that the remains will exhibit
malnutrition, as St. Margaret was known to fast for long periods of time. “You can tell already she was
very small, and that is normal for a woman of her era,” Gill commented after first observing the relic.
St. Margaret, affectionately called “The Pearl of Scotland,” was renowned for her piety and devotion to the
poor. She is largely responsible for introducing many refinements to the Scottish people, including the use
of dinner utensils. During her life she also saw the construction of a ferry that helped pilgrims get to St.
Andrews across the Firth of Forth from South to North Queensferry. The ferry carried her body back to
Dunfermline after her death in 1093.
After Pope Innocent IV canonized her in 1250, St. Margaret’s remains were interred in a shrine built at
Dunfermline. Her remains were undisturbed until the 16th century, when Mary, Queen of Scots, asked
for St. Margaret’s head to be present for the birth of her son James VI. Her head was eventually moved to
a Jesuit College in Douai, France, where it stayed until it unfortunately disappeared during the French
Revolution. To this day, the whereabouts of St. Margaret’s head are unknown.
During the Reformation, which threatened the destruction of many Catholic churches and abbeys, St.
Margaret’s remains were moved to Madrid’s Escorial Monastery in secret by Philip II of Spain. Her
remains did not return to Scotland until the 19th century, when Bishop James Gillis of Edinburgh sought
permission from Pope Pius IX.
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Last Sunday Father O’Toole’s homily included a particularly careful
consideration of the second reading from the Book of Revelation. John
recounted a vision he was shown, the New Jerusalem coming down out of
heaven. Humanity was not escaping the earth by being taken up to heaven,
according to a Greek Gnostic ideal. Rather, the radiance of God came down
to earth in this holy city, a city with no temple, and without need for sun or
moon or lamp. This transcendent vision is profoundly incarnational: God
comes to us as one of us.
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And now, a mere week later we are hearing two accounts (from Acts and the Gospel) of the opposite
dynamic! In the presence of the Apostles, Christ the Lord is lifted up and a cloud takes him from their
sight. We might find this mystery, and the Solemnity on which we celebrate it, to be confusing, difficult to
engage, or even a little melancholy. And yet, the witnesses had a very different response. In today’s
Gospel account we are told:
They did him homage
and then returned to Jerusalem with great joy,
and they were continually in the temple praising God.
The Ascension is a concrete narrative that draws together many threads of our Christian Faith. It
summarizes the glorification of Christ – which is accomplished in his passion, death, and resurrection. It
fulfills the mystery of the Incarnation, for God fully entered into our human condition that we might
partake in his divinity. It concludes the historical ministry of Jesus on earth, while also commissioning the
work of the Body of Christ that is the Church. It ends a form of divine presence (Jesus Christ, Emmanuel)
while promising the beginning of another form (the indwelling of the Holy Spirit). It places before us a call
to action – living and spreading the Gospel in word and action – and a cause for hope and contemplation
– as we await the return of Jesus Christ.
So much of our lived experience partakes of the dynamic tension between that which is “already” and
what still is “not yet.” The Ascension of Christ, like all the mysteries of our faith, has already been
accomplished for our good, but remains to be fulfilled in our lives and our world. Thy kingdom come!

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

CREATE A LASTING MEMORY

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the
last, the beginning and the end.”
(Revelations 22:13)

Secure your name in St. 
Margaret of Scotland history
by purchasing a personalized
engraved brick paver to be
placed in our Commemorative
Court, located in front of the
church. A personalized engraved paver is a
perfect way to celebrate a child’s baptism, first
communion, or graduation; commemorate a
marriage or anniversary; or celebrate the life of
a loved one. Pavers come in two sizes:
4"x8" ($250) and 12"x12" ($750), and they can
be purchased on WeShare at https://
stmargaretstl.weshareonline.org/ or by calling
the rectory at 314-776-0363.

This is a reminder of how we should live our lives
24 hours a day, 7 days a week – putting God first
in all that we do. Not only when I am at Mass and
parish activities, but when I am in the world, at
work or at school. Living gratefully and generously
is a lifestyle; it should influence how I make all my
daily decisions.



Mississippi Valley Regional Blood
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Monday, June 17, 2019 3:00 - 7:00 PM - Purcell Hall
Sponsored by St. Margaret of Scotland



*Please consider registering for St. Margaret of Scotland Blood
Drive to be held on Monday, June 17, 2019 from 3 - 7 pm in
Purcell Hall. Reaching our Blood Donor goal will provide the
school with the opportunity to receive a $250.00 grant. We
need to secure a minimum 26 donations to achieve our goal.
Register at www.bloodcenterIMPACT.org using the sponsor code of 9447 or enter your name on the
sign-up sheet in the church vestibule. You may also register by contacting: kldickinson@mvrbc.org
*Individuals registering online have first choice over the sign-up sheet*
Blood donation is an integral part of the health and well being of the community. The need is
constant, and there is no substitute for volunteer blood donations.*
Tips for a Successful Donation
x Hydrate
Be sure to drink plenty of fluids on the day of your donation and be sure to have a healthy meal
be fore you donate.
x Wear Something Comfortable
Wear clothing with sleeves that can easily be rolled up above the elbow.
x Maintain a Healthy Level of Iron in Your Diet Before Donating
If possible, include iron rich foods in your diet, especially in the weeks before your donation.
x Bring a List of Medications You Are Taking
We will need to know about any prescription and/or over the counter medications that may be in
your system.
x Bring an ID
Please bring either your donor card, driver's license or two other forms of identification.
x Bring a Friend
Bring along a friend, so that you may both enjoy the benefits of giving blood.
x Relax…
Your participation is greatly appreciated.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Give Us This Day





A retreat in daily life
It’s time to renew your subscription or sign up as a new subscriber
to Give Us This Day, a book
published monthly with scripture
and prayers for each day along
with reflections, articles and
artwork.

Our Parish prays before the
Blessed Sacrament every Thursday
from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Drop-ins are welcome and
encouraged. If you can commit an
hour, or just a half-hour of time
each week to sit with Jesus in our
St. Vincent Children’s Chapel,
please contact Parish Office 314776-0363. You’ll be doing a service to the
parish and to your own prayer life, too.

For more information about this simple tool to
help you deepen your spirituality, or to subscribe
for just $25 a year, visit WeShare or contact the
parish office at 314-776-0363.
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Monday, June 3
6:30 a.m. Terry Andres
Tuesday, June 4
6:30 a.m. The Casey Family +
Wednesday, June 5
6:30 a.m. August Meyer, Jr. +
Thursday, June 6
6:30 a.m. Raymond Austermann Jr. +
Friday, June 7
6:30 a.m. Cindy Eskeles +
Saturday, June 8
4:30 p.m. Jacqueline Puetz +
Sunday, June 9
8:00 a.m. People of the Parish
10:00 a.m. Buttice Family +

Monday, June 3
SNIA, 7:00 p.m. - Church Hall

To mark a special occasion or to remember a
beloved family member or friend, living or deceased,
with a Mass intention please call the Parish Office at
314-776-0363.

Sunday, June 9
Rosary, 7:30 a.m. - Church
Living Justice Advocacy Corner, after 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. Mass Church Hall
SVDP, 8:50 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. - Canmore Hall
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Tuesday, June 4
Living Justice Immigration Team Mtg., 5:30 p.m. - School
Cafeteria
Wednesday, June5
Centering Prayer, 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. - Chapel
Finance Comm., 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. - Canmore Room
Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. - Church
Thursday, June 6
Eucharistic Adoration, 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Chape
Saturday, June 8
Domestic Church - Young Families Pentecost Playdate 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. - Church Hall
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Saturday 4:30 p.m.

Sunday 8:00 a.m.

Sunday 10:00 a.m.

ALTAR SERVERS

Rudolph Reitenbach
Otto Reitenbach
Zanaida Reitenbach

Seigo Barber
Julia Dunn
Xavier LaPorte

Theo Agniel
Lucie Littlepage
Cooper Littlepage

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

Steven Callen
Ginger Purcell
Tom Purcell

Margie Besing
Thomas Kempker
Prudence Kramer

Erik Bates
Julie Bradshaw
Jerrod Gerstner
Lori Greiner
Matty Kleinberg
Matt Kuppinger
Celeste Marx
John Merideth
Mimi Newsham Mahoney

LECTORS

Kathy Petersen
Betsy Mahony

Dave Reid
Andy Wood

Pat Dougherty
Mary Jo Liberstein

GREETERS

Lucille Shirley
Elaine Burrus

Dianne May

Tim & Alia Keys
Betsy & Craig Rebholz

COFFEE AND
DONUTS

Pick-Up
Beth DeBoo

Clean-Up
Douglas Schwaab

Coffee
Mary Brake

DRIVERS

Marco Kramer



Sean Thomas
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It’s time to lay out the 
calendar for the remainder
of 2019 and the first half of
2020. If you lead a parish
ministry or organization, or
are planning an event, please contact Carmela
Garza at communications@stmargaretstl.org or
314-776-0363 with the dates, times and
locations you plan to meet. We must receive this
information by Monday, July. We will do our
best to accommodate all requests, but space is
limited and our active and growing parish has
many needs. You’ll be notify if there’s a conflict
in your request. Thank you for your cooperation
and patience.
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SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, September 7, 2019
Your St. Vincent de Paul Conference at St.
Margaret of Scotland is busy making plans for a
fun and exciting adventure for its supporters.
TURN ON THE LIGHTS with BLACK LIGHT
BINGO. This event will be a fun-filled,
psychedelic extravaganza to help fund the needs
of our Neighbors and the Ministry of the St.
Vincent de Paul Conference. The night will
feature bingo games under black lights with lots of
fun and craziness and will give our supporters a
chance to show their enthusiasm for the work of
St. Vincent de Paul.
The doors of the parish hall will open at 6:00 p.m.
with the event beginning at 7:00 p.m. Tables of 8
will be available or you can be seated with others
who are ready to have fun and support our
efforts. Bring your own food and drink for a funfilled and special evening. Must be 18 to attend.

LADIES’ AUXILIARY NEWS
Ladies Auxiliary is pleased to announce the
winners for May Raffle:

Stay tuned throughout the summer 
months for additional details.

Jo Ann Reitenbach - $25
Kristen Edler - $50
Mary Sparks - $100
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OPEN WIDE OUR HEARTS DISCUSSION GROUP
Monday, June 10 and 24 at 6:30 p.m. in St. Margaret of Scotland School-Purcell Hall
Join us to discuss racism in our culture and church. We encourage you to read the USCCB's new
document Open Wide Our Hearts and then join us for the discussion group. The conversation will be
facilitated by Arsenia Tate (coordinator of diversity, equity and inclusion at SMOS School) and a group of
middle school students who studied the document this year. Adults as well as middle and high school
students are welcome. Contact Gerry Rauch for more information gerrauch@gmail.com
WELCOME NEIGHBOR STL DINNER
Friday, June 14 at 6:30 pm in Church Hall
All are invited to enjoy a delicious Syrian dinner and learn more about the experience of refugees in St.
Louis area. When you attend a Welcome Neighbor STL Supper Club, your meal will be prepared by
immigrant neighbors who will share their culture and cooking skills by providing a table full of traditional
food from their country of origin. Suggested donation is $30 per person. Contact Pat Dougherty to sign
up - patdougherty48@gmail.com


