
 

SAINT MARGARET  

OF SCOTLAND  

CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

 

DECEMBER 29, 2019 

 THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. & Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

 

Monday thru Friday at 6:30 a.m.  

and Fridays at 8:00 a.m. on school days 

 

Holy Days and holidays as published  in Sunday Bulletin 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 3:45 to 4:15 p.m.  

CHRISTMAS PAST 

Students line up alongside the Christmas tree at St. Margaret of Scotland School in this 1953 group photograph. 
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PASTOR:    Rev. Matthew L. O’Toole 

  frotoole@stmargaretstl.org 

RECTORY:   3854 Flad Avenue,  

  Saint Louis, MO 63110  

      Office:  314-776-0363          

 STAFF DIRECTORY AVAILABLE AT: 

  www.stmargaretstl.org/Staff 

SCHOOL:  3964 Castleman Avenue  

  Saint Louis, MO  63110 

  Office:  314-776-7837  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY:  

  For emergency assistance call:     314-772-2219 

PARISH WEBSITE:  www.stmargaretstl.org 

PARISH EMAIL:  parishoffice@stmargaretstl.org 

SCHOOL WEBSITE:  www.smos-school.org 

FACEBOOK PAGE:  www.facebook.com/SMOSstl 

BULLETIN ARTICLE DEADLINE:  

Monday, 2:00 p.m.   

E-mail submissions to:  

communications@stmargaretstl.org 
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Saint Margaret of Scotland Church 

is a diverse, urban, Catholic parish. 

Inspired by the Holy Spirit and the 

example of our patroness, we are 

called to be a vibrant voice and beacon 

of the Catholic faith in our 

neighborhoods. 

 

We proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and 

action by: 

 

��Praying and celebrating as a Eucharistic 

community,  

��Educating children and adults to live a full 

Christian life in today’s world, 

��Serving others with unconditional generosity, and 

��Living just lives and working for a more just 

society. 
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St. Margaret of Scotland Parish School 

is a diverse, urban, vibrant, and 

inclusive Catholic community.  We 

promise a challenging learning 

environment for children, pre-

kindergarten through eighth grade, in which they 

realize their academic potential and giftedness in 

body, mind and spirit.  Our students embody the 

example of our patron saint as responsible leaders 

and caretakers of our community through works of 

service and social justice. 
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 

“Wives, be subordinate to your husbands…

Husbands, love your wives…Children, obey your 

parents in everything…Fathers, do not provoke 

your children…” (Colossians 3:18-21) 

Pope Francis said that families, through their life of 

prayer and love, become "schools of true human 

growth." Being credible witnesses of Christian love, 

especially that of family members, exerts the most 

positive influence on our children. We are all chil-

dren of God, let us pray and love each other as 

God, Our Father, does for us. 
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 November 2019 

 

Total General Fund Contributions:                   $46,915.20 

General Fund Budget Goal:                                                    $51,461.74 

Amount Over/(Under) Budget:                                     $(4,546.54) 

Number of Sundays:                                                                                                          4 

 

FY20 YTD (July ‘19 - November ‘19) 

Total General Fund Contributions:                   $254,482.84 

General Fund Budget Goal:                                                     $270,023.50 

Amount Over/(Under) Budget:                                       $(15,540.66) 
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I have something in common with Edgar Vincent Stewart.  We were both baptized 

on the same day: December 31.  My baptism was in 1967.  Edgar’s was a little 

earlier – 1899.  On that last day of the 19

th

 century, Edgar’s baptism was the first in 

the newly formed St. Margaret of Scotland parish.  This is recorded in the first 

volume of our sacramental records: born December 18, son of S. J. Stewart and 

Catherine Bokern.  The “Observanda” (remarks column) adds: “First Baptism in 

new church.  In the ‘Old Grocery Store’ church at 39

th

 St. and Russell Ave.”  This building, still standing 

on that corner, served as St. Margaret Church until our present church opened in 1907. 

 

The passing of another year prompts me to be reflective.  I have now 

been pastor of St. Margaret for nearly nine years.  In this time there 

have been 438 baptisms!  (Of these, 382 I administered.)  That 

number is crazy!  It says a great deal about the health of our parish.  

Admittedly, not all these baptisms were of children from registered 

families.  On occasion parents with a tie to our church or a unique 

circumstance may request to have a baptism held here.  Still, the vast 

majority of these babies and toddlers are being raised in St. Margaret. 

 

Along with that factoid come my observations from presiding at 

baptisms over the years.  Increasingly, there is a longer space of time 

parents are allowing between the child’s birth and baptism.  There are some reasons for this: the 

recuperation of the mother after a difficult delivery, the availability of family out of town to be present for 

the ceremony, and the formal closure of an adoption process.  But I sometimes give pause when I hear 

parents describe the conflict scheduling an early baptism would make for their social calendar or the 

desire they may express for having the baptism in a more agreeable season like summer. 

 

Officially, the Church teaches in Canon Law: “Parents are obliged to see to it that infants are baptized 

within the first weeks after birth; as soon as possible after the birth or even before it parents are to go to 

the pastor to request the sacrament for their child and to be prepared for it properly.” (canon 867.1)  And 

from the Catechism: “The Church and parents would deny a child the priceless grace of becoming a child 

of God were they not to confer baptism shortly after birth.” (CCC 1250) 

 

Official teachings aside, I would hope that parents choose early baptism for their infant so as to share their 

Catholic faith as soon as possible.  This would reflect the value they place in naming their son or daughter 

a child of God and the enthusiasm they have in raising this life in the household of Christ’s Church.  I 

become a little despondent when a parent schedules a baby’s baptism and I notice that the child was born 

several months or even a year before.  Some will say that they “just haven’t gotten around to it,” and 

others will explain, “We’ve been busy.”  So it becomes difficult to convey to such parents that baptism is 

more than a ceremony, a social event or an obligatory ritual to receive later sacraments.  Baptism must be 

appreciated as the most important day in a person’s life.  Why delay? 

 

I was baptized 24 days after my birth.  Edgar was 13 days old at his.  As I contemplate our mutual 

December 31 baptism, I am inspired to offer this unique New Year’s resolution for expectant parents and 

those working toward adoption: desire a life of faith for your child and be eager to introduce him or her to 

a larger community of Christ’s Body.  120 years after Edgar’s baptism, look how big his family of St. 

Margaret has grown! 

 

Happy New Year! 

�

Record of the first baptism at St. Margaret - 

December 31, 1899 
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In the week of Christmas, our Sunday Liturgy becomes a special Feast of the  

Holy Family. The Gospel reading in this Year A comes from the evangelist  

Matthew, an account written for a Jewish Christian audience. It is a story  

filled with great hardship and danger, a story of deliverance and survival.   

 

So much of this infancy narrative would be familiar to the Jewish audience.  

Joseph – like his namesake, the son of Jacob – has dreams that move him to  

seek safety in Egypt. Thus Jesus survives Herod’s plan to kill him. And then, after  

Herod’s death, Joseph receives the angelic “all clear” from another dream. In this harrowing episode Jesus 

relives the Exodus experience of Israel.  

 

This sojourn in Egypt is both an archetype of the history of the people of Israel, and a stunning parallel to 

the lived experience of unnumbered families throughout human history who have sought refuge from war, 

genocide, economic and political instability.  

 

When we ponder the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, we consider a 

mystery. Or is it a paradox? The human family of the Son of God is wholly 

other than our own families. In how many ways does the Holy Family 

embody the miraculous, the transcendent, the divine? I’ve lost count. And 

yet, isn’t there something totally human, ordinary, natural and familiar about 

them as well?  In the Holy Family we encounter the essential paradox of the 

incarnation, the dual nature of Christ who is truly divine, yet truly human. 

 

Well, we live most of our life in the domain of the natural. Within our 

families we can develop our sense of wonder, and of play, of justice and self

-worth. It is within our primary relationships that we encounter God, we 

learn to believe, to respect, to forgive. In this environment we find great joy 

and blessing, as well as persistent challenge and deep suffering. Love always 

involves both extremes of human experience. And yet, most of it seems so 

very ordinary. But the home in Nazareth must also have seemed mundane in many ways. Life is 

always built of work, study, meals, speaking and listening, prayer, sleep.  

 

But out of duty virtue can root. In sleep we are given dreams. A meal becomes our most sacred 

communion. May we often return to reflection on ordinary life with others. In St. Louis, and in Nazareth, 

with our family members, and with the household of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
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 NEW YEAR SERVICE TIMES 

 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

“Holy Day of Obligation” 

Tuesday, December 31, 2018 - 5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 1, 2019 - 9:00 a.m. 

2020 calendars are available 

and located at the entrances 

of the church.  Please take 

one for your home and enjoy 

the religious photos of Pope 

Francis. 
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Are you planning your weekly menus? Chances are some of your pantry supplies 

have the Box Tops for education coupon on their packaging.  Don’t forget to check 

your Hefty, Ziplock and Kleenex brand items as well.  Each coupon you clip and 

submit to our school is worth 10 cents for our educational programs.  Just gather 

them up and put them in the Sunday collection at Mass or drop them off at the 

Rectory. Learn more at:  www.BoxTops4Education.com 

�

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 

Our Parish prays before the 

Blessed Sacrament every 

Thursday from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 

p.m. Drop-ins are welcome and 

encouraged. If you can commit 

an hour, or just a half-hour of 

time each week to sit with Jesus 

in our St. Vincent Children’s 

Chapel, please contact Parish 

Office 314-776-0363.  You’ll be doing a 

service to the parish and to your own prayer 

life, too. 
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“It’s the most wonderful time of the year.”  As the song lyrics state, children  

love the magical moments of Christmas.  They are enthralled by the bright  

shining lights, the delicious delicacies of the season, and the overall friendlier  

atmosphere it seems to elicit from all.  We as adults, are also captivated by  

similar responses to this time of year, and look forward to the celebrations of  

the season.   

 

The faculty and staff at St. Margaret of Scotland celebrated the season this  

year with “ten Days of St. Margaret of Scotland Christmas”.  We kicked off the ten days by attending 

dinner at Pietro’s Restaurant hosted by the St. Margaret of Scotland Ladies Auxiliary.  Throughout the ten 

days, Teachers enjoyed dress down days, treats, raffles, and gifts.  We wrapped up our celebrations with a 

faculty and staff party at Favazza’s on the Hill hosted by the Parent Teacher Association.  One of my 

favorite things about being a part of the St. Margaret of Scotland community, is having the opportunity to 

work with such amazing, dedicated, hardworking Teachers.  This holiday season, I am most thankful for 

the love, support, and passion they bring to our students and the entire St. Margaret of Scotland 

community.  Thank you SMOS Teachers!  

 

I wish everyone at St. Margaret of Scotland a Blessed Christmas and a Happy and 

Healthy New Year!  May the newborn Savior  be in your hearts in all that you do 

during this “most wonderful time of the year.”  

�
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CONFIRMATION SPONSORS 

All 7th graders preparing for the Sacrament of  

Confirmation are reminded of the form that must 

be completed by your sponsor.  Make certain that 

the person you have invited to be your sponsor  

fulfills the expectations of this role.  He / She must 

have the pastor of their parish sign and seal the 

form that you were provided.  These must be     

completed and turned in to Mrs. Kyra Gulledge, 

our Coordinator of Religious Education, by January 

10, 2020.  Mrs. Gulledge can provide another copy 

of the sponsor form if you have misplaced this. 

 



 

 

Tuesday, December  31 

New Year Eve Mass, 5:30 p.m. - Church 

 

Wednesday, January 1 

New Year’s Day Mass, 9:00 a.m. - Church 

 

Thursday, January 2 

Eucharistic Adoration, 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Chapel 

 

Sunday, January 5 

Rosary, 7:30 a.m. - Church 

SVDP, 8:50 - 10:00 a.m. - Canmore Room 

Youth Group Rehearsal, 3:00 p.m. - Church 

 

Monday, December 30 

6:30 a.m.  Ginger Purcell    “Happy Anniversary”  

Tuesday, December 31 

6:30 a.m.   Rosalie Buckley + 

5:30 p.m.   John “Jack” Stirnemann + 

Wednesday, January 1 

9:00 a.m.   People of the Parish 

Thursday, January 2 

6:30 a.m.  Deceased Members of the Meyer Family 

Friday, January 3 

6:30 a.m.  Jane Blount + 

Saturday, January 4 

4:30 p.m.  People of the Parish 

Sunday, January 5 

8:00 a.m.   The Casey Family + 

10:00 a.m.  Hannah Marie Moore + 

 

To mark a special occasion or to remember a beloved 

family member or friend, living or deceased, with a 

Mass intention please call the Parish Office at 314-776-

0363. The bishops of Missouri ask the faithful to make a 

$10 offering for each Mass if they are able. 
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 Saturday 4:30 p.m. Sunday 8:00 a.m. Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

ALTAR SERVERS 

Nora Blaes 

Torsten Roither 

Amelia Zahra 

Mimi Dames 

Gus Dames 

William Lederle 

Dominic Keys 

Isaac Keys 

Sarah Wangard 

EUCHARISTIC  

MINISTERS 

Margie Besing 

Nellie Hopmann 

Thomas Kempker 

Mary Brake 

Joyce Herleth 

Bob Malon 

Lori Greiner 

Patty Hendrickson 

Linda Holdinghaus 

Prudence Kramer 

Matt Kuppinger 

Celeste Marx 

Marg Schmitz 

Patrick Tyburski 

Kristen Wimbley 

LECTORS 

Deb Millett 

Patrick Bittick 

Alice Benga 

Justin Roth 

Tom Wethington 

Kathy Petersen 

GREETERS 

Lucille Shirley 

Elaine Burrus 

Joann Gremmelsbacher 

Mary Brake Len Marx 

Celeste Marx 

Jan Wiedmann 

COFFEE AND 

DONUTS 

Pick-Up 

Margie Besing 

Clean-Up 

Lori Greiner 

Coffee 

Kathy Waeltermann 

DRIVERS 

Bob Herleth  Joe Hagan 
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CUB SCOUT NEWS 

 

 

 

Laudatio Si Reading Group 

 

Are you interested in learning more about our call 

as Catholics to care for Earth, our common 

home?  Join Living Justice Ministry as we study 

Pope Francis's ecological encyclical Laudato Si.  

 

Beginning in the new year, the group will meet 

every other Tuesday (January 7 and 21, February 4 

and 18, March 3) for ninety minutes in Canmore 

Room.  Can't attend every session? No             

problem.  Please join us when you can.  Contact 

Kim Westerman to RSVP or for more information -

 westerman.kim@gmail.com   

 

Fences, Cages and A Wall Program 

 

On Monday, January 6 at 6:30 pm in Church Hall. 

Teens from several local high schools went to the 

US Mexico border in November. Come hear 

about their experiences - what it meant, what they 

learned, how it has impacted their lives and what 

we can take away from all of this.  Marie Kenyon, 

director of the archdiocesan Peace and Justice 

Commission will moderate.  

 

Dragon’s Blend coffee is in 

stock! This would be a great 

chance to show your school 

spirit and  support the PTA’s 

Teachers Grant fund with 

your purchase of freshly 

roasted  coffee.   

 

$10 per bag, available in your choice of Whole 

Bean or Ground. 

 

Keurig lovers will love our reusable mesh K-cup 

filters, only $5 each! 

 

 

Purchase via WeShare here https://

stmargaretstl.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/

PTACoffee, or for cash/checks contact Julie Mudd 

at 314–960–1864 or juliemudd2001@yahoo.com 

PTA NEWS 

BOY SCOUT NEWS 
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Are you receiving new  electronic 

devices for Christmas?  What will 

you do with your old ones? 

 

Troop 110 will be holding an  

e-recycling event in March 2020.  If you have 

question or for more information please contact 

Bob Malon at anthorobert@hotmail.com or 314-

852-7029 
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Cub Scout Pack 110 is looking for 

a few men and women of the St. 

Margaret of Scotland community 

to round out our Pack Committee. 

�� Did you have kids in scouts?�

�� Were you a scout as a youth?�

 

 Whether you have a lot or a little time to give, we 

have a role for you to play in helping us to keep 

the Cub Scout program going strong at St.            

Margaret of Scotland. 

 

Open Committee roles include: Secretary (open 

now), Treasurer (beginning March 2020),           

Chairperson (beginning March 2020), Popcorn 

Sale Coordinator (beginning June 2020). 

 

For more information please contact Cubmaster 

Jeff Mudd at jeffreygmudd@gmail.com or 314-960

-4277. 
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On Monday, January 13 the Christian Classics 

Book Club will gather at 7:00 p.m. at Carpenter 

Branch library to discuss The Robe, a historical 

novel written by  ordained Lutheran minister 

Lloyd C. Douglas. A New York Times best seller 

for almost a year when published in 1942 the 

book explores the aftermath of Christ’s crucifixion 

through the experience of a Roman tribune. 

 

On Monday, February 10 will be a selection of 

work by newly “minted” Saint John Henry           

Newman, leader of the Oxford Movement in the 

mid-19

th

 Century 
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 HISTORIC RENOVATIONS • KITCHENS
BATHS • ADDITIONS • DECKS

CONSTRUCTION INC.
Rich & Susan Wurm

314-776-7224
crewcon@sbcglobal.net  www.crewcon.net

Scott Holdridge 
314-664-5433

 
1902 Arsenal St.

www.scottholdridge.net

Commercial & Residential
(314) 487-4564

PLUMBING         COMPANY
ITALIAN RESTAURANT
On The Hill • 314-772-4454

Banquet Seating up to 500 • 314-772-6003 
www.favazzas.com • www.roseofthehill.com

– FIELDER – ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC.
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED       RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
Service Upgrades • New Homes • Remodeling • Room Additions • Basements • Kitchens 

Bathrooms • Code Violations • Knob & Tube Upgrades • Stand By Generator Systems 

$20 OFF ANY ELECTRICAL WORK OF $100 OR MORE 314-966-3388

ELAINE A PUDLOWSKI, ESQ. 
FRANKEL, RUBIN, KLEIN, SIEGEL, PAYNE & PUDLOWSKI, P.C.
231 S. BEMISTON AVENUE, SUITE 1111 
CLAYTON, MISSOURI 63105
O: (314) 725-8000 EXT. 114 | F: (314) 726-5837 
EPUDLOWSKI@FRANKELRUBIN.COMFAMILY LAW

314-832-5454
Greg Domian, Parishioner
4916 Hampton Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63109
www.olympicsg.com

K&K Senior Services
We are currently enrolling clients, for adults &

children CDS Services & In-Home Services 
Dedicated To Quality Personal Care

Raising The Standard Of Senior Care
Call us and we will be there

314-240-5955

HAIR CENTER
Winner of State and

National Hairstyling Awards

4722 VIRGINIA AVE.
ST. LOUIS, MO 63111

314-832-1004
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

BETH HARBAUGH
Stylist  Perm Specialist  Color Tech

DON HARBAUGH
Stylist  Perm Specialist  Color Tech
Hair Loss Specialist

314-565-3167                                      www.mrdcorp.com

Decks • Garages • 
Custom Home Building • 

Services, Interior / Exterior • 
Historical Rehab Homes •

• Full / Complete Remodeling
• Room Additions • Kitchens 
• Baths • Basement Finishes

1999    Celebrating 20 Years    2019

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES  
STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES 

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS

SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

ST. LOUIS HILLS
6759 Chippewa Street

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) 
St. Louis, MO 63109

(314) 644-0643

O’FALLON, MO
2953 Hwy K

(at Hwy N, between Dierbergs and Sears) 

O’Fallon, MO 63368
(636) 379-3705

 
Brian Flatley 
(314) 732-9354 

brian.flatley@cbgundaker.com

3457 Magnolia Ave
St. Louis, MO

Mon-Thu 4pm to 10pm
Fri & Sat 4pm to 1:30am

2131 Marconi Ave.
St. Louis, MO

Mon-Thu 4pm to 10pm
Fri & Sat 4pm to 1:30am

TOWER GROVE 
THE HILL

Contact Brian Davidson to place an ad today! 
bdavidson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2602


