
 

SAINT MARGARET  

OF SCOTLAND  

CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

 

JANUARY 12, 2020 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. & Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

 

Monday thru Friday at 6:30 a.m.  

and Fridays at 8:00 a.m. on school days 

 

Holy Days and holidays as published  in Sunday Bulletin 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 3:45 to 4:15 p.m.  

 

THREE BAPTISMS ON THREE KINGS DAY 

The first parish baptisms of the New Year took place last Sunday.  Three infants - Gretchen, Atticus and Grant - were brought by 

their families to St. Margaret to begin their life of faith in the Catholic Church.  They are gifts to us, not gold, frankincense or 

myrrh, but children of God! 
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PASTOR:    Rev. Matthew L. O’Toole 

  frotoole@stmargaretstl.org 

RECTORY:   3854 Flad Avenue,  

  Saint Louis, MO 63110  

      Office:  314-776-0363          

 STAFF DIRECTORY AVAILABLE AT: 

  www.stmargaretstl.org/Staff 

SCHOOL:  3964 Castleman Avenue  

  Saint Louis, MO  63110 

  Office:  314-776-7837  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY:  

  For emergency assistance call:     314-772-2219 

PARISH WEBSITE:  www.stmargaretstl.org 

PARISH EMAIL:  parishoffice@stmargaretstl.org 

SCHOOL WEBSITE:  www.smos-school.org 

FACEBOOK PAGE:  www.facebook.com/SMOSstl 

BULLETIN ARTICLE DEADLINE:  

Monday, 2:00 p.m.   

E-mail submissions to:  

communications@stmargaretstl.org 
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Saint Margaret of Scotland Church 

is a diverse, urban, Catholic parish. 

Inspired by the Holy Spirit and the 

example of our patroness, we are 

called to be a vibrant voice and beacon 

of the Catholic faith in our 

neighborhoods. 

 

We proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and 

action by: 

 

��Praying and celebrating as a Eucharistic 

community,  

��Educating children and adults to live a full 

Christian life in today’s world, 

��Serving others with unconditional generosity, and 

��Living just lives and working for a more just 

society. 
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St. Margaret of Scotland Parish School 

is a diverse, urban, vibrant, and 

inclusive Catholic community.  We 

promise a challenging learning 

environment for children, pre-

kindergarten through eighth grade, in which they 

realize their academic potential and giftedness in 

body, mind and spirit.  Our students embody the 

example of our patron saint as responsible leaders 

and caretakers of our community through works of 

service and social justice. 
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We welcome to the church the 

newly baptized Gretchen James 

Moore daughter of Sara and 

Thomas Moore, Grant William 

Freeman son of Lauren and Terrence Freeman 

and Atticus Walker Siegel son of Molly and 

Derek Siegel.  Please join us in congratulating 

these parents upon the baptism of their children.  

We pledge them our continued, prayerful 

support throughout the journey of Christian 

parenting. 
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 December 2019 

 

Total General Fund Contributions:                   $62,426.79 

General Fund Budget Goal:                                                    $64,176.54 

Amount Over/(Under) Budget:                                     $(1,749.75) 

Number of Sundays:                                                                                                          5 

 

FY20 YTD (July ‘19 - December ‘19) 

Total General Fund Contributions:                   $316,824.63 

General Fund Budget Goal:                                                     $334,200.04 

Amount Over/(Under) Budget:                                       $(17,375.41) 
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Following today’s last Christmas celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, the 

Church’s calendar begins a period known liturgically as ‘Ordinary Time.’  

Ordinary Time isn’t a season, but a way to describe the weeks between the five 

liturgical seasons: Advent, Christmas, Lent, the Paschal Triduum and Easter.  

When we hear ‘ordinary’ we usually think of plain, regular, or run-of-the-mill.  

Here we use ‘ordinary’ in the sense of ‘counted.’  Ordinal numbers are ‘first,’ 

‘second,’ ‘third,’ and so on.  This Monday begins the first week of Ordinary Time, and next weekend we’ll 

refer to it as the ‘second week in Ordinary Time.’  Hence, we are counting the weeks between the more 

thematic seasons of the Church.  Green is the color for the season as it suggests hope and verdant 

prospects. 

 

We also have a three year cycle of readings from scripture for our Sunday liturgies, referred to as Years A, 

B and C.  Each year at Sunday Mass in Ordinary Time we read bit by bit through one of the gospels.  2020 

is Year A which takes up the gospel of Matthew.  (Year B is devoted to Mark and Year C to Luke.  John’s 

gospel is peppered throughout the years and makes special appearances in the Easter season.)  As we look 

ahead to this gospel, it’s worth noting some of the unique components of Matthew’s writing and his 

recurring themes. 

�

The audience of Matthew’s gospel 

is primarily Jews who have come 

to believe in Jesus as the Christ.  

So his presentation of Jesus will 

emphasize a continuity with Old 

Testament figures and themes. 

Matthew’s gospel opens with a 

genealogy that traces Jesus’ family 

back to Abraham, the “Father of 

the faith.”  Luke’s genealogy goes 

back to Adam, the first man, thus 

emphasizing a more universal  

purpose for the messiah. 

Some material found only in Matthew’s gospel: 

the adoration of the magi, the interpretation of 

some parables, Peter named as the head of 

Christ’s Church, the warning to followers of     

persecutions to come, the suicide of Judas,  

the bribery of the guards at Jesus’ tomb. 

A central theme to Jesus’ preaching 

is the “kingdom of heaven.”   

It appears more than thirty times in 

this gospel, and Jesus emphasizes 

that it is more than a spiritual realm 

but something to come about on 

Earth. 

Jesus is presented as a king from the 

House of David.  He is born in Bethlehem 

like the shepherd-king.   

The title “messiah” is a Davidic title. 

Matthew likens Jesus to the great leader and 

teacher, Moses.  He fasts in the desert for 

forty days, and he delivers the Beatitudes in 

the Sermon on the Mount, like Moses  

bringing the Law down from Sinai. 

The call to discipleship is key in Matthew.  One is           

summoned to repentance and to seek righteousness.  

This is achieved in practical ways by observing the       

Golden Rule, living with childlike humility, and a          

willingness to forgive offenders.  A commitment to prayer, 

fasting and works of compassion are also strongly 

preached by Jesus in Matthew’s gospel. 

“The Inspiration of Saint Matthew” by Caravaggio, 1602. 

In religious art, St. Matthew is symbolized by the winged man – not an 

angel!  The human form represents how the evangelist opens his 

gospel by recalling the family tree of Jesus.  (Google images) 
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And a voice came from the heavens, saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 

pleased.” (Matthew 3:17) 

Two thoughts come to mind when reading this. First, God, Our Father, is so generous, that he gave his      

only son, whom he really loves, to us so that we can have eternal life with him in heaven. God, Our           

Creator, really loves us, too! Second, Jesus was obedient to his           

Father’s will, even to the point of death. This is a reminder that our 

own lives are pure gifts from God and meant to serve God and          

others. 

�

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 

 

 

Last Sunday, the great Feast of the Epiphany, Fr. O’Toole built his homily  

on a very simple question: “Do you want God?”  As he spoke, I began to see 

that this was not so simple a question.  And ever since, it has remained with 

me, oddly elusive yet insistent.  The questions we are used to hearing are 

“What do you want for Christmas?” and “Are you all ready for 

Christmas?”  (Gosh, I hate that question!) Perhaps these are essentially  

diluted and indirect ways of asking THE question: “Do you want God?” 

 

Another question has also arisen for me in these final days of Christmas: Have you ever had an epiphany?  

 

The Greek word epiphany means “showing forth’ or “bringing to light,” and it refers to the manifestation 

of Christ to the Gentiles – as told in last Sunday’s Gospel.  But there are also other epiphanies in scripture. 

And in modern usage the word is used to refer to any “sudden insight or revelation.”  In this sense an 

epiphany can be an entirely secular experience.  So maybe more precisely the Baptism of the Lord – 

today’s Feast – presents us with a Theophany – a manifestation of God. So let me rephrase the question: 

Have you ever experienced a Theophany? 

 

I hope so. Still, any of our experiences would probably seem slight compared to what is told in our 

Gospel reading today: 

 

After Jesus was baptized, 

he came up from the water and behold, 

the heavens were opened for him, 

and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and coming upon him. 

And a voice came from the heavens, saying, 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

Experiences that transcend our normal daily business can occur through important life events (loving 

another, experiencing birth or death, etc.), and these are moments in which God can be manifested.  

Pope Francis often emphasizes everyday holiness, or the saints next door, reminding us that God is found 

not only in religious shrines and peak experiences, but in our everyday experience.  God is manifest to us 

in countless ways that range from stunning to subtle, from glorious to tragic. Have you ever experienced a 

Theophany? 

 

Our parish Mission Statement reminds us that we are called to be “a vibrant voice and beacon of the 

Catholic faith in our neighborhoods.”  Do we have a clear sense that this is what we are about in our 

lives?  Is there something I could be doing to better reflect the light that dispels darkness?  Have you ever 

been a Theophany? 
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I have had this prayer card on my desk for several years. I  

have a bookmark with these same statements that sits on my  

nightstand. Always, but especially with each new year, I try  

to remind myself that there is only so much we can control -  

as a child with aging parents, as a parent with growing  

children, as a spouse in a marriage, as an educator  

responsible for developing beautiful souls, as a human in a  

complex world. I challenge myself and my family to do what  

we can to the best of our God-given abilities, but there are things that happen in life that are out of our 

control.  

 

Could all of us challenge ourselves to one or more of these statements this year? 

 

Trusting in the Lord’s timing - not our own timeline 

Relying on the Lord’s promises - confident that He will fulfill 

Waiting for the Lord’s answers - patiently seeking them in the ordinary  

Believing in the Lord’s miracles - they occur on a large and small scale 

Rejoicing in the Lord’s goodness - with our children, with our family, within ourselves 

Relaxing in the Lord’s presence - an incredibly calming and peaceful experience 

 

St. Margaret of Scotland, Pray for Us! 
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Monday, January 13 

Christian Classics Book Club, 7:00 p.m. - Carpenter Branch 

Library 

Dead Theologians Society, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Chapel 

 

Tuesday, January 14 

PTA Mtg., 7:00 p.m. - School Cafeteria 

Living Justice Racial Equity Team Mtg., 7:00 p.m. - 3827 

Castleman 

 

Wednesday, January  15 

Centering Prayer, 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. - Chapel 

Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. - Church 

 

Thursday, January 16 

Eucharistic Adoration, 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Chapel 

Young Adults & Professionals, 6:00 p.m. - Rectory Dining Rm 

Living Justice Care of Creation Team Mtg., 7:00 p.m. - 

Canmore Room 

 

Friday, January 17 

School Mass, 8:00 a.m. - Church 

4th Grade Retreat following Mass 

 

Sunday, January 19 

Rosary, 7:30 a.m. - Church 

Respect Life, 9:00 a.m. - Church Hall 

 

Monday, January 13 

6:30 a.m.  Curran Stirnemann Family 

Tuesday, January 14 

6:30 a.m.   Mario Garza + 

Wednesday, January 15 

6:30 a.m.   John “Jack “ Stirnemann + 

Thursday, January 16 

6:30 a.m.  Rosalie Buckley + 

Friday, January 17 

6:30 a.m.  The Casey Family + 

8:00 a.m.  John Hrenax + 

Saturday, January 18 

4:30 p.m.  People of the Parish 

Sunday, January 19 

8:00 a.m.   Curran Stirnemann Family 

10:00 a.m.  Ted Davis 

 

To mark a special occasion or to remember a beloved 

family member or friend, living or deceased, with a 

Mass intention please call the Parish Office at 314-776-

0363. The bishops of Missouri ask the faithful to make a 

$10 offering for each Mass if they are able. 
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 Saturday 4:30 p.m. Sunday 8:00 a.m. Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

ALTAR SERVERS 

Julia Dunn 

Ryan Harper 

Amelia Zahra 

Xavier LaPorte 

Charlie LeBlanc 

Evey Ohs 

Ian Daugherty 

Ben Drebes 

Tucker Hill 

EUCHARISTIC  

MINISTERS 

Ginger Purcell 

Tom Purcell 

Kelly White 

Steven Callen 

Joyce Herleth 

Bob Herleth 

Chris Bahr 

Amelia Blanton 

Jerrod Gerstner 

Lori Greiner 

Linda Holinghaus 

Barbara Rose Koch, CPPS 

Mary Lisa Penilla 

Lynn Schwaab 

Kristen Wimbley 

LECTORS 

Patrick Bittick 

Kathy Petersen 

Dave Reid 

Barb Blaes 

Prudence Kramer 

Matty Kleinberg 

GREETERS 

Lucille Shirley 

Elaine Burrus 

Joann Gremmelsbacher 

Mary Brake Chris Bahr 

Drew Bradshaw 

Julie Bradshaw 

COFFEE AND 

DONUTS 

Pick-Up 

Mary & Gene Cullmann 

Clean-Up 

Stephanie Noecker 

Coffee 

Kathy Waeltermann 

DRIVERS 

Marco Kramer  Sean Thomas 
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       Giving Tree Winter Outreach 

Thank You!!  Thank You!!  Thank You!! 

 

Our Parish showed its endless generosity again 

this Christmas season. You provided over $13,600 

in “Gifts of Heat & Light”; over $1000 in gift cards; 

our amazing St. Margaret’s students filled our 

pantry with an abundance of personal care and 

household products; and, our fantastic Girl Scouts 

baked dozens of cookies to be taken out on our 

home visits until they run out. An overwhelming 

show of love, you are all Amazing! Our neighbors 

will be so happy to receive your gifts throughout 

the winter, and your SVDP is humbled 

by your response. 

 

The Giving Tree effort takes many 

loving and capable people, so special 

thanks to:  

the best-ever planning committee/Elves: Maryjo 

Thornburgh, Betsy Rebholz, Kathy Waeltermann, 

Jo Ann Hoehn , Michelle LaPorte, and Bev 

Dougherty; School Principal Clare Young for 

coordinating the school’s efforts; Sarah Kellett-

Henry for organizing the Girl Scouts; Kathy Puhr & 

Lou Axeman for organizing the pantry with all the 

new supplies;  Chris Stephens for providing our 

Giving Tree ornaments and Carmela Garza and Fr. 

O’Toole for all their help and support. 

 

Thank You ALL, again, for your generosity, 

answering the call, and caring about our neighbors 

in need.  May you all have a wonderful New Year! 

 

 Kay Reid 
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Are you planning your weekly menus? Chances 

are some of your pantry supplies have 

the Box Tops for education coupon on 

their packaging.  Don’t forget to check 

your Hefty, Ziplock and Kleenex brand 

items as well.  Each coupon you clip 

and submit to our school is worth 10 cents for 

our educational programs.  Just gather them up 

and put them in the Sunday collection at Mass or 

drop them off at the Rectory. Learn more at:  

www.BoxTops4Education.com 

 

 

 

Get to know your immigrant neighbors!    

Volunteers are needed to prepare and serve food 

for the Community Lunch at the International           

Institute (3401 Arsenal) on Thursday, January 23. 

If you have questions or  to sign up please contact 

Pat Dougherty - patdougherty48@gmail.com 
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On Monday, January 13 the Christian Classics 

Book Club will gather at 7:00 p.m. at Carpenter 

Branch library to discuss The Robe, a historical 

novel written by  ordained Lutheran minister 

Lloyd C. Douglas. A New York Times best seller 

for almost a year when published in 1942 the 

book explores the aftermath of Christ’s crucifixion 

through the experience of a Roman tribune. 

 

On Monday, February 10 will be a selection of 

work by newly “minted” Saint John Henry           

Newman, leader of the Oxford Movement in the 

mid-19

th

 Century 
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Our Lady’s Inn Maternity Homes is having their 

Annual Trivia Night – Saturday, January 18 at 

Chaminade College Prep School (425 S.            

Lindbergh). Doors open at 6:00 p.m. and trivia        

begins at 7:00 p.m. Cost is $25 per person and 

$200 for a table of eight. For more information or 

to register, visit www.ourladysinn.org or call            

Katrina at 314-736-1544. 

 

Guided by our Mission, Our Lady’s Inn provides 

pregnant women and their children shelter and 

hope for a new life through humble acts of love. 
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 HISTORIC RENOVATIONS • KITCHENS
BATHS • ADDITIONS • DECKS

CONSTRUCTION INC.
Rich & Susan Wurm

314-776-7224
crewcon@sbcglobal.net  www.crewcon.net

Scott Holdridge
314-664-5433

 
1902 Arsenal St. 

www.scottholdridge.net
Commercial & Residential

(314) 487-4564

PLUMBING         COMPANY
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

     On The Hill • 314-772-4454

Banquet Seating up to 500 • 314-772-6003 
www.favazzas.com • www.roseofthehill.com

– FIELDER – ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC.
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED       RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Service Upgrades • New Homes • Remodeling • Room Additions • Basements • Kitchens 
Bathrooms • Code Violations • Knob & Tube Upgrades • Stand By Generator Systems 

$20 OFF ANY ELECTRICAL WORK OF $100 OR MORE 314-966-3388

ELAINE A PUDLOWSKI, ESQ. 
FRANKEL, RUBIN, KLEIN, SIEGEL, PAYNE & PUDLOWSKI, P.C.

231 S. BEMISTON AVENUE, SUITE 1111 
CLAYTON, MISSOURI 63105

O: (314) 725-8000 EXT. 114 | F: (314) 726-5837

EPUDLOWSKI@FRANKELRUBIN.COMFAMILY LAW

314-832-5454
Greg Domian, Parishioner

4916 Hampton Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63109
www.olympicsg.com

K&K Senior Services
We are currently enrolling clients, for adults &

children CDS Services & In-Home Services 

Dedicated To Quality Personal Care

Raising The Standard Of Senior Care

Call us and we will be there

314-240-5955

HAIR CENTER
Winner of State and

National Hairstyling Awards

4722 VIRGINIA AVE.
ST. LOUIS, MO 63111

314-832-1004
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

BETH HARBAUGH
Stylist  Perm Specialist  Color Tech

DON HARBAUGH
Stylist  Perm Specialist  Color Tech
Hair Loss Specialist 314-565-3167                                           www.mrdcorp.com

Decks • Garages • 
Custom Home Building • 

Services, Interior / Exterior • 
Historical Rehab Homes •

• Full / Complete Remodeling
• Room Additions • Kitchens 
• Baths • Basement Finishes

1999    Celebrating 20 Years    2019

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES  

STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES 

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS

SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

ST. LOUIS HILLS
6759 Chippewa Street

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) 

St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 644-0643

O’FALLON, MO
2953 Hwy K

(at Hwy N, between Dierbergs and Sears) 

O’Fallon, MO 63368
(636) 379-3705  

Brian Flatley 
(314) 732-9354 

 
brian.flatley@cbgundaker.com

3457 Magnolia Ave
St. Louis, MO

Mon-Thu 4pm to 10pm
Fri & Sat 4pm to 1:30am

2131 Marconi Ave.
St. Louis, MO

Mon-Thu 4pm to 10pm
Fri & Sat 4pm to 1:30am

TOWER GROVE 
THE HILL

Contact Brian Davidson to place an ad today! 
bdavidson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2602


