
 

SAINT MARGARET  

OF SCOTLAND  

CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

 

FEBRUARY 2, 2020 

 THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. & Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

 

Monday thru Friday at 6:30 a.m.  

and Fridays at 8:00 a.m. on school days 

 

Holy Days and holidays as published  in Sunday Bulletin 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 3:45 to 4:15 p.m.  

Simeon an Anna                             painting by Jan van’t Hoff  www.gospelimages.com                                                    
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PASTOR:    Rev. Matthew L. O’Toole 

  frotoole@stmargaretstl.org 

RECTORY:   3854 Flad Avenue,  

  Saint Louis, MO 63110  

      Office:  314-776-0363          

 STAFF DIRECTORY AVAILABLE AT: 

  www.stmargaretstl.org/Staff 

SCHOOL:  3964 Castleman Avenue  

  Saint Louis, MO  63110 

  Office:  314-776-7837  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY:  

  For emergency assistance call:     314-772-2219 

PARISH WEBSITE:  www.stmargaretstl.org 

PARISH EMAIL:  parishoffice@stmargaretstl.org 

SCHOOL WEBSITE:  www.smos-school.org 

FACEBOOK PAGE:  www.facebook.com/SMOSstl 

BULLETIN ARTICLE DEADLINE:  

Monday, 2:00 p.m.   

E-mail submissions to:  

communications@stmargaretstl.org 
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Saint Margaret of Scotland Church 

is a diverse, urban, Catholic parish. 

Inspired by the Holy Spirit and the 

example of our patroness, we are 

called to be a vibrant voice and beacon 

of the Catholic faith in our 

neighborhoods. 

 

We proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and 

action by: 

 

��Praying and celebrating as a Eucharistic 

community,  

��Educating children and adults to live a full 

Christian life in today’s world, 

��Serving others with unconditional generosity, and 

��Living just lives and working for a more just 

society. 
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St. Margaret of Scotland Parish School 

is a diverse, urban, vibrant, and 

inclusive Catholic community.  We 

promise a challenging learning 

environment for children, pre-

kindergarten through eighth grade, in which they 

realize their academic potential and giftedness in 

body, mind and spirit.  Our students embody the 

example of our patron saint as responsible leaders 

and caretakers of our community through works of 

service and social justice. 
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Thank you for your donation of Box Tops for 

Education which for the 2019 year has raised 

$1,202.10 

 

 Chances are some of your pantry 

supplies example cereal, brownie 

mixes and fruit snacks have the 

Box Tops for education coupon on 

their packaging.  Don’t forget to check your 

Hefty, Ziplock and Kleenex brand items as well.  

Each coupon you clip and submit to our school is 

worth 10 cents for our educational programs.  

Just gather them up and put them in the Sunday 

collection at Mass or drop them off at the 

R e c t o r y .  L e a r n  m o r e  a t :  

www.BoxTops4Education.com 
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“…they took him up to Jerusalem to present him 

to the Lord...” (Luke 2:22) 

How seriously do you take being a Catholic?  Is 

“being Catholic” something I just do when I attend 

Sunday Mass or attend one of my parish 

functions?  It’s easy to be Catholic then, it’s harder 

to be Catholic when I am out in the world.  Would 

someone recognize you as a Catholic by the way 

you act, dress, and talk?  How do you present 

yourself to the Lord and to others? 

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 
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In the calendar of ancient Rome, the month of February was a late addition.  Four 

centuries before the birth of Christ, the Roman year had only ten months.  The last, 

December, got its name from the Latin word for ten, decem.  The first month, 

March, was named for Mars, the god of war, for the springtime was an opportunity 

for a resumption of military battles.  So the frigid days between December and 

March were “downtime” – evidently too cold and too dark to bother counting.  

Around 450 BC there emerged the Roman practice of purification for wrongs done, a rite known in Latin 

as februa.  So “February” was a time for getting cleaned up and right with the gods in preparation for 

going to war in March. 

 

As Christianity came to dominate the culture, many pagan observances from the Roman Empire got a new 

skin.  Today’s celebration of the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, or “Purification of the Lord,” is one 

obvious adaptation.  February 2 is the fortieth day following Christmas, the birthday of Jesus.  In this feast, 

we celebrate Jesus as the “consolation of Israel,” the light, the relief to His people.  During these wintry 

days, it is a fitting message of hope and anticipation of brighter days ahead. 

 

Is it any wonder, then, that Groundhog Day ended up 

on February 2?  Originally it was farmers in Germany 

who believed that a badger interrupted his winter nap 

on the Feast of the Presentation to determine whether 

or not his hibernation was finished.  A sunny day 

makes for a shadow which scares him back inside; six 

more weeks of winter.  A cloudy day told him winter 

was ending and spring is on the horizon.  Those 

German farmers who immigrated to Pennsylvania 

couldn’t find badgers, but groundhogs worked just as 

well. 

 

The themes of sunshine and shadows play an added role when we hear the prayer of Simeon.  Promised 

by God not to see death before he saw the Christ, Simeon takes the Child in his arms and blesses Him as 

“a light to all nations.” (Lk 2:32)  This prayer on the Feast of the Presentation gave rise to another name for 

the day: Candlemas.  It became customary on this day to bless all the candles used in church for the 

coming year.  Again, the symbol of a light in the darkness serves as a reminder to Catholics to carry their 

baptismal candle into the world and to shine the light of gospel truth. 

 

But wait!  There’s more!  Following Candlemas is the memorial of St. Blaise, an early 4

th

 century bishop in 

Armenia and a physician as well.  Condemned to death for being a Christian, legend says that when he 

was going to his martyrdom, a mother appealed to the bishop for her son who was choking on a fishbone.  

Blaise’s miraculous healing of the boy gave rise to the tradition on his feast day of blessing throats with 

two candles (freshly blessed from the day before) tied into the shape of a cross.  A timely custom, for by 

this point of winter we’re at the height of the cold and sore throat season.  Here at St. Margaret we will 

provide the blessing of throats at the end of the Monday’s morning Mass at 6:30 a.m. 

 

The opening of February provides a rich array of observances – from Roman purification to Christ’s 

presentation; from groundhogs to candles; from cold dormancy to illuminated health.  We are advancing 

to brighter days! 

 

Illustrations from Google images. 
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Today is the Feast of the Presentation, also known as Candlemas, the                 

traditional day for the blessing of our liturgical candles. This feast, celebrated 

40 days after Christmas, falls on the midway point between the winter           

solstice and the spring equinox.  

 

This is a feast of light and shadow. In the Gospel according to Luke, the             

righteous and devout Simeon recognizes Jesus as the long awaited savior. His  

words are prayed  every night in the Liturgy of the Hours: 

 

Now, Master, you may let your servant go  

   in peace, according to your word,  

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

   which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples: 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

   and glory for your people Israel. 

 

This is a prayer of thanksgiving and fulfillment. Our parish has just laid to rest one of our longest-lived  

elders, Catherine Anstey, who embodied a joy in life and faithful contentment at its close. 

 

And, as I write, my family and friends are keeping a vigil with my mother, Katherine. At age 96 she is           

approaching the end of her earthly journey.   

 

Like Mary and Joseph she humbly and steadfastly adhered to the practice of her faith and performance of 

her duties. Like the prophetess Anna, she has prayed constantly: as Alzheimer’s gradually robbed her          

faculties, the prayers of the Rosary were among the last bits of language she retained.  

 

And my mother reminds me of Simeon who, it is said,  “longed to see the Lord, saw him incarnate,           

recognized him and took him in his arms.” My mother had a very rich sacramental life, and in the sacred 

mysteries, especially the Eucharist, she saw, recognized and took the Lord to herself.  

 

At the end of a day, at the end of a life, it is good that we pray with the Church: 

 

Save us, Lord, while we are awake; protect us while we sleep;  

that we may keep watch with Christ and rest with him in peace.  
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February Living Justice Events 

All are welcome to join events with the Living  Justice ministry this month. For more information or have 

questions please contact Kaitlyn Venta - kfsanders1@gmail.com 

 

Immigration Team Meeting  

Tuesday, February 4 at 5:30 pm in Purcell Hall 

 

Racial Equity Team Meeting 

Tuesday, February 11 at  7:00 pm (3827 Castelman) 

 

Laudato Si Study  

Tuesday, February 4 and 18 at 6:30 pm in Canmore Room 

 

JustMatters Faith and Racial Equity Kickoff Retreat 

Saturday, February 29  8:00 am in Canmore Room (sign up on WeShare) 
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ANOINTING OF THE SICK MASS 

Each year we provide an opportunity at Mass for those seriously ill to receive the Sacrament of the 

Sick.  On Saturday, February 15 at the 4:30 p.m. liturgy we will make this special anointing                        

available.  This sacrament is intended by the Church to be an occasion for those whose health is seriously 

compromised by disease, accident or advanced age to receive the balm of Jesus' comfort and graces as 

well as the consolation of the community.  Those wishing to receive the sacrament will be given directions 

on where to sit when they arrive at the Mass. 

NEWS FROM ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS 

Candidate  Steven Callen 

 

Canon 1029 - After all circumstances have been taken into account in the prudent judgment of 

the proper bishop or the competent major superior, only those should be promoted to orders 

who have an integral faith, are motivated by a right intention, possess the required knowledge, 

and enjoy a good reputation, good morals, and proven virtues, and other physical and psychological 

qualities which are appropriate to the order to be received. 

 

The above is what Canon Law says about one who petitions the Archbishop to be ordained a Deacon.  

Canon 1029 make it clear that becoming a Deacon is not about fulfilling requirements, it is about an 

integrated lifestyle of love for Jesus Christ and of the Church. 

 

Following the age-old custom of the Church, as maintained by Canon Law (Canon 1051, paragraph 2), it 

is my privilege to announce publicly that Mr. Steven Callen is a candidate for the major order of Sacred 

Diaconate, to be conferred on June 6, 2020, at 10:00 a.m. the Cathedral Basilica.  Anyone who knows 

any reason why this candidate should not be ordained is bound to disclose this immediately. 

 

Please join me in prayer for Mr. Callen for ordination will be times of extraordinary grace and biding 

peace.  - Rev. Matthew O’Toole 

�

The Archdiocese of St. Louis has developed a new system for safe environment compliance called Prevent 

and Protect STL.  Everyone ministering to minors and vulnerable adults (clergy, employees and volunteers) 

in the Archdiocese are required and asked to register in the new system before June 30, 2020.  This        

includes those new to service and those who are currently in service.   

In addition to attending a live Protecting God’s Children workshop, all clergy, volunteers, and employees 

will register for an updated background screening, view two new online training modules on abuse          

reporting and the Code of Ethical Conduct, and agree to the updated Code of Ethical Conduct.  For those 

who have already attended a live Protecting God’s Children workshop, your previous training date will 

transfer to this new system and you will not need to repeat this live workshop.    

Please go to www.preventandprotectstl.org  click “Register” below the LOG IN button  

enter your name, enter the passcode stlprotect when prompted.   

�� Select type of location where you are a volunteer or employee Parish or Parish 

School.   

�� Select the specific location by name St. Margaret of Scotland Parish or School.   

�� Click the roles associated with your employment/volunteer service at the parish.   

�� If you are active at only St. Margaret of Scotland this will be your primary location.  If you are active at 

more than one location, click the ADD PARISH/LOCATION button and repeat the steps to assign          

ourself to other locations/parishes. 

Contact your parish Child Safety Coordinator Carmela Garza at 314-776-0363 with any questions or for  

further assistance.  
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Tuesday, February 4 

Living Justice Immigration Team Mtg., -5:30 p.m. - School 

Cafeteria 

Living Justice Care of Creation Team, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - 

Canmore Room 

 

Wednesday, February 5 

Centering Prayer, 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. - Chapel 

Finance/School Board Mtg., 7:00 p.m. - School 

Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. - Church 

 

Thursday, February 6 

Eucharistic Adoration, 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Chapel 

Wolf Scouts, 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. - Church Hall 

 

Friday, February 7 

School Mass, 8:00 a.m. - Church 

3rd Grade Retreat following Mass - Church Hall 

1st Grade Girl Scouts, 3:15 p.m. - 4 p.m. - Church Hall 

 

Saturday, February 8 

Scout Sunday & Youth Group  led Mass, 4:30 p.m. - Church 

Scouts Reception following Mass - Church Hall 

  

Sunday, February 9 

Rosary, 7:30 a.m. - Church 

Living Justice Advocacy Corner, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. - Church H 

 

Monday, February 3 

6:30 a.m.  August A. Meyer Jr. + 

Tuesday, February 4 

6:30 a.m.   Catherine Anstey + 

Wednesday, February 5 

6:30 a.m.  Fr. Jack Gavin OSA + 

Thursday, February 6 

6:30 a.m.  Suzie Klosterman + 

Friday, February 7 

6:30 a.m.  John “Jack” Stirnemann + 

8:00 a.m. John “Jack” Galmiche + 

Saturday, February 8 

4:30 p.m.  People of the Parish 

Sunday, February 9 

8:00 a.m.   Gloria Rudd + 

10:00 a.m.  Tom Kutis Family 

 

 

To mark a special occasion or to remember a beloved 

family member or friend, living or deceased, with a 

Mass intention please call the Parish Office at 314-776-

0363. The bishops of Missouri ask the faithful to make a 

$10 offering for each Mass if they are able. 

 

M������� S
����� ��W����� ��  F�������  8  �  9�

 Saturday 4:30 p.m. Sunday 8:00 a.m. Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

ALTAR SERVERS 

Alyssa Ackerman 

Estell Andrews 

Patrick Byrne 

Amelia Zahra 

Keira Kennedy 

Charlie LeBlanc 

Ian Daugherty 

Torsten Roither 

Olive Straka 

EUCHARISTIC  

MINISTERS 

Steven Callen 

Nellie Hopmann 

Carol Schumer 

Erik Bates 

Elaine Pudlowski 

Kelly White 

Julie Bradshaw 

Virginia Coates-Favron 

Ryan Janusick 

Barbara Rose Koch, CPPS 

Matt Kuppinger 

Celeste Marx 

John Merideth 

Mimi Newsham Mahoney 

Mary Lisa Penilla 

LECTORS 

Special Assignment Patrick Bittick 

Alice Benga 

Patrick Tyburski 

Kristen Wimbley 

GREETERS 

Lucille Shirley 

Elaine Burrus 

Joann Gremmelsbacher 

Dianne May Ted Petersen 

Kathy Petersen 

Emily Straka 

COFFEE AND 

DONUTS 

Pick-Up 

Allyson Nolle 

Clean-Up 

Tom & Angie Reitenbach 

Coffee 

Linda Holdinghaus 

DRIVERS 

Kevin Whirley  Joe Hagan 
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We had a fantastic Catholic School Week at St. Margaret of Scotland! We are  

so thankful for our Student Council student leaders for planning a fun-filled  

week for all.  

 

Last Sunday, we welcomed many prospective families to see our school and  

the achievements of our students.  

 

On Monday, students enjoyed comfy clothes, dance breaks over the  

intercom, and a movie at the end of the day with popcorn provided by our PTA.  

 

On Tuesday, Vocations Day, students explored hearing God’s call to religious, married, or single life.  

Our second and eighth grade students heard Fr. Cuthbert Elliott O.S.B., Headmaster at Saint Louis Priory 

School, and Sr. Karolyn Nunes 

from the Sisters of St. Francis of 

the Martyr St. George, speak 

about their call to religious life.  

What passionate witnesses of 

answering God’s call!  They 

spoke about how the discernment 

process takes time and the path 

might not always be direct, but 

patience and prayer will lead to a full life as a servant of God.  We ended the day with a wonderful 

performance from Christian Brothers College High School’s band.  

 

On Wednesday, parents were surprised with donuts during morning drop-off as our students thanked 

each of them for the gift of Catholic education.  Our eighth graders represented St. Margaret’s at the 

annual regional mass with other local Catholic schools.  The traditional 8th grade vs faculty volleyball 

game was a spirited way to end this day.  

 

On Thursday, teachers were blessed with lunch from the St. Margaret of Scotland Ladies Auxiliary 

organization and competed in Minute to Win It Games chosen by the students.  Our teachers were such 

great sports!  

 

On Friday, our teachers had a full day of professional development where we learned strategies to help 

students gain executive functioning skills, manage ADHD in the classroom in all its 

various forms, and learn more about dyslexia.  As a staff we also participated in 

thought-provoking and community-building diversity training with facilitators from 

the Anti-Defamation League.  

 

We are grateful to all families and parishioners who support our school and Catholic 

education. St. Margaret of Scotland, pray for us! 
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MARRIAGE BLESSING AND POTLUCK 

Join us on Sunday, February 9 for World  Marriage 

Day with a blessing at the 8:00 

Mass and a potluck to   follow in the 

church basement. For more           

information or questions please     

contact Mary at 314-776-5311. 

�
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  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Margaret of Scotland, St. Louis, MO A 4C 01-1428

 HISTORIC RENOVATIONS • KITCHENS
BATHS • ADDITIONS • DECKS

CONSTRUCTION INC.
Rich & Susan Wurm

314-776-7224
crewcon@sbcglobal.net  www.crewcon.net

Scott Holdridge
314-664-5433

 
1902 Arsenal St. 

www.scottholdridge.net
Commercial & Residential

(314) 487-4564

PLUMBING         COMPANY
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

     On The Hill • 314-772-4454

Banquet Seating up to 500 • 314-772-6003 
www.favazzas.com • www.roseofthehill.com

– FIELDER – ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC.
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED       RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Service Upgrades • New Homes • Remodeling • Room Additions • Basements • Kitchens 
Bathrooms • Code Violations • Knob & Tube Upgrades • Stand By Generator Systems 

$20 OFF ANY ELECTRICAL WORK OF $100 OR MORE 314-966-3388

ELAINE A PUDLOWSKI, ESQ. 
FRANKEL, RUBIN, KLEIN, SIEGEL, PAYNE & PUDLOWSKI, P.C.

231 S. BEMISTON AVENUE, SUITE 1111 
CLAYTON, MISSOURI 63105

O: (314) 725-8000 EXT. 114 | F: (314) 726-5837

EPUDLOWSKI@FRANKELRUBIN.COMFAMILY LAW

314-832-5454
Greg Domian, Parishioner

4916 Hampton Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63109
www.olympicsg.com

K&K Senior Services
We are currently enrolling clients, for adults &

children CDS Services & In-Home Services 

Dedicated To Quality Personal Care

Raising The Standard Of Senior Care

Call us and we will be there

314-240-5955

HAIR CENTER
Winner of State and

National Hairstyling Awards

4722 VIRGINIA AVE.
ST. LOUIS, MO 63111

314-832-1004
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

BETH HARBAUGH
Stylist  Perm Specialist  Color Tech

DON HARBAUGH
Stylist  Perm Specialist  Color Tech
Hair Loss Specialist 314-565-3167                                           www.mrdcorp.com

Decks • Garages • 
Custom Home Building • 

Services, Interior / Exterior • 
Historical Rehab Homes •

• Full / Complete Remodeling
• Room Additions • Kitchens 
• Baths • Basement Finishes

1999    Celebrating 20 Years    2019

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES  

STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES 

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS

SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

ST. LOUIS HILLS
6759 Chippewa Street

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) 

St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 644-0643

O’FALLON, MO
2953 Hwy K

(at Hwy N, between Dierbergs and Sears) 

O’Fallon, MO 63368
(636) 379-3705  

Brian Flatley 
(314) 732-9354 

 
brian.flatley@cbgundaker.com

3457 Magnolia Ave
St. Louis, MO

Mon-Thu 4pm to 10pm
Fri & Sat 4pm to 1:30am

2131 Marconi Ave.
St. Louis, MO

Mon-Thu 4pm to 10pm
Fri & Sat 4pm to 1:30am

TOWER GROVE 
THE HILL

Contact Brian Davidson to place an ad today! 
bdavidson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2602


