
 

SAINT MARGARET  

OF SCOTLAND  

CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

 

FEBRUARY 23, 2020 

 SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. & Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

 

Monday thru Friday at 6:30 a.m.  

and Fridays at 8:00 a.m. on school days 

 

Holy Days and holidays as published  in Sunday Bulletin 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 3:45 to 4:15 p.m.  
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Ash Wednesday 

February 26 

Masses at 6:30 a.m. 

8:00 a.m. (all school), & 7:00 p.m. 
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PASTOR:    Rev. Matthew L. O’Toole 

  frotoole@stmargaretstl.org 

RECTORY:   3854 Flad Avenue,  

  Saint Louis, MO 63110  

      Office:  314-776-0363          

 STAFF DIRECTORY AVAILABLE AT: 

  www.stmargaretstl.org/Staff 

SCHOOL:  3964 Castleman Avenue  

  Saint Louis, MO  63110 

  Office:  314-776-7837  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY:  

  For emergency assistance call:     314-772-2219 

PARISH/School WEBSITE:  www.stmargaretstl.org 

PARISH EMAIL:  parishoffice@stmargaretstl.org 

FACEBOOK PAGE:  www.facebook.com/SMOSstl 

BULLETIN ARTICLE DEADLINE:  

Monday, 2:00 p.m.   

E-mail submissions to:  

communications@stmargaretstl.org 
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Saint Margaret of Scotland Church 

is a diverse, urban, Catholic parish. 

Inspired by the Holy Spirit and the 

example of our patroness, we are 

called to be a vibrant voice and beacon 

of the Catholic faith in our 

neighborhoods. 

 

We proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and 

action by: 

 

��Praying and celebrating as a Eucharistic 

community,  

��Educating children and adults to live a full 

Christian life in today’s world, 

��Serving others with unconditional generosity, and 

��Living just lives and working for a more just 

society. 

C	
���� I
�	�����	
�

����������	
�	���

���������	
����	�
������	�	���

����������������������	
�	�����

S��		� M����	
 S����
��

 

St. Margaret of Scotland Parish School 

is a diverse, urban, vibrant, and 

inclusive Catholic community.  We 

promise a challenging learning 

environment for children, pre-

kindergarten through eighth grade, in which they 

realize their academic potential and giftedness in 

body, mind and spirit.  Our students embody the 

example of our patron saint as responsible leaders 

and caretakers of our community through works of 

service and social justice. 
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We welcome to the church the 

newly baptized Tav Joseph 

Guenther son of Jillian and Karl 

Guenther.  Please join us in congratulating these 

parents upon the baptism of their children.  We 

pledge them our continued, prayerful support 

throughout the journey of Christian parenting. 

�

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray 

for those who persecute you…” (Matthew 5:44) 

Love your enemies, easier said than done, no 

doubt. But, remember, the foundation of               

stewardship is prayer. When we are in close 

communication with God, it opens our heart 

and it turns our attention away from “me” and 

moves it towards God and others. It allows us to 

have a little more empathy for “our enemy.” 

When we pray for others, even “our enemies,” 

maybe it     softens their hearts as well. 
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�  Read Joel 2:12-14.  �  Visit a friend or relative in a nursing home.  �  Put a 

Catholic app on your smart phone for scripture or spiritual readings.   �    Sit 

in a different place in church for Mass.  �   Value your elders.  �  Revisit the 

spiritual works of mercy.  �   Memorize an ��Pray a Hail Mary when you 

hear a siren go by on the street.  �  Donate blood.  �   Review the Sunday 

scriptures for Mass a week ahead.  �   Spend some time on a Thursday for  

Eucharistic Adoration in the chapel.  �    Read the USCCB’s statement against  

racism, “Open Wide Our Hearts.”  �   Learn how to pray the Rosary.  �  Buy  

a plant and nurture its life.  �  Wear a color you don’t like.  �   Listen to Beethoven's Symphony #9.  �   

Drink only water for a week.  �� Go a full hour away from a screen of any kind and increase the time 

each day after.  �   Learn how to pray with scripture using the Lectio Divina method.  �   Help your  

children write thank you letters to their teachers.  �   Watch the movie “Into Great Silence”.  �  Make 

the CRS Rice Bowl the centerpiece of your dining table.  �  Reflect on the image of the Pieta.  �   Go to 

Confession.  �   Each day list five different things you are grateful for.  �  Put a pebble in your shoe and 

walk with the inconvenience of it for a day.  �  Study the life of a  different saint each day. �   Let        

merchants rest: don’t do any shopping on Sundays.  �   Give someone a hug.  �   Listen to the St.     

Matthew Passion by Johann Sebastian Bach.  �   Look for the Eucharistic and theological symbols in the 

movie “1917”.  �   Read Psalm 51.  �   Get through a day without wearing makeup.  �   Carry extra 

food in your car, purse or back- pack to give to street corner        

beggars. � Read Timothy              Radcliffe’s Alive in God, A Christian  

Imagination.  �   Attend morning 

Mass once or twice during the 

week.  �   Park at the farthest end of the lot at work or a store and 

walk the distance.  �  Eat your vegetables.  �  Reflect on the 

wounds of Christ.  �  Wake up an hour earlier than usual and 

spend the time in quiet reflection.  �  Read The Imitation of Christ by 

Thomas à Kempis.  �   Hold up in prayer our young candidates for 

Confirmation.  �   Read the Book of Job.  �   Pray for our catechumen 

and candidates who will become Catholics at Easter.  �  Appreciate the rural laborer: see the exhibit of  

Jean-François Millet’s paintings at SLAM.  �  Give public witness for the rights of the  unborn.  �   Slow 

down your genuflection at church: pray a ‘Glory Be’ before you lift up from your knee.  �  Remove salt 

from the table.  �   Make a list of things you like about yourself.  �  Drive to work in silence.  �  Pray for  

civility and concord between our leaders in government.  �   Give up   gossiping.  �   Take a nap.  �   

Prepare an Easter basket filled with a mother’s needs for Our Lady’s Inn.  �   Clear your   calendar for 

April 9 - 11 and plan to attend the liturgies of the Triduum.  �   Watch the movie “Romero”.  �   Refrain 

from making an unnecessary critique of someone.  �   Visit the neighbor on your block you never talk 

to.  �   Save up all your change (and maybe even your singles) and give them to charity.  �  Sing when 

you are at Mass.  �   Read John 8:1-10.  �  Smile.  �  Keep a personal journal of reflections.  �   Send a 

card on Holy Thursday to a priest who made a difference in your life.  �   Buy flowers for someone.  �   

Purchase toiletry items to be dispensed by the St. Vincent de Paul    Society.  �  Walk in the rain.  �  

Schedule a check-up with your doctor.  �   Light a candle for someone who sits in darkness.  �   Hang a 

Crucifix in your home.  � Participate in a Jewish Passover Seder meal.  �  Apologize. �  Read The    

Power and the Glory by Graham Greene.  �   Substitute healthy snacks for unhealthy ones.  �   Use 

Loyola Press’ online “Arts & Faith: Lent” for a weekly meditation with a great work of art.  �  Pray grace 

before every meal – even in a restaurant.  �   Visit a cemetery and pay your respects to the departed.   �  

Write a poem.  �  Appreciate beauty, truth, and life wherever they are found.  � 
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Don’t know 

what to do for 

Lent?  Here are  

a few ideas. 
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Sitting reflectively with the Sunday Gospel is a little strange for me this 

week. I am reading the words of Jesus, a continuation of the Sermon on 

the Mount, and am struck by this directive: 

 

You have heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbor and 

hate your enemy. 

But I say to you, love your enemies… 

 

Like the past few Sundays, we have today a Gospel message that is difficult,  

counter-intuitive. It is disconcerting to write this article on St. Valentine’s Day, the high-feast of Romantic 

Love!  On the one hand we have flowers and chocolate-dipped strawberries; on the other, the message 

that love is difficult and demanding.  Love! Is it self-fulfilling and gratifying?  Or self-effacing and               

generous?  Can such mixed-messages be reconciled? 

 

Of course, part of the problem is the broad use, over-use, misuse of the word love.  The myth that claims 

that “falling in love” is the greatest experience of our humanity has no obvious connection to the message 

of a crucifix: “there is no greater love than to lay down your life for a friend.” C. S. Lewis sorts out a great 

deal of the confusion in his book, The Four Loves.  Explaining the four Greek words for affection,               

friendship, eros, and charity, he reveals some of the complexity of love’s perils and rewards.  It is helpful 

to understand that “love” refers not to a single thing, but to a variety of relationships, psychological states, 

challenges, goals. And yet, the very paucity of our language – which calls such diverse experiences by the 

same name – invites us to see a connecting thread between the varied manifestations of love in life. 

 

Author Alain De Botton is a great proponent of marriage – indeed, any loving relationship – as a learning 

environment. The first lesson is to move beyond the very unhelpful narratives of love that are                      

everywhere.  These narratives have a strange obsessesion with the beginning of a love story, and much 

less interest in what makes it endure and flourish. De Botton has written: 

 

A wiser culture than ours would recognize that the start of a relationship is not the high point that 

romantic art assumes; it is merely the first step of a far longer, more ambivalent, and yet quietly   

audacious journey on which we should direct our intelligence and scrutiny. 

 

Loving our enemies is never going to be anything like “falling in love.” It is a profound challenge to our 

egotism, our self-righteousness, our desire to control. But these, too, are necessary for a successful                 

intimate relationship. De Botton wisely asserts: 

 

Compatibility is an achievement of love. It shouldn’t be the precondition of love as we nowadays, 

in a slightly spoiled way, imagine it must be. 

 

Whether learning to live with a cherished one, or learning to live with opposition, even enmity, we must 

begin with love. The humility of the Sermon on the Mount will make the work of love toward               

compatibility possible. 

�
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Traditionally, we view February as a month when we are all tired of winter  

and longing for Spring. Teachers view February as a wake-up call of all that  

needs to be accomplished in a few short months. The school year  

accelerates when February arrives. The month is short, the calendar is full  

and busy, and then we squeeze in snow days. Valentine’s parties, Trivia  

Night, Ash Wednesday … It’s funny how there seems to be always too much  

time and we can’t wait for it to pass, or not enough time and we wish it  

would slow down.  

 

During this month of February, may we take the opportunity to use our gift of time to notice the good in 

those around us, to reach out to those we love, to lighten the load of a friend, to brighten the day of 

another, and to pause to give thanks to God. St. Margaret of Scotland, Pray for Us! 

�

�ARCHDIOCESAN LENTEN REGULATIONS  

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.”                                    (John 3:16-17)  

 

The Church has always helped us fulfill these words of Jesus by prescribing very definite penance for all 

Catholics, so that we too might have Eternal life. Accordingly, the Pope and the American Bishops have 

outlined obligatory fast and abstinence as follows:  

 

Ash Wednesday (February 26, 2020), all Fridays of Lent and Good Friday (April 10, 2020) are days of   

abstinence (refraining from meat) for all Catholics from age 14 onwards. On these two days, fast, as well 

as abstinence, is also obligatory for those from the ages of 18-59. Abstinence means refraining from meat. 

Fast means one full meal a day, with two smaller meals and nothing between meals (liquids are                

permitted). No Catholic will lightly excuse himself or herself from this obligation.  

 

We should strive to make all days of Lent a time of prayer and penance. Following are several resources 

that can aid in finding different forms of prayer and penance.  

�



 

Monday, February 24 

Parish Council, 7:00 p.m. - Canmore Room 

 

Wednesday, February 26               “Ash Wednesday” 

School Mass, 8:00 a.m. - Church 

Centering Prayer, 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. - Canmore Room 

Mass, 7:00 p.m. - Church 

 

Thursday, February 27 

Eucharistic Adoration, 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Chapel 

Bear Scouts, 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. - Church Hall 

 

Saturday, February 29 

Confirmation Candidate & Sponsor Retreat, 1:30 p.m. - 

Church Hall 

Just Faith Retreat, 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Canmore Room 

 

Sunday, March 1 

Rosary, 7:30 a.m. - Church 

SVDP General Mtg., 8:50 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. - Canmore 

Room 

Sacramental Storytelling, 2:00 p.m. - Church Hall 

 

 

 

Monday, February 24 

6:30 a.m.  The Casey Family + 

Tuesday, February 25 

6:30 a.m.  Remo Beffa + 

Wednesday, February 26       “Ash Wednesday” 

6:30 a.m. Cece Houston 

8:00 a.m.  Fr. Cornelius Moynihan + 

7:00 p.m.   People of the Parish 

Thursday, February 27 

6:30 a.m.  Curran-Stirnemann Family 

Friday, February 28 

6:30 a.m.  Rosalie Buckley + 

Saturday, February 29 

4:30 p.m.  Walter Shirley + 

Sunday, March 1 

8:00 a.m.   Jane Blount + 

10:00 a.m.  People of the Parish 

 

To mark a special occasion or to remember a beloved 

family member or friend, living or deceased, with a 

Mass intention please call the Parish Office at 314-776-

0363. The bishops of Missouri ask the faithful to make a 

$10 offering for each Mass if they are able. 
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 Saturday 4:30 p.m. Sunday 8:00 a.m. Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

ALTAR SERVERS 

Ryan Baker 

Henry Manion 

Amelia Zahra 

Gyiahana Defenbaugh 

Tucker Hill 

Amelia Zahra 

Owen Callon 

Ian Daugherty 

Leo Hahn 

EUCHARISTIC  

MINISTERS 

Ginger Purcell 

Tom Purcell 

Barbara Zysk 

Bob Herleth 

Thomas Kempker 

Kelly White 

Jerrod Gerstner 

Lori Greiner 

Patty Hendrickson 

Linda Holdinghaus 

Celeste Marx 

John Merideth 

Marg Schmitz 

Lynn Schwaab 

Patrick Tyburski 

 

LECTORS 

Patrick Bittick 

Betsy Mahony 

Dave Reid 

Prudence Kramer 

Pat Dougherty 

Barbara Jennings 

GREETERS 

Lucille Shirley 

Elaine Burrus 

Joann Gremmelsbacher 

Mary Brake Jim McDevitt 

Mary McDevitt 

Paul Rauschenbach 

COFFEE AND 

DONUTS 

Pick-Up 

Richard Nelson 

Clean-Up 

Charles & Susan Siebert 

Coffee 

Mary Brake 

DRIVERS 

Bob Herleth  Gary Pey 
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Raffle winners for February: 

Bruce Pflanz  - $25 

Annie Regan  - $50 

Karen Cody  - $100 

 

Thank you for supporting our monthly Raffle           

fundraiser! 

Dragon’s Blend coffee is in stock! This would be a 

great chance to show your school spirit and           

support the PTA’s Teachers Grant fund with your 

purchase of freshly roasted  coffee.   

 

$10 per bag, available in your choice of Whole 

Bean or Ground. 

Keurig lovers will love our reusable mesh K-cup 

filters, only $5 each!  Purchase via WeShare 

here https://stmargaretstl.weshareonline.org/ws/

opportunities/PTACoffee, or for cash/checks con-

tact Julie Mudd at 314–960–1864 

or juliemudd2001@yahoo.com 

PTA NEWS 
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The Archdiocese of St. Louis has developed a new system for safe environment compliance called Prevent 

and Protect STL.  Everyone ministering to minors and vulnerable adults (clergy, employees and volunteers) 

in the Archdiocese are required and asked to register in the new system before June 30, 2020.  This        

includes those new to service and those who are currently in service.   

In addition to attending a live Protecting God’s Children workshop, all clergy, volunteers, and employees 

will register for an updated background screening, view two new online training modules on abuse          

reporting and the Code of Ethical Conduct, and agree to the updated Code of Ethical Conduct.  For those 

who have already attended a live Protecting God’s Children workshop, your previous training date will 

transfer to this new system and you will not need to repeat this live workshop.    

Please go to www.preventandprotectstl.org  click “Register” below the LOG IN button  

enter your name, enter the passcode stlprotect when prompted.   

�� Select type of location where you are a volunteer or employee Parish or Parish 

School.   

�� Select the specific location by name St. Margaret of Scotland Parish or School.   

�� Click the roles associated with your employment/volunteer service at the parish.   

�� If you are active at only St. Margaret of Scotland this will be your primary location.  If you are active at 

more than one location, click the ADD PARISH/LOCATION  button and repeat the steps to assign 

yourself to other locations/parishes. 

Contact your parish Child Safety Coordinator Carmela Garza at 314-776-0363 with any questions or for  

further assistance.  

�

On Monday, March 9 will discuss A Canticle for 

Leibowitz, the 1959 novel set in a Catholic            

monastery after a nuclear war. A sci-fi classic 

“inspired” by the author’s participation in the 

bombing of the Monte Cassino monastery in Ita-

ly during WW II, read it and see if you can share 

Walker Percy’s opinion that the story contains “a 

cipher, a coded message…”. 

 

Since Monte Cassino was founded by St.              

Benedict around 529, on Monday, April 13 we 

will be discussing “The Rule of St. Benedict”.     

Details will be forthcoming. 

 

Our meetings will be held at Carpenter Branch 

Library starting at 7:00 p. in the upstairs meeting 

room. For more information contact Scott                

Wilson at stlchesterton@sbcglobal.net 
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 HISTORIC RENOVATIONS • KITCHENS
BATHS • ADDITIONS • DECKS

CONSTRUCTION INC.
Rich & Susan Wurm

314-776-7224
crewcon@sbcglobal.net  www.crewcon.net

Scott Holdridge
314-664-5433

 
1902 Arsenal St. 

www.scottholdridge.net
Commercial & Residential

(314) 487-4564

PLUMBING         COMPANY
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

     On The Hill • 314-772-4454

Banquet Seating up to 500 • 314-772-6003 
www.favazzas.com • www.roseofthehill.com

– FIELDER – ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC.
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED       RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Service Upgrades • New Homes • Remodeling • Room Additions • Basements • Kitchens 
Bathrooms • Code Violations • Knob & Tube Upgrades • Stand By Generator Systems 

$20 OFF ANY ELECTRICAL WORK OF $100 OR MORE 314-966-3388

ELAINE A PUDLOWSKI, ESQ. 
FRANKEL, RUBIN, KLEIN, SIEGEL, PAYNE & PUDLOWSKI, P.C.

231 S. BEMISTON AVENUE, SUITE 1111 
CLAYTON, MISSOURI 63105

O: (314) 725-8000 EXT. 114 | F: (314) 726-5837

EPUDLOWSKI@FRANKELRUBIN.COMFAMILY LAW

314-832-5454
Greg Domian, Parishioner

4916 Hampton Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63109
www.olympicsg.com

K&K Senior Services
We are currently enrolling clients, for adults &

children CDS Services & In-Home Services 

Dedicated To Quality Personal Care

Raising The Standard Of Senior Care

Call us and we will be there

314-240-5955

HAIR CENTER
Winner of State and

National Hairstyling Awards

4722 VIRGINIA AVE.
ST. LOUIS, MO 63111

314-832-1004
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

BETH HARBAUGH
Stylist  Perm Specialist  Color Tech

DON HARBAUGH
Stylist  Perm Specialist  Color Tech
Hair Loss Specialist 314-565-3167                                           www.mrdcorp.com

Decks • Garages • 
Custom Home Building • 

Services, Interior / Exterior • 
Historical Rehab Homes •

• Full / Complete Remodeling
• Room Additions • Kitchens 
• Baths • Basement Finishes

1999    Celebrating 20 Years    2019

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES  

STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES 

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS

SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

ST. LOUIS HILLS
6759 Chippewa Street

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) 

St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 644-0643

O’FALLON, MO
2953 Hwy K

(at Hwy N, between Dierbergs and Sears) 

O’Fallon, MO 63368
(636) 379-3705  

Brian Flatley 
(314) 732-9354 

 
brian.flatley@cbgundaker.com

Contact Brian Davidson to place an ad today! 
bdavidson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2602

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952


