
 

SAINT MARGARET  

OF SCOTLAND  

CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

 

MAY 24, 2020 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. & Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Monday thru Friday at 6:30 a.m. 

And Fridays at 8:00 a.m. on school days 

Holy Days and holidays as published in Sunday Bulletin 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 3:45 to 4:15 p.m.  

FLOWERS FOR MARY 

Fresh flowers from parishioners and 

paper flowers made by school children 

adorn the side altar of the Blessed 

Mother for the month of May.  Mary, 

health of the sick and cause of our joy - 

pray for us! 
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Sa in t  Margare t  o f  Sco t l and 

Church is a diverse, urban, Catholic 

parish. Inspired by the Holy Spirit and 

the example of our patroness, we are 

called to be a vibrant voice and 

beacon of the Catholic faith in our 

neighborhoods. 

 

We proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and 

action by: 

 

��Praying and celebrating as a Eucharistic 

community,  

��Educating children and adults to live a full 

Christian life in today’s world, 

��Serving others with unconditional generosity, and 

��Living just lives and working for a more just 
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St. Margaret of Scotland Parish School 

is a diverse, urban, vibrant, and 

inclusive Catholic community.  We 

promise a challenging learning 

environment for children, pre-

kindergarten through eighth grade, in which they 

realize their academic potential and giftedness in 

body, mind and spirit.  Our students embody the 

example of our patron saint as responsible leaders 

and caretakers of our community through works of 

service and social justice. 

�

PTA NEWS 

�
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Monday,  May 25 

9:00 a.m.  Deceased Service Men of the Parish + 

Tuesday,  May 26 

6:30 a.m.  Raymond Austermann Jr + 

Wednesday,  May 27 

6:30 a.m.  Fr. Matthew L. O’Toole   “25th Anniversary” 

Thursday,  May 28 

6:30 a.m.  Dorothy Gormley + 

Friday,  May 29 

6:30 a.m.  Roslie Buckley + 

Saturday,  May 30 

4:30 a.m.  Walter Shirley + 

Sunday,  May 31 

8:00 a.m.  Frances Helen Frei + 

10:00 a.m.  People of the Parish 

 

 

 

To mark a special occasion or to remember a beloved 

family member or friend, living or deceased, with a 

Mass intention please call the Parish Office at 314-776-

0363. The bishops of Missouri ask the faithful to make a 

$10 offering for each Mass if they are able. 
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Dragon’s Blend coffee is in 

stock! This would be a great 

chance to show your school 

spirit and support the PTA’s 

Teachers Grant fund with 

your purchase of freshly roasted  coffee.  $10 per 

bag, available in your choice of Whole Bean or 

Ground.  Keurig lovers will love our reusable 

mesh K-cup filters, only $5 each! Purchase via 

W e S h a r e  h e r e  h t t p s : / /

stmargaretstl.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/

PTACoffee, or for cash/checks purchases or ques-

tions, please contact Julie Mudd at 314–960–1864 

or juliemudd2001@yahoo.com 

�

 

On Saturday, May 23 - 4:30 

p.m. Mass will be live stream 

and can be watched on St. 

Margaret  of  Scotland 

website. 

 

Labor Day Mass  - Monday, May 25 at 9:00 a.m. 

 

The Parish Office is open to the public from 

Monday through Thursday from 8:00 am - 12 

noon, closed on Fridays. If you have questions, 

you may reach us at 314-776-0363 or send an 

email to parishoffice@stmargaretstl.org and we’ll 

contact you as soon as possible. 
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CIDE accepted into the Glass Leadership Institute  

 

 In my role as Coordinator of Diversity, Inclusion and Equity I am always looking 

for opportunities to grow in knowledge. As a social justice educator I will never 

feel like I have arrived, I try to learn something new every day. 

 

In November I applied to the Anti-Defamation League’s Glass Leadership Institute 

(GLI).  I thought this would be a great opportunity to get an insider’s perspective 

of the ADL’s programs and understanding of their strategies to confront hate and   

bias.  Since forming a partnership with the ADL in 2018, I could not pass this  

opportunity up.  

 

The GLI program is active in 24 cities across the United States.  Each local cohort brings together young 

adults interested in learning about effective advocacy and leadership in pursuit of ADL’s mission.            

Participants in each region are provided with opportunities for team-building and socializing with their 

classmates and for engaging with ADL’s local and national leadership.  

 

The Institute culminates with the National Leadership Summit in Washington D.C., where participants 

from across the country come together to engage with each other, as well as high-ranking officials,          

opinion leaders, and renowned experts.  Attendees spend a portion of their time in DC advocating with 

legislators on Capitol Hill.  
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Use of the word ‘hero,’ in my estimation, is overextended by our contemporary  

American culture.  It seems to  be a term we pin on the lapel of anyone these days  

who unexpectedly does something admirable.  The word hero has its roots in  

Greek and Latin variations of ‘demi-god’ and ‘defender-protector.’  It is reserved  

for one who shows exceptional strength or courage. 

 

In this time of pandemic, I appreciate the people in the service industry who are  

still working.  Many of them don’t have a choice.  They have to feed their families  

and pay their bills.  But is the Amazon Prime driver delivering my frivolous stuff a hero?  A TV commercial 

told me he was.  That sounds like a stretch. 

 

Memorial Day is our nation’s occasion to pause and contemplate the supreme sacrifice of those men and 

women who gave their lives in military service in time of war.  They definitely deserve being called 

‘heroes.’  I don’t think it’s overreaching to say the same of the men and women who are now serving in a 

theater of war where the enemy is a virus and its weapons are crippling health and anxiety.  The soldiers 

on this field?  They are the doctors, nurses, emergency responders and healthcare professionals who are 

risking themselves in attending to those struck down by COVID-19.  Many of these same ministers of  

medicine have fallen in the line of duty. 

 

“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends,” Jesus tells us in John’s gospel 

(15:13).  But to do this for people you don’t even know?  To work hours on end with patients in a most 

contagious condition?  To think less of one’s self, to lend comfort, to provide hope, to stand alongside 

them in their most desperate hour?  That is laying down one’s life in love for others.  Those going in to the 

hospital day after day and serving the sick in this way are genuine heroes.  May God bless and protect 

these heroes as they look after us. 
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Today our Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heaven; let our hearts ascend with 

him. 

 

St. Augustine invites us to celebrate this day with transcendent joy. But does 

this joy come easily? Are we perhaps a little ambivalent? 

 

Frescos in our Church picture the Nativity and the Ascension on adjacent walls.  

Depicted in these images are the extraordinary moments that delineate the  

Incarnation. The Son of God was born of the Virgin Mary;… and he ascended into heaven. These things 

happened in a particular time, at a particular place. Pilgrims still travel to a cave in Bethlehem and a rock 

on the Mount of Olives to see these places. 

 

What has the universal, the eternal, the spirit, to do with the particular, the temporal, the flesh? Since we 

are creatures who live in time and space, it is only through people, places, things and events that we have 

access to the timeless and incorporeal. The mystery of the Incarnation and Sacramentality express as 

much.  

 

Another particular placement in time has caught our attention this month.  On May 27 of 1995 our pastor, 

Father Matthew O’Toole was ordained a priest by Archbishop Justin Rigali.  His ministry now reaches a 

significant milestone: 25 years as a priest in the Archdiocese of St. Louis. Deo Gratias! 

 

An anniversary, it is said, is an opportunity not to be wasted.  It is an ideal time to renew our inspiration, 

our commitment, to celebrate with pride, unity and aspirational hope. Ten years of marriage, 40 years in 

business, a Century of Catholic education, 25 years of priestly ministry; all of these are opportunities to 

pause, reflect, and… well, party! 

 

But while we are grateful for the gift of Fr. O’Toole to the Church, these pandemic times are not            

conducive to a party. Perhaps like the apostles we are more than a little disoriented, awaiting God’s next 

move. Let’s pray with particular fervor this year for the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost; for the           

outpouring of the Spirit’s gifts - on our pastor and on ourselves.  

 

Recalling the dual frescos in our sanctuary, let us take a moment to consider these words from St.             

Augustine:  

 

Out of compassion for us he descended from heaven, and although he ascended alone, we also 

ascend, because we are in him by grace.  

 

The Jesuit paleontologist and mystic, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin composed a prayer in the form of advice 

to another person, or, perhaps to oneself. Maybe this is a good prayer for Fr. O’Toole. And maybe for 

each of us. 

 

 Give Our Lord the benefit of believing that his hand is leading you, 

 And accept the anxiety of feeling yourself in suspense and incomplete. 

�
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Lord, You give the great commission: Heal the sick and preach the Word. 

Lest the Church neglect its mission, And the Gospel go unheard, 

Help us witness to Your purpose With renewed integrity; 

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us For the work of ministry. 

Lord, You call us to Your service: In My name baptize and teach. 

That the world may trust Your promise, Life abundant meant for each, 

Give us all new fervor, draw us Closer in community; 

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us For the work of ministry��

�
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Gloria 

The Glendalough Mass, Liam Lawton 

Glory to God in the highest, glory to God in the highest,  

Glory to God, glory to God, and on earth peace to people of good will. 

 

 

First Reading 

 

Acts 1: 1-11 

 

In the first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he was taken up, after 

giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. He presented himself 

alive to them by many proofs after he had suffered, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 

about the kingdom of God. While meeting with them, he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 

to wait for “the promise of the Father about which you have heard me speak; for John baptized with water, 

but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

When they had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom 

to Israel?” He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has             

established by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

When he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight. 

While they were looking intently at the sky as he was going, suddenly two men dressed in white garments 

stood beside them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at the sky? This Jesus 

who has been taken up from you into heaven will return in the same way as you have seen him going into 

heaven.” 
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Gathering Hymn 
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Text: Jeffrey Rowthorn 

Tune: ABBOT’s LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor 
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Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 47: God Mounts His Throne 

Marty Haugen 

God mounts his throne to shouts of joy, O sing your praises to the Lord! 

 

Second Reading 

Ephesians 1:17-23 

 

Brothers and sisters: May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a Spirit of wisdom 

and revelation resulting in knowledge of him. May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, that you may 

know what is the hope that belongs to his call, what are the riches of glory in his inheritance among the 

holy ones, and what is the surpassing greatness of his power for us who believe, in accord with the            

exercise of his great might: which he worked in Christ, raising him from the dead and seating him at his 

right hand in the heavens, far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion, and every name 

that is named not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all things beneath his feet and 

gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of the one who fills all 

things in every way. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

The Glendalough Mass, Liam Lawton 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel 

 

Matthew 28:16-20 

�

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. When they saw 

him, they worshiped, but they doubted. Then Jesus approached and said to them, “All power in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have            

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.” 

 

 

Preparation of the Gifts 

 

Sing We Triumphant Hymns of Praise 

 

Sing we triumphant hymns of praise To greet our Lord these festive days, 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Who by a road before untrod Ascended to the throne of God, 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

In wond’ring awe his faithful band Upon the Mount of Olives stand. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

 



 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 

“I am praying for them…” (John 17:9) 

Prayer is the foundation of our Faith and the foundation of Stewardship. Pray in good times and in 

bad. Prayer is always the first best option in any situation, not just the last resort. Pray for friends and  

family and for those that don’t treat you very well. Pray to give praise, to thank, and to ask God for 

help. Pray to see what God wants you to do with the gifts He has given you. 
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And with the Virgin Mother see Their Lord ascend in majesty. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

To God the Father let us sing, To God the Son, our risen King, 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

And equally let us adore The Holy Spirit evermore, 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

�
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Recessional Hymn�

Text: Jeffrey Rowthorn 

Tune: ABBOT’s LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor 

Lord, You Give the Great Commission 

Lord, You make the common holy: This My body, this My blood. 

Let us all, for earth’s true glory, Daily lift life heavenward, 

Asking that the world around us Share your children’s liberty; 

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us For the work of ministry.  

Communion Hymn 

All Who Hunger 

Text: Sylvia Dunstan, Tune: Bob Moore 

All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread.  

Come from wilderness and wandering. Here, in truth, we will be fed.  

You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food.  

Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.  

All who hunger, never strangers; seeker, be a welcome guest.  

Come from restlessness and roaming. Here, in joy, we keep the feast.  

We that once were lost and scattered in communion’s love have stood.  

Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.  

All who hunger, sing together; Jesus Christ is living bread.  

Come from loneliness and longing. Here, in peace, we have been led.  
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