
 

SAINT MARGARET  

OF SCOTLAND  

CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

 

NOVEMBER 29, 2020 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. & Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Monday thru Friday at 6:30 a.m. 

Holy Days and holidays as published in Sunday Bulletin 

 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 3:45 to 4:15 p.m.  
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Congratulations to November raffle winners: 

  Deborah Millett - $25 

  Eric Bergmann - $50 

  Michael Thomas - $100 

Thank you for supporting our monthly Raffle     

fundraiser! 

 

Monday,  November 30 

6:30 a.m.  Rosalie Buckley + 

Tuesday,  December 1 

6:30 a.m.  Bill & Mary Mills + 

Wednesday,  December 2 

6:30 a.m.  Samuel Max Bates + 

Thursday,  December 3 

9:00 a.m.   Charles Willett +                                                                                    

 Friday,  December 4 

6:30 a.m.   The Casey Family +              

Saturday,  December 5 

4:30 p.m.  People of the Parish                                 

Sunday,  December 6 

8:00 a.m.  Jacqueline Wille & Wm. Phillips + 

10:00 a.m.  Eugene Buckley + 
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To mark a special occasion or to remember a beloved 

family member or friend, living or deceased, with a 

Mass intention please call the Parish Office at 314-776-

0363. The bishops of Missouri ask the faithful to make 

a $10 offering for each Mass if they are able. 

�

S��� E��������� P���� N����

The Archdiocese of St. Louis has developed a new system for safe environment compliance called Prevent 

and Protect STL.  Everyone ministering to minors and vulnerable adults (clergy, employees and volunteers) 

in the Archdiocese are required and asked to register in the new system before December 15, 2020.  This 

includes those new to service and those who are currently in service.   

In addition to attending a live Protecting God’s Children workshop, all clergy, volunteers, and employees 

will register for an updated background screening, view two new online training modules on abuse report-

ing and the Code of Ethical Conduct, and agree to the updated Code of Ethical Conduct.  For those who 

have already attended a live Protecting God’s Children workshop, your previous training date will transfer 

to this new system and you will not need to repeat this live workshop.    

Please go to www.preventandprotectstl.org  click “Register” below the LOG IN button       

enter your name, enter the passcode stlprotect when prompted.   

�� Select type of location where you are a volunteer or employee Parish or Parish 

School.   

�� Select the specific location by name St. Margaret of Scotland Parish or School.   

�� Click the roles associated with your employment/volunteer service at the parish.   

�� If you are active at only St. Margaret of Scotland this will be your primary location.  If you are active at 

more than one location, click the ADD PARISH/LOCATION button and repeat the steps to assign  

yourself to other locations/parishes. 

Contact your parish Child Safety Coordinator Carmela Garza at 314-776-0363 with any questions or for         

further assistance.  
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SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE                   

CONCEPTION 

December 8 is the Solemnity of the Immaculate  

Conception, the patronal feast of the Church in the 

United States.  While it remains a holy day, the            

obligation of Catholics to attend Mass that day, like 

Sundays, is currently abrogated for health                

considerations during the pandemic.  For those           

wishing to observe the solemnity, St. Margaret will 

have a 5:30 p.m. vigil Mass on Monday, December 

7, and a 6:30 a.m. Mass on Tuesday, December 

8.  The 8:15 a.m. school Mass is closed to students 

only, however, it will be livestreamed, and                 

parishioners may view it online through our website 

and Facebook. 
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A few years ago I relayed in this column the opinion of the Jesuit spiritual writer 

and commentator Fr. James Martin about the trend in Christmas cards.  I still share 

his observation of the direction they have taken.  These days most of them are 

adorned with images that are far removed from what I believe should be expressed 

on a Christmas card.  When I open up those holiday envelopes, what do I see?  

Not Baby Jesus in a manger; not the Virgin Mary; not even the wise men.  No, 

chances are the card will be a photo of someone’s family on a beach in 

the Caribbean, or a picture of somebody’s house, or someone’s dog 

wearing reindeer horns.   

 

These are the new Christmas cards for even the most pious Christians: “the 

family card.”  Family cards display on the cover a photo of a happy family, 

maybe wearing red and green sweaters or dressed in their casual attire.  

Sometimes the family dog is included.  Just as often, the card shows the 

family on their summer vacation, posing jauntily in bathing suits 

somewhere in Florida or Mexico.  These cards don’t say “Merry 

Christmas” as much as, “Look where you didn’t go this year.” 

 

Now, let it be known: I love seeing such family photos and pictures of couples I married years ago, or 

friends who show off the latest additions to their families.  But I think it would be better if the photos were 

on the inside of the card – not the card itself, because more and more, even devout Catholics have been 

replacing Jesus, Mary and Joseph with... themselves!  Doesn’t it strike you as weird to set aside the Holy 

Family in favor of your family?  Does a photo of Cabo San Lucas trump the story of the original San Lucas 

(St. Luke)?  Is Christmas really about you?   

 

Still not convinced?  Think about this, for your next birthday how 

would you feel if I sent you a card with my photo on it.  “Happy 

Birthday!  It’s a picture of me!”  I know my thoughts on “family photo 

Christmas cards” sounds overly critical.  And I suspect a lot of you are 

thinking right now that I’m taking something that’s harmless and 

making it seem like it’s wrong.  It’s not wrong, but I do believe it’s 

another symptom of our society’s fascination with self-projection: we 

like to boast a lot about what we do, who we are, where we’ve been.  

And along the way, we forget to acknowledge or – more importantly – 

to put God at the center. 

 

OK, so maybe the start of this Advent season finds me grumpy.  I’ll blame it on pandemic fatigue.  A lot of 

us are that way now.  Still, I stand by my sentiments as I brace to open up those Christmas family photo 

greeting cards.  Maybe you’re squirming a bit right now, thinking, “We’re sending out cards like that this 

year.”  Perhaps you’re concluding, “Father O’Toole is a Scrooge.  He’s anti-family.”  But I’m not!  I’m 

more pro-Holy Family.  It’s just that I think we can all work on turning the effort of celebrating ourselves 

toward honoring God – making God more visible in this world. 

 

And maybe one practical suggestion: place those great photos of yourself or your good family inside the 

Christmas card.  And when choosing your holiday cards, think, ‘More Jesus, less you,’ or ‘More Virgin 

Mary and less Virgin Islands.’ 
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Gathering Hymn                                                                                                                                           

 

Wake, O Wake and Sleep no Longer                                         Wachet auf, Philipp Nicolai; trans. by C. Idle 

                                                    Tune: Philipp Nicolai, J.S. Bach 

 

Wake, O wake, and sleep no longer, for he who calls you is no stranger: 

Awake, God's own Jerusalem! 

Hear, the midnight bells are chiming; the signal for his royal coming: 

Let voice to voice announce his name! 

We feel his footsteps near, the Bridegroom at the door 

Alleluia! The lamps will shine with light divine 

As Christ the Savior comes to reign. 

Zion hears the sound of singing; her heart is thrilled with sudden longing: 

She stirs, and wakes, and stands prepared. 

Christ, her friend, and lord, and lover, her star and sun and strong redeemer 

At last his mighty voice is heard. 

The Son of God has come to make with us his home: 

Sing Hosanna! The fight is won, the feast begun;  

We fix our eyes on Christ alone.  

 

 

Kyrie                                                                                                                    An Advent Mass, PFH 

 

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie, Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 

Christe eleison, Christe eleison,  Christe, Christe,  Christe eleison.   

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie, Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 

 

 

First Reading                                                                                     Isaiah 63: 16b-17, 19b; 64: 2-7 

 

You, LORD, are our father, our redeemer you are named forever. Why do you let us wander, O LORD, 

from your ways, and harden our hearts so that we fear you not? Return for the sake of your servants, the 

tribes of your heritage. Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, with the mountains quaking 

before you, while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for, such as they had not heard of from 

of old. No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you doing such deeds for those who wait for 

him. Would that you might meet us doing right, that we were mindful of you in our ways! Behold, you are 

angry, and we are sinful; all of us have become like unclean people, all our good deeds are like polluted 

rags; we have all withered like leaves, and our guilt carries us away like the wind.There is none who calls 

upon your name, who rouses himself to cling to you; for you have hidden your face from us and have          

delivered us up to our guilt. Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are the clay and you the potter: we are 

all the work of your hands.  
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Responsorial Psalm  

Sung:              Come O Lord, and set us free, Come O Lord, and, set us free.  

 

Recited:          Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.  

 

Second Reading                                                                1 Corinthians 1: 3-9 

 

Brothers and sisters: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks 

to my God always on your account for the grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, that in him you 

were enriched in every way, with all discourse and all knowledge, as the testimony to Christ was            

confirmed among you, so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. He will keep you firm to the end, irreproachable on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God is faithful, and by him you were called to fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                                                                                                                                             An Advent Mass, PFH 

 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Sing, Alleluia, Sing, alleluia! 

 

Show us, Lord, your love and grant us your�salva�on.  

 

Gospel                                                                                                                                                                                                              Matthew 13: 33-37  

  

 Jesus said to his disciples: “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come. It is like a 

man traveling abroad. He leaves home and places his servants in charge, each with his own work, and  

orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch. Watch, therefore; you do not know when the Lord of the house 

is coming, whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning. May he not come 

suddenly and find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’” 

 

Nicene Creed 

 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 

Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made.  For us men and  

for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 

Mary, and became man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day in accordance with  

the Scriptures.   

 

 

He  ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the   living and 

the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the  giver of 

life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is adored and  glo-

rified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 

Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come.   Amen  
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Preparation of the Gifts    

 

Now is the Time Approaching                                                        text: Jane Borthwick, tune: George Webb 

 

Now is the time approaching, by prophets long fortold,  

When all shall dwell together, one shepherd and one fold. 

Let war be learned no longer, let strife and tumult cease,  

All earth one blessed kingdom, The Lord and Prince of Prince. 

 

Let all that now divides us remove and pass away,  

Like shadows of the morning before the blaze of day. 

Let all that now unites us more sweet and lasting prove,  

A closer bond of union in a blest land of love. 

 

O long expected dawning, come with your cheering ray! 

Yet shall the morning brighten, the shadows flee away.  

O sweet anticipation! It cheers the watchers on,  

To pray and hope and labor, till dark of night be gone.  

                                                                   

Mass Setting                                                                                         An Advent Mass, PFH 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Recsurrection,  

Until you come again, until you come again. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy, have mercy on us; (repeat) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world. O grant us peace, O grant us peace. 

 

Communion Hymn   �������� 

 

Now in this Banquet                                                                                                                    Marty Haugen 

 

REFRAIN    God of our journeys, daybreak to night; lead us to justice and light. 

                  Grant us compassion, strength for the day, wisdom to walk in your way. 

 

Recessional Hymn        

 

Awake to the Day                                                                                                    Ed Bolduc and John Barker                  

 

REFRAIN        Awake to the day of the coming of the Lord Sing out! Rejoice in this land. 

           Make straight the way for the kingdom of God is at hand.  

 

Signs in the sun and the moon and the stars, We prepare for you, Lord. 

Then all shall sing of the power of God. We prepare for you Lord. 

As long as the sun shall remain  

so the name of the Lord God will reign.  
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Today we begin Advent. The Church’s liturgical New Year does not begin with a  

Count down to midnight, hugs and kisses and the popping of a cork.  We are in a  

season of preparation, not celebration. 

 

The First Reading (Isaiah 63: 16b-17, 19b; 64: 2-7) expresses a mix of hope and  

desolation, confusion and piety, humility and petulance.  We have to be careful  

not to limit our experience of this passage from Isaiah to a document of historical  

significance, an expression of the ancient longing for the Messiah.  Rather, Isaiah  

speaks to us, and speaks for us.  God is praised as “father,” as “redeemer,” as the only and all-powerful 

God. We know our condition: we “wander from your ways,” and “harden our hearts.”  We admit that 

“we are sinful:” “unclean people… like polluted rags… withered like leaves.”  

 

But we also are fervently expectant, waiting for God’s action: “Return for the sake of your servants,” and 

again, “rend the heavens and come down… meet us.”  This urging spills over into some shifting of the 

blame.  We are like a small child who, trapped by evidence of his guilt, turns with tears and anger to 

blame the parent.  We ask, “Why do you let us wander… and harden our hearts so that we fear you not?” 

Our excuse for not clinging to God is:  

you have hidden your face from us 

and have delivered us up to our guilt. 

Similarly, in the Psalm refrain we pray, “Lord make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be 

saved.” 

 

How perfectly this captures the human dilemma. When our inclinations and desires are curtailed by 

God’s Law we want more freedom! Burdened and alienated by the consequences of our sinful choices, 

we ask indignantly why God didn’t stop us or keep us on the straight and narrow. 

 

The Advent wisdom that rises to the surface, from Isaiah and from the Gospel parable (Mark 13: 33-37), is 

that God will do the heavy lifting. We need not (can not) make ourselves holy or whole. Rather, we must 

cultivate the ability to “wait in joyful hope for the coming of our savior Jesus Christ.”  In the short term we 

must prepare to celebrate the Nativity of Jesus Christ, prepare to open ourselves to the great mystery of 

the Word Incarnate.  As a more enduring project, we must find a disposition of mind and heart that in-

vites Christ to take residence in every aspect of our personal lives. And in an ultimate sense, we must be            

prepared for the Coming in glory of the one who is both judge and savior. 

�

Wrapped in the cloak of justice from God, We prepare for you, Lord. 

Gathered at the word of the Holy One. We prepare for you Lord. 

Ev’ry mountain and hill be made low 

that the glory of God we may know.  

�
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 HISTORIC RENOVATIONS • KITCHENS
BATHS • ADDITIONS • DECKS

CONSTRUCTION INC.
Rich & Susan Wurm

314-776-7224
crewcon@sbcglobal.net  www.crewcon.net

Scott Holdridge
314-664-5433

 
1902 Arsenal St. 

www.scottholdridge.net
Commercial & Residential

(314) 487-4564

PLUMBING         COMPANYPLUMBING         COMPANY
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

     On The Hill • 314-772-4454

Banquet Seating up to 500 • 314-772-6003 
www.favazzas.com • www.roseofthehill.com

– FIELDER – ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC.
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED       RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Service Upgrades • New Homes • Remodeling • Room Additions • Basements • Kitchens 
Bathrooms • Code Violations • Knob & Tube Upgrades • Stand By Generator Systems 

$20 OFF ANY ELECTRICAL WORK OF $100 OR MORE 314-966-3388

ELAINE A PUDLOWSKI, ESQ. 
FRANKEL, RUBIN, KLEIN, SIEGEL, PAYNE & PUDLOWSKI, P.C.

231 S. BEMISTON AVENUE, SUITE 1111 
CLAYTON, MISSOURI 63105

O: (314) 725-8000 EXT. 114 | F: (314) 726-5837

EPUDLOWSKI@FRANKELRUBIN.COMFAMILY LAW

314-565-3167314-565-3167                                           www.mrdcorp.com

Decks • Garages • 
Custom Home Building • 

Services, Interior / Exterior • 
Historical Rehab Homes •

• Full / Complete Remodeling
• Room Additions • Kitchens 
• Baths • Basement Finishes

1999    Celebrating 20 Years    2019

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES  

STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES 

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS

SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

ST. LOUIS HILLS
6759 Chippewa Street

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) 

St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 644-0643

O’FALLON, MO
2985 Hwy K

(at Hwy N, by Dierbergs) 

O’Fallon, MO 63368
(636) 379-3705

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

Contact Bob Swagman to place an ad today! 
rswagman@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2650


