
 

SAINT MARGARET  

OF SCOTLAND  

CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

 

DECEMBER 13, 2020 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. & Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Monday thru Friday at 6:30 a.m. 

Holy Days and holidays as published in Sunday Bulletin 

 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 3:45 to 4:15 p.m.  
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Are you planning your weekly 

menus? Chances are some of your 

pantry supplies  for example cereal, 

brownie mixes and fruit snacks 

have the Box Tops for education 

coupon on their packaging.  Don’t forget to 

check your Hefty, Ziplock and Kleenex brand 

items as well.  Each coupon you clip and submit 

to our school is worth 10 cents for our 

educational programs.  Just gather them up and 

put them in the Sunday collection at Mass or 

drop them off at the Rectory. Learn more at:  

www.BoxTops4Education.com 
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 November 2020 

 

Total General Fund Contributions:               $59,888.09 

General Fund Budget Goal:                                                    $55,460.00 

Amount Over/(Under) Budget:                                     $4,428.09 

Number of Sundays:                                                                                                          5 

 

FY21 YTD (July ‘20 - November ‘20) 

Total General Fund Contributions:                   $267,456.85 

General Fund Budget Goal:                                                   $244,030.00 

Amount Over (Under) Budget:             $23,426.85 

 

Monday,  December 14 

6:30 a.m.   Andrew Bollier 

Tuesday,  December 15 

6:30 a.m.  John “Jack” Stirnemann + 

(8:30 a.m.  Eugene Buckley +)* 

Wednesday,  December 16 

6:30 a.m.  Walter & Peggy Kramer + 

Thursday,  December 17 

6:30 a.m.  Ray & Marie Austermann +                                                                                   

 Friday,  December 18 

6:30 a.m.  Maria Digna Garza de Garcia + 

(8:15 a.m.   Daniel Hackett + )*            

Saturday,  December 19 

4:30 p.m.  Intentions of the Meyer Family + 

Sunday,  December 20 

8:00 a.m.  Celia Schoeberle + 

10:00 a.m.  People of the Parish 
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“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus  for you.”  – 1 Thessalonians 5:16 - 18 

 

This scripture reading sums up Steward-

ship.  “Rejoice always” means place your trust in 

God; He will provide all that you need.  “Pray 

constantly” means prayer should be a running 

conversation with God throughout the whole day, 

every day.  “Give thanks in all circumstances” 

means even in bad situations, thank God.  Suffer-

ing a little bit helps build empathy for others in 

similar situations and shows our dependence on 

God. 

To mark a special occasion or to remember a beloved 

family member or friend, living or deceased, with a 

Mass intention please call the Parish Office at 314-776-

0363. The bishops of Missouri ask the faithful to make 

a $10 offering for each Mass if they are able. 

* For the safe health of our students attending these 

Masses, they are not open for public attendance�

Dragon’s Blend Coffee Sale—

Perfect for holiday gifts! Support 

the PTA’s Teacher Grants fund 

with your purchase of locally 

roasted coffee for everyone on 

your Nice list! $12 per bag in your choice of 

Whole Bean or Ground. Fans of Keurig and pod 

brewers will love our reusable, BPA-free stainless 

mesh filters, $5 each. Order on WeShare https://

stmargaretstl.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/

PTACoffee  or contact Julie Mudd at 314-960-

1864 or juliemudd2001@yahoo.com  
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What to Do About Christmas – Christmas brings many people to church, and 

even with reduced socializing due to the pandemic, houses of worship can expect 

attendance at their celebrations to be larger than the typical Sunday.  Like other 

parishes, St. Margaret must plan for this potential influx and maintain policies set 

by the Department of Health and the Archdiocese of St. Louis.  While the city has 

a 50% capacity allowance for indoor public gatherings, given the dimensions of 

our church and configuration of our seating, it is not advisable that we permit more than 125 persons 

inside our church at one time if we are to achieve a healthy space for social distancing. 

 

We will utilize a seating reservation system for the Christmas Masses on December 24 (4:30 p.m. and 

10:00 p.m.) and December 25 (9:00 a.m.).  If it is your desire to attend, beginning Monday, December 14 

you may go either to our website for a digital sign-up or call the parish office during business hours.  

Indicate which Mass you would like to attend and the number of people with you.  Please understand that 

this will be a first-come, first-reserved system.  Those arriving at church for the Christmas liturgies must 

have a reservation to be admitted, and names will be checked upon entry.  Note that unlike previous 

years, there will not be a children’s choir at the 4:30 Mass, nor will there be a concert prior to the 10:00 

Mass.  Music at all the liturgies will be on the scale of what we presently do on Sundays. 

 

The 4:30 Christmas Eve Mass will be livestreamed for those without a reservation or those 

who choose to remain home out of precaution for their health.  We are also preparing “Para

-Liturgical Christmas Goody Bags” for families with children.  These will include prayer 

resources for observing Jesus’ birth at home and other materials to celebrate this holy day 

away from church.  Also, on Christmas day the church will remain open until 3:00 p.m. for 

anyone who would like to visit the manger scene or just pray quietly in our sacred space. 

 

I hope you will understand the necessary limits we must put on our assembly in church at Christmas.  This 

is being done because of the extraordinary circumstances in which we find ourselves and in the interest of 

guarding everyone’s health during the pandemic. 

 

This is a Good Thing – The roll-out of a vaccine for COVID-19 is promising news.  Some Catholics have 

raised moral concerns about its development.  There have been rumors about its safety, about sinister 

conspiracies, and especially about whether it is ethically permissible for Catholics to use it, since it was 

derived indirectly from embryonic stem cells.  A recent memo from the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops rejects such claims, pointing to a report from the pro-life Charlotte Lozier Institute, which 

called both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines “ethically uncontroversial.”  The origins of the vaccines are 

morally acceptable from a Catholic perspective and their advancement fosters the common good.  As a 

Church, we hope that those who are most vulnerable will have a privileged place in the distribution and 

allocation of this vaccine. 

 

Good and Faithful Servant – On December 1 our eldest parishioner, Lucille Shirley, died at the age of 

100.  Longevity of life is not the only thing to celebrate about Lucille.  She was a 

genuine steward of St. Margaret of Scotland.  In the parish since 1957, Lucille taught in 

our school and was active in many organizations.  For decades and all the way up to 

this past year she came to church every Saturday afternoon to clean and restock the 

candles.  Routinely on those days, Lucille and I would sit and chat, and we always had a 

good laugh together.  Like many others at St. Margaret, I will miss her.  Lucille’s family is 

still planning her funeral for one day over the Christmas holidays. 
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Gathering Hymn                                                                                                                                           

 

Proclaim the Joyful Message                                                                                  James V. Marchionda, OP 

 

REFRAIN   Proclaim the joyful message that our God is coming to earth voice.  

     Let the valleys be filled and the mountains made low, preparing for his holy birth! 

 

Kyrie                                                                                                                    An Advent Mass, PFH 

 

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie, Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 

Christe eleison, Christe eleison,  Christe, Christe,  Christe eleison.   

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie, Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 

 

First Reading                                                                                                   Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11  

 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners, 

to announce a year of favor from the LORD and a day of vindication by our God. 

I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul; 

for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, 

like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem, like a bride bedecked with her jewels. 

As the earth brings forth its plants, and a garden makes its growth spring up, 

so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise spring up before all the nations  

 

Responsorial Psalm           ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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Magnificat                                                                                                                             James J. Chepponis 

 

Sung:         Proclaim the greatness of God; rejoice in God, my Savior!  

      Rejoice in God, my Savior! 

 

Recited:    My soul rejoices in my God.  

 

Second Reading                                                           1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

 

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, 

for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. 

Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophetic utterances. 

Test everything; retain what is good. Refrain from every kind of evil. 

 

May the God of peace make you perfectly holy 

and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, 

be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The one who calls you is faithful, and he will also accomplish it. 
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Gospel Acclamation                                                                                                                                                             An Advent Mass, PFH 

 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Sing, Alleluia, Sing, alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel                                                                                                                                                                                                                John 1:6-8, 19-28 

  

  

A man named John was sent from God. 

He came for testimony, to testify to the light, 

so that all might believe through him. 

He was not the light, 

but came to testify to the light. 

 

And this is the testimony of John. 

When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him to ask him, “Who are you?” 

He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, “I am not the Christ.” So they asked him, “What are you 

then? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “I am not.”  

“Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.”  

So they said to him, “Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us? What do you have to 

say for yourself?” 

He said: “I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘make straight the way of the Lord,’ as Isaiah 

the prophet said.” 

Some Pharisees were also sent. They asked him,  

“Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?” 

John answered them, 

“I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, 

the one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.” 

This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

 

Nicene Creed 

 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 

Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made.  For us men and  

for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 

Mary, and became man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day in accordance with  

the Scriptures.   

 

 

He  ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the   living and 

the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the  giver of 

life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is adored and  glo-

rified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 

Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come.   Amen  
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Preparation of the Gifts    

 

Come, O Long-Expected Jesus                                                  Text: Charles Wesley Tune: William Walker 

 

Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free; 

From our fears and sins release us: Christ, in you our rest shall be. 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope to all the earth impart; 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, enter ev’ry longing heart. 

 

Born your people to deliver, born a child, and yet a King; 

Born to reign in us forever, now your gracious kingdom bring. 

By your own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

By your all-sufficient merit, raise us to your glorious throne.  

 

 

 

Mass Setting                                                                                         An Advent Mass, PFH 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Recsurrection,  

Until you come again, until you come again. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy, have mercy on us; (repeat) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world. O grant us peace, O grant us peace. 

 

Communion Hymn   �������� 

 

 O Come, O Come Emmanuel                                        Text: Trans. John M. Neale  Tune: Thomas Helmore 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

 

REFRAIN     Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, who order all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go. Rejoice!... 

O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to your tribes on Sinai's height 

In ancient times once gave the law, in cloud, and majesty, and awe. Rejoice!... 

O come, O Rod of Jesse's stem, from ev'ry foe deliver them 

That trust your mighty power to save, and give them vict'ry o'er the grave. 

 

O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav'nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 

O come, O Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by your drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadow put to flight. 

O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of humankind; 

O bid our sad divisions cease, and be for us our King of Peace. 



N� � F	�! S�. M�	��	�� �� S������ S�����

 

 

Today we celebrate “Gaudete Sunday,” the Third Sunday of Advent. Gaudete 

means “Rejoice!” On this Sunday, we take a short break from the waiting and 

preparation of Advent and rejoice as we anticipate that Christmas is near.  

 

Growing up, I loved seeing the different variations of Advent wreaths from 

traditional to the most artistic.  I have four siblings and each of us got to take a 

turn saying a prayer and lighting the candle for each week. At St. Margaret of 

Scotland, we have a tradition of blessing our classroom wreaths at the start of 

each Advent season.   

 

Members of Student Council have been leading our Advent Prayer Services.  Those prayer services are 

recorded and released to our school community each Monday.  This is one way that our school can still 

be together in prayer, even though physically distanced.  

 

This week we light a pink candle to signify happiness and joy.  Due to Covid 19, we are facing many 

challenges right now, and we must try to focus on the joy that we have in Christ.  Many of us are missing 

special time with friends and family this year.  We trust that God is in control and because of this, we can 

rejoice and give thanks for our many blessings.  

 

I challenge you to write down things in your life that 

cause you to rejoice. Then, thank God for those 

blessings! 

 

“Rejoice in the Lord always.  I shall say it again, 

rejoice!” Philippians 4:4 
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Recessional Hymn        

 

People Look East                                                         Text: Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) Tune: BESANÇON  

 

People, look East. The time is near of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look East and sing today: Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

 

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. 

Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flow’r may flourish. 

People, look East and sing today: Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

 

Birds, though you long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled. 

Even the hour when wings are frozen, God, for fledging time, has chosen. 

People, look East and sing today: Love, the Bird, is on the way. 

 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim, 

Shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look East and sing today: Love, the Star, is on the way. 

 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth. 

Set ev’ry peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look East and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
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 HISTORIC RENOVATIONS • KITCHENS
BATHS • ADDITIONS • DECKS

CONSTRUCTION INC.
Rich & Susan Wurm

314-776-7224
crewcon@sbcglobal.net  www.crewcon.net
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314-664-5433

 
1902 Arsenal St. 

www.scottholdridge.net
Commercial & Residential

(314) 487-4564

PLUMBING         COMPANYPLUMBING         COMPANY
ITALIAN RESTAURANT
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– FIELDER – ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC.
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ELAINE A PUDLOWSKI, ESQ. 
FRANKEL, RUBIN, KLEIN, SIEGEL, PAYNE & PUDLOWSKI, P.C.
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O: (314) 725-8000 EXT. 114 | F: (314) 726-5837
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ST. LOUIS HILLS
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