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Contact Info 
Phone  

608-365-7835 
 

Address 
845 Hackett Street 

Beloit, Wisconsin 53511 
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday  

12:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M. 
 

Email 
info@beloithistoricalsociety.com 

 
Website 

www.beloithistoricalsociety.com 

Like us on Facebook! 

BHS GOLD LEVEL 
SPONSOR: 

   
   Knightingales Performance - 3 pm 

 

Speakers: 

 Linda Fair - Black History 

 Latrachia Russey - Mental Health 

 Regina Hendrix - Work with community youth & Knightingales 

 Passion Richardson - Poet 

 Netra Ms Already - Comedian/host 

 Tonja Pinson - Singer 
 

       Artists!       Great Food!       Amazing Vendors! 
 

 

Free Event - Donations appreciated 
Enjoy a tour of the Lincoln Center 

The Beloit Historical Society & 
Black Women in Business  

Present the 2nd Annual 

Black Women in Business Expo 
 

Saturday - February 8, 2020 
1:00 - 5:00 pm 

 

Beloit Historical Society - 845 Hackett Street, Beloit WI 
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 2  Looking Back 
Many people who have lived in the Beloit area for 
more than 20 years, have fond memories of the 
hamburgers available at Geri’s Hamburgers, 1006 
Park Ave. The close proximity to Beloit College as 
well as nearby factories and businesses, made for 
a steady stream of customers who got “hooked” on 
Geri’s unique flavor. The Rockford-based chain 
began in 1962 with restaurants in Northern Illinois 
and Southern Wisconsin. Geri’s was somewhat 
modeled on McDonald’s as one of the owners was 
a former vice president at “Mickey D’s”. The 
restaurants were noted for low prices and little or no 
inside seating in order to push their carry-out 
business.  You could get a real cheap lunch for less 
than 50 cents; with a burger costing just 15 cents! 
 

The Beloit restaurant was built in 1968, and the 
Geri’s chain had 13 stores when the corporation 
folded in 1980. Some stores such as the Beloit 
location, continued to run independently after that.  

Ours was owned by Eric Newnham, a former Beloit 

City Council member. The Beloit location was the 

last Geri’s to close in 

1999. The building sat 

vacant for many years 

and was purchased by 

Beloit College and 

demolished in 2006. 

 1960s Beloit Geri’s 
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 3   New Executive Director 
 
                   

                 Meet Our New Executive Director 
                              Donna Langford 
 

We are thrilled to welcome Donna Langford as the new Executive Director of Beloit 
Historical Society. Donna was formerly Museum Curator specializing in Collection 
Management at Tinker Swiss Cottage in Rockford, Illinois, from 1999 until 2010. 
While there she helped get the historic suspension bridge rebuilt, the historic gardens 
planted on both sides of Kent Creek and the original barn rebuilt which now serves as 
the welcome center. 
 
Following Tinker, she was Manager of Operations for the Dekalb Area Agricultural 
Heritage Association where the mission was to cultivate innovations in agriculture and 
preserve agricultural history. While there she chaired the Dekalb County Barn Tour for 
six years. The tour brought anywhere between 500-700 visitors from 10 states, 3 countries and 70 cities. 
 
Donna received her BS in Biology/Anthropology from Illinois State University, Normal, and her MA in 
Anthropology from Northern Illinois University. She received her MA in Textile History from the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. She is the oldest of 5 children and has one daughter who is a high school math teacher in 
Ripon, Wisconsin, and two grandchildren. 
 
Donna’s passion is quilting. She runs an in-home quilting business called Heirloom Industry where she repairs 
old quilts to preserve them as heirlooms, designs and prints her own pattern line and appears at quilt shows 
where she gives workshops and training.  
 
Donna attended a Small Museum’s Conference which was held at Blackhawk Technical College last year. She 
put her name into a drawing for a free scholarship to a “C 3” class (Center for Collections Care) at Beloit College 
in July. It was at the class which centered on the conservation of textiles, where Nicolette Meister, one of our 
board members, told her about the director position. She studied our website and was impressed with our 
Strategic Plan, By-laws and Articles of Incorporation. She also liked the cohesive team she met here. “I felt like 
it was meant to be” Donna stated. 
 
She began her job at BHS and reality hit. As most of us already know, there are continual issues we are dealing 
with. Both the roof at Lincoln Center and at Hanchett-Bartlett are leaking. Hanchett-Bartlett also has “other 
problems” such as foundation cracks, sewer hook-up and on-going maintenance. There were plumbing 
problems with the  women’s restroom at Lincoln and lighting problems in the main office area.  
 
Donna remains undaunted. In addition to tackling these problems, she hopes to increase our number of visitors, 
work on creating great exhibits and help our society become more meaningful to the community. The best 
advice she took from her college advisor was to volunteer at a museum which she did. She “fell in love with 
working with the collections, the stories they tell and sharing those stories with the community”. Given our 
mission statement of Sharing Beloit’s History to Enhance Community Pride, we think she will fit in 
perfectly. 
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 4 Beloit Fairies   
Beloit Fairy Baseball’s Manager, Al Chubb 

 
In 1915, when Fairbanks Morse Athletic Association (or F.M.A.A.) was formed at the Fairbanks 
Morse Beloit plant, they developed plans for a semi-pro baseball team called the Beloit Fairy 
Baseball Team, one of the best-known semi-pro baseball teams in the Midwest from 1915-
1926. The team played other industrial teams in cities such as Kenosha, South Bend, Racine, 
Canton, Chicago and Joliet. Playing for the team had advantages during the WWI years. Being 
on the team provided a shelter from the military draft since the ballplayers held down factory 
jobs deemed vital to the war. From the beginning the coach of the team was Alva J. Chubb 
(right). There are a lot of newspaper articles about the Beloit Fairies but very little about what Al 

Chubb meant to the Fairies and to Beloit. 
 
He seemed to have a great ability to pick players that fit 
on the team, were good employees at Fairbanks Morse 
and good in the community. Several of the earliest 
players that Al Chubb brought to Beloit never left. 
George Zabel, Herb Kemman, Nate Tilley, Jim Breton 
and Bobby Farley are prime examples. 
 
Over the years he incorporated home-grown talent into the Beloit Fairies with Anton 
“Ole” Olson, Jim and Jack Wootton, Roy “ing” Hansen, Frank “Rufus” Gregory, Alvin 
“Butch” Krueger, Harold “Dutch” Witte. He also took in a couple of major leaguers 

when they returned to Beloit, George Perring and Eddie “Patsy” Gharrity.  
(I love the nicknames!) 

 
 
He was able to get the Chicago Cubs and Chicago White Sox to play in Beloit against 
the Fairies and they brought future hall of fame players to Beloit with them such as 
Eddie Collins, Grover Cleveland Alexander and other notable players like Buck 
Weaver and “Shoeless” Joe Jackson. In 1919 he set up three games with the Chicago 
Cubs barnstorming team to play the Beloit Fairies in games in Janesville at the 
fairgrounds and two games in Portage, Wis. The Cub’s hall of fame pitcher Grover 
Cleveland Alexander, pitched complete game victories in two of the three games. 
 
 
 
“Boss” Chubb as he was called by the Beloit Daily 

News, followed what was happening with major leaguers so he might acquire them for the Fairies. 
He acquired one of the best left-handed pitchers in baseball when he signed Jim “Hippo” Vaughn. 
He picked up Dickey Kerr from the Milwaukee Brewers, Dickey later starred for the Chicago White 
Sox in the 1919 World Series. Buck Weaver played in Beloit with the Fairies as did his brother-in-
law, pitcher for the White Sox, “Death Valley” Jim Scott. 
 
People came from Rockford, Janesville, and many other cities to Beloit to watch the Fairies great 
baseball teams. The cities they came from didn’t have a team the quality of the Fairies, so the 
Fairies were a great sight to see and Alva Chubb was one of the main reasons for the Fairies 
successes on and off the field.                                                                                                                          
  The majority of this article was written by Alan Katterhenry  

Herb Kemman 1925               Nate Tilley 

Jim Vaughn 1914         Buck Weaver 1917 

“Shoeless” Joe Jackson 
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 5 Beloit Fairies 

 

This panoramic picture is on display in the Elliot-Perring Sports Hall of Fame at BHS. The label in the upper left 
corner states: September 1, 1919, Fairbank’s Fairies playing against the Chicago Guenthers (Gunthers) on the Park 
St. diamond. The grandstand and bleachers were built in 1915. The team disband in 1926, and the structure was 
finally torn down in 1930 to be replaced by a nine-hole golf course on plant grounds. The fairies won 4-3. 
 

 
Alvin (Butch) Krueger was born in Beloit and played 
with the Beloit Fairies from 1925-27. He 
was invited to join the Milwaukee 
Brewers in 1928 and finished his 
professional career with the Madison 
Blues in 1931.  
 
As a professional golfer, he won 
practically every major golf tourney in 
the state. The Beloit Municipal Golf 
Course was renamed for him in 
1967.He was inducted into the Beloit 
Historical Hall of Fame in 1973. 
 

Eddie (Patsy) Garrity played with the 
Washington Senators from 1916 
through 1923 and then with the Beloit 
Fairies until 1926. Later he served as 
Walter Johnson’s coach at Washington 
and Cleveland. 
 
Even though he was born in Parnell, 
Iowa, he was active in the Beloit 
community serving on the Beloit City 
Council from 1946 to 1950. He was 
inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1978. 

 
 
George Wilson Perring was a Major 
League Baseball third baseman who played 
for five seasons. He played for the Cleveland 
Naps from 1908 to 1910, the Kansas City 
Packers of the Federal League from 1914 
to 1915 and then captained the Beloit Fairies.  
 
An exemplary Beloit citizen, he was inducted 
into the Hall of Fame in 1976. He was born in 
Sharon, WI, was a graduate of Beloit College 
and a great golfer. He is buried in Eastlawn 
Cemetery. 
 
George (Zip) Zabel was born in Wetmore, Kansas, pitched for 
the Chicago Cubs from 1913 to 1917, Toronto and then the Beloit 

Fairies. He pitched the game pictured in 
the panorama above giving him his 18th 
straight win that season. In 1918 he 
organized, coached and played with the 
Fairbanks Morse professional basketball 
team.  
 
He was employed as a chemist, 
metallurgist and general superintendent of 
all foundries for Fairbanks until 1949. 
Active in the Beloit community he was 
inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1982 
and is buried in Mt. Thabor cemetery. 

Beloit Fairies in the Beloit Historical Hall of Fame 
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On the north wall of Beloit Historical Society’s Arthur A Missner 
Veterans Gallery is a memorial designed by Beloit College 
professor O.V.Shaffer. The roster of names commemorates 
Beloit soldiers who died in US conflicts from the Civil War to 
Vietnam. Under the heading for WWII are 162 names of 
Beloiters who paid the ultimate sacrifice to defend what the rest 
of us now enjoy under the banner of freedom.  
 

Among those listed is one 
Sargent Robert W. McCarville 
whose remains were brought 
home to their final resting place 
in November of 2019. Robert W. 
McCarville was 24 when he died
--a member of Company L, 
128th Infantry Regiment, 32nd 
Infantry Division-- killed in 
action on Dec. 5, 1942, during 
an assault against enemy 
positions near Cape 
Endaiadere, Duropa Plantation, 
Territory of Papua. Due to 
intense enemy fire, his unit was 
unable to recover his remains. 

In 1945, a platoon leader from McCarville’s company recalled 
that McCarville’s remains were recovered Dec. 18, 1942, and 
he was buried in a temporary grave near where he was killed. 
Then in January 1943, a burial detail disinterred McCarville’s 
remains and transferred them to a small cemetery on the 
beach at Cape Endaiadere.  

McCarville was officially accounted for on July 10, 2019. Of the 16 million Americans who served in World War II, more 
than 400,000 died during the war. Currently, there are 72,650 service members still unaccounted for from World War II, 
with approximately 30,000 assessed as possibly recoverable.  

McCarville’s name is recorded on the Walls of the Missing at the Manila American Cemetery and Memorial, an American 
Battle Monuments Commission site along with the others missing from WWII. A rosette will be placed next to his name to 
indicate he has been accounted for.  
 
In a private ceremony, not open to the public, the remains of Robert McCarville were laid to rest at Mt Thabor Cemetery 
in Beloit. A veteran has been honored, and Beloit has received one of her noble sons, 78 years later – home again. 
 
Article by David Zimdars 
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“EVERY TOWN HAS TO HAVE A 
PLACE TO KEEP ITS HISTORY, 

OTHERWISE IT WILL BE LOST” 
                            John Patrick 

 
I had quite a surprise a few evenings 
ago when I came across a reference to 
Beloit in a wonderful book I was 
reading titled The Warmth of Other 
Suns by Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
Isabel Wilkerson. She chronicled one 
of the great untold stories of history - 
the migration from 1915 to 1970 of six 
million Southern black citizens to the 
North and West in search of a better 
life. These “pioneers” made this long 
trip following three main routes north;  
the New York City area, California and 
the Chicago/Milwaukee region. Ms 
Wilkerson follows three real-life stories 
of people who took one of each of the         
routes.  

 
Ida Mae Brandon Gladney of Chickasaw County, 
Mississippi, and her husband, traveled up the Illinois Central 
Railroad to Chicago on their way to live with her sister in 
Milwaukee. The passage that made my jaw drop was:   
 
But for most sharecroppers in Chickasaw County, the Promised 
Land was, oddly enough, a place called Beloit, Wisconsin, 
on the Rock River seventy-five miles southeast of Milwaukee. 
The foundries and metalworking factories in Beloit went to 
northeast Mississippi to hire workers used to hard labor for little 
money back during World War I. With so many northerners 
nosing around the South for cheap black labor, the recruiters 
had to work undercover and spread themselves out among the 
targeted states to escape detection, arrest or fines that could 
run into thousands of dollars. Neighbors and cousins of Ida 
Mae’s husband made their way from Okolona to Beloit, some 
later fanning out to Milwaukee and Chicago.     
                                 
I attended the BHS program on the topic of the Great Migration 
a couple of years ago. It was a wonderful program answering 
who, what, when, where and why questions. This book 
approaches the same topic from the personal and emotional 
side – a much more “heart-grabbing” view. After reading about 
the enormous struggles these migrants faced to find housing 
and jobs, I can appreciate that Beloit was considered the 
Promised Land. Fairbanks-Morse provided housing and 
decent pay, two of the overwhelming problems those who 
ended up in other areas faced. This book is a somewhat hefty 
read at 544 pages, but well, well worth it. Besides, how often do 
you get to read about Beloit being the Promised Land? You will 
not be disappointed. This book will join my “short list” of my all-
time favorite books.        
Mary Herrmann, Confluence Editor 

 
Five students in the Introduction to Museum Studies class 
at Beloit College, visited BHS on Saturday, Nov. 16, from  
9-12. They are students of Nicolette Meister, Vice 
President of BHS and our very 
valued curatorial “expert” who 
teaches the class.  
 
The students reorganized the 
pending accessions, removed 
historic photos from frames and 
updated the table linens in the 
Sports Hall of Fame.  
 
The picture on the right shows 
the pile of accessions that built 
up and needed to be integrated 
onto the shelving for processing. 

 
The picture on 
the left shows 
the same area 
clear of pending 
accessions. 
 
 
Rick Dexter 
(center back), 
and Diana 
Brooks (right),  

of the Curatorial Comm., helped supervise and answer 
questions. It was a very successful and productive 
morning of work.  

 
Thanks Beloit College Students. We appreciate your 

work on our behalf! 
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 8 About our Staff  
 

FROM DONNA 
 
It is an exciting time to be a part of the Beloit 
Historical Society!  The board and staff are 
successfully bringing the 2017 – 2019 
Strategic Plan to a close. A generous 
donation made it possible to reinstate the 
Executive Director position, and I joined the 
staff October 2019 as part of the Leadership Goal in the 
Strategic Plan. Working closely with the Board of Directors and 
Kelly Washburn, the Program Director, we will begin the next 
level of Strategic Planning early in 2020. The addition of an 
Executive Director to the staff has increased the society’s 
eligibility to more granting agencies, and I am pleased to 
share that the Beloit Historical Society was chosen to 
participate in the Wisconsin Association of Independent 
Colleges and Universities (WAICU) internship program. We are 
honored to be a host site for an intern who will be developing 
plans for two traveling exhibits during the summer 2020 
semester. 
 
The Annual Appeal to support general operations of the Beloit 
Historical Society is underway and donations are being 
accepted. Thank you to everyone who has already generously 
donated. The society depends on donations to cover operating 
costs that grants do not cover. Together we can make 2020 an 
exciting and successful year! 
 
I invite you to visit the Beloit Historical Society at the Lincoln 
Center and discover the exciting changes first-hand. I am 
looking forward to meeting everyone! 

 
FROM KELLY 

 
As the year ends, I want to thank the 
community, members and volunteers for 
supporting BHS.  A special  thank you to 
volunteer John Sabaka for going the extra 
mile helping me with programming, 
outreach and displays throughout the 
year.  
 
BHS is very lucky to have the expertise of a group of volunteers 
who are dedicated to keeping BHS a place that can be shared 
with our community. Like most non-profits, we have challenges 
ahead. With your support, we can continue to grow, network in 
the community, preserve Beloit’s history and provide quality 
programming in the New Year!       

 

THE BELOIT ANGEL MUSEUM 
 
The Angel Museum has regretfully become part of Beloit’s 
history. The angels have been sold and the building 
emptied. Before long it will open as our new visitor’s 
center. The board of the Angel Museum disbursed funds 
from the sale to various Beloit groups. Beloit Historical 
Society was most fortunate to receive a gift of $5,000 for 
which we are very grateful. We will keep a permanent 
exhibit of the Angel Museum’s history at BHS so it will not 
be lost.  

 

Dee Ward, Treasurer, presents a check to Kelly from the Angel 
Museum Board.  Joyce Berg, Angel Museum founder, is on the right. 

 
ABOUT DAVID 

 
Many of us expect to see the friendly 
face of David Zimdars sitting at the front 
desk when we come to visit BHS. In 
January he will be leaving to work in a 
new position as secretary of his church. 
We are happy for him but sad for us. His 
welcoming voice and cordial manner 
was comforting in our hectic world. “I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time here at BHS. It is filled with great people 
and celebrates the history of a great town. I wish Donna 
Langford (Exec Dir) and Kelly Washburn (Program Dir) 
the best in guiding BHS into its historical future” he stated.  

 
Good luck in your new job David. We will miss you! 
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9  9 Happenings at BHS 
 
Many people came to visit with 
Jackie Dougan Jackson at the 
Christmas Open House and book 
signing on December 14. Jackie 
is author of a 4-part book series, 
The Round Barn, A Biography 
of an American Farm, about 
her family’s iconic round barn on 
Colley Road. Attendees could 

get the first three books for a 
donation to Beloit Historical 
Society and get the fourth for 
free. Many attendees had 
never visited BHS and took 
time to view the displays. 

A brand new program was held in November 
at Lincoln Center in coordination with 
Doodles. The children learned painting 
skills from a professional from Doodles and 
learned about Beloit’s historical water tower 
from volunteer John Sabaka. One little 
participant was so proud of her work, she 
gave it to her grandma to hang on her wall. 
More programs with Doodles for kids and 
adults are planned for 2020.  

 
A hearty group met on a chilly October afternoon for a 
Backyard Stroll along the railroad tracks through 
Hillcrest Bluff (presently Sherwood Drive). John “Moe” 
Carroll led this large group of Beloit history lovers 
to Beloit Junction, a magical spot untouched since the 
19th century. He described his childhood with his 
companions as they played along the tracks and the 
people that lived in adjacent homes and farms, many 
of them founders or leaders in Beloit. True to form, he 
even managed a few jokes….The group was treated 
to a warm bowl of soup upon completion of the tour.  

Thank you very much for a great event Moe!   
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Happenings at BHS 10 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Rick Barder 

Cynthia Blair 

Joan Davisson 

John Heineke 

Tomas and Anna Larsen 

Peggy Pleasant 

Robert Urban 

               TRIVIA TEASERT 

GREAT NEWS FOR BHS! 
 

Kelly Washburn, Program Director, was successful in 
getting two grants for BHS: 
 
One of the grants Walmart provided was $350 towards 
support for our Black History Program in February. This 
competitive field had over 150,000 applicants.  

 
Thank you Walmart! 

 
Great cheers and relief from staff and volunteers could be 
heard when word of the second grant was received. 
Ecolab has been a consistent supporter of BHS, and  
this year a $5,000 grant will go to upgrade our lighting 
system. Those of you who have stopped by Lincoln 
Center, know that our office lights have been “non-
performing” for months making reading and performing 
tasks very difficult. Lighting upgrades are expensive. 
When the office is completed, the remainder of the money 
will go towards the next most urgent “display” lighting need 
we have. Grants were very competitive, and we are thrilled 
we were one of those selected.  

  
Thank you for your support Ecolab! 

 
Janet Nicolls Memorial 

We want to thank everyone who contributed to BHS in 
memory of Janet Nicolls, a former member and 
president of our organization. 

 
Joyce Beals 

Annabelle Collins 
Marilyn Cook 
Carol Elliot 

Mary Herrmann 
Emil and Louise Kreider 

Gloria Mathews 
Thomas Warren 

     Hats Off  to . . . . 
 
Marguarette Quillen for the 
donation of a coffee pot for 
programs 

Jason Washburn for repairing one of our computers  
 
John Sabaka for assisting with the Doodles/water 
tower program for kids 
 
Kay Wildenberg and Michael Schnur for donations of 
supplies 

Question: The article about the Beloit Fairies stated 4 
players had been inducted into the Beloit Historical Hall 
of Fame. Who was the first person inducted in 1938? 

Answer: If you stated Caleb Blodgett, our founder, you 
would be only partially correct. The first person inducted 
into the Hall of Fame was Willian Blodgett, Caleb’s 
grandson! He was born in Indiana in 1834, and came to 
Beloit in 1836 with his mother (wife of Selvey Blodgett, 
Caleb’s son) and his grandfather Caleb. His mother was the 
first white woman in Beloit. He became a bookkeeper for 
his uncle John Hackett in the milling business. Later he 
became the owner of the business. He was head of Beloit’s 
administration, a businessman, churchman and politician. 
He was also one of the founders of the Methodist Church. 
 
Caleb was inducted in 1967. 
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AmazonSmile has the same products and prices as 
Amazon, but donates a % of your purchase to BHS. 
 
1.  Go to smile.amazon.com 
2.  Sign into your Amazon account  
3   Choose Beloit Historical Society from the list of 

charities provided. 

 Membership Information 
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845 Hackett Street 
Beloit, Wisconsin 53511 
Phone: 608-365-7835 

Confluence Newsletter 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

    Sharing Beloit’s History to 
     Enhance Community Pride 

   

Thank you! 
 
 Vonnie Adams 

 Joe and Ingrid Chamberlain 

 Rick Dexter 

 Teri and Don Downing 

 Dick Gerhard 

 Jim and Joyce Haight 

 Tim and Deb McKearn 

 Nicolette Meister/Kevin Larson 

 Jim and Cindy Packard 

 Sam and Judy Paddock 

 Charles Ricksecker 

 Michael Schnur 

 Jennifer Scott 

 Gary and Lois Swanson 

 John and Bonnie Wetter 

 John and Becky Wong 

 
 Beloit Historical Society 

 has 16 Sustaining Memberships 

 
BHS Staff 
   Donna Langford, Exec. Director 
   Kelly Washburn, Program Director 
 
Board of Directors 
   Teri Downing, President             

   Nicolette Meister, Vice President  

   Dick Gerhard, Treasurer                

   Diana Brooks, Secretary 

   Ellen Joyce 

   Tom Larsen 

   Justin Leroy Allan Mitchell 

   Sean Winters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             

 
A wonderful update has been 
made to our Arthur A. Missner 

Veterans Gallery.  
 

See page six for the article. 


