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Contact Info 

Phone  
608-365-7835 

 
Address 

845 Hackett Street 
Beloit, Wisconsin 53511 

 
Office Hours 

Monday - Friday  
12:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

 
Email 

info@beloithistoricalsociety.com 
 

Website 
www.beloithistoricalsociety.com 

Like us on Facebook! 

 
 

“EVERY TOWN HAS TO HAVE 
A PLACE TO KEEP ITS 

HISTORY, OTHERWISE IT 
WILL BE LOST” 

 
                      John Patrick 

 

Beautiful Early Beloit 

Brittan block with fountain for horses - early 1900s 

Goodwin building - early 1900s
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 3 

 

During the early years of this 
century, Beloit might well have 
been called the City of Bells 
and Whistles. Wrist watches 
were not usual at the time nor 
were they necessary. Beloit 
had its own method for 
checking the hours. An 
example in our family was that 
on the day I was born, my first 
cry was accurately recorded as 
twelve o’clock noon for its 
coincidence with the Fairbanks
-Morse noon whistle. 

Fairbanks-Morse  
Whistle 

coco
-Mo

 

Fourth Street Fire Dept. 

Eaton Chapel St. Thomas 
Church 

In between, and in all seasons, the Westminster chimes 
from Eaton Chapel on the College campus announced 
the hours and quarter hours. Noon arrived with a panoply 
of sounds. Vying with Fairbanks whistle and the deeper 
one from the Beloit Iron Works, there were always the 
long drawn-out peals from the bell of St. Thomas Church. 

Again at 1:30 and 1:35 one knew, on school days, that it 
was time for school, with the end of recess bell following 
later. 3:30 was noted by the Fairbanks signal of their day’s 
work end. The 6:00 whistle left the rest of the hours to be 
noted by the College clock alone. There was one 
exception. At any hour there might be heard the 
frightening fire whistle from its structure over the fire 
station on Fourth St. One knew in which ward there was a 
fire by the number of times the whistle blew. 

Both the St. Paul and the Northwestern trains were almost always on time when 
their whistles were blown to announce the approach to the stations. The clang 
of the street cars as they circled the city on their one track did not add to the 
timetable but did give its particular tone to the Beloit melody. On Sundays, there 
were many church bells.  Each had its own particular tone. Some sounded 
almost simultaneously, others for their varied hour of worship. In the days 
before motor horns, those bells could be heard clearly all over the city —  
the joyous sounds of Sunday. 

Hanley Grocery Wagon  
1900 

 

In winter, there were sleigh bells, in summer there was the tinkle sounded by horse-
drawn peanut vendors and the bell rung by the man who pushed his cart, the man who 
would sharpen knives and scissors. And every day one could hear the clip-clop of the 
horses’ hooves and the drivers’ call of “whoa.” One listened to hear the approach of the 
Bakery Wagon. 
 

With nostalgia one hears those sounds mingling together for a musical tapestry woven 
with threads which were the daily bells and whistles – the sounds of Beloit. 

Strong School 

  Sounds of Beloit  - by Nellita Salmon Shedd (born 1902)  
 

Five days a week one could 
depend upon that same whistle 
to awaken one at five minutes 
before seven, followed by a 
repeat on the hour. A deep 
boom from the Iron Works 
followed. On those same five 
days during the school year, 
one heard the Strong School 
bell at 9:00 (in other areas, the 
bell from Hackett, Royce or 
Wright School), followed by the 
tardy bell. Those same bells 
signaled that recess was over 
at 10:30. 
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 4 Wright & Wagner Dairy 

 
Most of us are excited to see the new Wright & 
Wagner Lofts, the apartments to be built on the 
former site of Beloit’s first dairy. This location has 
been very important to Beloit‘s history as well as 
our current standing in the entire world. 
 
Charles Wright was born in Chetopa, Kansas, in 
1876. His parents traveled by covered wagon to 
Illinois. He operated a grocery store as a young 
man which he later sold. In 1905, a partnership was 
formed with butter-maker Orville Sturtevant, and 
together they started a creamery at Durand, Illinois. 
They sold the creamery and moved to Beloit with 
the purpose of developing a milk business. 

 
The first plant 
(started in 1906) 
was small and 
was located on 
Mill Street. 
Sturtevant & 
Wright Creamery, moved to 525 Cross Street in 1907, and was the city ’s first bottled 
milk plant. The men started with one wagon in May,1907, and introduced something 
new in milk handling. They delivered the fresh milk in sealed containers to the 
front porches of city residents. In their first day of business, the creamery sold 12 quarts 
of milk. Through good service and a quality product, they grew steadily. In two years, 
the business had expanded to 1,700 customers. 

The following is a 1942 memory of Oscar 
Thompson when he was 82 years old. 
 

The old milk man! Do you remember him? His 
wagon would drive up to your front door. He would 
ring a bell and if you wanted milk you would go out 
with a container and get a quart or more. He would 
pour the milk from a five gallon can. If you were 
lucky and got the top, you would get the richer milk, 
but if his can were nearly empty you would get 
pretty thin milk. 
Every housewife used a strainer to take out dirt 
and refuse. There was no pasteurizing in those 
days. It is a wonder we are still alive. The modern, 
sanitary dairies cannot be too highly appreciated 
from the standpoint of cleanliness and good health. 

The Evolution of  a Small Local Dairy into a Global Conglomerate  

Metal bottle cap allowed bottles to 
be pasteurized after filling. 
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 5 Wright & Wagner Dairy 
 

Wright & Wagner C 1920 

Ira Wagner entered the firm in 1909, and continued until his 
retirement in 1935.  
 

The dairy was also the first to pasteurize milk in the bottle with a machine 
using new technology. The VILTER MFG. COMPANY, that made the 
pasteurizer, advertised in the 1914 issue of Milk Plant Monthly, that 
potential customers could see this new technology in use at the 
Sturtevant, Wright & Wagner Dairy.  

 

Sturtevant resigned from the presidency in October, 1921, because of ill health. Wright 
became president and Ira Wagner became secretary/treasurer. The firm was 
incorporated under the name Wright & Wagner Dairy Company which continued until 
1930. 
 

They merged with Beatrice Foods (Beatreme) in 1930, and eventually became one of the 
leading food companies in the U.S. They added the manufacture of evaporated milk, 
powdered milk, ice cream, cottage cheese, butter and caramel candy base. They also 
supplied Chicago, shipped products overseas and maintained home-delivery routes here 
in town. 

 

Charles Wright became manager and continued in that 
capacity until his retirement in 1946 at the age of 70. He 
passed away at the age of 96. He was highly respected by 
his employees and business associates. In addition to his 
personal civic contributions, during WWI the company 
canned evaporated milk for the armed forces and during 
WWII provided large amounts of powered milk for the forces.  
 

Although milk bottling and ice cream production were halted 
in 1976, the company still purchased milk from 140 Rock County area 
farmers. The milk was used to make high-fat powdered shortening for the 
baking industry and for other dehydrated ingredients such as cheese and 
sour cream. 
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Last appearance of the dairy before demolition 

Meadow Gold Milk was one of the  well-known Beatrice products 
bottled in Wright & Wagner Dairy 

Wright & Wagner Dairy 
Beatrice built a $1 million addition to the dairy 
in 1975. The addition contained a tower used 
to produce dehydrated foods 
 

They pioneered a spray-dry technology 
which could be used with dairy and cheese 
products, seasonings and many others. It 
provided an easy way to mix flavors, colors and 
textures that could be economically produced 
and efficiently stored. By being the “first mover” 
in this new industry, Beatrice was the largest 
spray-dryer in the world by the 1980s. It was 
acknowledged to have some of the finest food 
technologies in the business. Beatrice held a 
distinct advantage over the competitors in the 
competence and knowledge of its people. 

One of Beatrice’s suppliers was Kerry Group, Tralee, Ireland. 
Kerry supplied casein for use in shortening powders. Kerry 
sought to enhance its presence in the food industry by acquiring 
this innovative company, an enormous undertaking for a 
company of their size. After lengthy and difficult negotiations, the 
deal was signed in October, 1988, in offices at the World Trade 
Center in New York. After the details were worked out, everyone 
went to lunch at Windows on the World, the famous restaurant 
on the top floor of the World Trade Center.  
 

Beloit is the North American Headquarters for Kerry, a company 
in 30 countries on 6 continents that employs over 25,000 people. 
Kerry supplies many ingredients used in well-known brands of 
food and products we consume each day. They supply to the 
restaurant and beverage industry that we patronize frequently. 
Since it is an ingredients company, its name never appears on a 
label, package, bottle, jar, or cap, but it is likely at least one 
product from Kerry is consumed each day by every person 
in the United States. 

Thanks to 2 brave Beloiters who worked to open a dairy 114 years ago, Beloit is home to Kerry Group today! 
 

Wright & Wagner Dairy (later Beatrice Foods) was innovative because….. 
 

· First to deliver fresh milk to homes in bottles 
· First to pasteurize milk in bottles using new technology 
· Pioneered a spray-dry technique for dairy & cheese products 
· Recognized to have the finest food technologies and knowledgeable people in the business 
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7  7 From the Collection 

1907 Fire Drill at New High School 

Luebke Library at Beloit Historical 
Society, contains many volumes of 
past publications of directories, 
yearbooks, newspapers etc. The 
Increscent from Beloit Memorial 
High School, is Wisconsin’s oldest 
high school newspaper. The cover 
(right) is from Volume I printed in 
1907. Through the years The 
Increscent has won the National 
Press Association All American 
School Newspaper Award and the 
Associated Press Best School 
newspaper in the State of Wisconsin 
Award. 
 
Below are two articles from the first volume: 
 

Stay by the school, boys and girls. Do not give up now when your education is not 
doing so much for you. Boys, do not leave school now and start to work just to have 
money that you may keep up with the “fellows,” but dig in and finish with flying colors. 
The majority of Freshman classes have an equal number of boys and girls, but look at 
the Senior classes!  A boy is virtually a Mormon with a full set of wives. Hang to it, 
boys. Don’t let the Senior class look as if the masculine sex were dying out. Dig in! 
 
Christmas time is nearly here. It has been defined by some one as the time when you give away what you want and receive 
what you don’t want. This may be true, but it is the spirit of the Christmastide that means so much. Remember, above all 
things, that it is a time for rejoicing and doing good to others. I wish to ask you, therefore, teachers, to try to lighten the 
burdens of the pupils and of the pupils especially I wish to ask that they do not lay a grudge up against a teacher, who 
inflicts some rebuke or merited punishment upon you for failure of duty. 

 
It was with deep sorrow that we 
received the news of the passing of 
Attorney William Bolgrien on March 
4, 2020. Few members have been 
as significant to BHS as has Bill 
both with time and money. He 
served on our Board of Directors for 
many years and did much research 
on Beloit history, particularly 
Oakwood Cemetery. Often during 

Heritage Days activities, he would conduct an 
entertaining tour of the cemetery highlighting many of 
the city’s pioneers. He was also extremely active in the 
community and was credited with obtaining the federal 
funding to build the hospital on Hart Road. He was 
inducted into Beloit’s Hall of Fame in 1914. 

 
Contributions in memory of Bill Bolgrien were given by: 
 

John Clark   Joellen Bendall 
Samuel and Judy Paddock Susan McGrath 
Virginia Jagla  V. L. Brown 
Josephine Burke  Tammy Schindler 
Gloria Sharp   Katie Fisher 
Elizabeth Merchant  Sue Kurth 
Holly Mineau   Christine O’Neil 
Annie Collins   Rick Dexter 
Kim Schermerhorn  Laura Thompson 
Dani Storh 
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 8 From our Staff  
 
MESSAGE FROM DONNA 
 

The Beloit Historical Society knew that 
2020 would be a year of change and 
transition as we begin a new Strategic 
Plan.  Then the novel coronavirus 
pandemic began testing everyone’s 
creativity and flexibility as the world as we knew it 
underwent dramatic change.  Our top priority for the 
health and well-being for our community, members, 
volunteers, staff and their families made decisions easy 
as we closed the Lincoln Center in mid-March.  
 

Staff continues to work, taking care of business remotely 
and preparing for the reopening.  Our use of technology 
is expanding with the addition of Instagram and video 
conferencing in order to stay connected with our 
community. We are excited to be able to provide the 
Annual Meeting on May 22 at 6:00 pm by video 
conferencing. I hope you are able to join us. Invitations 
with details about the meeting will arrive by mail. 
 

We are applying creativity as we move forward with 
Strategic Planning. One change is to use a survey 
instead of in-person focus groups. Your opinions are 
extremely important to us and we want to be sure your 
voice is included in the strategic planning process. 
Responses to the survey will help the board determine 
priorities and define strategic goals.  
 

I hope that everyone is healthy and safe.   

 
GREETING FROM KELLY 

 
April has proven to be a challenging month 
for BHS.  We temporarily closed our doors 
to the public, staff and volunteers as did 
many other non-profits in Wisconsin.   
 
I truly missed our yearly Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon 
this year! It is an afternoon of being able to show our 
volunteers how much you are appreciated.  Hopefully we can 
still plan an afternoon luncheon later this year.  
  

I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the 
volunteers for all your hard 
work and help this past 
year. You are always 
willing to be there for us 
whenever we need you.  
We wholeheartedly 
appreciate your time.  

 

Words cannot express how grateful we are to have you here.  
Thank you so much for your enthusiasm and genuine interest 
and dedication in assisting us in everything we do. We could 
not do what we do without you!   
 
Thank you for all of the calls on the business cell for 
questions and updates during the closure. Feel free to call 
me anytime.  See you soon! 

 
2020 ANNUAL MEETING  

 
For the first time in our 110 year history, we are 
disappointed to announce that our annual meeting will be 
held remotely because of COVID-19. A letter mailed to you 
has a description of how to RSVP to the meeting which will 
be held on Friday, May 22 at 6 p.m. The letter also has a 
list of nominees for the Board of Directors. 
 
You will be able to attend the remote meeting even if your 
computer does not have a camera. Please call Lincoln 
Center for any questions you may have (608-365-7835 to 
leave a message, or 608-314-6289 to speak to Kelly 
directly). 

 

Thank you to those who contributed to our 
Women’s Archival Collections Grant. 

 

Rick Dexter 
Lynn Morand Evans 
Marge Fizzzell in honor of LaVaughn Kunny 
Diane Lichtenstein 
Michael Schnur 
Kay Wildenberg 

 
The funds will be used to organize, rehouse/label and enter 
information into our Past Perfect Database about the items 

in our collection from Beloit’s 47 women’s organizations.  
 

Contributions are still needed  
to meet the matching grant. 
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Volunteer of the Month 
 

BHS Board President Teri 
Downing is honored as the April 

Volunteer of the Month in the 
April 14, 2020, issue of the 

Beloit Daily News. 
 

 
 
 
 

The timing of this award for Teri could not have been better. 
Sadly, she will be stepping down at our annual meeting 
after 5 years as our board president. She came along at the 
perfect time to guide us in our transition after the retirement 
of our former director. Teri brought with her professionalism, 
experience and knowledge as a result of her position with 
the city of Beloit. She was indispensable in our progress 
during the last 5 years. 
 

With a great deal of gratitude,  
we say farewell to you Teri! 

9 9 Volunteer Spotlight 

                  TRIVIA  TEASERT 

 
 

DICK GERHARD 
 
 
Dick Gerhard is know by many of us as a 
“true Beloiter”, with a steel-trap 
knowledge of Beloit history. He was born 
in Ottawa, Illinois, but his family moved to 
Beloit when he was 6. He attended 4 different grade 
schools, Roosevelt Junior High and Beloit High School 
(now Beloit Memorial High School) graduating in 1948. 
While at high school, he was editor of The Increscent ( see 
page 7). Two years at Beloit College was followed by 2 
years at UW-Madison working towards his Bachelor of 
Business Administration degree.  
 
He began his accounting career at Price, Waterhouse & 
Co. in 1952. His work history there was interrupted by 2 
years of service in the U.S. Army. In 1959, he began 
working for Robert Solem, owner of Wisconsin Knife Works 
and one of BHS’s greatest patrons. He opened his own 
CPA business in 1968 and began winding down his public 
accounting career in 2017.  
 
Dick’s active involvement with BHS began in the 1970s. He 
is currently serving on our Board of Directors for a second 
time. He is our treasurer and is on the Finance Committee.  
A big supporter of the City Hall of Fame Committee, he has 
worked to make it a success for many years. “I believe it is 
so important to preserve our history. We want to know 
where we have been and how we got where we are” he 
said when asked about his involvement at BHS. 
 
His community commitment doesn’t stop at the historical 
society. Through the years he has been involved with the 
YMCA, Chamber of Commerce, Angel Museum, Beloit 
Library, Rotary Club, First Light Group Home, Rock Valley 
Community Programs, Red Cross and VetsRoll. He has 
been the recipient of many awards and honors.  
 
Dick loves reading and sports in his spare time and still 
goes to Beloit Memorial High School sports events.  
 

We are grateful for the many hours of work Dick 
has given to BHS. Many thanks! 

 

Question:   
 
Beloiter John Sleeper Holmes designed and built 
this first machine for farm purposes at his 
property at 1105 Chapin Street.  What was it? 

Answer: 
 
He designed and built the first known automotive-type 
gasoline tractor that was sold for farm purposes in 1906-
07. It was designed so that present tools a farmer might 
have could be attached to the tractor. John was not a 
good businessman and did not profit from his invention. 
He did not obtain a patent or legal protection to keep 
others from copying his work. 

(photo courtesy of Beloit Daily News) 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 
 

Kurt Heggland 
Sapan Patel 

Tanequa Quince 
Benjamin Reeber 

  
 
Hats Off  to . . . . 
 
Ecolab for the $5,000 awarded to 
BHS to upgrade our lighting system. 

When we reopen, visitors will be able to see the wonderful 
lighting that is in place in the office area and gallery where 
many events are held. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you Ecolab! 
 

John Sabaka for providing an excellent program about 
Irish Immigration to Wisconsin which was held on March 14. 
John never leaves the audience disappointed. 

Did You Know?

 

Did You Know?  
 
Beloiters looked forward to a railroad line from Racine to the Mississippi via Beloit in 1852. They were tired of the long 
tiresome stage coach or wagon ride and also saw it as a way to get and deliver products. They obligated themselves to 
$100,000 ($3.35 million in today’s dollars) of bonds at 7% interest for 20 years to pay for the line. 
 
In 1858 the city found itself with a judgment against it and full liability for the bonds, but many citizens felt the debt was 
illegal and opposed payments. The controversy raged for years. The Supreme Court decided in favor of the 
bondholders.  
 
It took Beloit 47 years to pay off the debt. During this time the city had lived through the Civil War, had raised its full 
quota of volunteers, and had passed through the financial panics of 1873, 1883 and 1893. The city struggled and did 
not prosper during this period. The obligation was finally paid in 1900 - the city having put out $345,000 ($10.6 million 
in today’s dollars) in principal, interest and costs to settle the $100,000 debt. 
 
February 27, 1900 was a red letter day when Beloit celebrated the final payment of the debt.  

 
Beloit could finally turn its attention to a brighter future. 

Photo taken in 1908 
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AmazonSmile has the same products and prices as 
Amazon, but donates a % of your purchase to BHS. 
 
1.  Go to smile.amazon.com 
2.  Sign into your Amazon account  
3   Choose Beloit Historical Society from the list of 

charities provided. 

 Membership Information 
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BOLGRIEN, KOEPKE 
& KIMES LLC 
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845 Hackett Street 
Beloit, Wisconsin 53511 
Phone: 608-365-7835 

Confluence Newsletter 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

    Sharing Beloit’s History to 
     Enhance Community Pride 

 

Thank you!u! 
 

 Vonnie Adams 
 Joe and Ingrid Chamberlain 
 Rick Dexter 
 Teri and Don Downing 
 Dick Gerhard 
 Jim and Joyce Haight 
 Nicolette Meister/Kevin Larson 
 Jim and Cindy Packard 
 Charles Ricksecker 
 Michael Schnur 
 Jennifer Scott 
 Gary and Lois Swanson 
 Cole Swartz 
 John and Bonnie Wetter 
 John and Becky Wong 
 
  

 
 Beloit Historical Society 
 Sustaining Memberships 

BHS Staff 
Donna Langford, Exec. Director 
Kelly Washburn, Program Director 
Leanne Howland, Front Office 
 

Board of Directors 
Teri Downing, President             
Nicolette Meister, Vice President 
Dick Gerhard, Treasurer                
Diana Brooks, Secretary 
Ellen Joyce 
Tom Larsen 
Justin Leroy Allan Mitchell 
Sean Winters 

Little did this man know that at age 30 
he would have an idea that would turn 
Beloit into the North American 
headquarters of a world-wide business 
with locations on six continents.  
  

SEE PAGE 4 FOR DETAILS 


