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Sunday Liturgies

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday Mass: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Rosary - one half hour prior to Mass times

Weekday Masses

Monday - Thursday: 8:00 AM
Rosary - 7:30 AM - M, Th; following Mass on W

Office Hours

Monday - Friday
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM & 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM

RCIA

Adults interested in becoming members of the Catholic
faith, call the Parish Office at 254-0679.

Baptisms

Appointment only after parents have attended required
classes. Parents must be registered and active members
of Holy Angels Parish for at least 3 months.

Reconciliation

Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM, or by appointment.

Communion for the Homebound
Contact Parish Office at 254-0679.

Marriages

Arrangements must be made at least 6 months in advance.
Registration and active membership at Holy Angels Parish
are required, plus attendance at an engaged encounter
weekend or a pre-cana conference. No wedding later
than 2:00 PM on Saturday.

Anointing of the Sick

Contact Parish Office at 254-0679.

Funerals

Arrangements are to be made directly through the funeral
home. Funeral liturgies are 10:00 AM.

Pastor: Rev. Donald Wolford
Parish Office Manager: Shelley Fitzgerald
Assistant to Parish Office Manager: Colleen Knueven
Pastoral Council Chairperson: Jeff Lister
Holy Angels Parish Office: 254-0679
Holy Angels Parish Email Address:
holyangelswr@yahoo.com
Holy Angels Parish Office Fax: 254-2690
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting and Investigation:
(217) 321-1155
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MONDAY, MARCH 23
8:00 A.M.
Tina Sadich
TUESDAY, MARCH 24
8:00 A.M.
For An End to the Coronavirus
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25
8:00 A.M.
Fred Ufert
THURSDAY, MARCH 26
8:00 A.M.
Mark Torrez
FRIDAY, MARCH 27
8:00 A.M.
For An End To Abortion
SATURDAY, MARCH 28
4:30 P.M.
Scot “Whitey” Emerick
SUNDAY, MARCH 29
8:00 A.M.
Susanna Paskovič
10:30 A.M.
For The Parishioners

ACT OF SPRITUAL COMMUNION
MARCH 28th

3:00 - 4:00 P.M.

Please remember in your Masses and prayers the repose of
the soul of Mr. Leo Ventimiglia, whose Funeral Mass was
celebrated on Saturday, March 21 at Holy Angels Parish.
May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Please pray for the following parishioners who are ill at
home and in need of our constant prayers:
Rhonda Bowman, Michael Carmody, Rosalia Doolen,
Nina Giardina, Carol Grear, Shirley Hanneken, Gloria
Hoormann, Doris Johnessee, Cynthia Moore, Marilyn
Romani, Harold Simburger and Eileen Simonds.
Please pray for them and for all the sick.
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My Jesus, I believe that You are
present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least
spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already
there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to
be separated from You.
Amen.

March 22, 2020 - Fourth Sunday of Lent
It is our faith that keeps us going, our prayer that
sustains us, the grace of God that accompanies us in this
journey. As we make our sacrificial fast from the Eucharist I
urge you to make a frequent spiritual communion as you
invite Jesus into your hearts. His promise that he will not
abandon us and will be with us always gives us hope.
Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us.
In Christ,
Fr. Don

Dear Parishioners,
We live in extraordinary times! It is unprecedented
in our collective memory. The world is on lockdown and
each day presents new challenges. On Wednesday, March
18, 2020, Bishop Thomas John Paprocki regretfully announced a diocesan-wide “fast from the Eucharist.” This
means that as of now there will be no public Masses celebrated in our diocese at least until Easter. Bishop Paprocki
has asked all priests to offer daily Mass “sine populo”, without people physically present. I will be celebrating Mass at
the usual times with the stated intentions each day. The seminaries have shut down and Charlie Delano from St.
Meinrad’s will be with me for the next few months. Charlie
is young, therefore he is much more techno-savy than I am.
We are working on live streaming the daily Masses beginning with Sunday 10:30 AM. It can be found on our parish
website (holyangelsparish.com) or on facebook (my facebook page can be located under “Don Wolford”). If this
can be accomplished I will be adding a daily holy hour with
adoration and benediction. Outside of Mass times the
church will be open for individual visits. I encourage you to
continue praying. Devotions might include the Rosary, Divine
Mercy litany, Stations of the Cross, Scripture reading, etc.
In his emotional announcement Bishop Paprocki
quotes Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI when he was Joseph
Cardinal Ratzinger. He spoke of a fast from the Eucharist.
This is different from the Eucharistic Fast which is not eating
or drinking for an hour before communion. This fast from the
Eucharist means refraining from communion for a period of
time. Ratzinger quotes St. Augustine who speaks of that
same concept saying that he would fast in this way as penance and sacrifice. He found that this sacrifice increased his
desire for the Eucharist and led to deeper devotion to the
presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. As Lent began I never
dreamed we would be called as a Church to this kind of
fasting. Bishop Paprocki has asked that our sacrifice be
offered for those who have died, for those suffering, and
for an end to the spread of the virus.

A PRAYER OF SOLIDARITY
For all who have contracted coronavirus,
We pray for care and healing.
For those who are particularly vulnerable,
We pray for safety and protection.
For all who experience fear or anxiety,
We pray for peace of mind and spirit.
For affected families who are facing difficult decisions between food on the table or public safety,
We pray for policies that recognize their plight.
For those who do not have adequate health insurance,
We pray that no family will face financial
burdens alone.
For those who are afraid to access care due to
immigration status,
We pray for recognition of the God-given
dignity of all.
For our brothers and sisters around the world,
We pray for shared solidarity.
For public officials and decision makers,
We pray for wisdom and guidance.
Father, during this time may your Church be a sign
of hope, comfort and love to all.
Grant peace.
Grant comfort.
Grant healing.
Be with us, Lord.
Amen.

continued next column
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Bishop Paprocki Announces Fast
from the Eucharist and asks all Priests to
Celebrate Mass "Sine Populo'
March 18, 2020
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
The current circumstances surrounding
the Novel Coronavirus are truly remarkable and unprecedented, certainly in our lifetime. As Christians, we have concern for the physical health of our families, friends, and
neighbors, and we also have concerns and obligations to
pray and fast on behalf of all of those impacted by this
pandemic. The virus appears to present serious health risk to
those who happen to be among the most vulnerable-the elderly and those with compromised immune systems. Our Lord
Jesus Christ called us to a particular concern for such brothers and sisters, when he said: "Amen, I say to you, whatever
you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for
me." (Matthew 25:40)
It is specifically with those most vulnerable among us
in mind that I am calling for a great sacrifice in our diocese.
In addition to changes announced to date, I am asking our
entire diocesan community to engage together in a fast from
the Eucharistic for the sake of the physical and spiritual healing of all those in our diocese, nation, and world. Prior to his
election as Pope Benedict XVI, Cardinal Ratzinger wrote,
while he was Prefect for the Congregation of the Doctrine of
the Faith, "Since apostolic times, no doubt, the fast from the
Eucharist on Good Friday was a part of the Church's spirituality of communion. This renunciation of communion on one of
the most sacred days of the Church's year was a particularly
profound way of sharing in the Lord's Passion; it was the
Bride's mourning for the lost Bridegroom (cf. Mk 2:20). Today too, I think, fasting from the Eucharist, really taken seriously and entered into ... could lead to a deepening of personal relationship with the Lord in the sacrament."¹
As dioceses around the country are cancelling public
masses in order to help stem the spread of the Coronavirus,
in our Diocese, I am encouraging us to embrace this moment
as a spiritual fast, as Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI described.
During this period of fasting from the Eucharistic, we will
refrain from any public celebration of the Mass or any public service, in which the Blessed Sacrament is distributed. Also, during this time, I ask the priests of our diocese to celebrate the mass "sine populo," that is, without a congregation,
privately in their churches, during hours when the churches
are closed. This includes all weekdays and Sundays, effective March 18th, 2020, continuing through the Easter Vigil
and ongoing until further notice. Masses celebrated by
priests sine populo at the Cathedral will be streamed live
via the diocesan Facebook page, and I encourage all the
faithful to watch one of these masses or one of the many
other live masses on EWTN, Word on Fire with Bishop Barcontinued next column

4 | Holy Angels Parish

ron, and other outlets. In place of receiving the Blessed
Sacracrament, I encourage the faithful to make a spiritual
communion.
I ask our local Church to embrace this spiritual sacrifice together, with the intention of an end to the spread of
the Coronavirus, for the healing of those afflicted by it, and
for strength for those who are providing care for the afflicted. I also pray that this Eucharistic fast will draw us closer to
our Lord and cultivate a hunger and new appreciation for
the Blessed Sacrament.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki
Bishop of Springfield in Illinois

¹ Behold the Pierced One (pp.97-98), Joseph Ratzinger
(Benedict XVI)

DECREE SUSPENDING THE PUBLIC CELEBRATION OF
HOLY MASS AND THE SACRAMENTS
WITH A CONGREGATION
IN THE NAME OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY. AMEN.
In virtue of canon 838 §1 & §4 in the Code of Canon Law, I hereby suspend all celebrations of the Holy Mass
and the other sacraments with a congregation immediately
and until further notice. Priests are to continue to celebrate
Holy Mass privately as well as the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the other sacraments individually as pastoral needs
demand.
I exhort all the faithful, in these days and always, to
cling to the Lord who is the source of all goodness. While
the Lord has bound Himself to the sacraments, He is not
bound by the sacraments and He, who is our most gracious
and merciful Lord, will continue to pour His grace into the
hearts of all who seek Him and His divine assistance.
Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki
Bishop of Springfield in Illinois
Very Reverend Christopher A. House, V.J.
Chancellor
Given at the Chancery in Springfield,
the 17th day of March, 2020,
the Commemoration of Saint Patrick.
continued next page
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Liturgical and Faith Life Changes due to Coronavirus
in the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois
Last updated 3-18-2020
Given the unprecedented developments related to the Novel Coronavirus, our shared faith life in the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois is undergoing significant change. As Christians,
we embrace these changes as a spiritual sacrifice on behalf
of all those affected by the virus, especially in light of the
particular risk posed to some of the most vulnerable among
us. During this remarkable time, when many of the liturgies
and public practices of the faith are on hold, Bishop Paprocki has asked us to increase, rather than decrease our
prayer and fasting, in solidarity with our brothers and sisters
locally, nationally, and worldwide. Below is a summary of
the changes and guidelines for changes in our shared faith
life. These changes, unless otherwise noted, remain in effect
until further notice. It is simply not possible, at this point, to
predict when public gatherings will once again be allowed.
Masses
In response to Bishop Paprocki's call for a diocesan fast from
the Eucharist, effective March 18, 2020 and until further
notice, Diocese of Springfield in Illinois has replaced all public Masses and liturgical celebrations with private Masses,
celebrated by priests "sine populo," that is, with no congregation physically present. The Catholic faithful are dispensed from their Sunday obligation until further notice.
During this time, the faithful are encouraged to pray with the
scripture readings of the Mass, which can be found here
[USCCB.org], and watch the mass on EWTN or on one of the
local, private Masses being streamed live by one of our
priests. In place of reception of the Blessed Sacrament, the
faithful are encouraged to make a spiritual communion,
pray the rosary, and to pray this particular prayer [The
Prayer to the Holy Virgin of Guadalupe] for the end to the
spread of the Coronavirus, the healing of those afflicted,
and strength for those caring for the sick.
Confirmations and First Communion Masses Cancelled,
New Schedule to be Established
All Confirmations and First Holy Communions in the Diocese
of Springfield are cancelled through December, 2020.
Given the number of Confirmations and First Holy Communions on the schedule for the next several weeks, an entirely
new schedule will need to be built for the year. Further, it is
not possible even to begin planning for rescheduling until
there is clarity on when public gatherings will be allowed to
resume. So, the entire schedule is being withdrawn, and it
will be rebuilt as soon as we have clarity on how long large
gatherings of people are to be suspended.
continued next column

We understand that the postponement of these sacraments of initiation is deeply disappointing to all involved.
We also appreciate the desire for clarity on the rescheduling, but it simply will not be possible to work it out at
least for several weeks. We beg for patience as this is
sorted out, as all those involved are doing the best they
can in times of uncertainty and unprecedented change
and disruption.
Last, all students who have prepared for Confirmation will
not be required to re-do their course work and other
preparation.
RCIA
Initiation into the Church will not be possible during the
Easter Vigil this year. Instead, the Rite of Initiation will be
rescheduled to another time this year, outside the Easter
Vigil, when it is safe to resume regular public gatherings.
Weddings
Regrettably, government guidelines and mandates regarding gatherings of any kind will impact most weddings. It may be possible to celebrate a private wedding
mass, in keeping with the government restrictions regarding crowd size, and reschedule the reception at a later
date. If you have a wedding scheduled within the next
several weeks, we encourage you to contact your parish
directly. It is unclear how long restrictions will remain in
place. This will make it nearly impossible to reschedule
concrete dates at this point. Please recognize that pastors
and parish staff are doing their best in this difficult time
Funerals
Private funerals will continue to be offered, limited to the
immediate family only, in keeping with the government
restrictions regarding crowd size, with the option to schedule a public Memorial Mass at a future date. The specific
dates and scheduling of Memorial Masses will not be possible at this time, given the indefinite period of restrictions
on public gatherings. Please contact your parish to schedule a Mass of Christian Burial and discuss these matters
with your pastor.
Baptisms
Baptisms may still be celebrated but must be celebrated
privately and limited to immediate family and godparents
only.
Anointing of the Sick
Clergy remain committed to caring for the sacramental
needs of the faithful, especially in a time of concern.
Please remember that, at this time, the Anointing of the
Sick is reserved primarily for those in danger of death.
Please call your parish office to request the sacrament of
the Anointing of the Sick.
continued next page
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Non-Sacramental Parish Activities
All non-sacramental parish activities are cancelled across the
diocese, until further notice.
Church Buildings Open for Private Prayer
While we encourage the faithful to adhere to guidelines of
social distancing and avoidance of public spaces, etc., we
also acknowledge the importance of prayer at this time. Our
churches will generally remain open during normally scheduled hours for prayer before the Blessed Sacrament in the
tabernacle. Please confirm hours and availability via your
parish website. Also, anyone who is sick or believes he or
she may have come into contact with the virus is to remain
home, and anyone visiting a Church or any other public
place for prayer is strongly encouraged to follow CDC
guidelines for prevention and hygiene.
Confessions
While communal penance services are cancelled, individual
Confessions remain available. Confessions will be heard either behind the screen or face to face with a minimum of sixfeet physical separation. Please refer to your parish website
for schedules and specific details. Anyone in need of confession who is sick or believes he or she may have come into
contact with the virus should contact the parish office for a
private visit with a priest. Further, just as with visiting churches during this time, anyone visiting a church for the Sacrament of Reconciliation is strongly encouraged to follow CDC
guidelines for prevention and hygiene.
Parish Support
Amid the many concerns currently facing us, please also remember that your parish depends on your generosity and
support. With the cancellation of masses, our parishes have
lost offertory collections that are essential to pay staff and
bills for the maintenance of our churches. Please visit your
parish website and consider making your offertory gift
online during this unprecedented time.
Support for those in Need
Many people will suffer disruption, health challenges, and
economic hardship during this time. The faithful are encouraged to support Catholic Charities and/or their parish St.
Vincent De Paul Society or other charitable groups.

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe,

Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas.
We fly to you today as your beloved children.
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son,
as you did at the wedding in Cana.

Pray for us, loving Mother,
and gain for our nation and world,
and for all our families and loved ones,
the protection of your holy angels,
that we may be spared the worst of this illness.
For those already afflicted,
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and
deliverance.
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and
fearful,
wipe away their tears and help them to trust.
In this time of trial and testing,
teach all of us in the Church to love one another
and to be patient and kind.
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and
to our hearts.
We come to you with confidence,
knowing that you truly are our compassionate
mother,
health of the sick and cause of our joy.
Shelter us under the mantle of your protection,
keep us in the embrace of your arms,
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus.
Amen
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Resources for Catholics at Home During COVID-19
Many Dioceses, parishes, and Catholics begin to feel the
effects of remaining at home due to the coronavirus. Below
is a list of websites for Mass, prayers, and daily reflections
to help us all during this trying time. Please note, this list will
be updated as more resources become available on
www.usccb.org/about/communications/usccb-presidentreflection-and-prayer-during-coronavirus.cfm.
ONLINE MASS
Vatican News Live Stream of Pope Francis’ Masses

www.youtube.com/channel/UCxIsefyl9g9A5SGWA4FvGIA

HOLY ANGELS PARISH STEWARDSHIP
MARCH 15, 2020

Envelopes
Loose
ACSA
Catholic Charities
Rice Bowl
Bldg/Maint. Fund
1st Offering
Easter Flowers
Parish Mission
St. Vincent de Paul
Augustine Institute Kiosk

Catholic TV Mass
www.watchthemass.com
EWTN Daily Mass

www.ewtn.com/tv/schedule

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception
www.nationalshrine.org/mass

Catholic Faith Network Masses

www.catholicfaithnetwork.org/masses

PRAYERS
Pope Francis’ Prayer with Mary for COVID-19

www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2020/text-of-popes
-prayer-to-mary-during-coronavirus-pandemic.cfm

COVENANT NETWORK CATHOLIC RADIO
Listening to Catholic radio in your car or in your home will
help smooth out any rough edges in your day and keep you
on the right path during this season of Lent. Don’t miss the
opportunity to pray the Rosary daily, and the Divine Mercy
Chaplet and, of course, listen to the Word of God and pray
along with the Holy Mass. In addition, programming includes live call-in shows, local programming and much more.
Tune in to AM 1080 WRYT or 92.7 FM, download the free
Covenant Network App or listen on OurCatholicRadio.org.
Readings for the Week of March 22, 2020

COVID-19: A Prayer of Solidarity

www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/
prayers/covid-19-prayer-of-solidarity.cfm

Sunday:

Light a Candle Online (from the National Shrine of
St. John Neumann)

Monday:

stjohnneumann.org/faith-miracles/light-a-candle-online

PUBLICATIONS
The following publishers have generously made their resources available to support prayer during these difficult
days. We thank them for their generosity and pastoral concern.
Liturgical Press: giveusthisday.org/Digital
Magnificat: us.magnificat.net/free
Bayard: livingwithchrist.us/#covid
The Word Among Us: wau.org/meditations
USCCB RESOURCES

Daily Readings www.usccb.org/bible/readings/031920.cfm
Daily Readings Audio www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm
Video Reflection www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/index.cfm

$2,940.00
236.00
60.00
75.00
45.00
35.00
20.00
55.00
50.00
225.00
20.00
$3,761.00

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday:

1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/
Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/
Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
Is 65:17-21/
Ps 30:2 & 4, 5-6, 11-12a & 13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54
Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16
Is 7:10-14; 8:10/
Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11 [8a and 9a]/
Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38
Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/
Jn 5:31-47
Wis 2:1a, 12-22/
Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23 [19a]/
Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/
Jn 7:40-53
Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/
Rom 8:8-11/
Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45
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618-254-3441

“The sensitivity of caring is the result of
wisdom, maturity, experience-”

232 N. Wood River Ave.

Family Owned & Operated

Home for Funerals
618 E. Airline Dr.
East Alton, IL 62024

259-5320
www.paynicgh.com

Wood River

618-466-3400
Free Delivery

34 E. Delmar - Alton

Accepting All Medicare Part D

Rick Strack, Owner

901 East Edwardsville Rd.
Wood River

259-0085
Benji & Jill Woodward
Supportive Living for Seniors, 65 & older
Chapel & Daily Mass Available
Schedule a tour, we’ll treat you lunch!

Parishioners
www.medicineshoppe.com/0062

618-463-9000

Marks Mortuary
Our Family Loving & Caring
for Your Family
A new choice, beginning a new tradition,
setting a higher standard of caring
for families in the Riverbend.

Tyler B. Pitchford
Janna L. Boger-Pitchford

618-259-6462

2555 Vaughn Rd. (Route 111), Wood River, IL 62095
www.pitchfordfuneralhome.com

AUTO BODY

AND MECHANICAL
“HOME OF THE INVISIBLE REPAIR”
263 S. 6th St., Wood River, IL 62095

Family Owned and Operated Since 1901

618-254-9163

Kent & Suzanne Eberhart
Parishioners

Please inquire about our
Pre-planning Services

633 E. Lorena, Wood River, IL
618-254-5544
Life • Home • Auto
Farm • Business

PAUL J. GUCCIONE
Hours: 8 am-5 pm
360 E. Ferguson Ave.
Wood River, IL 62095

(618) 254-4361

618.466.4444
Proudly serving Riverbend
for 22 + years
Do you hear what I hear?

Barrett Heating
& Cooling
Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today!
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613

500 Belle Street, Alton

465-3731
Lennox A/C & Htg. • Sales & Service
A Tradition of Service Since 1896

• Testing by a

162 E. FERGUSON
WOOD RIVER

618-254-3225
515 N. Bellwood

Doctor of Audiology
• Tinnitus Evaluations

Rt. 111 & 140

• Free Hearing Screening
• Hearing Aid Fittings

Bethalto, IL

• Caring Personal
Approach

AGENT

Dr. Joe
Hopper

258-0011

1344 Dadrian Professional Park

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

916 Tonsor Rd. • Alton, IL 62002

888-465-8461

FAX 618-465-4606

Bob’s Cell 618-779-6552
E-Mail: bob@sanderswaste.com

Leonard F. Berg
Attorney at Law
Elder Law
Nursing Home
Medicaid - Wills
Trusts - POA
Special Needs

618-258-4800

			

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

Holy Angels, Wood River, IL
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