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From My Perspective
By Beverly Ferry, CEO
Living Well in Wabash County

THE PICTURE-PERFECT HOLIDAY TABLE
Norman Rockwell’s painting of the
multi-generational family gathered around the
table waiting for Thanksgiving dinner to begin is
the iconic holiday picture. It is warm and cozy.

Everyone’s together at the table waiting for
Grandma, who was probably tired from baking
pies, and all the fixings, to present the turkey.
Women like that grandmother make it look easy
but preparing for holiday meals is a lot of work.

Mom would stay up into the wee hours of the
night preparing everything, including the turkey.
One year she jumped out of her skin when the
milkman left the milk on the stoop, right next to
the kitchen window. She was so engrossed in
food preparations she did not hear the milk truck
arrive. I think it startled the milk man too.

Every year the size of the turkey was a highlight.
The bigger the better, but it meant lots of turkey
leftovers. That is how Mom justified her tower of
former Cool Whip containers in the cupboard.
Whatever the holiday, the evening meal was
always turkey sandwiches with homemade
cranberry sauce. Some filled their plates with a
replica of the earlier feast. For me, I loved the
turkey sandwiches with cranberry sauce, lettuce,
and mayo.

Mom designed our family home with an
unusually large living room to accommodate our
holiday dinners and celebrations. Up against the
living room wall much of the year often covered
with protective table pads and a blue tablecloth
that table became the centerpiece of our holiday
celebrations. There was a protocol to follow. It
could not be dragged. Trust me I tried it. Two
had to pick it up to move it and to extend it for
the extra leaves. Then came the protective pads
which were kept year-round in the back of the
coat closet. It shined like a mirror, but we
covered it up when we used it. Even after all
those years it was in mint condition. I have
memories of dusting it every Saturday.

www.livingwellinwabashcounty.org

The holiday dinner table held the Candlewick
crystal and candlesticks Mom and Dad received
as wedding gifts, the good silver, and the good
dishes. In the early years, the “good dishes” came
from a grocery store or a gas station promotion,
like S&H Green Stamps. They were not the
everyday dishes which made them the good
dishes. They were eventually replaced with
Grandma’s good dishes, which truly were good
dishes. We had candles that looked like a turkey,
and two Pilgrims; and even little plastic
pumpkins; a green elf, a white angel, several
matching Santa candles, and a candle wax, red
chimney. The elf, Santa and wax chimney stand
today in a glass cabinet of my dining room.

That table set for holidays is an iconic memory
for all of us. The grandchildren associate that
table with holidays at Grandma and Grandpa
Patterson’s house. The little ones put the
character candles on the table. Growing up [ was
told to consult Mom'’s book on etiquette to
determine the placement of the place setting,
silver and goblets on the table.

Truth be told that was my job for our nightly
family suppers and Sunday dinners as well. Mom
would tell me what she was serving, and I had to
refer to “the book” to see how to do it.

In the years when Mom and Dad were in assisted
living, they came to our home for those special
dinners. I always wanted the dining room table
set and decorated for the holiday before they
arrived. Mom would walk in and beam at how
beautiful it was. [learned from the master.

None of us had a feasible way to transport or
store their table when it was time to break up
Mom and Dad'’s household.

Seeing it in the storage unit made me sad. It
seemed disrespectful not going to one of our
homes, but in the end, we donated it, extra leaves
and table pads to help a family getting a fresh
start. That table meant family to us and so it
seemed the best answer to the “what to do with
the table” question was to give it to a family who
needed it.

Every grandchild has memories of holidays
around that table. The different holiday photos
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show the kids through the years as they grew.
The pickle and olives on Candlewick crystal were
put on the table, within reach of young and old.
Sneaking an olive or two was a tradition. Those
always had to be replenished prior to the meal as
they mysteriously dwindled each time one of us
brought something to the table. There was just
enough time during the walk back to the

kitchen to enjoy our sneaked treats.

That table also had a functional side. Mom used it
as a desk (with the protective pads), be it for
writing letters on dozens of Christmas cards,
working on her books for her business, or
ordering what her customers needed. She had a
head for books and customer service. That table
was the center of our holidays, but it was also her
workstation.

It is difficult to separate memories of Mom from
that table. When they moved into assisted living
for my father’s sake, Mom brought the table.
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ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Dan Morrissey
to place an ad today!
dmorrissey@Ipicommunities.com
or (800) 950-9952 x5862

Family taking
care of Family

Rolling Meadows

Health & Rehabilitation Center

765-981-2081
WWW.ROLLINGMEADOWHEALTHANDREHAB.COM

239 Bond Street, Wabash, Indiana 46992

After Dad passed away, Mom moved to another
assisted living apartment and brought the table. It
was to the immediate left when you entered her
apartment. With protective pads and blue
tablecloth, folded to fit, it held framed photos of
Mom and Dad when life was better. She had two
of the six chairs while the others were in storage.

She once managed to have a special holiday dinner
there with many of us at the table. To do so,
everything in the apartment had to pushed to the
walls. The assisted living center provided the
dinner and went out of their way to make Mom'’s
desire to host once again come to fruition. The
facility had special dining rooms we could have
used, but that was not what Mom wanted.

When she needed to go into memory care the
table, protective pads, and extra leaves were kept
in a storage unit which was sad for all of us. When
she asked about it, we told her the table was safe.

After she passed there was no one in the family
who could take the table. I experienced guilt.

Page 3 Continued on Page 5

to reach your
community

1821 W. Bradford St. » Marion, IN 46952
(765) 664-5957 | Fax: (765) 671-9136

www.crf.net

Community Reinvestment Foundation, Inc.
“Investing in Housing...Reinvesfing in Individuals, Families and Communities.”

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.lpicommunities.com
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call (260) 563-4475 tby noon wo business days in advance .
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To sign up for meals at Winchester Senior Center, 239 Bond Street in Wabash
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