

ST. JOSEPH PARISH - February 17, 2019

Mission Statement: St. Charles Borromeo, St. Joseph, Immaculate Conception, (St. Mary), united in proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus
Christ through His saving death and resurrection, by calling, forming and sending disciples to go out and make new disciples.
As a people, we are called to encounter Jesus, and grow as disciples through the sacramental life of the church.

TRI-PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH

Pam Aldrich .............................. 716-6324
Brian Daniel, Chair .................. 763-7317
Mark Ehlen ............................... 763-8194
Geri Henningfield ..................... 215-0218
Mary Ann Johnson ................... 812-7547
Marilyn Putz, Secretary ........... 763-9075
Jacki Scholze............................. 763-4611
Bill Korducki ............................ 763-4369

1540 Mill Street, PO Box 60, Lyons, WI 53148
Phone: 763-2050; FAX: 763-9377; Email: saintjoe@bizwi.rr.com
After Hours Emergency Priest Phone: 262-210-9588



Pastor: Very Rev. Jim Volkert Associate Pastor: Rev. Carlos Zapata
Deacon: Anton Nickolai DRE: Rita VanSchyndel
Parish Secretary: Tami Koenen Music/Choir Director: John Ivan

George Whitehead, Vice Chair 414-870-1980

St. Joseph Trustees:
John Gabaldo ............................ 763-2565
Dan Haacker ............................. 723-3875
PARISH COMMITTEES
Tri–Parish Pastoral Council
Meets on 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
Finance Council
Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.
Jim Schaefer, Chairperson 763-6624
Buildings & Grounds
Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Pete Peterson, Chairperson 661-4121
Evangelization & Formation
Meets on 2nd Wednesday at 1:30 p.m.
Lenora Seitz, Chairperson 661-4544
Human Concerns
Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 1:30 p.m.
Julie Koenen, Chairperson 763-2390
Liturgy & Worship
Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Rachelle Haacker, Chairperson 723-3875
Parish Life
Meets on 1st Sunday at 10:30 a.m. during
Hospitality
ST. JOSEPH MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday: 5:00 p.m. (Rosary at 4:30)
Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday: 8:30 a.m.
ST. JOSEPH PARISH OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 and 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

At St. Joseph...
Confessions: Available First Saturdays,
from 4:00 to 4:30 in the sacristy. Also by
appointment.
Baptism: Arrangements must be made in
advance, allowing time for an instruction
period prior to baptism.
Weddings: One member of the couple
must be a registered, practicing and
contributing member on record for at least
six months prior to the wedding.
(Parish Council - October 20, 2005)

Our Mass Intentions
THIS WEEK
5:00 p.m. ......... John Koenen (Mary Henningfield)
9:30 a.m........... Fr. John Baumgartner (Betty Lou Peterson)
TU 8:30 a.m. ... Living and deceased members of St. Joseph
NEXT WEEK
5:00 p.m. ........ Tony Ahler (Joyce Clapp)
9:30 a.m........... Available - call parish office
TU 8:30 a.m. ... Living and deceased members of St. Joseph
Now accepting Mass intentions through August 31, 2019

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOSPITALIZED
Please remember in your prayers our parish members
and friends who are ill, in nursing homes, hospitalized
or homebound. May they continue to receive the
Lord’s blessing: Robert Bleser Sr., Bob Brickner,
Elna Mahoney, Mark Koenen, Jr. and Jim Pieters
Kindly let the parish office know when
your loved one has recovered and no
longer needs to be on this list!

PRAYER SHAWLS
If you know of someone who is ill
and would appreciate a Prayer
Shawl, made by parishioners and
blessed by one of our pastors, you
may pick one up at no cost from Julie
Koenen’s house - 1619 Mill St. in
Lyons. Call 763-2390.
/ĨǇŽƵŚĂǀĞƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐŽĨƐƵŝĐŝĚĞ͕
ƉůĞĂƐĞĐĂůůŽƌƚĞǆƚƚŚĞ
Naonal Suicide Prevenon Lifeline at 

ϭͲϴϬϬͲϮϳϯͲϴϮϱϱKZdĞǆƚ͗ϳϰϭϳϰϭ
/ƚŝƐĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞϮϰŚŽƵƌƐĂĚĂǇ͕ϳĚĂǇƐĂ
week, is conﬁdenal and costs nothing. 
^ƵŝĐŝĚĞŝƐŶŽƚƚŚĞĂŶƐǁĞƌ͊dŚĞƌĞŝƐŚŽƉĞ͊

Plan Ahead...
OUR NEXT BLOOD DRIVE IS
Thursday, April 25, 2019
2:30 - 6:30 p.m.
in the Parish Center

/ĨǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂĐŽŶĐĞƌŶ
ƚŚĂƚŶĞĞĚƐŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞ
ƉƌĂǇĞƌ͕ŐŝǀĞŝƚƚŽƚŚĞ
WƌĂǇĞƌ>ŝŶĞďǇĐĂůůŝŶŐ
:ƵůŝĞ<ŽĞŶĞŶĂƚ
ϳϲϯͲϮϯϵϬ͘



A Message from Fr. Jim
The Amazing Parish Conference – New Focus for Parishes
Bernie Ehlen ................ February 19
This past October a convention was held in Milwaukee called The Amazing
Parish. Every parish in the Archdiocese was represented as well as nearly fifty
other Archdioceses and Dioceses from across the country. Archbishop Listecki
directed every pastor to participate and to implement the philosophy of this
conference. The purpose of this convention was to promote the renewal of
parish life by transforming the focus of the parish ministry from maintenance to
mission.
Our Church has changed much in the last10-15 years. In the past the goal of any
parish was to keep things “status quo”. The parishes at that time were large,
some with large schools, had many committees and organizations and plenty of
volunteers to fill them. Many of the parishes were well working communities
and the “job” of the pastor was to make sure that this continued. In recent times,
however, things have changed rather significantly. Our parishes are smaller, our
schools have fewer students, the number of volunteers has dropped and it is very
common that a pastor has more than one parish to oversee. In many cases, the
pastor is no longer able to maintain things the way they used to be.
One key element that The Amazing Parish emphasizes as essential to the
development of a healthy organization in a parish is the creation of a Parish
Leadership Team. This team is to be comprised of a small number of
parishioners who will support and assist the pastor in the governance of the
parish. The Leadership Team is to serve as advisors who help bring about more
effective leadership. The development of these teams is a recognition that the
operation of a parish or cluster of parishes has become much more complex. No
pastor likely has the gifts or skills needed to provide complete guidance to a
parish community.
I am happy to announce that I have selected members from our congregations to
serve as our Tri-Parish Leadership Team. They are: Tom Aldrich, Loretta
Jackson, Karen Middlecamp and Rachelle Haacker. Since November we have
been meeting on a weekly basis. The Amazing Parish defines five essentials to
the Leadership Team: 1) building trust (especially through shared prayer),
2) mastering conflict, 3) achieving commitment toward clarity and closure,
4) a willingness to confront difficult issues, and 5) focus on results and collective
outcomes. We begin each of our meetings with an extended period of
spontaneous prayer which has helped us to be open to the direction and
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Our discussions center on the following areas of
parish life: prayer, morale, Sunday experience, faith formation, finances, youth
ministry, facilities, communication, outreach/evangelization, stewardship,
schools, and upcoming activities.
One very important note needs to be made. The Tri-Parish Leadership Team
does not take the place of the Tri-Pastoral Council, the Finance Councils, or any
of the committees in the parishes.
I am very grateful to the folks who have agreed to make up our Tri-Parish
Leadership Team. I have enjoyed the time we have been meeting and appreciate
their guidance and direction. The Archbishop believes that if the parishes in the
Archdiocese are faithful to the philosophy of The Amazing Parish our mission
can be transformed to better suit the needs of our time. That is my hope for our
three parishes!
God bless you always!
Fr. Jim Volkert

M  C
C  
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕DĂƌĐŚϯϬ͕ϮϬϭϵ
DŝůůĞƌ,ŝŐŚ>ŝĨĞdŚĞĂƚĞƌͲDŝůǁĂƵŬĞĞ
Oponal Mass at 7:00 a.m. 
ǀĞŶƚƐƚĂƌƚƐĂƚϵ͗ϬϬĂ͘ŵ͘
Early Registraon Discount pricing is $46
ĨŽƌŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ͕ΨϰϭĨŽƌƚŚŽƐĞŝŶŐƌŽƵƉƐŽĨ
ϱнĂŶĚΨϮϱĨŽƌƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘tĞĂƌĞůŽŽŬŝŶŐ
into a bus for transportaon, so we need
to know how many will be a+ending.
WůĞĂƐĞĞŵĂŝů:ĞƌƌǇ<ƵƚĂĂƚ͗
ŬƵƚĂũĞƌƌǇΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐĞĂƌůǇ
registraon discount and if you plan to
ŐŽ͊sŝĞǁƚŚĞDĞŶŽĨŚƌŝƐƚǁĞďƐŝƚĞĂƚ͗
h+ps://menofchrist.net
More informa on coming next week...

ST. JOSEPH CONGREGATION
MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
January, 2019
RECEIPTS
Envelopes, Offertory
$6,964
Human Concerns
$190
Hall Rental
$50
Vigil lights/misc
$123
Total Receipts
$7,327
EXPENSES
Casino
$1,147
Ordinary/Operating
$13,584
Income over Expenses ($7,404)

LAST SUNDAY’S RECEIPTS
Loose Collection ............. $291.00
Envelopes ..................... $1,936.00
Human Concerns ............ $320.00
Total ............................. $2,547.00
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Thank you to all who parcipated in our Souper Bowl of Caring event on Sunday
&Ğď͘ϯ͘tĞƌĂŝƐĞĚŽǀĞƌΨϭ͕ϯϬϬĂŶĚĐŽůůĞĐƚĞĚŽǀĞƌϯϮϱŝƚĞŵƐĨŽƌ'ĞƌĂƌĚΖƐŵďƌĂĐĞ͕Ă
ŚŽŵĞĨŽƌƉƌĞŐŶĂŶƚŚŽŵĞůĞƐƐǁŽŵĞŶŝŶĂƐƚdƌŽǇ͘
/ǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽƚŚĂŶŬƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽŵĂĚĞƐŽƵƉ͕ŽǀĞƌϭϬĚĞůŝĐŝŽƵƐƐŽƵƉƐƚŽĐŚŽŽƐĞĨƌŽŵ͕
ĚŽŶĂƚĞĚďƌĞĂĚĂŶĚĚĞƐƐĞƌƚĨŽƌƚŚĞůƵŶĐŚĞŽŶ͘ůƐŽĂďŝŐƚŚĂŶŬǇŽƵƚŽĂůůƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽ
ŚĞůƉĞĚƐĞƌǀĞƐŽƵƉ͕ďƵƐƚĂďůĞƐ͕ĐŽƵŶƚŝƚĞŵƐ͕ĚŽĚŝƐŚĞƐĂŶĚŚĞůƉŝŶƚŚĞŬŝƚĐŚĞŶ͘
ƐƉĞĐŝĂůƚŚĂŶŬǇŽƵƚŽĂůůŽĨǇŽƵǁŚŽĐĂŵĞĂŶĚĂƚĞ͕ĚŽŶĂƚĞĚŝƚĞŵƐŽƌŵŽŶĞǇĨŽƌƚŚŝƐ
ǁŽƌƚŚǇĐĂƵƐĞ͘'ĞƌĂƌĚΖƐŵďƌĂĐĞŝƐŵĂŬŝŶŐƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƐĞŵŽŵƐĂŶĚďĂďŝĞƐŐĞƚŽī
ƚŽĂŐŽŽĚƐƚĂƌƚĂŶĚŚĂǀĞĂƐĂĨĞƉůĂĐĞƚŽůŝǀĞĂŶĚǇŽƵĂƌĞŚĞůƉŝŶŐƚŚĞŵ͘dŚĞŝƌĮƌƐƚ
ďĂďǇǁĂƐďŽƌŶŽŶdŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ͕&Ğď͘ϲ͘WůĞĂƐĞŬĞĞƉŽůƚŽŶ͕ǁŚŽŝƐŝŶE/h͕ĂŶĚŚŝƐ
ŵŽŵŝŶǇŽƵƌƉƌĂǇĞƌƐ͘dŚĂŶŬǇŽƵ͊
ZŝƚĂsĂŶ^ĐŚǇŶĚĞů

Did you know this?
If you attend Mass at St. Mary or
St. Charles on any given weekend,
you can put your stewardship
envelope in their collection basket
and they will mail it to St. Joseph’s
parish office! And...If you’re visiting
from St. Mary or St. Charles, your envelope will also get
mailed to your church if you put it in the collection here!

DONATE YOUR GENTLY USED OR NEW SHOES TO
RIVERPORT CHORUS
All chorus members are helping to collect “like new or ingood-condition” shoes in January and February. Any size or
style of shoe is accepted, as long as they are clean, dry, in a
pair (no singles) and still wearable.
Funds2Orgs buys these donated shoes. The funds earned are
used for purchase of music and supplies for the Chorus as
well as to help fund the Scholarship Fund for area high school
students pursuing any post-graduate program.
All donated shoes will then be redistributed throughout the
Funds2Orgs network of microenterprise partners in
developing nations. Funds2Orgs helps impoverished people
start, maintain and grow businesses in countries such as Haiti,
Honduras and other nations in Central American and Africa.
Proceeds from the shoe sales are used to feed, clothe and
house their families.
There is a box in the west entrance for
all contributions. Thank you for your
help. If you want further information,
please talk to Connie Nold, Riverport
Chorus member and St. Joseph choir
member.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE



THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Celebrant ............... Fr. Gene Nowak
Host ............................. Russ Koenen
Cup .................................. Judy Beix
Cup ........................... Marie Koenen
Lector ............................ Ed Wieners
Server .......................... Claire Schilz
Usher .............................. Peter Smet
Usher .......................... Alan Musilek

Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Celebrant ................... Fr. Jim Volkert
Host ...............................Janice Schilz
Cup ............................. Mary Deutsch
Cup ......................John VanSchyndel
Lector .......................... John Gabaldo
Server .......................... Suzy Haacker
Usher ........................ Ken Baumeister
Usher .............................Dan Haacker

Sunday - 9:30 a.m.
Celebrant ............... Fr. Gene Nowak
Host ............................. Kathy Rivest
Cup ............................. Joey Koenen
Cup ............................... Neil Martin
Lector .......................... Scott Betzen
Server .............. Emma Henningfield
Server........................ Julia Tichenor
Usher........................... Dan Haacker
Usher .................Betty Lou Peterson
Counter......................... Kathy Terry
Counter........................... Elaine Vos
Plant Care . Lenora Seitz & Pat Curtis

Sunday - 9:30 a.m.
Celebrant ...................Fr. Jim Volkert
Host .....................Mary Ann Johnson
Cup ............................... Karen Ehlen
Cup ................... David VanSchyndel
Lector ...................... Kathy Hegeman
Server ................. Sarah Henningfield
Usher ............................. Rick Fischer
Ushers ....................... Sue Laskowski
Counter ........................... Patti Reich
Counter .............. Mary Henningfield
Plant Care ... Lenora Seitz & Pat Curtis

GOSPEL MEDITATION: 6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
What an audience Jesus has in today's Gospel! "A great crowd of his disciples
and a large number of people from all over Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal
region of Tyre and Sidon." Disciples, pagans, and devout Jews gathered together
to hear Jesus speak in the Sermon on the Mount. All of these people had
something in common. God was someone to be bargained with, and if God liked
you, you were rewarded with good fortune. This Sunday, Jesus tells us a different
story. "Woe to you who are rich ? who are filled now ? who laugh ? when all
speak well of you. Blessed are you who are poor ? you who are now hungry ?
when people hate you and when they exclude you and insult you." Jesus
completely flips the script on what it means to be blessed by God. What he
proclaims as "woe" are states of life we often strive for, and "blessed" are the
states we work hard to avoid!
Jesus is concerned with the kingdom of God and the world to come, not the
typical structures of power and privilege. The word "now" appears often in these
statements. Why? If you are well "now," that's beside the point. To be rich in this
life has no direct bearing on your immortal soul. If you're struggling "now," that's
not an indication that God has forgotten you or that - in light of eternity - you're
worse off than someone else. In fact, it could be an indicator that you're enduring
something that will bring you to a place of greater, eternal joy in the future.
This Sunday, consider your priorities. Who do we reject as not blessed, and
thereby inflict woe upon ourselves? When we encounter difficult situations in our
own lives, do we see them as opportunities to remember God and lean on His
mercy and grace?

This Week’s
Meetings & Activities
Monday
6:30 p.m. - Tri-Parish Formation &
Evangelization at
St. Mary
7:30 p.m. - Finance Council
(postponed from 2/12 due to weather)

Tuesday
8:30 a.m. - Mass
6:30 p.m. - Tri-Parish Pastoral
Council at St. Charles
Wednesday
9:30-3:30 p.m. - Our Harmony Club
6:30 p.m. - Choir Rehearsal

WOMEN ARE INVITED TO PRAY FOR
VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD
Join women for prayer and spiritual
formation a the de Chantal
Gatherings at Saint Francis de Sales
Seminary on Tuesday, February 19.
The sessions will be led by Fr. Brad
Krawczyk, director of worship and
liturgical formation at the Seminary.
After Eucharistic Adoration, Fr. Brad
will offer formation on Learning
from Mary “Woman of the
Eucharist.” A light reception follows
benediction.
The gatherings are offered at 9:30
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Please note the
morning session is one half-hour later
than previous morning sessions to
allow you to attend Mass at your
parish first and to hopefully avoid
morning traffic!
The gatherings are at Saint Francis de
Sales Seminary, 3257 South Lake
Drive, St. Francis. RSVP to:
newheartnewspirit@sfs.edu or call
414-747-6463.

2019 H S
M  T Ͳ
^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕:ƵŶĞϮϮͲϮϵ͕ϮϬϭϵ
KƉĞŶƚŽĂůůǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŐƌĂĚĞƐϴͲϭϮͲ
:h^d&t^WKd^ZD/E͊
Cheyenne River Reservaon, South
ĂŬŽƚĂ
During our stay on the reservaon, we
ǁŝůůďĞƐĞƌǀŝŶŐƚŚĞ>ĂŬŽƚĂƉĞŽƉůĞ
through children’s programs, painng
ĂŶĚŐĂƌĚĞŶŝŶŐ͕ŵĂŬŝŶŐĂŶĚƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŵĞĂůƐŽƌǁŽƌŬŝŶŐǁŝƚŚŽƚŚĞƌ
local organizaons. Our evening
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐǁŝůůŝŶĐůƵĚĞůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐŵŽƌĞ
ĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ>ĂŬŽƚĂƉĞŽƉůĞĂŶĚĐƵůƚƵƌĞĂŶĚ
hiking and exploring Eagle Bu+e.
ŽƐƚŽĨƚŚŝƐƚƌŝƉŝƐΨϲϱϬǁŚŝĐŚŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ
ƚŚĞΨϭϬϬĚĞƉŽƐŝƚ͘&ƵŶĚƌĂŝƐĞƌƐǁŝůůďĞ
ŚĂĚƚŽŚĞůƉŽīƐĞƚƐŽŵĞŽĨƚŚĞĐŽƐƚ͘
Registra on deadline extended!
For more informaon or a registraon
ĨŽƌŵĐŽŶƚĂĐƚZŝƚĂsĂŶ^ĐŚǇŶĚĞůĂƚ
ǀĂŶƐĐŚǇŶĚĞůƌΛĂƌĐŚŵŝů͘ŽƌŐŽƌϳϲϯͲϮϬϱϬ͘

DŽŶĚĂǇ͕&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇϭϴ͕ϮϬϭϵ

Y’  I    FREE MOVIE: 
“T S   ”
^ƵŶĚĂǇ͕&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇϮϰ͕ϮϬϭϵĂƚϯ͗ϬϬƉ͘ŵ͘
ĂƚƵƌůŝŶŐƚŽŶWůĂǌĂdŚĞĂƚĞƌ
͞dŚĞ^ƚĂŝƌĐĂƐĞ͟ŝƐĂǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůϭϵϵϴĮůŵ
ĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇŽĨƚŚĞƐƉŝƌĂůƐƚĂŝƌĐĂƐĞ͕
ďĞůŝĞǀĞĚďǇƐŽŵĞƚŽďĞŵŝƌĂĐƵůŽƵƐůǇ
built, at the Lore+a Chapel in Santa Fe,
EĞǁDĞǆŝĐŽ͘dŚĞĮůŵƐƚĂƌƐĂƌďĂƌĂ
,ĞƌƐŚĞǇĂƐDŽƚŚĞƌDĂĚĂůǇŶŝŶĐŚĂƌŐĞŽĨ
ƚŚĞĐŚĂƉĞůĂŶĚtŝůůŝĂŵWĞƚĞƌƐĞŶĂƐ:ŽĂĚ͕
ƚŚĞƚƌĂǀĞůŝŶŐĐĂƌƉĞŶƚĞƌǁŝƚŚƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂů
ƚĂůĞŶƚĂƐǁĞůůĂƐǁŽŽĚǁŽƌŬŝŶŐƐŬŝůůƐ͘&Žƌ
ŵŽƌĞĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͕ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚZĂĐŚĞůůĞ,ĂĂĐŬĞƌ
ĂƚϮϲϮͲϳϮϯͲϯϴϳϱ͘
dŚŝƐĞǀĞŶƚŝƐŚŽƐƚĞĚďǇĂƚŚŽůŝĐ&ŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů>ŝĨĞ
ďƌĂŶĐŚϬϭϳϱͲƵƌůŝŶŐƚŽŶ͕ŝŶƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐŚŝƉǁŝƚŚ͗
ϭϱϭ<ĞŶŽƐŚĂ͕ϮϬϮZĂĐŝŶĞ͕ϮϳϴWĂƌŝƐ

Readings for the Week of February 17, 2019



Sunday: Jer 17:5-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6 [40:5a]/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/
Lk 6:17, 20-26
Monday: Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17, 20-21 [14a]/Mk 8:11-13
Tuesday: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-4, 3b and 9c-10 [11b]/
Mk 8:14-21
Wednesday: Gn 8:6-13, 20-22/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 [17a]/Mk 8:22-26
Thursday: Gn 9:1-13/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23 [20b]/Mk 8:27-33
Friday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 16:13-19
Saturday: Heb 11:1-7/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 10-11 [cf. 1]/Mk 9:2-13
Next Sunday: 1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13 [8a]/
1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38

Everyday Stewardship
When I was a child, I often thought of the Church as something mystical and
supernatural. I wasn't wrong in my understanding of the Body of Christ, for
surely the Church has these characteristics. However, even though we speak
about the foundation of all we are as Church being the "mystery of Christ,"
Jesus became a man so that supernatural element could break into the natural
world in a profound way. What we once could not see, we now see. What we
saw as a God in a distant place now dwelt among us. It is one of the aspects of
Catholicism that I have grown to appreciate the most as I have matured: for a
Catholic, the supernatural is natural. The communion of saints is heavenly and
earthly at the same time.
The Beatitudes instruct us about this reality. Pope Francis reminds us that
holiness is "not about swooning in mystic rapture." Holiness is about living in
the real world and doing extraordinary things with our ordinary lives. Our
stewardship way of life consists of actions in the natural world that have
extraordinary repercussions.
Do not ever take your simple actions of generosity and love for granted. As
disciples called to a life of stewardship, we participate in something more
profound than what we can see. We are blessed to be called to follow Jesus,
and we bring blessing to all those with whom we choose to share ourselves.
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