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What do you get when you mix a country western event with Halloween?
A Halloween Hoe Down by Diana Jost

his was the theme for RSVP’s Annual Volunteer
Appreciation Event on October 18th, held at
Doubledays in Cottage Grove. From Country Western
hats, plaid shirts and blue jeans, to scary Halloween outfits,
participants at the lunch really dressed for the occasion. The
Krause Family Band was playing Country Blue Grass music
as volunteers came into the hall, which was decorated with
scarecrows, bales of hay, and pumpkins, as well as life-sized
figures of Gene Autry and Dale Evans. Board President
Jim Jenkins was the MC for
the event. Guest speakers
from our Diamond Sponsors
welcomed guests --Cedric
Johnson from MGE and
Marlys Whiteagle representing
Hoe-Chunk. They spoke about
the importance of community
service, and the value of RSVP
of Dane County’s volunteers
in the community. Thank you
to our Diamond Sponsors!
Thank you to our Silver
Sponsors: Custer Plumb Financial Services, and Oakwood
Lutheran Senior Ministry. Thank you to our Bronze
Sponsors: Corporate Business Systems, Mike and Barbara
Foley, Group Health Cooperative, Herb Kohl Charities, Oak
Park Place, Sub-Zero Wolf Foundation, TDS, and Wegner
CPAs.
The special guest speaker at this event was author, professor,
and historian Jerry Apps. Jerry grew up on a Wisconsin farm
in the 1930s and 40s and treated the audience to a trip down
memory lane, reminiscing about his childhood and life on
the family farm. Jerry ended by talking about the importance

of family and community, and how growing up in a small
community taught him a core value: Neighbors Helping
Neighbors. This ideal, after all, is what RSVP of Dane
County is all about. Its mission is helping seniors to
remain active and healthier through volunteer service
that provides a helping hand to those in need!
The highlight of the lunch each year is recognizing the
RSVP volunteers from all over Dane County who are
receiving special awards
for their outstanding
service. Nine volunteers
received the President’s
Lifetime Achievement
Award, recognizing those
who have completed 4000
hours of service: Helen
Awe, Audrey Boushon,
George Bunders, Jane
Burkholder, Doris Gerry,
Doris J. Hanson, Richard
Laufenberg, Jerry Schultz,
and Sue Steinmetz. Twenty-five volunteers received the
RSVP Length of Service Award, which is given to those
who have provided 20 consecutive years of volunteer
service to the community: Kay Agnew, Walter Brinkmann,
Barbara L. Bristol, Paul L. Brown, Marie C. Buttchen,
Paul S. Fishkin, Karen J. Foy, Jessie M. Gwynne, Barbara
J. Halverson, Carroll Heideman, Virginia Keyes, Lucille
M. Leuenberger, Saul Levin, Virginia A. Lunde, Julie
Madden, Sharon M. Mogensen, Marie Oakeson, Sharon
A. Owen, Barbara Palmer, Kenneth J. Pippert, David
Rice, Rob Rodini, Charlotte Viney, Colleen Wincentsen,
and Bernadette Zimmer.

continued on page 8
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WATCH YOUR STEP !

by Jim Jenkins, RSVP Board President
Note: I wrote this column last summer, for inclusion in the Fall edition of
the newsletter. Then came the Big Rain, and I wrote about that, instead. The
material in this column is always relevant, though. As we enter the slippery
months of winter, it’s still important to watch your step!

I

learned the hard way today to watch my step. Here’s what happened.
A week or so before each RSVP Board meeting there is an Executive
Committee meeting. The Executive Committee is made up of Executive
Director Margie Zutter, the board officers and past presidents. We discuss
the agenda for the upcoming
meeting and anything else
of note that is going on. It’s
usually held over breakfast
or lunch at a local restaurant.
Leaving the restaurant
after our August meeting,
I had two choices. I could
either along the sidewalk to
the parking lot, go around a
Jim Jenkins
corner, and walk to my car
(maybe fifty steps.) Or I could make an immediate right, cross the lawn,
and go directly to my car, saving maybe twenty steps. My knees are weary,
so I took the shortcut.
I was fumbling with my notebook, car keys, phone, and a box containing
half a sandwich as I opened the restaurant door. My eyes were on the
prize — my car, thirty steps away.
Flump! My shoe caught something on the ground, I stumbled, and
went straight for the deck, breaking my fall with my forearm, rolling over
my shoulder, and stopping my progress with my hip. The sandwich was
now pigeon food... chicken salad, lettuce, tomatoes, and toast spread across
the lawn.
There was a guy just getting on a motorcycle who watched the whole
thing. As he rode away, I could just about hear him saying, “Bummer,
continued on page 7

ecently I learned of a new term,
“decision making fatigue”. As
we all know, making decisions can
be stressful. This past year, when
we moved our office, the stress
was greatly reduced by wonderful
RSVP volunteers. We had a search
committee for the new space. Thank
you, Kevin Gould, Mike Menard, Holly
Brassington, and Tom Krauskopf.
This involved the initial decision about
where to move. But, there were many
decisions after that involving the new
lease and the build-out. The original
space had only four existing offices.
The building owners paid for the buildout but gave us the responsibility of
planning the open space to add more

Margie Zutter
Executive Director

offices, a kitchen, conference room,
storage space, reception area, and a
work room. Then, there were more
decisions! What color should the walls
be? What color of carpeting, kitchen
flooring, and countertop? And, what
furniture and filing cabinets should we
take with us or get rid of ? Most of our
furniture was gathered over the years
and not in good repair. To our rescue
came RSVP Board member, LuAnn
Paepke, who recruited her friend Pat
Laubach with design experience to
volunteer for this project. LuAnn and
Pat worked with staff to determine our
needs and secure the new furniture,
gently used chairs, and to hang pictures,
etc.

Krishna Sijapati

From the Desk of...
R

And, staff and their family
members and RSVP volunteers
worked hard before and during the
move. Thank you to Diana’s family
Patrick and Bridget Jost and Joe’s son
Elijah Miller for their volunteer efforts.
continued on page 9

MOVING or

Overwhelmed by Too Much Clutter?
608-333-9306

Senior Move Specialists

608-345-1942
262-442-4200

For advertising info
call: 1-800-950-9952
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The Big Reveal: RSVP’s Anonymous Donor for 2018 Giving Tuesday!

D

by Margie Zutter

o you ever wonder who the “anonymous donor” is? This year we are able to reveal our 2018 Giving
Tuesday “anonymous donor,” Mary Odell, who contributed the $5,000 match! Mary signed up
with RSVP in August of 2002, before she retired
as a Civics Teacher in the Monroe schools. She admits that
she didn’t have any plans when she retired but thought she
should do something! “What I like about RSVP is that they
will try to find something based on your interests, rather
than having to find it yourself.” The other nice thing is that
RSVP “doesn’t make you do something if you don’t want
to do it.” Before retirement, Mary helped with short term
RSVP assignments, braving the heat to wrap brats at Brat
Fest, and the cold to hand out candy canes at Fantasy in
Lights. Other short-term assignments that Mary has helped
with include gift-wrapping, disaster preparedness events, and
once she donned an ice cream cone costume for a special
event. Mary is not shy, so this was no problem!
Mary has also served in on-going assignments suggested
by Jan Karst, RSVP’s Community Connections Coordinator.
From 2006 through 2009, she volunteered at the City /County
Information Booth, answering questions from visitors and
directing them to the office they were looking for. And,
for seven years, Mary helped regularly in the RSVP Store
Room, doing the paperwork needed to fill orders for our
handmade items. Mary says the friends she has made with
other volunteers and the fun, friendly RSVP staff have added
to her volunteer experience. She is looking at new volunteer
options for 2019 that will still allow her to pursue her hobby
of taking picture of trains traveling through Wisconsin.
When Mary found out that last year’s Giving Tuesday
anonymous donor would not be able to give again and that
we needed a new $5,000 donor, she decided to increase her
gift to RSVP to provide the needed match. Mary is pleased that her contribution more than doubled with
a total of $11,000 raised through her gift and the other Giving Tuesday contributors. She says, “Every gift,
regardless of size, is important and benefits all RSVP programs.” Thank you, Mary for your volunteer service
and helping us meet our Giving Tuesday goal.
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“I Found The Nonprofit World”
Holly Brassington, RSVP’s newest Legacy Circle member

A

by Margie Zutter

fter working 15 years as a for-profit accountant,
Holly Brassington found the nonprofit world
and stayed! Holly then worked as a nonprofit
accountant for 29 years, including five years as RSVP’s
accountant. And, even though she was no longer on staff,
she didn’t really leave RSVP, signing up as a volunteer in
September of 2002. During the
past sixteen years, Holly has served
in many different capacities. She
volunteers as a Group Project
Liaison, currently with the Verona
RSVP Group Project, picking up
needed supplies, and delivering
their finished projects to RSVP.
Since 2010 she has volunteered
at the Arboretum, helping initially
with plant propagation (seed
collecting and cleaning, planting
and restoration), and currently
with Native Plant Garden
maintenance.

the years she has helped with other projects including
picking up food for the Centro Hispano food pantry and
gift wrapping for RSVP. Holly has also served on RSVP
committees including Finance and is currently serving on
our Recognition Committee.

For the past five years, Holly has helped at ReStore. She
started by working in the warehouse prepping donations
to put out on the sales floor. She is now working in the
electrical department. She just completed a Madison
College class in home maintenance that included an
electrical unit. You can now call her “Sparky!” Over

Holly joined the Legacy Circle by including a
contribution in her estate plan to help continue the
important work RSVP does. Thank you, Holly for all
your work, volunteer work, and contributions to further
the efforts of RSVP!
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Holly feels that the nonprofit
world gave her the opportunity
to be part of the programs and
not just number crunching. And,
she says, “RSVP is the epitome
of such a nonprofit.” RSVP
made the staff feel like family.
“RSVP has a duel role, helping
volunteers find meaningful tasks
which help others.” When Holly
is not busy helping RSVP, she
loves to spend time with her pets
(two dogs and two cats) and her
hobbies (lapidary, rock collecting,
and jewelry making).

Board Notes from page 2
dude,” above the roar. Thanks, pal. I lay there and took
inventory, as we do when we fall. Nothing seemed to be
broken, bleeding, or bent. Bruised, yes. Forearm, hip, and
ego. But I was lucky. At 71, I could easily have broken
something. And those breaks don’t heal like they used to.
In my case, I tripped over a poorly-placed, inch-and-a-half
high doorstop, (and yes, I spoke to the restaurant manager
about it, who essentially passed the buck to the property
manager.) Note: the restaurant has since placed a large planter just
behind the doorstop. Problem solved!

		

The thing is, this can happen to us any moment of any
day. It can happen outside a restaurant, it can happen when
we take out the trash, walk the dog or pop a bagel into
the toaster. It’s more likely to happen on ice or snow. Me?
I’m more vulnerable to dry pavement, because I’m much
more careful in January. I don’t expect to fall in August!
Note to self: Maybe at my age, taking a shortcut is not
well-advised. And whatever path you take, watch your step!
Jim Jenkins
President, Board of Directors
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Welcome New Volunteers

e enrolled 66 new volunteers from September through November, 2018, serving in a wide variety
of assignments throughout Dane County. Do you know someone who might like to volunteer?
RSVP volunteers are our best recruiters as they spread the word about why they like volunteering and
the need for more volunteers. For a sampling of current requests, see our Volunteer Opportunities
sections. Please pass this newsletter on to a friend or neighbor and tell them what RSVP means to you!
Pearl Aeschliman
Melinda Anderson
Laurie Armstrong
Isabel Arneson
Dale B. Baldwin
Hansi Bartle
Terri Bartlett
Donald B. Benson
Margo N. Benson
Joanne Berg
Dorothy Beutel
Louann Bodenmann
Muriel J. Boyle
Donna V. Cangelosi
Joan Christoph
Dawn Cimaroli
Jeffrey D. Friebert
Pauline Gardner
Carol Gibeaut
Nancy Gladden
Linda Green
Ramsey Hammonds

Phil Hanna
Betty J. Hart
Ilse Hecht
Mary Herschleb
Alice L. Johnson
Emily Johnston
Linda J. Kaiser
JoAnn-Eishe Kiley
Mark F. Kiley
Jean Kirkpatrick
Kenneth Lee
Bailey E. Legler
Amanda M. Lettman
Connie Lone
David Lubick
Joanne L. Lustgraaf
Misty L. McMorrow
Sally J. Miller
Walter J. Miller
Kneale Nemmetz
Anna S. Nolden
Lois O’Rourke

Carol Olp
Karen Owen
Erin Przybyl
Charlotte Rankin
Alex A. Redenius
Ron Rogers
William Schmidt
Sue Schneider
Jared Schulting
Marcia R. Sivesind
Dennis R. Skaanning
Mikaela E. Steckelis
Jeanne Strickland
Jordyn Thomas
Fay Umber
Julian R. Viney
Alexis Walker
John Webber
Christine M. White
Donna Williams
Susan Wood
Gloria Wysocky

Halloween Hoe Down from front page
A special thank-you to all who helped with this event
including the following: Door prize donors April Bird,
Culver’s, Fiskars, Jones Dairy Farms, MGE, Rayovac,
SACO Chocolates, Spectrum Brands, Uniek – and Mike
Plautz for securing the prize donations.

Walgreens Employees: Cassandra Diercks, Josh Fritschie,
Santa Lang, Mark Mennicke, Lauren Popelars, and Patti
Robertson and the Recognition Committee.

The Volunteer Appreciation Event was truly a celebration
of all the great service our volunteers provide in the
Creating Length of Service Award Certificates: Mary Odell community. THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS!
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Administrative

Want to get in
touch with
us ?
Simply dial 238-RSVP (7787)
or e-mail us at
info@rsvpdane.org – or you
can reach individual staff
members directly at the phone
numbers/e-mail addresses
listed at right. In the event
we’re not available at the time
you call, our 24-hour voice
mail will ensure you receive a
prompt response.

Margie Zutter, Executive Director
663-7536, mzutter@rsvpdane.org
Diana Jost, Assistant Director
441-1393, djost@rsvpdane.org
Jack Guzman, Office Support Administrator
238-7933, jguzman@rsvpdane.org
Krishna Sijapati, Accountant
441-7899, ksijapati@rsvpdane.org

Program Coordinators
Jan Karst, Community Connections
Coordinator
441-7891, jkarst@rsvpdane.org
Laura Mikkelson, Intergerational Program
Coordinator
441-7894, lmikkelson@rsvpdane.
org
Kate Seal, Group Projects/Homeworkers
Program Coordinator
310-7280, kseal@rsvpdane.org
Mary Brown, Foster Grandparent Program
Coordinator
661-4271, mbrown@rsvpdane.org

From the Desk of from page 3
Thank you, Jim Jenkins, Alison Koelsch, Mick Maier, and
LuAnn Paepke for help with sorting and purging files.
Thank you, Tom Thousand for hanging pictures and doing
other tasks in our new space.

Pat Laubach (left) and LuAnn Paecke hanging
pictures.

Mary Stamstad, Triad Coordinator
441-7897, mstamstad@
rsvpdane.org

Driver Services Program
Mary Schmelzer, Driver Services
Co-Manager
441-7896, mschmelzer@
rsvpdane.org
Debbie Bormann, Driver Services
Co-Manager
441-7892, dbormann@
rsvpdane.org
Robin Heilprin, Madison/Monona
Ride Coordinator
441-7898, rheilprin@rsvpdane.org
Joe Miller, Vets Helping Vets
Coordinator
238-7901, jmiller@rsvpdane.
org
Luanne Fax, Driver Services
Marketing & Recruitment
Program Assitant
310-7281, lfax@rsvpdane.org

We at RSVP rely on our extended family of volunteers
to help us move forward—or just move our office! And,
because we had so many experienced volunteers to help
make decisions and pitch in where needed, we now have
a beautiful office. Come visit us!

Kevin Gould planning our new office.
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Technology – New and Old

						by Mary Schmelzer 					
Technology Brings New Horizons

Gen Lewis – A New Radio in the House!

Technological changes have helped humans from the
invention of the wheel through the advent of trains,
automobiles, planes, telegraphs, telephones, and computers.
Humans are clever and curious enough to invent things to
make life easier, and we’d like to explore some of those
inventions, while at the same time celebrating how those
inventions have made our lives richer, easier, or just plain
more fun.

We were in awe when my big brother brought home a radio
– in the 1930s! From then on we huddled round it each
night to listen to FDR’s Fireside Chats, Fibber McGee and
Molly, George Burns and Gracie Allen, as well as The Hit
Parade, and Kay Kaiser’s “School of Musical Knowledge.”
My sisters and I were especially fond of the latter. We liked
to sing the popular songs and we had to learn the words to
every new one. My sister was learning shorthand in high
school so she’d get the words to them down so we could
learn them. We knew the words to 100 popular songs and
won a bet with my older brother who didn’t believe us
when we told him that. I’m still a radio fan and listen to
PBS every day, mostly news commentary. What passes
for popular music now, I’ll leave to the ear-bud fanatics!

Let’s start with Rendever Virtual Reality software. Verona
Senior Center was kind enough to let us experience this
equipment first-hand. The program uses 360-degree
cameras to film a wide variety of geographical places
of interest: think the Eiffel Tower, and the jungles of
Africa, or experiences like a rollercoaster, swimming with
dolphins, and a trip down the Amazon River. Wearing
a set of goggles with a cellphone attached to the front,
users are guided by the person with the software on their
phone. It is incredible to look up, look down, and all the
way around you, and see everything as if you were right
in the middle of it.
The uses for this technology are just beginning to be
imagined. The beauty of it is that you can travel somewhere
to learn a bit about what life looks like there, and you don’t
have to leave town – a nice option for the pocketbook and
a great conversation starter – “Hey, I went to Africa today!“
The Verona Senior Center invites people to come once a
week to experience the technology first-hand, but because
it’s so portable, case workers are also able to take these units
into peoples’ homes to let them explore different places
and experiences. Some of what’s imagined in the future
is that people who can’t make it to an event, might be able
to still be part of it through this technology. Can’t wait to
see how this 360-degree technology will change our view
of the world and help to keep people from being isolated!
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Joan Schneeberger – Electricity Changed My Life
Forever!
The one piece of technology that changed my life was in
1947 when electricity came to our farm. My dad’s first
purchase was a radio. It brought the outside world into
our home. The Chicago Cubs entered my life forever. My
mom had her favorite soap operas to listen to throughout
her tedious work day. Our family gathered around the
radio during the evening to listen to our favorite evening
programs.
My school had access to the radio programs on WHA Radio
in Madison. They introduced me to classical music, which
I love to this day. Let’s Draw, Let’s Sing, and Ranger Mac
added knowledge to my world. Yet it was in 1957 when I
moved to Madison for my first job that I experienced my
first indoor plumbing – as well as the first running water
from the tap that I didn’t have to run after before using it.
Electricity changed my life forever!

Save the Date
Cottage Grove Triad

2/19/19- 11:30, Daily Money Management, Drumlin Residences, 107 E. Reynolds St., Cottage Grove
3//19- 11:30, Travel Safety, Drumlin Residences, 107 E. Reynolds St. Cottage Grove ( Date to be determined)
4/16/19- Advance Funeral Planning, Drumlin Residences, 107 E. Cottage Grove.
Verona Triad

2/25/19- 12:30- Dating & Intimacy Later In Life, Sexual Changes in Later Life, Verona Senior Center,
Ellen Barnard, MSSW, A Woman’s Touch
3/29/19 - 10:30-Elder Abuse & Neglect, Verona Senior Center, LeeAnn Grimes, Dane County Adult
Protective Services
4/3/19-12:30 – 12:30- Internet Crimes and Scams, Verona senior Center, Detective Dosher, Dane County
Sheriff ’s Office
4/26/19- 11:00-1:00- Drug Take Back Event
West Madison Triad

2/27/19-Protect Your Identity, Oak Park Place, 4327 Nakoma Rd. Madison, Wally Sego, Old National Bank
3/27/19- Elder Domestic Abuse, Location and speaker to be determined,
4/27/19- Spring Cleaning/Recycling rules/ Roll Out Program- Speaker and Location to be determined

Accessibility Solutions
That Are Customizable
To Meet Your Needs!

Proudly serving the Greater
Madison Area for 80 years!

Call: (608) 222-1243
Gansercompany.com
		

Tony Vavroch to place an ad today!
tvavroch@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6432
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RSVP Donor Honor Roll
We gratefully acknowledge donations received from the following individuals and organizations
since our last newsletter, and extend our thanks to each for their generous support.

Leadership Circle
($1,000+)
Jack and Donna Anderson
Margaret Jensen
Kevin Gould & Nancy Baillies
Mary Odell
Harold Sabot

Patron ($500-999)

Sponsor ($250-499)

Holly Brassington
Thomas Cantwell
Mick and Lou Maier
Barbara and Morris Schoenberg
Dawn Stucki
Richard and Marcia Taugher
Jane and David Villa
Keith and Margie Zutter

James and Sue Jenkins
Kim and Mark Pilgrim
Ron and Cathy Rotter
Doris Schroeder
Robert and Pat Thomasgard
Unity of Madison
Mary Vickers

Advocate ($100-249)
Debbie Bormann
Charles and Joanne Bunge
Thomas Cantwell
Michael Christopher
Richard Dewitt
Thomas and Ann Duter
Julie Eyers
Don and Mary Harkness
Kathleen Heimann
Tom and Muriel Howells
Isabel Hubbard
Lee and Mary Ihlenfeldt
Gail Jobelius
Phyllis M. Kaski
Mary Beth Keppel
Charlie Kiddy
Linda and Jerry Knight
Alison Koelsch
Kelly Krein
Bonnie Laviron
Ilene Lawson
James and Jane Leverance
Virginia Logsdon
Phillip Mayer
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Dollie Newlun
Margaret Olson
John and Pat Perkins
James W. Pofahl
William and Betty Reay
Marjorie Reek
Susan Ridley
William Rusch
Mary Schroeder
Lynda Schultz
Rhea Schultz
Dorothy Schwenn
Charles T. Scott
Ron and Ann Semmann
Marie Sieker
Dan and Jayne Simpson
Bernadine Smith
Deborah Ann Speckmann
Charles and Kay Spelbring
Karl and Judy Stadler
Joe and Rita Staubli
Linda Struck
Tom Thousand
Bob and Jeanne Topel
Sandy Turk

Partner ($50-99)
Brian Alme
Carolyn Anderson
Paul and Millie Anderson
Marty Bero
Donald Blom
Patrick Brady
Gene and Myrt Brazee
Steve and Ellen Broeckert
Nancy Bubier
Jack Burns
Donna Buskager
Mary Irene Connor
Karen and Jerry Cook
Ruth Dahlke
Joseph Downs
James and Kathy Esser
R. Guy and Janet Ferris
Thomas Gall
Pam Gallagher
Patrick and Sandra Gerick
Joanne Gootee
Rita Harring
Suzanne & Thomas Hotter
Joe & Adrienne Imilkowski
Cheryl Iverson
Diana Jost
Carol and Richard Karls

Mikel and Sharon Kezer
Mark Kolan
Robert Korb
Jay and Gina Lengfeld
Gerald Maly
Sharon McCormick
John & Shirley McDonald
Ron & Mary Mesman
Jack Meyer
Thomas and DeAnn Moore
Melvin Morgenbesser
Gail Nordheim
Betty Olson
Peter Orlik
Dorothy Peterson
Martha Reierson
Sue Richards
Sally Ross
Kathleen Schipper
Mary Schmelzer
Darrel and Nancy Schrader
David Seligman
Robert W. Shank
Rose Sime
David Sulman
Dave and Helen Tetzlaff
Ralph and Pat Thiede

Donor ($1-49)
Corzene Hall
Doris J. Hanson
Juanita Harbort
Jon M. Hayes
Florence Hellenbrand
Pamela Hennessey
Janis Hiltbrand
Marcia Himes
Catherine R. Hoffman
Thomas & Jeanne Holm
Deb Jameson
Margaret Kaether
Lori & Dick Kalnicky
Amy & Art Keleny
Urban & Pat Klosterman
Lorraine Kremer
Irene Kropp
Jeffery T. Kuesel
Mary Lou Lamb
Kathryn Lapacek
Patricia Lehnherr
Adolph & Lucille
Leuenberger
Marilyn Lienke
Roscile Maier
Graziella Marasch
Conrad Markley
Charlotte Marshall
Doris Marten
Douglas & Martha
Maxwell
Raymond McNurlan
Ron and Mary Messman
Regis Miller
Hy E. and James Miller
Nancy Miller
Don and Rhoda Mix
Ruth Morrison
Burnell Morton
Sue Munson

Marjorie Aiello
Beatrice Allen
Linda Allen
Dave & Mary Beth Arnold
Barbara Arntz
Mark P. Austin
Mel Bankes
Diane Barnage
Beverly Bassett
Sandra Beaupre
Bob & Dorothy Beckstrand
Barbara A. Belle
Helen Bennett
Elaine Bowers
Sharon Brickl
Jim & Barbara Brigham
Betty Buchanan
Margie Burris
Susanne M. Busse
Charlttte Clark
Judy Cornelius
David and Mary Cuff
Myrna Cumming
George Daniels
Hansa S. Dave
Ethel Denton
Hildegard Dorrer
Barb Dresen
Ruth Duffy
Janet Dunbrook
Jeanne Edmunds
Susan Eisele
Nathan & Louise Elbaum
GE Foundation
Vivian Gerg
Marlene Gerner
Hazel Gladem
Paul & Deborah Gradian
Lynda Graham
John Grueneberg
Mary Gulessarian

Sharon Olle
Andrea Osterhaus

Marion Pawlowsky
Helene Pertzborn
Dorothy Peterson
Mary Pike
Mary Dwyer & Mike Plautz
Georgia Punswick
Tom Rapa
Patrick Reidy
Bob & Rita Reif
Margaret Rentmeesters
Maurice & Kathryn Rogers
Kristi K. Rogers
Jane Rose
James Ryan
Kathleen Saunders
Shirley Schmitz
Don and Donna Schneider
Walter & Margret Schulze

Frederick Seybold
Harvey & Judy Sokolow
Shirley Spohn Ross
Jayne Sprecher
Mitsuko St. Germaine
Hattie Stevens
Marjorie Sutter
Elliott & Marion Sweet
Merle Sweet
Anne Swiggum
Delbert Tesch
Shirley Thayer
Frederick Seybold
Harvey & Judy Sokolow
Shirley Spohn Ross
Jayne Sprecher
Mitsuko St. Germaine
Hattie Stevens
Marjorie Sutter
Elliott & Marion Sweet
Merle Sweet
Anne Swiggum
Delbert Tesch

Shirley Thayer
Lois Theis
Virgil & Gladys Theis
Joanna Thompson
Kristin Todd
Dean Tvedt
Jean Tronnes
Lois B. Tyler
Mary L. Veitenhans
Charlotte Viney
James & Connie Wall
Bill Wambach
Patricia Watson
Gary & Rebecca Weaver
Larry Weber
Delores White
Bruce Whiting
Jeanette Williams
Joyce Williams
Karen Wolf
Loretta Zinkel

We have received in-kind support from the following...
Jeffrey L. Beatty
Genny Bridges
Culver's

Amy Cvaplewski
Nan Faith
Helen Grimes

Sally Larik
Gail Schmitt
Liza Thomas
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Make a New Year's Resolution to Save Energy.
It's Simple With These Tips.

I

f you're writing down goals to accomplish or lifestyle changes to make in 2019, consider adding "be more energy
efficient" to your list. Unlike some New Year's resolutions – like getting in shape or cutting down on sweets – saving
energy actually can be as easy as flipping a switch! And small changes can add up, helping both the environment
and your bottom line.
Here are some suggestions to get you started!
10. Turn off the lights! When leaving a room, remember to turn off lights, TVs, and other electronics you aren't using.
9. Use sunlight to your advantage. Open blinds or curtains during the day to let in the sun's warmth. Closing those
window treatments at night will capture the warm air inside your home, preventing heat loss.
8. Lower your water temperature. Lowering the temperature on your water heater by a few degrees likely won't make
a difference in comfort and will save energy. Cutting the time you spend in the shower also will lead to savings.
7. Use your ceiling fans. Setting your fans to spin at a low speed, clockwise will pull warm air down from the ceiling
during cold winter months, raising room temperatures and reducing how often your furnace turns on.
6. Use a smart power strip for electronics. Help reduce phantom energy use by plugging electronics into a smart power
strip that shuts off electricity to devices when they aren't in use.
5. Switch to LED lighting. Replace incandescent lightbulbs with more efficient LED bulbs. LEDs use 75% less energy
than incandescent bulbs and last longer.
4. Install a smart or a programmable thermostat. Heating and cooling accounts for about half of the energy use in a
typical home, making it the largest energy expense for most households.
3. Hire a professional to service your furnace. If you haven't had your furnace serviced for more than two years,
schedule it for routine maintenance. Also, check your furnace filter monthly and replace it when it's dirty to ensure
sufficient airflow. Very few filters need changing monthly, but check it until you learn how fast it gets dirty.
2. Check for leaks. Since leaks waste heat, replace worn weather stripping around doors and windows to keep in warm
air and reduce drafts.
1. Choose ENERGY STAR® appliances and electronics. If you know you'll be buying a new appliance or television
in the new year, make sure it features the ENERGY STAR label. All ENERGY STAR-certified products meet specific
energy efficiency requirements established by the EPA.
For answers to your energy questions, talk with MGE's energy experts on our Home Energy Line. Call us at (608)
252-7117 or 1-800-245-1125 Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Or, email us at AskExperts@mge.com.
We are here to help and to work together toward shared energy goals for our community!
Visit www.energy2030together.com to learn more.
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Meet Shirley Coulter!

S

hirley Coulter of Cambridge has been quilting for
fifty years. She comes from a family of sewers and
quilters. Her grandmother quilted by hand and Shirley’s
mother sewed clothes for the family. Shirley took a
sewing class in school and then later made clothes for her
own daughter. She used the leftover scraps, cutting them
into bigger squares, to make “scrappy quilts” for her kids
and then would tie these quilts while watching a Packers
game. But Shirley always wanted to make a nice quilt so
one day when she and her husband were in Arizona for the
winter, she joined a big quilting club. A woman sat next to
her and started asking Shirley questions. She then wanted
Shirley to sit next to her at each meeting and finally said
to her, “Maybe you should teach!” Once Shirley started
quilting, “making clothes went by the wayside.” Shirley
often is working on three quilts at one time and has been
very generous to RSVP by donating one of her quilts each
year for the RSVP sweepstakes. Thank you, Shirley!

Shirley Coulter (pictured on left with Margie Zutter) joined RSVP
in 2001, serving as the Cambridge RSVP Group Leader for many
years. Shirley would make beautiful pillows for children and the
group members would stuff and finish them.

We are your choice for
Long-Term Care for Seniors
and adults with disabilities.
Helping you remain safe,
independent, and active in
your community.

1-877-489-3814 www.mychoicefamilycare.org
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RSVP VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
... where volunteers make a difference

Plant flowers in others’ gardens and your life becomes a bouquet!
		
Author: Unknown

Intergenerational Program Opportunities

P

by Laura Mikkelson

lease consider volunteering for the Intergenerational
Program where you will be placed in an educational
setting with youth! If interested in any of these
opportunities please feel free to reach Laura Mikkelson,
Intergenerational Program Coordinator at lmikkelson@
rsvpdane.org
or (608) 441-7894.

Gompers Elementary Madison: Third Grade Reading
--10:40 a.m. – 11:50 a.m.
Math -- 1:05 p.m.- 2:10 p.m. /Tues.- Fri.

Common Wealth Development: You will take part in
mock interviews, where high-school students practice
their skills on looking for jobs, applying and interviewing
successfully, problem-solving on the job, and successful
Volunteer Tutors/Classroom Helpers: As a volunteer you financial management. The program has specific dates
will provide educational assistance to children in grades and times to volunteer.
K-12 in a school setting. With your help the students will DeForest Biolink Project: You will share with DeForest
get the individualized attention they need to excel in the middle-school students those events in your life when you
classroom. The program requires a minimum commitment had to overcome difficult obstacles. The focus is to teach
of one hour per week throughout the school year. I can students about resilience, facing challenges in life, and
assist you with any Dane County school/grade you prefer perseverance. The program requires one presentation and
but here are some current needs:
going back to the school to have lunch with the students
and view their presentations.
Prairie Elementary School, Waunakee: Kindergarten
Madison Memorial High School History Project: As a
Math Center – 8:05 a.m.- 9:05 a.m. / Thursdays
volunteer you will participate in group interviews on what
Elm Lawn Elementary School, Middleton: Kindergarten life was like during WWII and the Depression Era. The
Reading, Math, Classroom Assistant – Any Day / Any Time students then write a documentation of the oral history.
The program requires a one-time commitment.
Northside Elementary School, Sun Prairie: Library
Food Pantries: Thea’s Table provides meals to homeless
Reading, Décor, Shelving/Repairing Books – 7:30 a.m. - 9
school children and their families on weekends when the
a.m./ Any Day
children do not get breakfast and lunch at school. As a
volunteer you could be a pantry shopper or assistant. The
Franklin Elementary School, Madison: Kindergarten
commitment is three hours a week, one to three days a
Reading, Math, Classroom Helper – 8 a.m - 9 a.m.; 10:20
week minimum. Selfless Ambition has a food pantry at
a.m.- 11:20 a.m.; 12:15 p.m.- 1:15 p.m. / Tues. - Fri.
Glendale Elementary and volunteers are needed Tues./
Thurs. From 1:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
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RSVP VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
... where volunteers make a difference

RSVP Community Connections coordinated by Jan Karst,
recruits and places volunteers in non-profits and public
agencies. Currently, we have 800 active volunteers serving in
69 various volunteer sites including hospitals, food pantries,
senior centers, community centers, and adult literacy
programs. The newest volunteer sites include Madison
International Partners, where volunteers help facilitate a
conversation group for International Spouses and help in
cooking and eating an international meal with participants,
and the new Dane County Humane Society Thrift Shop
opening in January. Volunteers will be helping to receive
and sort donations, organize the store, and act as cashiers.
Other opportunities include the following:
The UW ARBORETUM is looking for volunteers to work as
weekend receptionists in the Visitor Center. It’s a very busy
place with a great view!
The RICHARD DILLEY TAX CENTER on S. Park St. is looking
for volunteer greeters for the VITA free tax preparation
program. Greeters welcome participants, check for necessary
paperwork, answer questions, and direct participants through
each stage of the tax prep process. Greeters serve from
January 28th – April 13th in three half-hour shifts.
SSM HEALTH ST. MARY'S CARE CENTER would like volunteers
to help with BINGO and activities like card playing, games, and
puzzles with residents. They also have a small resident “store”
on Fridays from 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. and need volunteers to
set up the store and help residents with purchases of snacks
and items of interest.

The WISCONSIN HISTORICAL MUSEUM needs Information
Desk volunteers to greet visitors from around the world and
help explain the layout of the museum. A fun job!
COMMUNITY ACTION COALITION GLEANERS is looking for
volunteers to do a weekly route of picking up excess food at
one location (stores, etc) and delivering it to another (food
pantries and nutrition sites).
INDEPENDENT LIVING Home Modification Department
needs a handy person comfortable with installing grab bars
and handrails.
CATHOLIC MULTICULTURAL CENTER needs Food Pantry
Volunteers on Tuesday and Thursdays. Help guests shop and
load needed groceries!
OPEN A WHOLE NEW ROAD TO INDEPENDENCE! Learning
to ride the Madison Metro Buses can be confusing and
intimidating! The RSVP BUS BUDDY program needs volunteers
who are seasoned bus riders and would like to teach others
how to read the RIDE GUIDE and take the buses. Take a ride
with a new rider a few times till they feel confident to ride
independently! Join us on BUS BUDDY outings with groups
of new learners from all sides of town to places of interest
around Madison!

If you are interested in any of the volunteer opportunities above,
please contact Jan Karst at (608) 441-7891 or through e-mail at
jkarst@rsvpdane.org .
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MEMORIALS AND TRIBUTES
Memorial and tribute gifts to RSVP are a meaningful way to honor someone special and to extend the services provided
by volunteers. Every dollar contributed allows us to enrich the lives of many children, families, and older persons.
CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO RSVP IN MEMORY OF
 Kathy Anderson by Nancy Bubier
 Mary Cuff by David Cuff
 Bernadette Diericks by Kim and Mark Pilgrim
 Kathlyn M. Gall by Thomas Gall
 David Jobelius by Gail Jobelius
 Vincent Koch by Marilyn Lienke
 Rollie Krogstad and Helen Aarli by Margie Zutter
 Richard Lehnherr by Patricia Lehnherr
 Letha McCormick by Sharon McCormick
 Nancy McNurlan by Raymond McNurlan
 Peter Meffert by Gerald Maly
 Maria Ranieri by Patrick and Sandra Gerick

 Barb and Dick Robinson and Diane Wilcox by Isabel
Hubbard
 Maurice Rogers by Kathryn Rogers
 Len Rush by Merle Sweet
 Franklin W. Schwenn by Dorothy Schwenn
 Miriam Semmann by Ron Semmann
 Rita Staubli by Joe Staubli
 Delores Struck by Linda Struck
 Lisa Valentin by Judith R. Schmid
 Bill White by Delores White
 Diane Wiedenbeck by Georgia Punswick

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO RSVP IN HONOR OF
 Dawn Alder, Cindy Mosiman and Diane Goldensoph  Sheri Mauerman by Mary Irene Connor
by Hal and Mary Wissink
 Mary Schmelzer by Dave and Mary Beth Arnold
 All Americans by Beatrice Allen
 Steve Spelbring by Charles and Kay Spelbring
 The Homeless by Beatrice Allen
 Margie Zutter by Jim and Barbara Brigham
 Margaret Jensen by Richard and Marcia Taugher
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City of Madison “Roll Out Program” to assist
Disabled with Garbage and Recycling Carts
In order to assist persons with disabilities who do not have anyone to help them with their chores,
the Street Division has set up a program to help these residents get the recycling and refuse collected.
Qualified residents will have their carts wheeled out to the curb and back by our truck drivers. To be
qualified you must fill out the Residential Disabled Roll Out Service Application which is available
on the City of Madison web-site. Further directions can be found on the web-site. Call West-2664681 or East-246-4532 for further information.

OUR VISION
RSVP of Dane County aspires to build and expand
a community-wide network of volunteers and organizations
that unites compassionate, experienced adults with meaningful
and fulfilling service opportunities, which enrich the lives of
the volunteers while enhancing support for people in need.

OUR MISSION
To make a positive impact in the community by
recruiting volunteers 55 and older to help deliver
priority services to people of all ages, providing
Dane County with a valuable resource.

Our Volunteers are the Heart of Hospice
WE NEED YOU!!
Heartland volunteers offer companionship
and practical, compassionate help.

Opportunities include:
• Friendly Visits • Pet Visits
• Veteran-to-Veteran visits
• Clerical Support • Vigil
The time, care and support provided by
Heartland volunteers greatly impacts our
patients and their families. Volunteer time
commitments and schedules are flexible.
For more information on becoming a member
of the Heartland Volunteer Program, contact
our Volunteer Coordinators at 608-819-0033

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952

We’ll help you every
step of the way.

Offering a continuum
of care for seniors:
> Independent Living
> Assisted Living
> Memory Care
> Rehabilitation
Call 608-663-8600 or email
madisonsales@oakparkplace.com.

718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718
oakparkplace.com/madison
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