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Retired and Senior Volunteer Program and Foster Grandparent Program
...where volunteers make a difference

RSVP Open House: Social Isolation and the Health Benefits of Volunteering
by Diana Jost

RSVP celebrated National Volunteer Week with an Open House on April 11th. Guest
speaker Tracy A. Schroepfer, PhD., spoke about social isolation and the health benefits of
volunteering. Dr. Schroepfer began her presentation with a quote from Helen Keller: “The
unselfish effort to bring cheer to others will be the beginning of a happier life for ourselves.”
Dr. Schroepfer, who is a UW School of Social Work professor, traced the societal changes that
have led to greater social isolation and loss of belonging for older adults. “We no longer sit on the
front porch and greet neighbors,” she explained. “Children often live across the country and the
world. Personal visits and phone calls have been replaced with quick emails and texts.” She shared
research on the importance of belonging and connectedness: “We have reports that show that when
you don’t feel as if you belong, then you have higher levels of psychological and physical illnesses.”
Dr. Tracy Schroepfer

In middle-age, the workplace and family provide that connectedness.
After retirement and children leaving home, those connections can
be lost. Volunteering can help to fill the void and provide a sense
of belonging. “Volunteering is a two-way street,” says Schroepfer.
“It is a way to make friends, and a way to expand your network.
And, this is really important: it can provide a sense of purpose.”
After the presentation, there was plenty of time to socialize.
Guests had a chance to talk with program coordinators about the
many volunteer opportunities RSVP of Dane County has to offer.

OUR MISSION
To make a positive impact in the community by
recruiting volunteers 55 and older to help deliver
priority services to people of all ages, providing
Dane County with a valuable resource.

OUR VISION
RSVP of Dane County aspires to build and expand
a community-wide network of volunteers and organizations
that unites compassionate, experienced adults with meaningful
and fulfilling service opportunities, which enrich the lives of
the volunteers while enhancing support for people in need.
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I

retired in 2003. I was 55 years old. I was lucky to be able to retire early, but I was
too young to stop doing things. Here are some of the things I’ve done since:

I was a criminal investigator during my “real” career, and though I loved it, I
always thought that when I retired I wanted to get a job where people were happy
to see me coming. I got two retirement jobs, both working with kids. Suddenly
I was getting high fives every day! I’d never even thought of working with kids.
I came to RSVP and talked to Jan Karst. Jan hooked me up with the
Red Cross, where I spent twelve years as a disaster volunteer. When I retired from that, Jan got me a gig with the Madison PD, where I’m volunteering now. I have met dozens of new, wonderful people through RSVP.
I played a lot of tennis, pickleball, and golf and then when my knees
couldn’t take it, I began riding a bike again. In eight years, I have been passed
by fourteen thousand, six hundred and forty people. I have
passed twelve. I’m now in the
market for an electric bike.
I traveled with my wife
Sue, including sailing around
St. Maarten on a catamaran. Sue and I became
Grandparents and feel lucky
that all our kids live in Madison.
Jim Jenkins
We inherited Rory the Flood Dog,
a little mutt rescued after Hurricane Katrina. Rory taught us that we love dogs.
We discovered the big Verona Dog Park and made some lifelong friends among
the dogs and the people there. Sue and I joined a sports car group and made a
bunch of great new friends traveling together. We also went to my fiftieth highschool reunion, after not thinking much about my school or classmates since I’d
graduated in 1965. I had the time of my life and renewed so many friendships.
I downloaded a little drawing app on my iPad while I waited in a doctor’s office, and discovered the hobby of my lifetime, totally by accident. There is so much more. All since I turned 55 and “retired.” Retirement has given me the freedom to try things. We’ve been lucky to
have been able to do many of these things but many were pretty simple.
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The biggest thing I have learned is to say, “Yes.” If something comes
along, some opportunity that might even be a little frightening, but piques
my curiosity... I found out that life will be better if I say, “Yes” and give it a
try.

From the Desk of...
F

55 and older, giving them a choice
of volunteer assignments to match
their interests, skills, desires, location,
accommodations needed, etc. Our
goal is to find the “perfect” assignment
for every prospective volunteer! Staff
meets with each candidate to conduct
a volunteer job interview and then if
desired, accompanies the individual
to a volunteer site to further discuss
options. And, RSVP staff provide
ongoing support to each volunteer as
annual surveys as well as the long
circumstances change.
length of service of many of our
We know that this personalized volunteers. For example, in the 2018
placement works through high Group Projects/Homeworkers
volunteer satisfaction reported in
Krishna Sijapati

ifty years ago the Retired and
Senior
Volunteer
Program
(RSVP) was established as a national
volunteer program under the
Administration on Aging as part of
the Older Americans Act. RSVP of
Dane County started three years later
in 1972. The purpose was two-fold:
volunteer service would benefit the
community (those served) and also
the volunteers themselves.
There
is a great deal of emphasis today on
how our volunteers are impacting
those in need, but it is only half of
what we do at RSVP! RSVP is unique
in its emphasis on personalized
placement. We work with adults age

Margie Zutter
Executive Director

continued on page 9
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Charlotte Rankin
by Jim Jenkins

"Schooled: v. taught a lesson the hard way…"
The Urban Dictionary.
If you’ve played basketball, you’ve probably heard the
term “schooled". Very few people ever schooled Shaquille O’Neal. He was a fifteen-time NBA All-Star and
is enshrined in the NBA Hall of Fame. In his playing
days he stood 7’1” and weighed over 300 pounds. But
this story is about the lady, a little over five-feet-tall, who
schooled Shaquille O’Neal for three years. She’s now starring as a Foster Grandparent with RSVP of Dane County.
Charlotte Rankin was born on a farm in Shelby
County, Kentucky, where her mom, dad, sister, and
five brothers milked a dozen cows. Her mother made
pillow cases and even dresses out of feed sacks. Charlotte was the eldest and helped raise all the babies
who came after her. This was during the era of “separate but equal” in Kentucky, and Charlotte and her
brothers and sister attended an all-black rural school
through eighth grade, and then Lincoln Institute, an allblack residential high school two miles down the road.
Charlotte excelled at her studies, graduating as Lincoln’s valedictorian. She went on to earn a Bachelor’s
Degree in biology from Kentucky State College and
later a Master’s Degree at Murray State University. After graduating she began a teaching career in Louisville,
specializing in teaching science and math to gradeschoolers. The adventure began when she was teaching
in Louisville and was recruited to teach school for the
U.S. Department of Education in Germany. She moved
to Stuttgart, where she taught children as well as adults
in all branches of the military service. Her specialty was
again science and math, plus computer science. After five
years in the Stuttgart area she moved to a base in Fulda, near the East German border, where she taught for
five more years. One of her students was a tall, skinny
kid, with big hands and feet, named Shaquille O’Neal.

always an adventure. She recalls that she had a challenge
keeping Shaq on track with his studies, as he was, even
then, focused mainly on basketball. She characterizes Shaq
as a “gentle soul... there wasn’t a hateful bone in his body.”
While she lived in Germany, Charlotte learned German and traveled widely, driving her red Chevy Camaro
all over Europe. She also visited Russia, some of the old
Eastern Bloc countries, and Israel. After ten years of
teaching in Germany, she moved back to the States, where
she continued her travels, living and working in places
like Louisville, Duluth, Detroit, Denver, Las Vegas, Salt
Lake City, and even in the high desert of California. After
a few years in the West, she wanted to get back to the
Midwest, and she and her sister, Jessie, chose Madison.

Charlotte is a natural learner, teacher, and volunteer.
She is as excited about science today as she was as a college student and reads widely about biology, nature, and
wildlife, She has loved living creatures and nature all her
life, for which she credits her Cherokee mother. She has
rescued numerous dogs and cats in the U.S. and Europe,
and she and her sister currently have two kitties and
Charlotte taught Shaq for parts of his sixth, seventh, an aquarium full of fish. I asked her for her secret to
and eighth grade years. She was one of the adults in charge
continued on page 6
of keeping the boys in line during their early teenage years,
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Charlotte Rankin from page 5
a happy life. She thought a minute and then said, “Na- information about Foster Grandparents, and Charlotte
ture. Take care of the land and it will take care of you.” thought that the program was just what she had prayed
for: a chance to get back into the classroom and work
Charlotte works in a community garden and has volun- with kids. She is assigned to three classrooms at Lincoln
teered with several community projects in South Madison. Elementary School which is located just across the
She sings with the choir at the Second Baptist Church, coor- street from her apartment. She loves volunteering
dinates events for her apartment complex, and works with with the children -- sharing her lifelong fascination
Alzheimer’s issues. Her love of all kinds of music extends with learning and teaching about science, math, and
Thank you Charlotte for choosing RSVP’s
from classical to Gregorian Chants to jazz. Indeed, she nature.
Foster
Grandparent
Program as your new adventure!
has met and socialized with Madison jazz notables Richard Davis and the late Clyde Stubblefield, among others.
Please help us spread the word about our need for
Charlotte’s latest adventure is being a Foster
Grandparent. She first heard about it when she joined the
RSVP Bus Buddy program. On one of the Bus Buddy
trips, RSVP Assistant Director Diana Jost passed out

RSVP Intergenerational Summer
Volunteer Opportunities:  
Volunteers needed as Summer School Teacher
Assistants at: Eagle Point Elementary DeForest;
Lodi Elementary school; Madison School &
Community Recreation; Glacier Edge Elementary
school Verona; and Prairie/Heritage/Arboretum
Elementary schools Waunakee.
Share your love of Nature as a Summer Camp
Teacher Assistant at UW Arboretum or the Dane
County Zoo.
  
Contact Laura Mikkelson Intergenerational
Coordinator to arrange your days & times
that you are able to volunteer for the summer
at lmikkelson@rsvpdane.org or 608-441-7894
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more Foster Grandparents. It is an opportunity to help
students succeed academically while receiving a tax
free stipend and meal/travel reimbursement if income
eligible. What a win - win situation! Please contact
Laura Mikkelson, Foster Grandparent Coordinator

RSVP Calendar
Senior Days at Marcus Cinema

Staff from RSVP will be at Point Cinema, 7825 Big Sky
Drive, Madison, for Senior Days on Fridays: June 21st,
August 9th, and August 23rd.

Walgreens Senior Days

RSVP will have a table at Walgreens: 7810 Mineral Point
Road and 1725 Northport Drive on Tuesday, August 6th

					
RSVP Board Meeting

Monday, August 26th, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.

Triad Conference – American Family Insurance
Training Center
Friday, September 27th, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Independence Day Holiday

Labor Day Holiday

Thursday, July 4 - office closed

Monday, September 2nd - office closed

th
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Volunteers in the News
Congratulations to the following RSVP Volunteers in the news:
Charotte Rankin
Buzzed into Madison (aired in April), News 3 Now, Live at Four
Judy Rubiel–Perez
Buzzed into Madison (aired in April), News 3 Now, Live at Four
Larry Orr
WVMO - The Voice of Monona (aired in April)
Barbara Newhouse
National Service Day Recognition, Oregon School District Facebook page (April 5, 2019)
Heather Johnson, and Nora Geach
Senior Beat (local city channel - April 25, 2019)
Dick Hoffman
United Way 2019 Distinguished Service Award (April 30th)
Larry Orr
All About Living, program with Carol Kolby, AM 1550, FM 97.7 (May 7, 2019)
Bob Korb
Deerfield Independent (May 8, 2019)
Ray Lamboley, Barb Schwoerer, Bob Hoffman, Karen Wolf, Juanita Harbort
River Senior Center Newsletter (May 2019)
Karen Wolf
The Verona Press (May23, 2019)

W

Welcome New Volunteers

e enrolled 37 new volunteers from February through March, 2019, serving in a wide
variety of assignments throughout Dane County. Do you know someone who might
like to volunteer? RSVP volunteers are our best recruiters as they spread the word about why
they like volunteering and the need for more volunteers. For a sampling of current requests,
see our Volunteer Opportunities sections. Please pass this newsletter on to a friend or neighbor
and tell them what RSVP means to you!
Karen L Anderson
Malcolm T. Anderson
Sharon Bartholomew
Faye Benkert
Jake Blasczyk
Diane L Dollark
Karen DuCharme
Jane L. Ellefson
Barbara Endres
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Ellie Freeman
David J Gasner
Gilbert D Helland
Jane Holtzman
Steven A.Holtzman
Gudie Huston
Phyllis A Jaeger
Susan Jennik
Marla Johnson

Helen Koel
Sally M. Kopecky
Neil D. McCallum
Margaret R. Michaels
Sandy Mook
Susan L.Morikis
Sandra Newell
Stephanie C. Poehling
Caroline Saley

Warren Schmidt
Anne C Sicher
Kathleen Siegel
Bridget Snell
James F. Tlusty
Jeanette Treinen
Kenneth J. Uebersetzig
Janice K. Warner
Melissa Wilde
Sharon Wirtz

Want to get in
touch with
us ?
Simply dial 238-RSVP (7787)
or e-mail us at
info@rsvpdane.org – or you
can reach individual staff
members directly at the phone
numbers/e-mail addresses
listed at right. In the event
we’re not available at the time
you call, our 24-hour voice
mail will ensure you receive a
prompt response.

Administrative

Driver Services Program

Margie Zutter, Executive Director
663-7536, mzutter@rsvpdane.org
Diana Jost, Assistant Director
441-1393, djost@rsvpdane.org
Jack Guzman, Office Support Administrator
238-7933, jguzman@rsvpdane.org

Mary Schmelzer, Driver Services
Co-Manager
441-7896, mschmelzer@
rsvpdane.org
Debbie Bormann, Driver Services
Co-Manager
441-7892, dbormann@
rsvpdane.org
Robin Heilprin, Madison/Monona
Ride Coordinator
441-7898, rheilprin@rsvpdane.org
Joe Miller, Vets Helping Vets
Coordinator
238-7901, jmiller@rsvpdane.
org
Luanne Fax, Driver Services
Marketing & Recruitment
Program Assitant
310-7281, lfax@rsvpdane.org

Krishna Sijapati, Accountant
441-7899, ksijapati@rsvpdane.org

Program Coordinators
Jan Karst, Community Connections Coordinator
441-7891, jkarst@rsvpdane.org
Laura Mikkelson, Intergerational/Foster
Grandparent Program Coordinator
441-7894, lmikkelson@rsvpdane.org
Kate Seal, Group Projects/Homeworkers Program Coordinator
310-7280, kseal@rsvpdane.org
Mary Stamstad, Triad Coordinator
441-7897, mstamstad@rsvpdane.org

New Grants and Additional Funding
RSVP was recently awarded $1,000 from the Madison South Rotary Foundation for the Group Projects/
Homeworkers Program. We were also awarded $1,200 from the Endres Manufacturing Foundation for Group
Projects/Homeworkers supplies. RSVP appreciates this funding from the Madison South Rotary Foundation and
the Endres Manufacturing Foundation to help provide supplies for RSVP volunteers who make more than 11,000
items for people in need each year.
RSVP was also awarded $500 from AAA Wisconsin for our Bus Buddy Program. We thank AAA Wisconsin for
the funding to help cover expenses for our Bus Buddy trips.

From the Desk of from page 3
report, results showed that all of the volunteers who
responded to the survey agreed that they receive satisfaction
from helping people, their volunteer work keeps them active,
they have an opportunity to learn new things, and they have
a more positive outlook because they help their community.
More emphasis needs to be placed on the benefits of
volunteering to the older adult volunteer. In a study by
the Mayo Clinic (May of 2017), six health benefits of
volunteering are noted. “ 1. Volunteering decreases the risk
of depression. 2. Volunteering gives a sense of purpose
and teaches valuable skills. 3. Volunteering helps people

stay physically and mentally active. 4. Volunteering
may reduce stress levels. 5. Volunteering may
help you live longer. 6. Volunteering helps you
meet others and develop new relationships."
Those who are already retired need to be vigilant
about staying active and involved. We should also
encourage our friends and neighbors to stay healthier
through volunteer service. Please join us in our
recruitment efforts by reaching out to someone
you know to join RSVP! Thank you for your help!
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2019 Save the Date – Triad
Cottage Grove Triad - at Drumlin Residences, 107 E. Reynolds Road., Cottage Grove
June 18 , 10:00 a.m. - Traffic Laws/Driving. Deputy Mueller, Dane County Sheriff ’s Office
July 16th, 10:00 a.m. - Keeping Your Independence/Remaining Safe in Your Home. Susan Armstrong, Stellar Rehabilitation
Aug. 20th, 10:00 a.m. - Dogs on Call. Artie Berning, President
Sept. 17th, 10:00 a.m. - Financial Elder Abuse. John Hendrick, Coalition of Wisconsin Aging & Health Groups
th

Verona Triad - at Verona Senior Center, 108 Paoli Street, Verona
June 27th, 10:30 a.m. - Appreciating Our Diversity to Reduce Conflict. Angela Velasquez, Dane County Area Agency on Aging
July 12th, 10:00 a.m. - Dementia Friendly Communities. Jeff Dostalek, Fitch-Rona EMS and Joy Schmidt, Dementia Care
Specialist, ADRC of Dane County.
August - Canine Officer Demonstration. Officer Matt Kyle, Verona Police Dept. (Date and time to be determined, call
Verona Senior Center at 608-848-0440)
West Madison Triad
June 26 , 10:00 a.m. - Travel Safety. Ed Mani, Burkhalter Travel, 6501 Mineral Point Road., Madison
July 24th, 10:00 a.m. - Driver Safety/Night Driving/Disabled Permits. Neil McCallum, AARP, Coventry Village, 7707 N.
Brookline Drive., Madison
Aug. 28th, 10:00 a.m. - Prescription and Illegal Drugs/CBD. Bernard Albright and Samuel Brier, Madison Police Department
(location to be determined, call 608-441-7897)
th

September 27th, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. -- Triad Annual Conference at American Family Insurance Training Center
For more information contact: mstamstad@rsvpdane.org, 608-441-7897

Accessibility Solutions
That Are Customizable
To Meet Your Needs!

Proudly serving the Greater
Madison Area for 80 years!

Call: (608) 222-1243
Gansercompany.com
		

Tony Vavroch to place an ad today!
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Meet Carroll Heideman

by Margie Zutter
Carroll’s youngest grandson once asked her “Don’t
you ever read a book without a pencil in your hand?”
“No”, was Carroll’s reply! On May 18th, Carroll
participated in the Real Life Library at the Verona
Library. Carroll had agreed to be a “talking book” and
share her life as a Reader, Writer, Teacher, and Editor.
Carroll noted that every role is a part of who she is.
As an avid reader, Carroll owns thousands of books which
are in every room of her house except the bathrooms and
takes books with her in her handbag in case she ends up
waiting. As a serious editor, she has come across only two
books that didn’t need editing! She includes problems
such as a misuse of words, repeating important words in
the same sentence, misspellings and punctuation errors
in the book reviews she writes for her own use. Since
writing is also a passion, Carroll has five notebooks
with more than 1,800 book reviews that she has written
since 1983. She also has a collection of her poems,
keeps a diary, and writes weekly letters to her children.
Carroll has two children, three grandchildren, and four
great-grandchildren. She has lived in 12 different states, in
all regions of the country except the south. She has been in
Wisconsin the longest, living here since 1963. Carroll has
a degree in education, with undergraduate and graduate
degrees in violin and philosophy. She no longer plays the
violin but enjoys listening to music and has perfect pitch!
She was a teacher for 28 years, mostly in 3rd and 4th
grades. Carroll noted that everyone likes to help others
learn but those with a passion for it pursue teaching as
a career. Reading was always an important part of the
Carroll’s family activities and also her teaching career.
Carroll read to her children every night until they were
too busy with high school functions and homework.
She and Bob would also pick out books together and
Carroll would read to him every night. Later, she also
read to grandchildren during their frequent visits.
In school, Carroll always had a 20-minute period when
she would read aloud to the children. If something
had to be cut, it was never the reading time! She felt
that reading aloud is a form of storytelling--an age-old
tradition. Carroll retired in 1989 from Randall School
and noted that it would be harder for her to be a teacher
today because they are required to “teach to the test”

12

and all subjects revolve around potential test items.
Carroll joined RSVP in 1998 because her husband
Bob was an RSVP volunteer and board member until
he passed away in 2009. Bob also served as President
of the RSVP board. After their retirement they
volunteered together at Emerson Elementary School
for ten years. Carroll became an RSVP Board member
in 2010, also serves on the RSVP Agency Assessment
Committee, and is Co-Editor of RSVP News Notes.
This issue will be the 62nd issue that she has edited!
Carroll is also a volunteer and member of Downtown
Kiwanis, MAREA (Madison Area Retired Educators’
Association), and Independent Living. Both Carroll and
Bob believed in “niche giving”, making contributions to
organizations or projects that were often unrecognized or
overlooked. They set up a special Legacy Fund for RSVP
program staff salaries, and Carroll continues to make
contributions to this fund. She is also a member of RSVP’s
Leadership Circle. Carroll gives to RSVP because “it does
such important work in the community.” Thank you
Carroll, for all the ways you help RSVP to make a difference!
“This day will bring a chance to learn;
I open my mind at each new dawn.
I’ll read and listen and read again.
There’s knowledge to treasure, to reflect upon.”
(excerpt from Carroll's poem “This Day”)

Intergenerational Volunteers are "Super Heroes"

Super Heroe Party
The 120 Intergenerational Volunteers from schools
throughout Dane County wrapped up the 2018-2019
school year at a fun recognition event. Staff wanted to
show all these great volunteers our appreciation for their
dedication working with students inside and outside the
classroom. The theme was ‘Volunteers are Superheroes’.
These capeless-wearing heroes, made their superpowers
known by volunteering over 4,000 hours throughout
the school year. Teachers in Dane County, who had
volunteers in their classrooms, recently filled out the RSVP
Intergenerational Program’s annual survey. ALL the
responses were very positive with many nice comments
about their volunteers. These comments were shared
with the volunteers at the recognition event. A couple of
teacher quotes truly display the positive impact volunteers
make: “RSVP volunteers are valuable resources for me as
a classroom teacher, but more importantly, they play a
huge role in student confidence and success in reading!
Every one of my students asks to be partnered up with
a reading volunteer. Those that get the opportunity feel
special, look forward to the time with the volunteer,
and have made great strides in their reading skills and
comprehension.” “Each volunteer brings such joy,
passion, and excitement for working with my students.
They build positive relationships and truly help my
students feel special, smart, and cared for by the adult.”
I believe these comments remind us why we do what we
do at RSVP, and why recruitment of more volunteers will
never stop. There is always a need for more volunteers
in Dane County schools, and many teachers will agree.

Six Intergenerational volunteers took part in the James
Madison Memorial’s Oral History Project. Volunteers
shared their life experiences during WWII with
students in the ninth - grade Honors History classes.
It was wonderful to listen to the volunteers share their
experiences and tell how life has changed over time. It
was interesting to hear Fred Leidel talk about designing
aircraft propeller blades during the war. William Payne
stated how much faster everything seemed after the war:
For example, car engines going from 70 mph to 100 mph;
Barb Arntz first heard about the war on a radio that was
powered by a truck battery; Robert Coffin brought along
political cartoons that Dr. Seuss created about the war;
Mary Kraak talked about living in a diverse neighborhood
and how everyone treated each other with kindness; Lee
DeSpain talked practicing air raid drills at school and in
her family home. The students really seemed to enjoy
learning history first-hand from those that had lived
through it. The best part about the oral history program
is how history seems comes to life for the students.

DeForest Computer Buddy Party
After blogging with their student buddies for the
school year, Computer Buddy volunteers were able to
meet their students face-to-face at Computer Buddy
parties at Eagle Point Elementary school in DeForest and
Leopold Elementary school in Madison. Thanks to the
teachers at Leopold and Eagle Point, RSVP volunteers
were able to create a special bond with a student by sharing
their day–to-day activities and interests in a weekly blog.
At the party they could reflect on conversations they had
with each other throughout the school year. It was fun
to see that, even though there is a large age difference
the buddies still can find many common interests.
If you are interested in becoming an Intergenerational
superhero please contact Laura Mikkelson at 608441-7894 or lmikkelson@rsvpdane.org together
we can make a difference in our communities!
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Shared Solar for Your Home or Business
From: Madison Gas and Electric
Nearly 300 local households are part of MGE's Shared Solar community. Now, the program's
prepared to welcome small- and medium-size businesses.
MGE is seeking to expand our community solar program, Shared Solar, with a second solar
installation. Customers who subscribe to Shared Solar receive up to half of their annual electric
use through the program, which offers customers locally generated solar energy. Previously, the
program was open only to residential customers.
"Shared Solar is a great option for business owners who want to fuel their business with clean
energy but cannot or choose not to install solar themselves," said Cheri Salmon, MGE market
development manager.
MGE's Shared Solar program launched in early 2017. The City of Middleton and MGE partnered
to place a 500-kilowatt array on the roof of the City's Municipal Operations Center, or MOC.
The program sold out quickly. An expansion of the program with a second, large-scale solar
installation will allow more customers to participate and advance shared energy goals for our
community.
"Shared Solar offers customers solar energy at minimal upfront cost and it is clean energy
generated right here in the communities we serve," said Salmon.
The solar project will be built in partnership with the City of Middleton at the Middleton
Municipal Airport, also known as Morey Field. Construction is expected this summer with the
array expected to be operational in fall.
Join our "Worth Waiting For" List
MGE is building a waiting list of interested customers, both residential and business customers.
Those on the waiting list will be among the first to learn details about the program's expansion.
If you would like to join our "Worth Waiting For" list, visit mge.com/sharedsolar.
Shared Solar makes it easy to power your home or business with renewable energy. Subscribers
pay a one-time upfront fee to participate and a fixed rate per kilowatt-hour (kWh) for up to half
of their annual electricity use.
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For customers who sign up for Shared Solar for up to half of their annual electric use but would
like to power their home or business with 100% renewable energy, MGE also offers our Green
Power Tomorrow program (GPT). Subscribers to GPT pay one cent more per kWh to receive a
percentage or specific dollar amount of their electricity from wind and solar resources in our
region. MGE residential and business customers can sign up to purchase a percentage (1% to
100%) of their monthly electricity use through GPT or, since electricity use can vary, customers
can choose instead to purchase a specific dollar amount of GPT electricity each month. To sign
up, or to get more information, visit mge.com/GPT.

RSVP Donor Honor Roll
We gratefully acknowledge donations received from the following individuals and organizations
since our last newsletter, and extend our thanks to each for their generous support.

Leadership Circle
($1,000+)
Wayne and Barbara Halverson
Thomas and Margie Krauskopf

Sponsor ($250-499)
Leroy Adler
Joan G. Box
Karen Cunningham

Advocate ($100-249)

Partner ($50-99)

Donor ($1 - $49)

Lorraine Bradley
Thomas Duter
Grant Gelhar
Tom & Muriel Howells
Carol & Richard Karls
Sandy Kreul
McFarland Lioness Club
Lise Skofronick
Ann M. White
William Wiedenbeck

Patrick & Sandra Gerick
Linda & Herman Green
Margaret Jensen
Balkrishna & Vanmala Kale
Alison Koelsch
Kelly Krein
Mary Odell
LuAnn Paepke
Keith & Margie Zutter

Helen Dyer
Debra Hallgren
Mary Ellen Hamilton
Sudha & Madhu Joshi
Harold Sabot
Helen J. Simoneau

In-Kind
Stephen and Ellen Blitz
Holly Brassington
Charles and Joanne Bunge
Ann-Marie Elmer

Marcella Johnson
Deb Magee
Mary Odell

Holly O’Higgins
Laurie Osterndorf
Mary Ruppert

Gladys Theis
Mary Updike
Keith and Margie Zutter

We are your choice for
Long-Term Care for Seniors
and adults with disabilities.
Helping you remain safe,
independent, and active in
your community.

1-877-489-3814 www.mychoicefamilycare.org
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

RSVP VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
... where volunteers make a difference

		

Life is never so busy that threre is no time to serve!
Author: Unknown

HENRY VILAS ZOO depends on volunteers to help drive
the Zoo Train, operate the Carousel, help with feeding the
goats, greet visitors as the Face of the Zoo, and many other
fun and interesting assignments!

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL MUSEUM needs
Information Desk volunteers to greet visitors from
around the world and help explain the layout of the
Museum. A fun job!

THE RIVER FOOD PANTRY needs volunteers to help
stock shelves, sort clothing, prepare food and other projects
at the pantry on the Northside. They also need volunteers
to help with their mobile lunch program, MUNCH, to
deliver nutritious lunches to children and teens on all nonschool days as well as Saturdays and Sundays.

COMMUNITY ACTION COALITION GLEANERS
is looking for volunteers to do a weekly route of
picking up excess food at one location (stores, etc.)
and delivering it to another (food pantries and nutrition
sites).

PROSPECT GARDENS, a green space of prairie
plants along the Southwest Bike/Commuter Path, needs
volunteers to help maintain or restore trails, prairies, and
public gardens along the Southwest Path a few blocks west
of Camp Randall and between Commonwealth Avenue and
the Beltline. Think Spring!
MADISON FOOD PANTRY GARDENS needs
many volunteers to help plant, grow, and harvest lots of
vegetables and herbs which all supply the food pantries
with fresh produce! There are eight gardens located
throughout Dane County! Open work sessions happen
throughout the week depending on which location you
choose.
Help get food out to those who need it in our community!
COMMUNITY ACTION COALITION needs volunteers
to help in their warehouse sorting food and labeling
cans. Shifts available are Monday, Tuesday, and Friday
afternoons, and Wednesday and Thursday mornings and
afternoons. Must be able to bend, stoop, and push carts.
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CATHOLIC MULTICULTURAL CENTER needs
Food Pantry Volunteers on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Help guests shop and load needed groceries!

OPEN A WHOLE NEW ROAD TO
INDEPENDENCE! Learning to ride the
Madison Metro Buses can be confusing and
intimidating! The RSVP BUS BUDDY program
needs volunteers who are seasoned bus riders who
would like to teach others how to read the RIDE
GUIDE and take the buses. Take a ride with a new
rider a few times till they feel confident to ride
independently! Join us on BUS BUDDY outings
with groups of new learners from all sides of town
to places of interest around Madison!
CALL JAN AT 441-7891
RSVP VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS – WHERE
VOLUNTEERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

From Our Hands To Your Hearts – A Glimpse Into
RSVP’s Group Projects Program
‘Inspiration’ is a beautiful force and something that
catapults creativity, purpose, and expression in our lives.
It’s something that RSVP Group Project Volunteer, Karen
Laszewski, feels every day while knitting and crocheting.
Karen can knit for up to eight hours a day and never lose
her zest for the craft! She describes it as ‘painting with yarn’
and can create masterpieces with the small balls of yarn
and specialty yarn that is donated to the Group Projects
Program. Most knitters pass by these yarn bundles due
to their inconvenience or burdensome texture but Karen
is resourceful and can create beautiful, warm hats and
scarves from any yarn that is given to her. “I grew up in
a house that was always cold, so I have a personal mission
when it comes to helping others stay warm,” Karen stated.
She began with RSVP almost 10 years ago and has been
knitting and crocheting her way to 7,690 volunteer hours,
wearing out many knitting needles along the way. She is a
Homeworker with Group Projects. “I am so proud to be
part of RSVP. I’m sociable but don’t attend many groups
due to my own health. My heart is always there, however.”
From her home, she has knitted and crocheted thousands
of items that have been donated to the less fortunate
families throughout Dane County. She takes pictures of

each creation and has kept every Thank You Card sent to
her by the recipients of her hats, shawls, and scarves. She
pulls these cards out for periodic review to remind her
of how her creations improve the lives of those around
her. “This gives me reason to keep going,” she says.
“My Father, Staff Sgt. Harry O. Wells, Jr., was killed in
action during WW II. I was barely two…. To fill that
void, all my knitting and crocheting is done in my Father’s
honor. His mission was to protect and serve. My mission
is also to protect – protect as many community members
as I can from the coldness of Wisconsin winters. I want
anyone who gets something that I have made to know that
someone out there loves and cares enough to keep them
warm. I will never meet them, but in my heart, I know them.”
If you or anyone you know might like to join Karen’s
mission in helping to keep our community warm,
safe, and comforted, please contact Kate Seal, RSVP
Group Projects & Homeworkers Coordinator: 608310-7280 or kseal@rsvpdane.org. Whether you’re a
novice or expert quilter, sewer, knitter, or crocheter,
please inquire. All are welcomed and supported.

Karen Laszewski displays her hand-made items
and thank you notes.
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In Memory of Ellen Broeckert, 1952-2019
by Mary Dwyer

We sometimes don’t realize when the spirit of
kindness is present. It can operate under the radar, or
behind the scenes. It can come from people who aren’t
comfortable being recognized for their good deeds. Ellen
Broeckert was one of those people. Ellen, a longtime
and beloved volunteer at RSVP, passed away on April 16,
2019 at Agrace Hospice. Her many kindnesses live on.
Ellen became an RSVP volunteer after retiring
from successful careers in the health insurance and
banking industries. She exemplified the meaning of
“volunteer”: a person who freely and happily gives
time to help people. In her ten years with RSVP, Ellen
logged 1,980 hours of volunteer work. She was always
willing to do more, and found it impossible to say “no”.
Ellen volunteered as both an RSVP office assistant and a
Group Projects/Homeworker liaison. In the office she
could be found at the front desk, working on computer
reports, sorting mail, answering phones, processing
donations and greeting visitors. She became such a welcome
fixture that she was often mistaken for a paid employee.
As a Group Projects/Homeworker liaison, Ellen
worked with many volunteers who, working in groups
or individually, used their sewing, knitting and crocheting
talents to make comfort items for community members
in need. She would pack up her car with yards of
donated fabric and bags of yarn and hit the road,
delivering the supplies throughout Dane County. On
her return trips she’d pack up her car again, this time
filling it with handmade quilts, hats, scarves, and mittens.
These items would then be distributed to Dane Co.
organizations such as schools, hospitals, and faithbased organizations, to help their clients of all ages.
Ellen treated every volunteer with friendship and
respect. One of the group members said this about her:
“Ellen was so good to our group. We always
looked forward to seeing her. When she would
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visit... it was like visiting with our friend. We loved
hearing about her kids and grandkids. She always
asked about missing group members: were they
sick, on vacation, babysitting their grandchildren?”
Ellen was a devoted wife, mother, grandmother, and
friend. Her smile and her wit were infectious. She had a
love for life, and always kept on the move, whether it be
biking, kayaking, cross-country skiing, tennis, or pickleball.
There is a Native American proverb that says “We will
be remembered forever by the tracks we leave”. Among
many, many other things, Ellen will be remembered
for the countless tracks of kindness she left behind.

MEMORIALS AND TRIBUTES
Memorial and tribute gifts to RSVP are a meaningful way to honor someone special and to extend the services provided
by volunteers. Every dollar contributed allows us to enrich the lives of many children, families, and older persons.
CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO RSVP IN MEMORY OF
 Virginia Adler by Leroy Adler
 Ellen Broeckert by Patrick and Sandra Gerick
 Ellen Broeckert and Rose Marie Johanna Laufenberg by Margie Zutter
CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO RSVP IN HONOR OF
 Mark E. Skofronick by Lise Skofronick

Volunteers are the Heart of Hospice
Heartland volunteers offer companionship
and practical, compassionate help.

• Friendly Visits • Pet Visits • Vigil
• Veteran-to-Veteran visits • Clerical Support
The time, care and support provided by Heartland
volunteers greatly impacts our patients and their families.
Volunteer time commitments a◆e flexible.

Contact our Volunteer Coordinators
at 608-819-0033

Live well, feel safe, we’ve got you covered.
• Rehabilitation Services
• Skilled Nursing Care
• Assisted Living
• Independent Living

228 W. Main Street • Sun Prairie
608-837-5959

www.sunprairiehc.com

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952

We’ll help you every
step of the way.

Offering a continuum
of care for seniors:
> Independent Living
> Assisted Living
> Memory Care
> Rehabilitation
Call 608-663-8600 or email
madisonsales@oakparkplace.com.

718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718
oakparkplace.com/madison
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Jim Jenkins, President
Mick Maier, Vice President
Kelly Krein, Secretary
Jack Anderson, Treasurer

Karen Cunninghan
Angela Haskin
Carroll Heideman
Richard Hoffman

O

n Tuesday, May 14th, the City of Madison
Common Counsel presented a resolution
honoring Older Americans by making May
2019 Older Americans Month in the City of
Madison and urges every resident to take time
during this month to recognize older adults and
the people who serve them as valuable members
of the community. RSVP, NewBridge, and
the Coalition of Wisconsin Aging and Health
Group were honored with a proclamation.
"Whereas, in an era where 50 is the new
30 then it only makes sense that 90 is the
new 70, and 80 is the new 60; and, whereas,
older Americans are taking charge, striving
for wellness, focusing on independence,
advocating for themselves and others that it
is only befitting that the month of May we
celebrate the role of our elders in vitalizing our
families, neighborhoods, businesses, and lives..."

Tom Howells
Isabel Hubbard
Alison Koelsch
Mick Maier

LuAnn Paepke
Deborah Speckmann
Ex-officio:
Margie Zutter, Executive Director

