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T he word ‘quilt’ is from Latin origins, meaning ‘a stuffed sack’ (https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/quilt). Personally, I think of it more like a 

sandwich: a top layer (typically the most decorative), the middle layer (the ‘stuff’ 
that makes it warm) and then the base layer. Hence: quilt (noun) - a thing that 
covers us and warms us while we rest.   

However, in order to turn these three separate layers into one blanket, we must 
turn the noun ‘quilt’ into a verb. We must ‘quilt’ the ‘quilt’ by stitching through 
the three layers to hold them together.  Bind the edges and voila - the fusion of 
our craft! It sounds simple enough, but quilts are typically anything BUT simple. 
They take a tremendous amount of time to make and the effort involved in 
picking out patterns and color combinations is quite sophisticated.   

Quilts have been around since the 34th Century BC, and while they were 
originally more of a functional item for bedding, they have evolved into 
complex pieces of art, often with elaborate meanings.  Some are patterned to 
honor specific traditional milestones, like marriage.  Historically, they may have 
been sold to raise money for community or political efforts.  But personally, 
here at RSVP, we view our volunteer-crafted quilts as expressions of love and 
creativity, symbols of benevolence and comfort.  We feel that giving and 
receiving quilts is a grand gesture.  This is why we make them and donate them. 

All of the quilts that RSVP Group Projects volunteers create and donate are 
unique and special.  They all warm the hearts and 
bodies of community members who could use a 
little more warmth and comfort.  Specifically, our 
red, white and blue quilts are crafted to honor the 
patriotism that lies in the hearts of our local 
veterans.  We set aside our patriotic quilts for a very 
special group of people in our community.   

(continues on page 5) 

 

Patriotic Quilts 
By Kate Seal 

Audrey Boushon, 
RSVP volunteer, 
displays the Patriotic 
Quilt that she made.  

Patriotic Quilt made 
by RSVP volunteer Lea 
Gough  
 

(Left) Lea Gough in her 
Madison Studio 
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RSVP  Board Notes  

H ello everyone and 
welcome to the 

Summer issue of News 
Notes.  It's hard to believe 
that over 13 months have 
passed since COVID-19 
raised its ugly face, yet 
here we are moving 
forward with what we do 
best, following the mission 
of RSVP: ”Seeking to 
improve the quality of life 
for all Dane County 
citizens through significant 
volunteer service. “   
 
Committee participation is one way to help RSVP.  Committees form the 
backbone of RSVP.  Your talents are invaluable and provide a great source of 
information. Here is a list of RSVP Committees who would welcome your 
presence: Assessment Committee, Development Committee, Diversity 
Committee, Financial Oversight and Planning Committee, Grant & Funds 
Committee, Marketing Committee, and Personnel Committee.  RSVP is 
always in need of individuals with a variety of experience, skills and interest.  
If you need more information about serving on a committee, please contact 
Margie Zutter or Diana Jost to express that interest.  All committee meetings 
will be continued via Zoom until further notice. 
 
Volunteers form the nucleus of our services.  What better way to put your 
time and efforts to use.  Recommending someone to serve is valuable and 
the best source for recruiting new volunteers. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
put a strain on our volunteer base.  If you know someone who might 
volunteer and is willing to be contacted by our staff, please call Margie Zutter 
or Diana Jost. 
 
Speaking of our volunteers, many continued to provide their time and talent 
during the last 13 months.  We thank all of our volunteers who were able to 
serve as well as new volunteers who stepped up to help.   
 
RSVP staff has been working hard during the last 13 months also.  The next 
time you visit with or see a staff member, please thank them for what they 
do. 
 
Last but not least, thank you to all our donors and funders who have been 
supporting us during these difficult times. 
 
Richard 
 
Richard Hoffman 
President, RSVP Board of Directors 



QHZV�QRWHV 

From the Desk of... Margie Zutter 
Executive Director 
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E ach year, RSVP holds a 
Sweepstakes campaign to raise 

important funding to support our 
programs.  Last year, despite the 
pandemic, over $11,000 was 
contributed through this effort.  One 
of the challenging things about 
creating a sweepstakes appeal is to 
find enough prizes that would 
inspire people to donate.  This year, 
in addition to asking our board, staff, 
and others who have contributed 
prizes in the past, we sent an email 
message to our volunteers asking if 
they could help.  We received some 
gift cards and contributions for the 

cash prizes, and RSVP volunteer 
Renee offered to help secure prizes 
from businesses. She has a 
background in marketing and sales 
and has helped some other 
nonprofits with their fundraising 
efforts.  Renee made all the calls and 
alerted me to businesses that needed 
more information about RSVP.  She 
also picked up prizes and delivered 
them to our office.  

Due to the generosity of local 
businesses, Renee has transformed 
this year’s Out and About 
Sweepstakes to include more than  

 

 

 

 

 

 

100 wonderful prizes valued at 
almost $5,000.  Prizes include 
professionallymade quilts, an 
overnight stay at the Hilton                                      

                 (continued on page 4) 

  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.lpicommunities.com RSVP Dane County, Madison, WI A 4C 01-1477

MOVING or 
Overwhelmed by Too Much Clutter?

 
608-345-1942 
262-442-4200

Senior Move Specialists

Contact Jeff Parkinson to place an ad today! 
jparkinson@lpicommunities.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x5887
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(continued from page 3) 

Garden Inn, gift cards, cash,  a custom 
made bracelet, and a ride (plus stopping 
for lunch) in either a Ferrari or Austin-
Healy. Please see below for a detailed list 
of the Sweepstakes prizes.  Also, please 
look for your sweepstakes brochure to 
arrive in the mail in early July and consider 
making a contribution if you are able.   

In addition to securing prizes, Renee has 
created new partnerships with businesses 
including quilting shops who will alert 
their customers to give fabric, yarn, and 
sewing supplies to RSVP for our Group 
Projects/Homeworkers volunteers.  Thank 
you, Renee, for all your efforts and 
stepping forward at the perfect time!   

Gael Boyd (right in photo), 
Owner of Blue Bar Quilts, 
delivers a quilt kit 
sweepstakes prize to Kate 
Seal while touring the RSVP 
Group Projects/
Homeworkers Store Room.  

� 
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(continued from cover page) 

Just about every quarter, we get a request for these patriotic-themed quilts from Heartland Hospice’s Volunteer 
Coordinators.  These ladies present our intricate, flag-toned works of  cozy art to the veterans in their in-patient 
Hospice Care Program.  This idea was started by the Heartland Hospice Veterans Committee.  The veterans are 
given our quilts that their families will someday inherit in their honor and memory.  It is humbling to be a part of  
this noble and respectful tradition.   

RSVP of  Dane County’s Bus Buddy Program Teaches Inexperienced Bus Riders How to 
Open a Whole New Road to Independence. 

L imited transportation options are a big stumbling block to 
accessing many of the opportunities in our community.  Often 

seniors and people with disabilities are isolated because they are not 
able to drive or are afraid to drive in the city. Those that have never 
taken the bus, or have not in a very long time, can feel 
overwhelmed. People tend to not venture out or go places they may 
want to go. Teaching them to utilize public transportation helps 
increase independence, enabling them to get out, see other people, 
be involved, and go to a variety of events and locations. The Bus 
Buddy program was developed to help those 60 and over learn to 
navigate the Madison Metro Bus System.  RSVP’s Bus Buddy 
Coordinators meet with new passengers, teach riders about the bus 
system, routes, the bus stops nearest them, scheduling, transfers, 
accessibility (ramps, kneeling bus), and seating. They accompany the 
passengers on the first one or two trips and continue to accompany 
them until them they are comfortable to ride on their own. The 
coordinators provide them with the training and confidence they 
need to be able to use this low-cost transportation.   
 
The Bus Buddy Tour Program started in Aug of 2014 offering 
seniors the opportunity to learn to navigate the bus while creating a 
fun social outing for those involved. Not only do these trips help 
teach participants how to navigate the bus system, but these trips 
also facilitate the integration of all participants forming a wonderful 
community promoting friendships, support and understanding. 

The program was on hold during 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In 2021, the program will resume with 
two trips in September and October. Participants will be asked to follow any current COVID-19 safety 
guidelines. The Bus Buddy Program also offers individual training for those that prefer not to be in a large 
group.   

For more information, please contact Jan Karst by email Jkarst@rsvpdane.org or by phone 608 441-7891. 
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S eeking a way to volunteer together, Rick and Kathy 
Lyngaas eagerly responded to an ad they saw three 

years ago on the Nextdoor website for home-delivered 
meal drivers in the Fitchburg area.   This was a great 
opportunity for them to give back as a couple. Kathy 
was familiar with home-delivered meals because her 
mother received them, so she knew that recipients of 
the program not only received healthy, nutritious meals, 
but also some much-needed social interaction.   

The couple enjoys volunteering together and said it 
gives them a sense of doing a good deed. They enjoy 
developing relationships with the seniors they serve and 
connecting with clients who are isolated, especially 
during the pandemic. The couple emphasized that the 
volunteer role is very flexible and that the staff at the 
Fitchburg Senior Center is very supportive. Kathy said, 
“I would highly recommend trying volunteering as it is 
easy and a small time commitment.” 

In their spare time, the couple enjoys reading, 
gardening, taking exercise classes, and traveling 
together. Individually, they each pursue several 
interests. They have both volunteered in schools in the 
past, where they read to students. Rick is in his 45th year 
of selling real estate, and Kathy worked for the Madison 
Metropolitan School District as a speech pathologist 
and a school and district improvement specialist for 35 
years. She retired five years ago, after working for the 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction for five 
years helping to improve outcomes for low-performing 
students. 

 

Rick grew up in Madison, the oldest of five siblings. 
Kathy grew up in Monroe and also has five siblings. 
The couple met at UW-Madison where they both 
attended college.  They have two sons, one who lives in 
Minneapolis and the other in Milwaukee, and they have 
one granddaughter. 

Senior centers across Dane County use home-delivered 
meal drivers to help ensure area seniors receive the 
nutrition that they need to maintain their independence.  
This is a no-contact volunteer position where meals are 
dropped off at the recipient’s door.   Hours are flexible 
and mileage reimbursement is available. If you are 
interested in learning more, please contact Mary 
Schmelzer, Driver Services Co-Manager, 608-441-7896 
or mschmelzer@rsvpdane.org.  

� 
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Volunteer Drivers needed for Seniors & Veterans 
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— RSVP passenger 

For information on driving seniors: Mary Schmelzer, 
441-7896 or mschmelzer@rsvpdane.org 

For information on driving veterans: Lorrie Hylkema,  
238-7901 or lhylkema@rsvpdane.org 

Pay it Forward Now  

So it’s there for you tomorrow! 

Couple Gives Back to the Community 
By Kari Riley 
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Annual Volunteer Appreciation Lumcheon… 
A BIG Event is being planned for 2022! 

By Diana Jost 

D ue to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have been unable to host our Annual Volunteer Appreciation luncheon 
in 2020 or 2021.  We are busy planning a big in-person celebration in 2022 to honor RSVP’s 50th Anniver-

sary. Look for more information on this event soon.   
 
We want to thank all of our wonderful volunteers for all they do in our community, and especially want to honor 
our volunteers that would have received either the Length of Service Award (20 years of service) or the Presiden-
tial Award (4,000 hours of service) in 2020 and 2021.  Length of Service winners will be mailed their certificate in 
the mail, and will receive their pin at the 2022 event. Presidential Award winners will receive their certificate and 
pin at the 2022 event. Below is the list of 2020 volunteer award winners.  We will honor the 2021 award winners in 
our fall News Notes.   THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS! 

2020 Length of Service Award 
Winners: 

 
Marge Bucholz 
Mary Lee Eaton 
Marlene Gerner 

Robert W. Hoffman 
Lee Ihlenfeldt 

Margaret Jensen 
 

 
 
 

Ethel Lamboley 
Louise Maier 
Pat Osborn 

Suzanne Penfield 
Charles Rose 

 
 

 
2020 President’s Lifetime 

Achievement Award Winners: 
Betty Elsner 

Margie Krauskopf 
Francis C. Long 

Pat Osborn 
Mary Kay Palmer 

Doris Zweifel 

2020 Length of Service Award Winners: 

  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.lpicommunities.com RSVP Dane County, Madison, WI B 4C 01-1477

•  Visit us for our Open House 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Saturdays from 10am-1pm 

•  Controlled Access Entries
• Community Dining Room 
• In-House Beauty Salon
• Elevator Service 
•  Discounted Cable Packages
• Washers and Dryers Included 
• Professional, On-Site Management  

 

6530 Schroeder Road • Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 276-5785 

PrairieParkSenior.com | Live@PrairieParkSenior.com

Up to  3 Months Free Rent!

This project was supported, in part by grant number 90MPPG0041-01-00, from the U.S. Administration 
for Community Living, Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, D.C. 20201.

Concerned about Medicare fraud? 
Give us a call…

PROTECT your 
personal information

DETECT suspected 
fraud, abuse, or errors

REPORT suspicious claims 
or activities

Contact Jeff Parkinson to place an ad today! 
jparkinson@lpicommunities.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x5887
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Mercy Dollz 
By Kate Seal 

“Special Projects” in the RSVP Group Projects & Homeworkers 
Program are requests from nonprofit agencies for volunteer-crafted 
donations that are not common, like those routinely listed on our Request 
For RSVP Handmade Items form.   Special Projects are an exciting 
challenge, a break from the ‘norm,’ and often attract volunteers with 
specific skill sets. 
 
A recent special project of ours was requested by an international 
nonprofit agency called Mercy’s Light, through Infinitely More Life (https://
www.facebook.com/mercyslightfamily.).  Their mission is to turn 
TRAUMA into TRIUMPH in lives around the world. In Kenya, they 
specifically reach out to girls who are pregnant (often through trauma), 
abandoned and alone. They provide shelter, food, medical care, 
education, and life skills.    
 
The Mercy’s Light directors contacted RSVP to request help in creating 
prototypes and patterns for something they call Mercy Dollz.  They are 
currently teaching young Kenyan mothers-to-be how to sew, and sell 
Mercy Dollz as a way to financially support their young families.  While 
most of our volunteer-crafted donations stay right here in Dane County, 
there is an occasional exception, like this one, that helps a select group 
of individuals in a powerful way without taking away from our own local 
needs.   
 
Fortuitously, one of our hugely talented and artistic Group Projects 
volunteers has experience (and enjoys!) making dolls.  THANK YOU, 
Mary Miller, who accepted the Mercy's Light, Mercy Dollz Special Project 
challenge! Mary developed a pattern, templates, and four beautiful rag 
doll prototypes for Mercy’s Light to bring to Africa in the month of 
June.  We hope this gift brings great success to the women in Kenya.  
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Rukia will be helping young moms 
in Mobasa, Kenya, to learn how to 
make these dolls. 

Mercy Dollz designed and made 
by RSVP Volunteer Mary Miller 

To access the online survey go to: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DCAging_2022_2024 



QHZV�QRWHV 

� 

How do you stay connected to your students and school during a Pandemic?  
By Diana Jost 

Computer Buddy Zoom Party 

B HQMDPLQ�)UDQNOLQ�VDLG��³2XW�RI�DGYHUVLW\�FRPHV�RSSRUWXQLW\�´�7KLV�ZDV�YHU\�WUXH�IRU�RXU�VFKRRO�YROXQWHHUV�
WKLV�\HDU� 

 
:KHQ�WKH�VFKRROV�FORVHG�LQ�0DUFK�RI�������WKH�ELJJHVW�FKDOOHQJH�ZDV�KRZ�,QWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO�DQG�)RVWHU�
*UDQGSDUHQW��)*3��YROXQWHHUV�VWD\�FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�VFKRRO�DQG�VWXGHQWV��:LWK�OLWWOH�RU�QR�LQ-SHUVRQ�
OHDUQLQJ�LQ�DUHD�VFKRROV��ILQGLQJ�ZD\V�IRU�WXWRUV�WR�KHOS�ZDV�D�ELJ�FKDOOHQJH���0DQ\�WHDFKHUV�ZHUH�VWLOO�DGDSWLQJ�
WR�YLUWXDO�WHDFKLQJ�RU�K\EULG�PHWKRGV�RI�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�IHOW�WKH\�ZHUH�XQDEOH�WR�WDNH�D�YROXQWHHU�LQ�WKHLU�YLUWXDO�
FODVVURRP��� 
 
$�IHZ�,QWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO�DQG�)*3�YROXQWHHUV�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKHLU�WHDFKHU�DQG�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�
WKHLU�VWXGHQWV�RQ�=RRP��$OWKRXJK�VRPHWLPHV�D�FKDOOHQJH��LW�ZDV�DOVR�YHU\�UHZDUGLQJ�� 
 
9LUJLQLD�6FKROW]��)*3�YROXQWHHU�VDLG�³,¶P�JUDWHIXO�IRU�WKH�MR\�RI�VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�D�JURXS�RI�\RXQJ�SHRSOH��
�7KDW�LQFOXGHV�WKH�WHDFKHUV��ZKR�DUH�\RXQJ�WR�PH���7KLV�\HDU�ZH�³]RRPHG�ZLWK�D�8:�VWXGHQW�WHDFKHU�ZKR�LV�
FXUUHQWO\�OLYLQJ�LQ�KHU�KRPH�FRXQWU\��&+,1$��,�WKLQN�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�EH�RI�VSHFLDO�KHOS�WR�P\�³6WDU�
6WXGHQW´ �ZKR�ZDV�VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�UHDGLQJ��FRQFHQWUDWLRQ��EURNHQ�JODVVHV��D�GLVWUDFWLQJ�KRPH�VLWXDWLRQ�
�\RXQJHU�VLEOLQJV���DQG�D�WULFN\�LQWHUQHW�FRQQHFWLRQ�´ 
 
9LUJLQLD¶V�VWXGHQW��³7KDQN�\RX��JUDQGPD�*LQQ\��IRU�KHOSLQJ�PH�ZLWK�P\�ZRUN�DQG�GRLQJ�DOO�WKH�VWXII�\RX�
FRXOG�� 7KDQN�\RX�IRU�WDNLQJ�WKH�WLPH�WR�KHOS�XV�DQG�WHDFK�XV�WKLQJV��<RX�ZHUH�YHU\�SDWLHQW�DQG�NLQG�WR�DOO�RI�
XV��HYHQ�ZKHQ�ZH�ZHUH�EHLQJ�YHU\�GLIILFXOW��<RX�SXW�D�ORW�RI�WLPH�LQWR�WKH�VFKRRO� 
 
9LUJLQLD¶V�WHDFKHU�.ULVWLQ��³'HDU�*UDQGPD�*LQQ\� ,�$335(&,$7(�\RX�VR�PXFK��,�ZRXOG�1(9(5�KDYH�EHHQ�
DEOH�WR�WHDFK�WKLV�\HDU��RU�DQ\�\HDU��ZLWKRXW�\RXU�KHOS��<RXU�SDWLHQFH��HDV\-�JRLQJ�ZD\V��DQG�DPD]LQJ�LGHDV�
QHYHU�JR�XQQRWLFHG��,�KRSH�\RX�ZLOO�FRQVLGHU�MRLQLQJ�XV�QH[W�\HDU��%LJ�WKDQNV�DQG�YLUWXDO�KXJV����� 
 
)RU�YROXQWHHUV�WKDW�FRXOG�QRW�WXWRU�RU�PHQWRU�YLUWXDOO\�EXW�ZDQWHG�WR�FRQWLQXH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV��ZH�ZHUH�
DEOH�WR�RIIHU�DQRWKHU�ZD\�IRU�YROXQWHHUV�WR�VWD\�FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�VWXGHQWV�LQ�WKH�&RPSXWHU�%XGG\�3URJUDP��
7KH�&RPSXWHU�%XGG\�3URJUDP�LV�D�YLUWXDO�SHQ-SDO-W\SH�SURJUDP�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�ZDV�D�SURJUDP�WKDW�QRW�RQO\�
ZDV�DEOH�WR�FRQWLQXH�EXW�JUHZ�GXULQJ�WKH�SDQGHPLF��&RPSXWHU�%XGGLHV�LV�DOZD\V�D�ZRQGHUIXO�
LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO�SURJUDP�EXW�WRRN�RQ�D�VSHFLDO�PHDQLQJ�WKLV�\HDU��,W�EHFDPH�D�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�ZD\�WKDW�RXU�
YROXQWHHUV DQG�DUHD�HOHPHQWDU\�VWXGHQWV�FRXOG�KDYH�VRPHRQH�WR�VKDUH�WKRXJKWV��IHHOLQJV��DQG�LGHDV�ZLWK�GXULQJ�
WKLV�WLPH��6WXGHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�EXGGLHV�QRW�RQO\�HPDLOHG�WR�VD\�KHOOR��EXW�FKHFNHG�XS�RQ�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�DVNHG�
KRZ�HDFK�ZDV�FRSLQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�SDQGHPLF��GHFUHDVLQJ�WKH�IHHOLQJ�RI�ORQHOLQHVV�RU�LVRODWLRQ�IHOW�E\�ERWK��$W�WKH�
HQG�RI�HDFK�VFKRRO�\HDU��WKH�VWXGHQW�DQG�YROXQWHHU�EXGGLHV�PHW�IRU�D�SDUW\��+RZ�GLG�WKLV�KDSSHQ�GXULQJ�D�
SDQGHPLF"�2Q�=RRP��$ERXW����VWXGHQWV�DQG�YROXQWHHUV�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�VHH�HDFK�RWKHU��WDON��DQG�LQWURGXFH�WKHLU�
EXGGLHV�WR�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�FODVV� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(continued on page 14) 
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RSVP Calendar 

July 
Friday, July 23, 1-2:30 PM, Volunteer Zoom Event, Recognizing RSVP volunteers helping in    

nonprofits and public agencies  
Guest speaker Lauren Salzmann, Volunteer Coordinator at the Henry Vilas Zoo. 

August 
Monday, August 16, 1:30PM, RSVP Board Meeting. Sweepstakes drawing,  

contact Margie Zutter for Zoom link. 
August, Volunteer Zoom Event, Recognizing Foster Grandparent and  

Intergenerational Program Volunteers,   
Date and Guest Speaker TBA 

September 
September, Volunteer Zoom Event, Featuring September 11th Day of Remembrance. 

Date and Guest Gpeaker TBA 

F or many years Karl Stadler was the fix-it guy, the handy-man, the figure-it-out fellow, the go-to person for 
RSVP.  He came to us as a retired electrical engineer “with some practical abilities,” as he put it in 2006 

when he contacted RSVP before he even moved to Madison from Appleton, where he worked as a field engineer 
in the Turbine Department of GE Power Systems. He wanted to get a head start on lining up volunteer work so 
he could hit the ground running – which he did.  Karl installed a new railing , and he and his granddaughter, 
Sophia, also built a Little Free Library that stood outside the old CSCI building where RSVP had its office for 
many years. Although we couldn’t take the railing or the Little Free Library  with us when we moved, you can see 
some of Karl’s handiwork in our conference room. We still have some of the donated cabinets that Karl had 
refurbished for RSVP many years ago!  In addition to RSVP, Karl volunteered at CSCI, Porchlight, Agrace 
Hospice, Habitat for Humanity, and Habitat ReStore, serving 11,252 hours in fifteen years.   

Karl passed away on June 15th.  At his memorial service, Karl's family had a list of "Karl's Commandments" which 
he lived by in his own life.��Anyone who knew Karl would agree that he lived by each one of them!  

· Don’t buy it if you can make it (and you can make anything). 
· Don’t replace it if you can fix it (and you can fix anything). 
· Exercise (but don’t pay for it). 
· Work hard. Then take a shower. 
· Help others always 
· It’s what’s inside that counts. 
· Tell the truth, Period. 
· People are good. 
· Never get to thinking you’re better than someone else. 
· Express love.  
 
We are grateful for his service to RSVP and the community.  We miss you, Karl!   

Karl’s Commandments 
By Jan Karst 
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or e-mail 
us at info@rsvpdane.org – or you can 
reach individual staff 

numbers/e-mail 
addresses listed at right. In the event 
we’re not available at the time you call, 
our 24-hour voice mail will ensure you 

receive a prompt response. 

 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
Margie Zutter, Executive Director 
     663-7536, mzutter@rsvpdane.org 
Diana Jost, Assistant Director 
     441-1393, djost@rsvpdane.org 
Jack Guzman, Office Support  
                      Administrator 
     238-7933, jguzman@rsvpdane.org 
Krishna Sijapati, Accountant 
     441-7899, ksijapati@rsvpdane.org 
 
PROGRAM COORDINATORS 
Jan Karst, Community Connections   
     Coordinator 
     441-7891, jkarst@rsvpdane.org 
Vacant, Intergenerational/Foster  
     Grandparent Coordinator 
     441-7894  
Kate  Seal, Group Projects/ 
     Homeworkers Program Coordinator 
     310-7280, kseal@rsvpdane.org 
Mike Thomsen, Triad  Coordinator 
     441-7897, mthomsen@rsvpdane.org 

DRIVER SERVICES PROGRAM 
Mary Schmelzer, Driver Services       
                           Co-Manager 
     441-7896, mschmelzer@rsvpdane.org 
Steve Jaeschke, Driver Services   
                         Co-Manager 
     441-7892, sjaeschke@rsvpdane.org 
Robin Heilprin, Madison/Monona         
                         Ride Coordinator 
     441-7898, rheilprin@rsvpdane.org 
Kari Riley, Driver Services Program  
                  Assistant 
       310-7281, kriley@rsvpdane.org 
Lorrie Hylkema,Vets Helping Vets  
                          Coordinator 
      238-7901,  
      lhylkema@rsvpdane.org 
      vetshelpingvets@rsvpdane.org 
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Contact Jeff Parkinson 

to place an ad today! 

jparkinson@lpicommunities.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x5887
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Underground Railroad Quilts and Codes 
By Margie Zutter 

O n May 21st, RSVP’s monthly Zoom event 
featured Gayle M. Wanamaker. M.A. and her 

presentation on Underground Railroad Quilts and 
Codes.  Gayle is a retired special needs teacher, 
historian, preservationist, and fiber arts quilter in Ohio. 
She loves teaching the history of  quilts including 
Underground Railroad Quilts and Codes, and sharing 
stories of  her quilts embedded with family history and 
events. Gayle is a volunteer facilitator at Covia/Front 
Porch where she has taught programs on Beatrix 
Potter, Spiders, Halloween, Christmas and crazy 
quilting.  
 
I connected with Gayle by signing up for her two 
virtual Underground Railroad Quilt programs in 
February through Covia/Front Porch.  Afterwards, I 
contacted Gayle who was happy to be our guest 
presenter at no charge when learning that our May 
meeting would be honoring the over 200 Group 
Project/Homeworker RSVP volunteers.  Over 40 
RSVP volunteers and guests attended her Zoom 
presentation.  Gayle included information about the 
Underground Railroad and travel routes.  Through 
fourteen slides of  different quilt patterns including the 
Carpenter’s Wheel, Monkey Wrench, Log Cabin, Flying 
Geese, and Northern Star, she discussed the continuing 
debate about how these may have been used to help 
slaves escape through the creation and display of  quilts.  
Gayle also recommended the following books on the 
topic.  Some of  these are children’s books that can be 
shared with children or grandchildren.  (RSVP selected 
five to give away as “virtual door prizes” at this event): 
 
Lest We Forget:  The Passage from Africa to Slavery and 
Emancipation, by Velma Maia Thomas 
Follow the Drinking Gourd, by Bernardine Connelly 
Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt, by  
Deborah Hopkinson 
Aunt Harriet's Underground Railroad in the Sky,  
by Faith Ringgold 
Facts & Fabrications- Unraveling the History of  Quilts & 
Slavery, by Barbara Brackman 
A Path To The Civil War: Aurelia's Journey Quilt,  
by Sarah Maxwell and Dolores Smith 

Underground Railroad Sampler, by Eleanor Burns & Sue 
Bouchard 
 
Gayle also noted that Karen Biery is a great adult 
literature writer whose stories on the Underground 
Railroad are rooted in Hudson, OH which was an 
actual stopping point for the UGRR.  “I love her work, 
she is an amazing writer.”   
 
It is obvious that Gayle has devoted considerable time 
to researching this topic that is part of  our country’s 
history.  Thank you Gayle for your wonderful 
presentation!   
 
*Covia/Front Porch is a non-profit that builds 
community, while cultivating meaningful programs and 
experiences that respond creatively to creating an elder 
experience. This program connects virtual participation 
for adults 60+ living anywhere in the U.S. All programs 
are accessible by phone or on-line and are free to 
anyone living in the U.S. For a free catalogue of  classes 
please call 877-797-7299 or e-mail 
at coviaconnections@covia.org. 

Gayle Wanamaker 
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Need Help Paying Your MGE Bill? 
 
Madison Gas and Electric (MGE) would like to share some updates that may impact families who have 
fallen behind on their MGE bills. 
As you may know, on March 18, the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin lifted the disconnection 
moratorium, which means utilities can start disconnecting customers due to nonpayment. 
 
· MGE is not disconnecting residential customers at this time. 
· We recognize the hardship many of our customers continue to experience, and we are offering 

customers who contact us personalized payment plans that will help them avoid late payment charges 
and disconnection. 

· Without a payment plan in place, customers with past-due balances will be subject to late payment 
charges starting April 1 and could face disconnection in the future. 

 
For more information regarding personalized payment for outstanding balances, visit MGE 
online. https://www.mge.com/.../options/payment-arrangement... 
 
Information is available in three languages: English, Spanish, and Hmong. 
 
Residential customers can call us weekdays at (608) 252-7144 (English), (608) 252-7120 (Spanish) or (608) 
252-7033 (Hmong) between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. to set up their personalized payment arrangement. 
 
Residential customers may be eligible for additional financial support from our partner, Energy Services, 
Inc. (ESI). Customers can visit http://esiwi.com/ to verify their eligibility, schedule an appointment to 
speak with an ESI representative and apply for funds online. https://energybenefit.wi.gov/OnlineApps/
OnlineApp/Default#! 
 
They also can call ESI at (800) 506-5596. 
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We gratefully acknowledge donations received from the following individuals and organizations 

since our last newsletter, and extend our thanks to each for their generous support.  

Leadership Circle-$1000+ 
Michael J. and Barbara Foley 
Wayne and Barbara Halverson 
 
Patron  $500-$999 
Grant Gelhar 
 
Sponsor $250-$499 
Karen Cunningham 
Thomas Duter 
Tom and Muriel Howells 
 
Advocate $100-$249 
Palmer and Lydia Haynes 

Lori and Dick Kalnicky 
Alison Koelsch 
Kelly Krein 
Diane Muehlemann 
 
Partner $50-$99 
Hildegard Dorrer 
Deb Jameson 
Joan G. Lerman 
Gerald Maly 
Deborah Ann Speckmann 
 
Donor $1-$49 
Helen Dyer 

Linda France 
Amy and Art Keleny 
Ralph G. Spaulding 
 
In-Kind 
Dorit Bergen and 
   Jeannine Nussbaum 
Chris Bodon 
Mary Erickson 
Diane Greenberg 
Natalie Jorganson 
Larry and Joy Koth 
 
 

Lands End 
Lenice Lock 
Julie Meyer 
Kimberli Miller 
Sonia Ramirez 
Janet Roche 
Renee Rubin 
Dorothy Shapel 
Waunakee Neighborhood  
   Connections 
Kathy Welnick 
Tim and Karen White 
 
 

New Grants and Additional Funding 

I n April, RSVP was awarded a $1,000 grant from the Madison South Rotary Foundation for Group Projects/
Homeworkers supplies. In May, RSVP received a grant of $1,500 from the Endres Mfg. Company Foundation 

for Group Project/Homeworkers supplies. In June, RSVP was awarded $5,000 from the Evjue Foundation for 
RSVP and FGP programs.  
 
Thank you to the Madison South Rotary Foundation, Endres Mfg. Company Foundation, and Evjue Foundation 
for their support of RSVP volunteers! 

�FRQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��� 
 
One new opportunity, a new way to tutor, a new way to connect with area students was through literacy videos.  
Volunteers read stories using a platform called Caribu. The videos were recorded and housed on RSVP of Dane 
County’s Foster Grandparent YouTube site. The link was given to Dane County school principals and teachers.  
Teachers can share the videos with students during school time or can share the link with parents for students to 
listen to on their own time. You can check out the Literacy videos on our YouTube site. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDSSP-qCpE6Xg4C9oKIuYaA 
 
Larry Orr, FGP volunteer stated “ I enjoy reading stories to kids: this was true in the past as a parent and as a 
school librarian / media specialist, and true today as I read online to kids ages four to eight. I choose a book on 
Caribu and rehearse a couple of stories each week, and then record them.  I "ham it up" a bit (well, ok, a lot), as I 
have always found that kids love that.  I try to bring the kids into the reading, to read with me and to think about 
the things we read, mostly nature and personified animal adventures.  I don't get to see the kids' reactions, which 
was such a joy in my in-person FGP days and in my old libraries and at home, but I can imagine the reactions and 
promote positive responses, always encouraging the wonderful adventure of reading.” 
 
Although the 2020 and 2021 school years were a challenge in some ways, in many ways the Intergenerational and 
FGP volunteers learned new and innovative ways to continue to tutor, mentor, and make a difference in their 
student’s lives.  
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For some,  
self-direction  
is a new idea. 

At TMG, Wisconsin’s 
1st IRIS Consultant  

Agency, it’s all we do.

Para algunos,  
la autodirección  

es una idea nueva. 

En TMG, la 1a agencia  
consultora IRIS  
en Wisconsin,  

es lo que hacemos.

tmgwisconsin.com
(844) 864-8987

Local. Experienced. Resourceful.  •  Local. Experimentada. Ingeniosa.

Ask your Aging and Disability Resource Center about your long-term care options.

Pregunte en su Centro de Recursos para el Envejecimiento y la Discapacidad  
acerca de sus opciones de cuidados a largo plazo.

Contact Jeff Parkinson to place an ad today! 
jparkinson@lpicommunities.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x5887
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SUMMER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

VERONA SENIOR CENTER needs Front Desk Volunteers to help answer phones, greet guests, help register 
people for programs, meals, and rides.  They also need help with preparing meals for Meals on Wheels and drive 
thru meal pick-up. 
 
HENRY VILAS ZOO is now open and ready for action!  Volunteers are needed to be Gate Greeters at both 
entrances.  Meet the whole community and have fun outdoors, safely distanced and masked!  Carousel Crew 
volunteers are needed to help run the ride, clean off animals after each ride during COVID-19 times, and help 
welcome guests.  The Zoo Train is back in action and needs volunteer drivers, as well.  Safety protocols are in 
place and every day is an adventure! 
 
CATHOLIC MULTICULTURAL CENTER needs many volunteers from now through October to help with 
planting, weeding, and maintaining their Food Pantry Garden at the Emmett Schulte garden.  No experience 
necessary:  a garden coordinator will always be on site.  Sessions are mostly Monday and Wednesday evenings 5:30 
– 7:30pm.  Plenty of space for safe social distancing in the great outdoors!   
 
SECOND HARVEST FOODBANK needs volunteers to pack Food Pantry boxes at the main warehouse.  
Second Harvest is making prepacked boxes that get delivered to the Food Pantries so they can pass them out at 
drive thru pantries.  Safety protocols are in place and there is plenty of space for social distancing. 
 
ART AND LITERATURE LAB is a gallery and work space for creative artists and writers.  They need volunteer 
Gallery Greeters, Reception Staff, Administrative Support, and Photo Editing.   
 
If you are interested in any of these opportunities, please call Jan at:  441-7891 or email at:  jkarst@rsvpdane.org.   
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RSVP Volunteer Virginia Hefty: Made a difference for Dane County Neighbors in Need 
In memory of  Virginia Hefty, 8/12/1927 - 5/2/2021 

by Mary Schmelzer 

H ard work and kindness were Virginia Hefty’s 
middle names -- Hefty was raised by parents that 

modeled both attributes every day on their farm in Blue 
Mounds and instilled a strong work ethic in Virginia 
and her sister and brother. Virginia moved to Madison 
as a young woman to work and soon met her future 
husband, Alvin, at a dance.  After the couple married, 
they moved to the Hefty homestead outside of Mt. 
Horeb, where Alvin and his 15 siblings were raised on a 
Century Farm that has been home to the Hefty family 
for 120 years.  
 
Virginia and Alvin 
enjoyed many happy 
years together there, 
milking, farming, and 
raising their sons 
Dennis and Scott. 
Sadly the family lost 
Dennis to cancer in 
1959, when he was 
only 6 years old, 
leaving behind a hole 
in their lives. Alvin 
and Virginia, and later 
Scott, carried on, 
working the farm until Alvin passed away in 1999, 
when Scott took on the role. Virginia was blessed to 
have Scott, his wife Janice and their kids, Emily and 
Tim, sharing life on the farm in a home right next door 
to hers.  
 
Growing up, Virginia’s mother was the family 
seamstress and taught Virginia to sew and crochet when 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

she was 13 years old – lucky for us. She used those 
skills off and on throughout her life. In 1973, Primrose 
Lutheran Church’s quilt group started up and Virginia  
became a founding member, in fact she was the only 
founding member still active with the group.  It was 
RSVP’s lucky day, when the group joined the 
organization’s volunteer ranks in 2003, as they produce 
a couple dozen quilts to donate each month.   
 
Virginia was the primary quilt top maker  sewing over 

1,000 quilts tops, and 
over 1,000 lap robes.  
She also made baby 
and regular size 
afghans, stocking 
caps, and baby 
sweaters.  “I sew right 
in my kitchen, no 
fancy sewing room, 
just right in my 
kitchen,“ said Virginia 
in 2017.  “I just like 
knowing that 
something I do will 
help someone else,” 
added Virginia. 

 
Virginia was a big part of  RSVP, making thousands of  
quilts and afghans.  Her hands always seemed to be 
busy and her jokes made every gathering a 
memorable time. Virginia volunteered 25,471 hours 
since joining RSVP on 6/11/2003.  Incredible! We were 
honored and humbled to have Virginia share her talents 
with our RSVP family, and entire community. 
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M emorial and tribute gifts to RSVP are a meaningful way to honor someone special and to extend the 
services provided by volunteers. Every dollar contributed allows us to enrich the lives of many 

children, families, and older persons. 

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO RSVP IN MEMORY OF 

Virginia Hefty by Linda France 

Virginia Hefty by Deb Jameson 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO RSVP IN HONOR OF 

Richard Hoffman by Diane Muehlmann 

Margie Zutter by Amy and Art Keleny 

sssss 

Z^sW�K&���E���KhEdz͕�ϲϱϬϭ�tĂƩƐ�ZŽĂĚ͕�^ƵŝƚĞ�ϮϱϬ͕�DĂĚŝƐŽŶ͕�t/�ϱϯϳϭϵ 
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WELCOME New Volunteers 

W e enrolled 26 new volunteers from April, 2021, through May, 2021, serving in a wide variety of assignments 
throughout Dane County. Do you know someone who might like to volunteer? RSVP volunteers are our best 

recruiters as they spread the word about why they like volunteering and the need for more volunteers. Please pass this 
newsletter on to a friend or neighbor and tell them what RSVP means to you! 

Betsy Abramson 
Edward Barman 
Marnie Beebe 
Jan Brady 
Cindy Daggett 
Gretchann Dalgaard 
Courtney Demoe 

Lindsey Gennrich 
Jeffrey J. Haen 
Edmund C. Heskin 
Katherine P. Heskin 
Jay R. Hotchkiss 
Mark E. Klein 
Jeffrey A. Olson 

Terri L. Pombier 
Kevin C. Potter 
Leonard F. Rogan 
Mary Schwister 
Barbara Scott 
Pamela S. Tessman 
Anthony S. Truman 

Kay L. Truman 
Diane M. Venden 
Patricia Watson 
Ann C. Windsor 
Jeffrey S. Wise 
 

³:H�ZRXOG�EH�ORVW��ZLWKRXW�RXU�5693�YROXQWHHUV��IRU�VXUH��:H�DUH�VR�DSSUHFLDWLYH�RI�WKH�VWURQJ�FRUH�RI�
YROXQWHHUV�ZH�KDYH�DQG�WKH�LQIOX[�RI�QHZ�SHRSOH�ZH�KDYH�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�PRQWKV�WR�NHHS�XV�PRYLQJ�´�-�
9ROXQWHHU�&RRUGLQDWRU��$PHULFDQ�5HG�&URVV 
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We’ll help you every  We’ll help you every  
step of the way.step of the way.
Offering a continuum  Offering a continuum  
of of care for seniors:care for seniors:
>> Independent Living  Independent Living 
>> Assisted Living  Assisted Living 
>> Memory Care  Memory Care 
>> Rehabilitation Rehabilitation
Call 608-663-8600 or email Call 608-663-8600 or email 
madisonsales@oakparkplace.com madisonsales@oakparkplace.com 
718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718 718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718 
oakparkplace.com/madisonoakparkplace.com/madison

V

Volunteers are the Heart of  Hospice 
Heartland volunteers offer companionship 

 and practical, compassionate help.
• Friendly Visits • Pet Visits • Vigil 

• Veteran-to-Veteran visits • Clerical Support
The time, care and support provided by Heartland 

volunteers greatly impacts our patients and their families. 
Volunteer time commitments are flexible.

Contact our Volunteer Coordinators 
at 608-819-0033
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EĞǁƐ�EŽƚĞƐ�;^ƵŵŵĞƌ͕�ϮϬϮϭ͕�ĞĚŝƟŽŶ͕�sŽů͘�ϰϴ͕�EŽ͘�ϯͿ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŽĸĐŝĂů�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Z^sW�ŽĨ��ĂŶĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ͕�/ŶĐ͘� /ƚ�ŝƐ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ƋƵĂƌƚĞƌůǇ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�&ƌŝĞŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�Z^sW͘�Z^sW�ƐĞĞŬƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ůŝĨĞ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů��ĂŶĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�
ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘�DĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ŝƐ�ǀŽůƵŶƚĂƌǇ͘�tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ϲϱϬϭ�tĂƩƐ�ZŽĂĚ͕�^ƵŝƚĞ�ϮϱϬ͕�DĂĚŝƐŽŶ͕�t/�ϱϯϳϭϵ-ϭϯϵϳ͕�dĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ͗�
;ϲϬϴͿ�Ϯϯϴ-ϳϳϴϳ͕�&Ăǆ͗�;ϲϬϴͿ�Ϯϯϴ-ϳϵϯϭ͕��ŵĂŝů͗�ŝŶĨŽΛƌƐǀƉĚĂŶĞ͘ŽƌŐ͕�tĞď�ƐŝƚĞ͗�ǁǁǁ͘ƌƐǀƉĚĂŶĞ͘ŽƌŐ͘�EĞǁƐ�EŽƚĞƐ��ĚŝƚŽƌ�–�DĂƌŐŝĞ��ƵƩĞƌ͖�
�ĚŝƚŽƌŝĂů��ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ�–��ĂƌƌŽůů�,ĞŝĚĞŵĂŶ͘��ƌĞĂƟǀĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ďǇ�:ĂĐŬ�'ƵǌŵĂŶ͘��ƵůŬ�ŵĂŝůŝŶŐ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚ�ηϮϯϳϮ͘�� 

Board of Directors 
ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ�,ŽīŵĂŶ͕�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ 

>Ƶ�ŶŶ�WĂĞƉŬĞ͕�sŝĐĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ 

<ĞůůǇ�<ƌĞŝŶ͕�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ 

:ĂĐŬ��ŶĚĞƌƐŽŶ͕�dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌ 

<ĂƌĞŶ��ƵŶŶŝŶŐŚĂŶ� 

�ĂƌƌŽůů�,ĞŝĚĞŵĂŶ� 

DĞůǀŝŶ�,ŝŶƚŽŶ 

dŽŵ�,ŽǁĞůůƐ� 

/ƐĂďĞů�,ƵďďĂƌĚ 

:ĂŵĞƐ�'͘�:ĞŶŬŝŶƐ 

dŽŵ�<ƌĂƵƐŬŽƉĨ 

DŝĐŬ�DĂŝĞƌ 

�ŽŶŶĂ�DŽŶƚŐŽŵĞƌǇ�� 

�ĞďŽƌĂŚ�^ƉĞĐŬŵĂŶŶ 

DĂƌǇ�^ƚĂŵƐƚĂĚ 

�ǆ-ŽĸĐŝŽ͗�DĂƌŐŝĞ��ƵƩĞƌ͕�������������������������������������
�ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ 

 

INCLUSION STATEMENT 
 

RSVP is committed to a culture of inclusion and connectedness.  RSVP volunteers and staff come from many 

backgrounds, and this makes us stronger.  Individual differences, life experiences, knowledge, innovation, self-
expression, and talent that our volunteers contribute, represent the service and compassion we offer our 

community.   


