
 
RECTORY 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 310 
Adams, WI  53910 
 
Office Hours: 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
Weekend Mass Schedule 
All Masses have been 
canceled until further notice. 
 
Daily Mass Schedule 
All Masses have been 
canceled until further notice. 
 
Confession:   
Only by appointment. 
 
Parish Staff 
Fr. Francis X. Dias 
 
Parish Secretary 
Beth Griffith 
(608)547-1729 
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807 West Lake Street| Friendship, WI | 608-339-3485 | stjosephcc@frontier.com 

Welcome to St. Joseph’s Parish... 



Dear Parishioners and Friends in 
Christ, 
 
Today is the 7th and the last Sunday of 
the Easter Season. The feast of “The 
Ascension of the Lord”. Today, we 
have St. Luke's account of the 
Ascension as described in the First 

Reading of today from the Acts of Apostles. Jesus led 
his disciples as far as Bethany and we are told that on a 
mountain “As they were looking on, he was lifted up, 
and a cloud took him from their sight.” Then, they 
joyfully returned to Jerusalem praising God. There are 
two details worth noting in this description: Firstly, it 
took place in 'Bethany,' the place from which Jesus 
entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. Now it is also from 
Bethany that Jesus enters the 'heavenly Jerusalem' - the 
'dwelling place' of His Father. Secondly, the 'cloud' 
mentioned is no ordinary cloud. In the Old Testament, 
the cloud was a sign not only of the Father's closeness 
to His people but also of His presence. So, we are told 
that it is the Father who is at work in the Ascension of 
Jesus. 
 
“The Ascension of the Lord” is a special event in the 
life of Jesus and an important feast in the Church. How, 
therefore, do we look at it? What actually is the 
meaning of Ascension and what is its significance for 
us today?  
 
Firstly, Ascension is a glorification of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ and it was an event expected after his 
Resurrection. As a matter of fact, the Suffering & Death 
of Jesus, his Resurrection, his Ascension and Pentecost 
all form one unit, and they are inseparably linked with 
one another, each necessarily implying the other. We do 
watch games and sports and we often witness that when 
a team or a player wins, soon after the match is over, 
the key players of the winning team or the winning 
player is joyfully lifted up high by their supporters. It 
was the same with Jesus – Resurrection was his victory 
over sin & death – and immensely filled with joy, God 
the Father lifted him up to heaven in His arms – and 
this we call Ascension. Now that Jesus awaits us in 
heaven, his Ascension is the hope of our glorification 
and a guarantee to meet him in heaven. Moreover, 
Ascension is a setting stage for Pentecost – for a new 
heart, a new spirit & a new power of faith, a feast we 
will be celebrating next Sunday. When the Father took 
Jesus into heaven, He also made special provisions for 
his departure: He would send down the Holy Spirit. As 
the Gospel of Luke says: Jesus promised his disciples 
that they would be ‘clothed with power from on high.” 
 
Secondly, Ascension marks the end of Jesus' earthly 
work of redemption; i.e. Jesus stopped appearing to his 
disciples and was not with them any more in a physical 

sense. But it did not mean that the mission of Jesus 
came to an end. In the Scripture Readings of today, we 
hear that immediately before his Ascension, Jesus 
entrusted his mission to his disciples - “You will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea & Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” The same mission is now 
ours, both as individuals and as a community of 
believers - as the Church. The saving work begun by 
Jesus is now to be continued by the Church through us, 
her members. Jesus is present in the Church in a 
different manner; i. e. He is the invisible leader of the 
visible Church. From this day of Ascension onward the 
physical presence of Christ becomes sacramental, so 
that Christ can always be with us in the signs which we 
call Sacraments – Baptism, Eucharist, Reconciliation, 
Confirmation, Matrimony, Holy Orders and the 
Anointing of the Sick. In these Sacraments we are 
allowed to experience the presence of Christ while we 
are still on earth. 
 
To conclude, the feast of “The Ascension of the Lord” 
is the hope of our glorification and a guarantee to meet 
our Lord in heaven. It is a reminder of our salvation, a 
reminder that our true home is in heaven. So, today, we 
are challenged to look beyond this world to the destiny 
which we are to share with Christ in heaven. Thus, this 
world can only be a place of temporary refuge; a world 
of passage and not a world of permanence. But we are 
sometimes caught by the assumption that this is the 
only life there is.  
 
Moreover, this feast of the Ascension is also a reminder 
for all of us, not just of what awaits us when we die, but 
also what we need to do while still on earth alive. Jesus 
before his Ascension commissioned his disciples, and 
us too, to be his witnesses and carry out his mission to 
the ends of the earth till his return. A big task indeed. 
But before we can proclaim Jesus to others, our first 
task is to make sure that we make Jesus the Lord of our 
own hearts. This we can do by prayerfully reflecting on 
his words and by living according to his teachings and 
commandments. We have to make time to become 
more and more like Christ in everything. Then we can 
proclaim the Good News to others not only through our 
words and deeds, but also through our lives, so that 
Jesus will also reign in their hearts and one day we all 
will be with him in heaven.  
 
Happy Sunday! God bless you all!! 
 

 

Fr. Francis X. Dias, Pastor 

 

 



        Pope’s Prayer Intention    
May 2020 

For Deacons. 
That deacon, faithful in their service to 

the Word and the poor, may be an 
invigorating symbol for the entire 

Church. 
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Father Francis will offer Masses privately for 
these intentions. 

 
Tuesday, May 26th:  Saint Philip, Neri, Priest 
Mass Intention; 
To End Abortion by Pat & Larry Yunck 
 
Wednesday, May 27th:  Saint Augustine of 
Canterbury, Bishop  
Mass  Intention;   
To End Abortion by Marijana & Peter Jakopec 
 
Thursday, May 28th:  
Mass Intention; 
+Dolores Janda by Richard & Annette Steinke 
 
Friday, May 29th:  Saint Paul VI, Pope 
Mass Intention; 
Mark Bula’s Health by Dolores Bassetto 
 
Saturday, May 30th:   
Mass Intention; 
Darak Isaack, Krystyna Ann Giannopoulos health by 
Anna Bartram 
 
Sunday, May 31st:   PENTECOST SUNDAY 
Mass Intention; 
+Jozef Marek by Helen & Casey Marek 

Parish Contributions from  
March 22nd through April 28th, 2020 

Offertory: $0.00 

Money Sent into Parish: $6148.16 
Total: $6148.16 
  
Building Fund: $297.00 

During this time of uncertainty I am 
praying for you and your family.  May 
Jesus Christ protect you with his holy 
blood and may Mother Mary intercede for 
us.  I am in united with you all in spirit.   

 
May we continue to lift up 
one another in prayer 
during this difficult time.  
God Bless You.   
 
Fr. Francis X. Dias 

For Your Attention: 

Starting Monday, May 4th, the Church will be open 
from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays.  Those wishing may come 
at anytime for private prayer.  On Wednesdays and 
Fridays, there will be Eucharistic Adoration.  Father 
Francis will be exposing and reposing the Holy 
Eucharist.   

Social distancing needs to be abided by, which 
includes six feet distancing, no congregating in the 
Narthex or anywhere in the church.  Masks are 
recommended, but not necessary.  Only ten people 
are allowed in the church at a time, so please be 
respectful of others who may be waiting.  NO ONE 
is to go near the altar, confessional, servers’ room or 
the sacristy area.  Please follow these rules, and the 
Church can remain open. 

Thank you to everyone who has mailed 
their weekly/monthly contributions to the 
Rectory during this time. 

If and when you come to the church for 
private prayer time, a collection box is in the 
narthex of the churchfor you to place your weekly 
Mass offering/envelops. 

Thank you to the people 
who helped finance an 
upgrade to the parking lot 
lights at church.  This will 
improve security and safety 
for all.   

 
St. Joseph’s is truly grateful  

for your act of charity. 



ST ANN ORATORY - BROOKS, WI 
Pastor: Rev. Francis X. Dias 

Reminder: Novena for Pentecost  
A Novena consists of praying a prayer 
during a period of nine days for a 
specific intention. The Pentecost 
Novena in honor of the Holy Spirit is 

the oldest of all novenas since it was first prayed at 
the direction of Our Lord Himself when He sent His 
Apostles back to Jerusalem to await the coming of the 
Holy Spirit on the first Pentecost. This Novena is 
addressed to the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity 
as a powerful plea for your personal intentions. Take 
this opportunity to come to know the Holy Spirit in a 
much deeper way and allow Him to guide, strengthen 
and console you.  
Pentecost Novena Dates: The Pentecost Novena will 
be prayed from Friday, May 22, through Saturday, 
May 30. Sunday, May 31, is the Feast of Pentecost. 
The simple Novena Prayer Card and short Reading 
for each of the nine days can be downloaded at 
diolc.org/deeper.  

A reminder to all who 
attend St. Ann Oratory: 

Masses have been canceled 
starting March 20th until 

further notice. 

PRAYER TO ST. CORONA  
IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC:  Lord Jesus Christ, You came into this world for our salvation.   Look kindly on us now, we pray, that we, and all those who serve You, might b kept safe from this pandemic. Heal those who are sick, comfort the suffering, bring back those who have gone astray, and above all, increase our faith, O Lord. Give us the grace to follow Yu and, like the martyr St. Corona, who gave her life for love of You, to take up our crosses daily without fear or hesitation.  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy on us an on the whole world.  

St. Corona, patroness of pandemic victims, 
pray for us. 

The bishops of the United States of America re-
consecrated the American people to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on May 1st.  Bishop 
Callahan prayed this prayer from the 
Cathedral: 
 Most Holy Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, you 
are the fairest fruit of God’s redeeming love:  you sing of 
the Father’s mercy and accompany us with a mother’s 
love.  In this !me of pandemic, we come to you, our sign 
of sure hope and comfort. 
 Today, we renew the act of consecration and entrustment 
carried out by those who have gone before us. 
 With the love of a Mother and Handmaid, 
embrace this diocese which we entrust and consecrate 
once again to you, together with ourselves and our 
families. 
 In a special way we commend to you those 
par!cularly in need of your maternal care.  Mary, Health 
of the Sick, sign of health, of healing, and of divine hope 
for the sick, we entrust to you all who are infected with 
the coronavirus.  Mary, Mother of Consola!on, who 
console with a mother’s love all who turn to you, we 
entrust to you all those who have lost loved ones in the 
pandemic. Mary, Help of Chris!ans, who come to our 
rescue in every trial, we entrust to your loving protec!on 
all caregivers.  Mary, Queen and Mother of Mercy, who 
embrace all those who call upon your help in their 
distress, we entrust to you all who are suffering in any 
way from the pandemic.  Mary, Seat of Wisdom, who 
were so wonderfully filled with the light of trust, we 
entrust to you all who are working to find a cure to this 
pandemic.  Mary, Mother of Good Counsel, who gave 
yourself wholeheartedly to God’s plan for the renewing 
of all things in Christ, we entrust to you all leaders and 
policymakers.  
 Accept with the benevolence of a mother the act 
of consecra!on that we make today with confidence, and 
help us to be your Son’s instruments for the healing and 
salva!on of our country and the world.  
 Mary, Mother of the Church, you are enthroned 
as queen at your Son’s right hand:  we ask your 
intercession for the needs of our country, that every 
desire for good may be blessed and strengthened, that 
faith may be revived and nourished, hope sustained and 
enlightened, charity awakened and animated; guide us, 
we pray, along the path of holiness. 
 Mary our Mother, bring everyone 
under your protec!on and entrust everyone 
to your beloved, Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 



Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that You 
are present in the Blessed Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 
and I desire You with all my heart. 

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already in my heart 
and unite myself to You completely. 

Please do not let me ever be separated from You. 
Amen. 
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Electrical Contractor

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

715.423.8440 715.423.8440 
econ@econelectric.com 

MO’S BAR & GRILLMO’S BAR & GRILL
1348 State HWY 13

Friendship, Wi

608-564-1272608-564-1272
Spot 
in the 
Woods

608-339-6358
1940 17th Court • Friendship

Lancour’s Greenhouse
Open 9-5 May & June

Annuals 
Perennials 
Hanging Baskets

1451 11th Ave, Friendship, Wi 
Parish Members    608-548-4929

Contact Kena Owen to place an ad today! 
kowen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5876

608-548-6900608-548-6900
beatazimon.com
Mówię po polsku.

Beata Zimon-Franczyk
104 W State St., Mauston WI
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Dellwood Plumbing 
Heating & Air Conditioning
28 Years of Experience

608-339-3734 
Arkdale 

www.dellwoodph.com

 

2563 5th Ave 
Grand Marsh

www.milksource.com

FOUR SEASONS  
MINI MART

Friendly & Convenient  
one Stop Shopping

The Best Fried Chicken on the Lake 
Full line deli • Ice cold beverages 

Lottery • Gas

339-7894 
2332 County Rd. Z • Friendship, WI

LAKE & COUNTRY SPECIALISTS SINCE 1960

GORDON WHITEMARSH
608-339-9001    608-547-0468
e-mail whitemarshrealty@gmail.com

100 N. Main Street • Adams WI
www.gordonwhitemarsh.com

Rosemary Pittsley - Agent
500 Main Street 
PO Box 409 
Friendship, WI 53934

608-339-6424
 

Walk in, Mail in, Call in, Click in

AUTO • FIRE • LIFE • MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS 
AND LONG TERM CARE

Karen & Bill Miller 
Parish Member 

1884 County Rd. N 
Friendship, WI 

(608) 339-9427

Auto • Home • Business • Life 
Call us for a quote today. 

Craig Murphy 
Murph’s Insurance Agency LLC
356 S Main St. • Adams, WI 53910-9520 

www.murphsinsuranceagency.com 
crmurphy1967@gmail.com

608-339-4112
S882 Not all companies are licensed or operate in all states. Not all products are offered in all 

states. Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and territory information.

Live, Learn & 

 Lead in Faith!

(715) 422-0900

445 Chestnut St.
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494   

www.assumptioncatholicschools.org

ASSUMPTION 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 3 Locations to serve you 

Adams • Oxford • Grand Marsh
A branch of Oregon Community Bank 

608-339-7722

Helping Families Since 1912

512 Main Street, Friendship, WI 
608.339.3551 

www.roseberrys.com

Contact Kena Owen to place an ad today! 
kowen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5876

www.GMJAutomotive.com

230 W Liberty St. • Adams 
608-339-3834

Your Old-Fashioned, Full 
Service Hardware Store

608.339.6311 
225 W. North St., Adams WI
www.aceofadams.com

608-339-6447 
669 Main St., Friendship, WI
Full Service Floral Design 

Studio • Gift Shop • Plants/ Home Décor
www.anchorfloral.com

For more info, contact:
Lisa West

Executive Director
l.westnstar@gmail.com • 608.339.7600

north-starservices.com
                 @ North Star Service, Inc.
450 E. State Street • P.O. Box 1068

Adams, WI 53910
North Star Services is a private, non-profit organization that promotes independence &

enhances the quality of life for Adults and Youth with developmental and Cognitive disabilities. 
We care for the aging, for the emotional/behavioral, for the injured and for Veterans.

BUILDING THE HOME 
YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED 

HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY.

608.339.7888

We would like to Thank  
St. Joseph Parish for 

trusting us to build their 
New Rectory & Offices!

1553 11th Dr., Friendship, WI 
Model Homes Open Daily

www.terracehomes.com

 

Serving the Greater Adams County Area 
M-F 7am to 3pm Sat-May thru September 

 
(608) 339-9178 | 1420 Hwy 21 • Friendship, WI 
www.co.adams.wi.us/departments/solid-waste-recycling

• Residential & Business Waste & Recycling Pick-Up 
• Small & Large Dumpster Rental & Disposal

608-747-2200

104 Lodge Lane
Mauston, WI

Join us for Sunday Brunch 
from 10:00am - 2:00pm

Join us for Dinner! 
Tuesday – Saturday 4:30PM to close

Norm Rabl Parishioner

MOBILE HOME PARK/CAMPING/OPEN ALL YEAR 
Garages • Gardens • Snow Plowed

608-547-2561
n75crabl@hotmail.com

Only 2 miles from Adams on Cty M

Large Wooded “DESTINATION SITES”  Now Open!


