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MASS SCHEDULE
WEEKEND
Saturday
5:30pm (Anticipation)
Sunday
8:30am, 10:30 am,
5:30pm

WEEKDAY
Tuesday
5:30pm
Wednesday
8:00am
Thursday
5:30pm
Friday
8:00am

CONFESSION
Saturday & Sunday
4:00pm or by appointment

Welcome, Visitors!
We are so glad you’re here. If you’re
interested in becoming a member or

learning more about the Catholic Church,
please contact Melinda Rivelli at

mrivelli@sjoa.org. 

Matthew 15:28

Image credit: Johann Friedrich Overbeck, The Canaanite Woman

Then Jesus said to her in reply, “O, woman, great is your faith! Let it
be done for you as you wish.” 

And the woman’s daughter was healed from that hour.



WHO WE ARE2

OUR MISSION
St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church is a community
gathered in Jesus Christ. We welcome all people and
provide them opportunities to know God, grow in
faith, and use their gifts to serve others. 
Through Word, Sacrament, Prayer, and Service, we
honor our tradition as we extend our ministry to each
new generation.

Pastor: Fr. Thomas Schliessmann
Ext. 1118 | tschliessmann@sjoa.org
Emergency phone: 463-224-2430

Deacon: Deacon Mark Henry 
mhenry@sjoa.org

Principal: Nancy Kmiecik
Ext. 1114|nkmiecik@sjoa.org
Business Manager: Meghan Archer
Ext. 1110 | marcher@sjoa.org
Director of Music: Lee Barlow
Ext. 1121| lbarlow@sjoa.org
Coordinator of Religious Ed: Stephanie Engelman
Ext. 1124 | sengelman@sjoa.org
Parish Secretary: Adele Kirk
Ext. 1112 | akirk@sjoa.org
Bookkeeper: Audrey Nollet
Ext. 1111 | anollet@sjoa.org
Pastoral Associate: Melinda Rivelli
Ext. 1116 | mrivelli@sjoa.org
Finance Director: Karen Tierman
Ext. 1123 | ktearman@sjoa.org
Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Erich Wiitala
Ext. 1125 | ewiitala@sjoa.org

CLERGY

PARISH STAFF

OUR STAFF 

As I return to seminary, the inevitable
question I face is “How was your summer?” I
wanted to take a moment to share fruits of
my time at St Joan of Arc with you.

#1 -  SJOA is an energized, multidimensional
parish. One of my goals this summer was to
plunge into the various activities happening at
SJOA to understand parish life in this unique
corner of the world. Typically, parish life slows
down in the summer, but not here. At times I 

by Seminarian Hayden Merkel

found myself triple booked! Sadly, I have not perfected trilocation. The list
of all the happenings I attended at SJOA would double the length of this
article! All this to say, take a moment to see all the things in the bulletin
and in the weekly email blasts. There is a depth of Christian life here at
SJOA, and we want you to be a part of it!

#2 -  SJOA has dedicated and intentional Christians at her core. When I
paused to recollect my daily blessings, I realized SJOA is SJOA because of
the people, pastor, and staff who all consider SJOA home, a family, and
their community. If you do not think you have a place at the parish, are
not involved, or simply do not know what your gifts are, please reach out
to the office. This is a church desiring to bring out the best in worship,
virtue, education, giftedness, and Christian fellowship - St Paul would be
proud!

#3 - The Holy Spirit is alive at SJOA. Stemming from my first and second
points, SJOA has a lot of life because parishioners, the pastor, and staff
are saying “yes” to the Holy Spirit knocking on their hearts. In many ways
the staff loves the drive of parishioners because the identity of SJOA
comes from within. If you have an inspiration, conviction, or
consideration, choose not to ignore it. In trust and faith, 3, 2, 1… act!

BONUS - Thank you to all who invited me to your homes, the staff who
valued my input, Fr Tom allowing me to be his shadow, and the parish for
welcoming me. Earlier this summer after prayer with parishioners, I went
to the church at night for a convo with Christ. I knelt and began shedding
tears of thanksgiving. My heart was bursting from the glimpse of this
beautiful life I am discerning! THANK YOU for your impact on me and my
“yes” to the priesthood. Remember y’all are worth dying for – Christ
proves it! 

W H A T  I  L E A R N E D  T H I S  S U M M E R
S E M I N A R I A N ’ S  C O R N E R

Recent Youth Ministry Events

High School Bible Study
Indians Game

Kings Island



Middle- & High-School Youth Ministry Meetings
Sunday, August 16 & 23

Parish Office Lower Level

Edge: Middle School                 3:45-5:20pm
High School                           6:30-8:15pm

Contact Erich Wiitala at 317-283-5508, ext. 1125 or
 ewiitala@sjoa.org with questions.

We are pleased to offer an additional adoration hour on Tuesday
mornings! As such, adoration at SJOA now takes place: 

Tuesdays : 6:00-8:00am
Wednesdays: 7:00-8:00am
Thursdays: 6:00-7:00am, 8:00-10:00pm
Fridays: 3:00-4:00pm (1  Fridays noon-5)st

We would like to further expand our adoration hours to include
Thursday mornings from 7-8am. If you are interested in being a
committed adorer for that hour, please contact Matt Duffy at
matt.duffy.12@gmail.com.

Learn more/register:

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19
MCGOWAN HALL

1305 N. DELAWARE STREET

DOORS OPEN AT 6 PM
TALK STARTS AT 7 PM

Register children ages 4 through 8th grade for Sunday 
faith formation. Classes start Sept. 20. Children hoping to
receive First Communion in second grade must have two
years’ formation, either at the school or in Sunday Faith
Formation. 

Confirmation Registration Now Open
Do you have a son/daughter entering 7th - 12th grade
who has not yet been Confirmed?
 

Join us this year in our Confirmation program!  Follow
the QR to register.

         First Communion Registration Now Open

       Is your second grader excited to receive First Reconciliation
and First Holy Eucharist this year?  Follow the QR to register. 

Contact Stephanie with questions: sengelman@sjoa.org
 .

HAPPENING THIS WEEK 3

Join us in the parish office lower level for a group
discussion and evening of prayer with the film "A
Man for All Seasons", a beloved . classic film about
the life of Saint and martyr Thomas More, who
followed his conscience even when it meant being 

Culture & Community Movie & Discussion:
A Man for All Seasons

Thursday, August 20, 6:00-9:00pm 

executed by the hands of the state. Film will begin playing at 6:10
p.m. or as soon as 5:30 Mass is over with discussion and prayer to
follow from 8:15-9 p.m. You're welcome to watch the film in your
own time and just join for the discussion and prayer, or just the
film.Contact: Questions? Contact Charlie Wessel 317-690-8368.

 A New Hour of Adoration!

Children’s Faith Formation Registration Now Open

Food & Prizes Needed for Senior Luncheon

We are in need of food and prizes for our next Senior
Luncheon on Friday, August 21. Items can be dropped off
the day before or that morning. Follow the QR to sign up.

VOLUNTEER PAINTERS NEEDED
   Painters are desperately needed to help paint the church
basement, which will be utilized for Catechesis of the Good

Shepherd, children’s faith formation that will be offered to many of
our younger parish and school students. 

If you can help, contact Chris Foye at 317-677-6967

Stop in, or sign up for an hour here
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This feature-length documentary narrated by
acclaimed actor Martin Sheen tells the true story of
an American priest who was murdered for refusing
to abandon his people. Born on an Oklahoma farm,
Father Stanley Rother left to serve the Indigenous
Tz’utujil people of Santiago Atitlán, Guatemala,
during the country’s brutal civil war. Immersing
himself in the life of the community, he learned their
language, shared their suffering, helped translate the
New Testament into  Tz’utujil  and became  a beloved

               The French Market Bake Sale needs your help.

              Calling all bakers, cooks, chefs, and kitchen creators.
               Please make a baked good for the Bake Sale Booth.

What to make:
Cookies, Cupcakes, Candies, Breads, Brownies, Fudge, Pies,

or Bars. Vegan is welcome as well.
Each item helps us to showcase our St. Joan of Arc to the
French Market audience. You may plan to drop off your

goodies the day of the event Saturday September 12 at the
Bake Sale Booth in Doyle Hall (aka the gym). We will be there

from 9:00am on.

Considerations: please label or let us know if your item
contains nuts. Please, no refrigerated or cooler items.
Not a baker? Please ask a friend to bake a donation!

Contact Al Seidel: mrphat40@gmail.com or 317 502 6060
(voice, text or message) for any additional information or

questions.

Thank you for your help.

spiritual father to the people he served. As violence and
persecution closed in, Father Stan became convinced that “the
shepherd cannot run,” and he returned to Guatemala from the 

American Martyr: The Stanley Rother Story
In theaters August 25-27

 U.S. knowing it could cost him his life. Only months later, masked gunmen
broke into his rectory and murdered him. “American Martyr” reveals the
witness of Blessed Stanley, whose courage, sacrificial love and unwavering
faith continue to inspire audiences around the world. Follow the QR above
for show times. 

Help Wanted: Livestream Team
Did you know? SJOA livestreams one Mass each week, and ONE volunteer
does it all! She’d love some help! Thus, we are looking for people willing to

livestream some of our Masses and/or speakers. If interested, please
contact Karen Blackwell Smith at kbwellsm@earthlink.net

Do you have a child in need of Baptism? 
To learn more about Baptism of infants or children under the
age of 7, visit sjoa.org/baptism to start the process. If you have
an older child in need of Baptism and interested in joining the
Catholic Church, please contact Stephanie Engelman at
sengelman@sjoa.org. Classes will begin soon for these older
children!

mailto:kbwellsm@earthlink.net
mailto:kbwellsm@earthlink.net
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Gospel Meditation

5

MASS INTENTIONS
Tuesday, August 18     ..................

Wednesday, August 19  ............

Thursday, August 20   ...............

Friday, August 21    ..................

Saturday, August 22  

                   5:30 pm   ................                       

Sunday, August 23 

Carmen De Gonzalez

Myra Stemnock

Richard Toumey

Intentions of Kathleen Bender

IIntentions of Lt. Col. Nathan & Mrs.

Kate Folgurt

8:30 am         ..................

10:30 am       ..................

5:30 pm         ..................

Parishioners of St Joan of Arc

Intentions of Elaine Alvarez 

Samuel G. Blandina

AND FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY:
Sgt. Dylan Barnett; P.O. 1st Class Matthew Collier; PFC Ben
Cotton; LCDR Matt Deitchle; P.O. 2nd Class James Fisher,
LCDR Kurt E. Davis; Col. Rocknee Gardner; P.O. 2nd Class
Eileen Grosvenor-Jarp; Sgt. Jonah Hollis; Sgt. Josiah Hollis;
PFC Jonas Hollis; Marine Jonathan Price, Maj. Kevin Zander. 

 
Kim Bach; Amy Beaupre (Karen Roberson’s Sister); Mary
Ellen Bibeau; Sam Blandina; Mable Brown; Beth
Brockelman; Marisa Broka, Frederick Bullard; Gonzalo
Chavez-Quijada.; Katie Cleary; Kelly Colen; Ella Comer; Judd
Cromer; Ellie Davis; Mary Ellen Diemer; Elizabeth Dion;
Yolanda DiPietro; Gregg Dwyer; Trish Dyer; Siara England;
Jack Fife; Dr. Marc Frost; Brian Gaddie; Erline Gaines; Rita
Gatzemeyer; Gail Gerlach; Owen Griffith; Betsy Harvey;
Noreen Hazeur Williams; Terry Hines; Susie Hoffman; Doris
Hogan; Cindy Hooley; Patty Hughes; Jesse Hurst & family;
many members of the Irwin Family; Matt Hutton (John
Cornelius’ nephew); Dee Janik; Harley Janssen; Dalaena
Johnson; Pat Jones; Dorothy Klineman; Jim Leahy; Diana
Lee; Jim Maher; Tim Maher; Jessica Martin (Daughter-in-law
of Deborah Capuano); Melissa Mates (John Cornelius’
sister); Marnie Mattek; JoAnn McDaniel; Barbara McNamara;
Carole Miller; Sharon Montieth; Daniel Muller; Joseph,
Estefana, and Patty Ochoa; Teresa O’Connel; Thecla
O’Donnell; Rob Ohlemiller; Michelle Oesterling: Paul Orth;
Steve Pavicich; Sharon Pence; Angee Poe; Mike M. Pointer;
Barb Rainbolt; Eric Renner; Kathy Riland; Kim Rivelli; Mary
Roy; Devin Ryan; Dave Schermerhorn; Molly Seidel; Beth
Sellers; Frederick Selm; Helen Setmeyer; Christina Shedrick;
Fred & Polly Shell; David Shelton; Elizabeth Simmons; Fr.
Greg Spencer (Friend of Fr. Tom); Maison Steffe; Terry
Stencel; Tony and Cecilia Strigari; The Thornburg Family;
Kay Timper; Jeanetta Torence; Nancy Turner; Joe Wainscott;
Chris Webb; Carole Williams; Jane Williams; Karen Williams;
Steve Winchester; Luba Winship; Mick Wisniewski; Valorie
Woods (new additions are in bold)

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK & HOMEBOUND:

HELP NEEDED UPDATING THE PRAYER LIST  
Please email Melinda at mrivelli@sjoa.org with updates!

FREE CATHOLIC BOOKS, MOVIES, & MORE! 
For the best Catholic content around, tap into your free

Formed.org subscription. Books, movies, and more for people of
all ages! Just indicate St. Joan of Arc as your parish to access your

membership.
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REGULAR OFFERTORY 
Scan here to donate to the regular offertory or text
“give” to 833-726-6484.  Thank you!

Rosary for Life (every third Saturday)
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, NOON SIGN UP TODAY TO HELP AT FRENCH MARKET

French Market is our parish’s biggest fundraiser!
Please sign up today to help make this year’s
Market the best one yet!

FINANCIAL CORNER

Babies & Bagels/Tots & Tea 
Bring your little ones for snacks, playtime for kids, and
conversation for caregivers. Stop by the community garden
any time between 10 am and noon. In case of rain, go to the
parish office lower level.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 2 10:00AM - NOON

Fraternitas House Breakfast at Liter House
Dads, come grow in faith with like-minded men. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 6:30-8:15AM

Senior “Picnic” Luncheon
RSVP to akirk@sjoa.org, 317-283-5508 x1112

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 11:00-1:00PM

French Market Coffee & Donuts 
Volunteer signups will be available, with French Market
committee volunteers on hand to answer your questions. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, AFTER 10:30 MASS

Theology on Tap (see page 3)
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 7:00PM 

Catholic Business Exchange Breakfast at Liter House
Join Catholic Business Exchange for breakfast and a talk by
Paul Kobylarz, founder of Perigon Leadership & corporate
chaplain. Visit catholicbusinessexchange.org to register.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 7:00AM-9:00AM
Culture & Community Movie & Discussion (see p. 3)
THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 6:00PM-9:00PM

French Market at SJOA 
Mark your calendars! Tell your friends! 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

Middle School Youth Ministry (see page 3)
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 3:45-5:20PM

High School Youth Ministry (see page 3)
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 6:30-8:15PM

OCIA begins (see p. 4)
TUESDAY, AUGUST 25

Mass for the Season of Creation at IHM (see page 5)
TUESDAY, SEPT. 8 5:30PM

St. Carlo Acutis Parent Network Kickoff 
(see flyer top right)

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

Children’s Sunday Faith Formation Begins (see page 3)
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 9:00AM

SJOA Class of 1976 Reunion

The SJOA Class of 1976 invites any- and everyone who was ever a
member of our class to join us for our 50th reunion celebration at
the French Market on Saturday, September 12, 2026. There will be
opportunities to participate in school or church tours, Mass, a class
photo, and an evening celebration For more info and to be added to

our list, please contact Mary Gallagher by email at
megindy@hotmail.com or by phone/text at 317.509.6721. 
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Monarch Message 
from Principal Kmiecik

Boys age 10 and older, in fifth grade and above, are invited to
learn more about BSA troop 174. With a 75-year tradition, BSA

Troop 174 is a very active troop including monthly hikes
(campouts), with Sunday vigil Mass often offered for the boys by

the troop chaplain, Eagle Scout Fr. Chris Wadelton! The troop
meets Monday nights during the school year in the IHM gym.

If you’d like to learn more, join us for a prospective new Scout call-
out meeting August 31 at 7:00pm at Immaculate Heart of Mary.

 For more information, 
please follow our Facebook page at

https://www.facebook.com/bsa174indy. Visit our website at
www.bsa174.com and email us at jointroop174@bsa174.com if

you have questions or would like more information.

BSA TROOP 174
SIGN UP FOR NEW SCOUTS

August 31, 7:00pm

We are starting our first full week of school this week and
everyone has settled in well! The beginning of the school
year also brings our Parish tradition of the French
Market. Monarchs may be knocking on your door selling
French Market raffle tickets. We understand you may not
answer the door at the first knock, but we’re pretty sure
the kids will knock again. Students will receive some
incentives based on the number of tickets sold in the
weeks leading up to the French Market (September 12th
if you’re updating your calendar). Their incentives include
gift cards and out-of-uniform passes. All raffle ticket
proceeds go to the French Market.

For the 2026-27 school year we will be hosting two
students from Providence Cristo Rey High School. It is
part of the Cristo Rey Network of high schools, the
original being Cristo Rey Jesuit High School in Chicago.
The Cristo Rey Network® is the only network of high
schools in the country that integrates four years  of rigor- 
ous college preparatory academics
with four years of professional
work experience through the
Corporate Work Study Program.
We interviewed over 25 students
for two positions, one in preschool
and one in resource/middle school.
We are looking forward to this
partnership and helping their
students.

Donations for the Annual Fund will help expand after-school
programs, support our curriculum, and allow all teachers to
attend the 2027 NCEA Convention in Indianapolis. Every gift
matters. Thank you for your continued support of our school.

Celebrating Virtue with Our School
Every week, our SJOA School students learn about and

seek to practice a new virtue. Last week, we began
highlighting the same virtue in the bulletin, providing an

opportunity to learn and grow alongside our school
students, and we will continue to do so throughout the

school year.  See below for this week’s virtue! 

Coach Needed for Girls Kickball Team
Contact Brett Herschel ASAP if you are able to help

bherschel@sjoa.org

Virtue of the Week: Charity

Charity is a theological virtue, given to us at Baptism.
It enables us to love as God Himself loves: freely and
wholeheartedly. Charity looks like putting God first

because of our love for Him, and loving our neighbor
as we love ourselves.

Dear Jesus, what an amazing gift, that I can love with Your
own love! I know that You love perfectly and completely.
Help me to grow in that same kind of love, so that I can

return this gift back to You. Amen.

~text drawn from Disciple of Christ: Educating in Virtue school curriculum



SULLIVAN 
HARDWARE & GARDEN
SullivanHardware.com
Because the Work Shouldn’t  

Start Until You Get Home.
71st & Keystone 

255-9230
49th & Penn 
924-5040

Cicero 
984-4652

Lam Law Office

Carlos Federico Lam 
Attorney / Abogado

Hablo Inglés y Español

317-721-LAM1(317-721-5261) • LamLawIndy@gmail.com

Pray for
Vocations

Sponsored
by Father Tom

Somos Familia Mexican Restaurant
somosfamiliamexicanrestaurant.com

1268 W 86th Street, Indianapolis
317-669-2057  - Catering Available

15% OFF after  
you spend $50  

for St Joan of Arc  
Church members

 

 4809 N. Pennsylvania St. 317-923-2561
New Patients Welcome  • cattondds.com

Mark E. Catton, DDS | Nicholas J. Catton, DDS
Samuel P. Catton, DDS

Full-service interior designer specializing in 
spaces that invite you to put your feet up

info@sundowndc.com
sundowndc.com	 instagram: @sundown_dc_

CONFUSED BY MEDICARE? WE CAN HELP!

Medicare Advantage • Medicare Supplemental • Hospital Indemnity 
Cancer/Heart Attack/Stroke • Dental/Vision/Hearing

317-779-2552

CALL NOW to get A FREE Consultation 
speak with a licensed insurance agent today

This is an advertisement. Platinum Shield Insurance is licensed as an insurance agency in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. 
Service and product availability varies by state. Agents may be compensated on enrollment at no cost to you with no obligation to enroll.

	 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		  St. Joan of Arc Church, Indianapolis, IN	 01-1481

Contact Steve Naida
 

snaida@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x8833

•	 Individual Income Tax Preparation & Planning
•	 Federal & State Tax Notice Assistance

www.collierandcolliercpa.com 
P: 317.250.4948   F: 317.947.0747 

Jeff & Andrea Collier | St. Joan of Arc Parishioners

Nora Chapel
(317) 844-3966

Carmel Chapel
(317) 846-2091

John Leppert Personal & Professional
LeppertMortuary.com

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT
Kristi Croddy, PMHNP-BC
Catholic Therapy
Medication Support
Anxiety • Depression
Trauma
Call/text 317-676-9838

Parishioner

Feeney-Hornak 
Mortuary

317-257-4271  
2126 E. 71st St, Indianapolis

“Indy’s oldest heating & cooling co.”
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

SERVICE & REPLACEMENT
 
 

Our family has over 340 Years of 
Catholic Education
639-1111

callthiele.com

Continuing 
144 Years of Service

gocathedral.com

CATHEDRAL HIGH SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE
October 1, 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Mass at 5:00 p.m.
Would love to see your middle schooler there!
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