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Mission Statement
The LaGrange County Council on
Aging's mission is to be a provider
and resource for services that 
improve the quality of life for older
adults of LaGrange County and 
enable them to retain their 
independence, including providing
safe accessible public 
transportaon for all residents of
the county.

Gifts & Taxes
By: Kurt R. Bachman

Everyone loves a cheerful giver! This especially holds true
for the federal government which, when the pie is large enough,
likes to take its slice, whether you’re dead or alive. Ever since
1916 in the midst of the First World War, the government has
been taxing the estates of the deceased (this, despite the federal
income tax being written into the Constitution some five years
earlier). Again, in 1934 they started to come after gifts made
during your lifetime, likely because people were taking advantage of the 1916 law by employing such gifts.
We last reviewed lifetime and estate gifting in this column
some three years ago; so, it’s time for a review to see what has
changed in the meantime. Before that, though, I will recap the
main points of that article as a refresher.
When you make a gift, there are tax and estate planning
considerations that must be made. In addition, Medicaid will
look back at all your gifts made in the last five years to see how
legitimate these transfers were. Gifts made to family and
friends in lieu of future health care services may be penalized or
cause ineligibility on a Medicaid application.
With regard to gift taxes, for each family member and
friend, in 2017 you could make an unlimited number of gifts to
that person during the year without tax implications as long as
the total gifts to that person added up to no more than $14,000.
The next year, and every year thereafter, you could give another
$15,000 to those same people. If you’re married, your spouse
could effectively double these gifts. Even if the gift was over
$14,000 or $15,000, there would be no tax, only a legal duty to
report it to the IRS using Tax Form 709. As a special bonus, if
you paid certain educational or medical providers directly (i.e.,
not through your friend or family member), you could make an
unlimited gift without a reporting requirement. Unlimited gifts
can also be made to charities, surviving spouses, or for the structured support of minor children.

In 2019, you can still give up to $15,000 each year without being required to report it.
These non-exempt lifetime gifts (over $15,000 and not to charities, surviving spouses, or for
the structured support of minor children) combined with your estate (the property you own when
you die) to form a new dollar total, which, when compared to the IRS published exemption, determined whether or not you would have to pay taxes on the estate you would give away at death.
Back in 2016, we reported a $5.45 million exemption. That is, if the estate and gifts did not total
$5.45 million, the IRS did not come knocking and no federal estate taxes would be owed.
While that number was indexed to inflation and was already subject to modest raises accordingly, Congress, in a rare show of bipartisanship, doubled the exemption in 2017 as part of the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. Unfortunately, the new exemption expires in 2026; but, if you die in
the meantime, and if your gifts whether during your lifetime or upon your death total less than
$11.4 million (2019 numbers), then your gifts go to your beneficiaries and no tax is due to the IRS.
Married couples are able to double the exemption once again by properly electing to do so on IRS
Tax Form 706, and are eligible for up to $22.8 million in non-taxable lifetime or at death gift transfers to family members or friends.
If it is your fortune to be the owner of an estate or giver of lifetime gifts totaling over that
$11.4 million figure, then the government would step in and take a whopping 40% of the amount of
money you have that would exceed the $11.4 million. Even that danger can be avoided with proper
estate planning, especially if you are able to take advantage of exemptions for family-owned farms
or closely-held businesses. Similarly, if it is your fortune to be gifted some large amount through
an inheritance or otherwise, you should know that the gift is only taxable to the giver, not the recipient.
Indiana is one of 37 states that thinks these gifting thresholds are plenty and does not pile
on with state taxes on gifts. There is no Indiana inheritance or gift tax.
While all these figures may seem like Monopoly money, it is important to do proper planning. An exemption that is $22 million today can be eliminated tomorrow with the stroke of a pen,
per the whim of Congress. A middle-age couple who is doing well financially should strongly consider maxing out gifts to their children or other loved ones within the yearly thresholds. While a
gift in Trust is usually far more suitable than an outright gift, there are reasons to avoid that commitment in some instances. An older couple should find out what Medicaid planning techniques
are available so that a gift does not come back to haunt them. What is important is to talk to a
your local elder care attorney, take stock of your finances, and undertake some serious planning.
Kurt R. Bachman is member of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, Inc. and is a Veterans Affairs Accredited Attorney.
Beers Mallers Backs & Salin, LLP | 108 W. Michigan Street | LaGrange, Indiana 46761 krb@beersmallers.com | ph: (260)
463-4949 | fax: (260) 463-4905
DISCLAIMER: Kurt R. Bachman and Beers Mallers Backs & Salin, LLP, appreciate the opportunity to provide insight into
legal topics of interest. The content of this article is designed to provide information of general interest to the public and is
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LAGRANGE COUNTY COUCIL ON AGING EMPLOYEE SHINE PAGE
SEPTEMBER SHINING EMPLOYEE IS by Cheri
 Kevin Nelson is the lucky September Shining Em‐
ployee of the month! Kevin and his brother, other‐
wise known as Frick and Frack have been transpor‐
tation specialists for us since March, 2013. Kevin is
my go to man when something needs ﬁxed on a
van, in the parking lot etc. Somedays I am pretty
sure that he is more OCD than I am when it comes to
the vans. Kevin has an obsession about his trains
that is for sure, I have never ever known anyone to
have so much train equipment and accessories in my
life. Just ask him about it I am sure he will be more
than happy to share some of his pictures and videos
of his trains with you. Kevin has never been mar‐
ried, has no children and would vacation in Hawaii if
he could, he also loves attending Cruisin the Coast in
Mississippi with his dad and brother. 
We are very lucky to have Kevin on our staﬀ and ap‐
preciate all of the help that he gives on ﬁxing the
little lights, signs etc. as needed. 






Location: 
LaGrange County Council on Aging   
410 E. Central Avenue  
   
LaGrange, IN
Date: September 27, 2019     
    
Time: 10:30 12:00 pm 
This program is free and open to the public.
You do not have to have to have had cancer
to attend, it’s open to the public
Please call 2604849560 
or 8664849560 
or more information or to reserve a seat!

Demena Support Group
Have a loved one that is suﬀering from Demena?
Are you overwhelmed and have quesons? 
We want you to know you are not alone. Please
join us!
When ? Sep 9, from 5 to 6 pm

Where? LaGrange County Council on Aging, 410 E
Central Ave, LaGrange

Quesons? Contact Joani: 260Ͳ237Ͳ0847 or email
@ joanin11991@gmail.com
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Walmart 
Shopping Trip
10 AMͶ12 PM 

footcare
9 AMͶ12 PM
Call to make appt.







30

24

23 Autumn begins

11:30 AM luncheon
sponsored by East Lake
Terrace
Call to RSVP

16 CVS ﬂu shot clinic @ 17
COA oﬃce 10:30Ͷ

12:30 pm

Demena Support 5 pm

10

8:30 Commissioners meeng



9 Wii Bowling 8 AM



COA/LCAT CLOSED
LABOR DAY



Wii Bowling 8 AM

BP/Glucose Checks 8Ͷ9 AM

12

BINGO 9Ͷ10 AM

FRIDAY

15 Happy Birthday
Jess!



13

7 Happy 8 years
work anniversary
Byron

AARP Meeng 
1:30 PM

6

10:30 AMͶ12 PM

25 Bible Study 9Ͷ10 AM 26 BP/Glucose Checks 8Ͷ9 AM 27 Free Cancer Services class 
Euchre Club 1Ͷ3:30 PM BINGO 9Ͷ10 AM



19 BP/Glucose Checks 8Ͷ9 AM 20

Euchre Club 1Ͷ3:30 PM Happy Birthday Dennis!

Bible Study 9Ͷ10 AM

18

Euchre Club 1Ͷ3:30 PM BINGO 9Ͷ10 AM

Bible Study 9Ͷ10 AM

11

BINGO 9Ͷ10 AM

Euchre Club 1Ͷ3:30 PM BP/Glucose Checks 8Ͷ9 AM

5

THURSDAY

2

WEDNESDAY

4 No bible study! 

TUESDAY

1 Happy Bday Wendell 3

MONDAY

SEPTEMBER 2019

Thank You To
Our Volunteers






Donaons
David Perkins  Robert Hetzell
Mindy Bontrager
Jamelle Godlewski
Charlie Ashcra<
East Lake Terrace
Sandra Rhodes
Carolyn Vogel
Bryan Wirth
Linda Caudill
Rex Whetzel
Deb/Dave Carter
Gaylor Pierson
Laurie White Joy Sharp
Karen Gage Carolyn Vogel
Jim Kennah 1st Bapst Church WolcoBville

Kerry Sprunger
Ren Sprunger
Michelle Watson
Deborah Sills
Kevin Myers
Joy Sharp
Kevin Nelson
Michael Nelson
Cheri Perkins
Alice Tullos
Hazel Reese
Chris"ne and Eli Kinsinger
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Topeka Pharmacy
Trevor Thain, PharmD, Owner, Pharmacist
Hannah Smith, Pharm D, Clinical Pharmacist

101 N Main St., Topeka, IN 46571 | (260) 593-2252 • (800) 528-3279

REAL. LIFE. REHAB.

787 N. Detroit, LaGrange
260-463-2171

Stop by for a tour today!
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Honoring Our Veteran’s

We tried to do something new in
partnership with Peter Ashley from
the Hospice Foundation, Serving
our Veteran’s donuts and coffee
just to get to know them and have
everyone have that chance to talk,
share their story etc. Russ Hepler
was the only Veteran that showed
up, but they were very glad that he
did. Joy Sharp, COA Board VicePresident and local famous Realtor,
showed up to show her respect towards our Veteran’s. We will do the
partnership again, but we have not
yet set a date. Thank you to Russ
Hepler for showing up and thank
you for your service.

Improving the Quality of Living
Put simply, our mission is “to improve the quality of living” for those in our community through our
support of Center for Hospice Care, an organization that helps patients and their loved ones experience the best possible quality of living even as they face end of life. We believe Center for Hospice
Care improves the quality of living by offering compassionate hospice and palliative care, as well as
providing extensive bereavement services for those in our community.
Since 1980, Center for Hospice Care has kept our promise that no one eligible forhospice services will
be turned away, regardless of their ability to pay. Your gifts and support of Hospice Foundation helpus
assure that promise will always be met.
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Thank You To Our Sponsors
 Every Thursday
morning, rain, snow or
shine, Foltz Bakery of
LaGrange provides the
Council on Aging with
donuts for their weekly
morning coﬀee and donut program. Thanks so much
to Foltz Bakery for their thoughDulness, generosity
and delicious donuts. Every Thursday morning, our
clients come to the Council on Aging building for their
Blood Pressure/glucose tesng. Thanks to Miller’s
Merry Manor for donang the me and professional
nursing service for this very important weekly acvity.

League of the Blind & Disabled
Miller’s Merry Manor hosts the League of the Blind
and Disabled Meeng on the third Wednesday of
every month from 1:30Ͷ3:30 PM



New Euchre Sponsor
On the 4th Wednesday of the month 
Jennifer Kedik from East Lake Terrace will be
sponsoring a snack for the euchre group.
Come out and join the fun and make sure you
tell her thank you!


Thank you to Pizza
Hut, for donang
pizza to our Euchre
group once a month.
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PRE-PLANNING & COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICES

Quality
Affordable
Cremation
Services

Professional
Caring
Celebration of
Life Services

W e A r e H e r e T o S e rv e Y o u !

260-463-3131
Brian H. May, Funeral Director

309 West Michigan St., LaGrange, IN 46761
WWW.FRURIPMAYFUNER ALHOME.COM
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Did you know that we offer a footcare
clinic once a month. Dana Martin will
soak your feet, trim your nails and
massage your feet, all for $22 . Call
260-463-4161 to schedule your appt.
Don’t forget to bring your basin and
towel! Cash or check please!



Wish List
Country Time Lemonade
AnͲbacterial spray
Car wash cleaner
Dollar Tree gi cards
Small ﬂavored creamers and Large
RidͲX
Scotch Bright Pads
Toilet paper
Windshield Washer Fluid
Bingo prizes
Parking lot reͲpaved
Garage to park the vans 
Fabuloso
Borox
Carpet cleaning soluon
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Do You Have Questions About

HOSPICE?
CONTACT VISITING NURSE TODAY

Phone: 260-435-3222
Toll-Free: 800-288-4111
www.vnfw.org

Non-profit, community-based agency, proud to
care for all patients, regardless of their ability to pay.

Your trusted provider of:
• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapies
• Inpatient & Outpatient Rehab
• 24-Hour Skilled Nursing Care
• Respite Services
• Compassionate Long-Term Care

260.463.7445
0770 N. 75 East • LaGrange, IN 46761
LifeCareCenterOfLaGrange.com
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When is the Senior Expo?
October 8th from 8 until 1 pm
Where is the Senior Expo at?
The MEC in Shipshewana, 455 E
Farver Street
Who can attend?
Anyone is welcome to attend the
Senior Expo and it’s FREE, FREE,
FREE!

Come out to the LaGrange County Council on Aging’s Senior Expo and enjoy a fun day of free
food, door prizes, lots of promotional items, flu shots, meet with a Medicare questions representative, FREE Hair cuts, various testing's, free popcorn, donate blood with the Red Cross
bloodmobile, Francine's Friends will be there to offer mammograms, FREE Advanced Directives and a chance to talk to our County Attorney, Kurt Bachman, you can even drop off your
un-used drugs at the expo! Please come out and enjoy this event that is for our community
to keep you informed and up to date with information. You can even with a FREE flat screen
television.
There is still time to sign up if you would like to have a booth at the Senior Expo, Contact
Cheri Perkins @ cperkins@lagrangecoa.org or 260-463-4161.
Some of the vendors that will be participating:

Veteran’s Headstone Project, Caregiver Homes, Topeka Pharmacy, Beers Mallers
Backs & Salin, Senior Financial Solutions, LaGrange County Public Library, Aging & In Home Services of Northeast Indiana, Everdry Water Proofing, Farmer’s
State Bank, Dana Martin & Ocie Kauffman, Senior Life Newspapers, Shipshewana Fitness Center, Miller’s Merry Manor, Cancer Services of Northeast Indiana, , Crafty Makers, Hearing aid Services/Hearing Center, Firefly Home Health,
Hickory Island Gallery, Paparazzi Jewelry, Parkview Home Health & Hospice,
East Lake Terrace Assisted Living, Life Care Center of LaGrange, State Health
Insurance Program, Center for Hospice Care, Blue Pine Creations, Postema Insurance & Investments, IPMG, LaGrange County Sheriff’s Office, United
Healthcare Services, LaGrange County Community Foundation, ARK Animal
Sanctuary, Lake City Bank and many more to come
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Avoiding Identity Theft
Federal Trade Commission/Consumer.gov
Identity theft can make it hard for you to get credit, a job, a place to live, or utilities. But you can reduce
your risk of being hurt by identity theft.
How can I protect my identity? 
Protect your personal information. That helps you protect your identity. Here are some things you can
do:

x At home
¡

Keep your financial records, Social Security and Medicare cards in a safe place.

¡

Shred papers that have your personal or medical information

¡

Take mail out of your mailbox as soon as you can

x As you do business
¡

Only give your Social Security number if you must. Ask if you can use another kind of identification

¡

Do not give your personal information to someone who calls you or emails you

x On the computer
¡

Use passwords that are not easy to guess. Use numbers and symbols when you can

¡

Do not respond to emails or other messages that ask for personal information

¡

Do not put personal information on a computer in a public place, like the library

How will I know if someone steals my identity?
Read your bills and account statements. Watch for:

x Things you did not buy
x Withdrawals you did not make
x A change of your address that you did not expect
x Bills that stop coming
Look at medical statements. You might see charges you do not recognize. That might mean someone
stole your identity. Get your credit report. You get one free credit report every year from each credit
reporting company. To order:

x Call Annual Credit Report @ 19773228228 Answer questions from a recorded system. You have
to give your address, Social Security number and date of birth. 

x Choose to only show the last four numbers of your Social Security number. It is safer than showing
the full number on your report. 

x Choose which credit reporting company you want a report from. (You get one report free from each
company every year) The company mails you the report. Should arrive in 2 to 3 weeks after call.
Read your credit report carefully. Look for mistakes or accounts you do not recognize. 
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July Service Report
Equipment loaned out ……………………………………. 54
Volunteer Hours ……………………………………..…….. 28
Transportaon Vehicle Miles……………...…

45,433

Total Transportaon Trips …………………………...3096
Total Transportaon Hours…………………………..2281
Clients unable to schedule in county……………….21
Gas $ ……………………………………………………. $8,877.47
Gas gallons ………………………………………..… 3722.24
Fees Collected on Vans……………………...…17,795.57
Phone Calls ……………………………………………… 3,958
Bible Study……………………………………………….……….30
Luncheons ……………………………………………………….100
Wheel chair ramps removed …………………………...1
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The WOW experience!
Because, Everyone Deserves a Great Life!

To experience WOW call: 574.266.4508
3109 East Bristol Street • Elkhart, IN 46514

MEDICARE MADE SIMPLE.
Peggy L Mang
Licensed Sales Representative
1-888-866-3191, TTY 711
UHCMedicareSolutions.com

Care for you
on your journey
If you or a loved one needs care at home, we offer both
home and hospice care. Our team of experts can provide
a continuum of care ranging from specialized therapy to
nursing to comfort care. Call us to find out how we can help
you and your family on your unique journey.

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare
Insurance Company and its affiliated
companies, a Medicare Advantage
organization with a Medicare contract.
Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s
contract renewal with Medicare.
Y0066_160726_123811
Accepted 000F318A

		

(574) 364-2700
(800) 446-4663

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com LaGrange County Council on Aging, LaGrange, IN

D 4C 01-1491

LaGrange County Council on Aging
PO Box 107 • 410 E. Central Ave.
LaGrange, IN 46761

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
LaGrange, IN. 46761
Permit No. 20
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LCCOA Staff:

Executive Director: 
Cheri Perkins
cperkins@lagrangecoa.org
Transportation Assistants: 
Tina Hopper thopper@lagrangecoa.org
Kasey Kauffman kkauffman@lagrangecoa.org 
Jessica Rawlins jrawlins@lagrangecoa.org

Administrative Assistant: Deb Carter
Home Assistant: Linda Llera

Transportation Specialists: Steve Olinger, Byron
Kline, Kevin Ramer, Dale Wentworth, Kevin Nelson,
Mike Nelson, Deb Kline, Larry Feller, Rose Lowe,
Bill Griewank,Wendell Hardesty, Lee Richardson,
Dennis Schlabach, Mont Arnold, Amy Edmondson,
Tammy Gallison
Council on Aging services are provided without regard to
race, age, color, religion, sex, disability, national origin or
ancestry. Services offered by the Council on Aging are
made available through various funding sources. Federal
and State dollars are assigned to us through Aging & In
Home Services of NE Indiana. Locally, dollars are 
received from Goshen Health System, REMC Operation
RoundUp, LaGrange County Commissioners, Parkview
LaGrange Hospital, LaGrange County Community 
Foundation, United Fund of LaGrange County, United
Way of Elkhart County, and your very much appreciated
donations!
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I would like to support the various programs
oﬀered by the LaGrange County Council on 
Aging





Please use my donaon to support

___ Senior Acvies ___ Building Fund ___ LCAT




This donaon was made in memory of





____________________________________
Please send acknowledgement to:

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City/State/Zip: ________________________________
We ask that those receiving our newsleBer donate $5
a year to help cover the cost of prinng and postage

www.lagrangecoa.org
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