
THE GREGORIAN 

  AUGUST 23, 2020  TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

“YOU ARE PETER, AND UPON THIS ROCK  

I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH.” 



 

PARISH/COMMUNITY EVENTS/INFORMATION 

OUR PARISH MISSION 

 

St. Gregory the Great  

 

Mission Statement 

 

St. Gregory the Great is a Catholic Church made up of people of many different ages,  

talents, and cultural backgrounds. We are an urban faith community with a small town 

feel of welcome and hospitality. Motivated by our baptismal calling, we accept our  

duty to embody the presence of Jesus Christ in the world and to take up the mission he 

entrusted to us by our word and example. We glorify God through support and service of 

our time, talent, and treasure to our church and to the larger community in which we 

live. 
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GOODBYE AND THANK YOU FROM SR. REGINA DE VITTO 

 

I’d like to begin with the very first conversation I had with a pastor named Father Paul. It went something like this:   

“Our interview process is over, and we are now ready to evaluate our potential candidates. But, I suppose, what’s one 

more interview. When are you available to come?” I can come tomorrow. “Oh no, you can’t, it’s my day off.  Are you 

available today? Can you come now?” 

 

As I made my way to this most impromptu meeting, I couldn’t help but wonder why this pastor had changed his mind 

when it was clear that no more applications were being considered. And I wonder, after having heard today’s Gospel of 

Jesus and the Canaanite woman, what truly made Jesus change his mind. 

 

Eight years have passed quickly, and I have been blessed to have gotten to know so many of you. I have happy memories 

of summer picnics and line-dancing with the Filipino community, of celebrating Father Paul’s anniversary of priestly   

ordination with our Saturday School children who gifted him with 40 cans of Dr. Pepper, of humbly witnessing our 

RCIA catechumens and candidates become full members of the Catholic Church, of singing some glorious music at our 

Sunday liturgies, just to name a few. 

 

This past fall I was offered a position at a parish that needs formation in liturgy, prayer and worship. I wrestled with it 

and the more I did, the more I knew it held for me the promise of new life. I agreed to take it and will now be at Our 

Lady at St. Germaine Parish in Oak Lawn.  

 

I thank you for all the ways that you have supported me over the years. I thank Father Paul, Father Brian and the entire 

staff for a working relationship formed in a loving spirit of community, honest sharing, trust and good humor. It is not 

easy to say goodbye, and I am a bundle of mixed emotions. So let me extend to you my words of farewell, borrowed 

from a song from the musical “Wicked.”  

 

I’ve heard it said, some people come into our lives for a reason bringing something we must learn, and we are led to 

those who help us most to grow, if we let them, and we help them in return. Now I don’t know if I believe that’s true. 

But I know I’m who I am today because I knew you.  

 

So let me say before we part so much of me is made of what I learned from you. You’ll be with me like a handprint on 

my heart. Who can say if I have changed for the better? I do believe that I have changed for the better…because I knew 

you. Because I knew you…I have changed for good. 

 

Sr. Regina De Vitto 
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PARISH COMMUNITY/ EVENTS/INFORMATION 

 

 

SATURDAY SCHOOL OF RELIGION UPDATE 

 

During the past several weeks we have successfully celebrated the sacraments of Confirmation and First 

Communion for our children who were prepared but, due to the pandemic, had to wait to receive them.   

We thank all our families who waited patiently with us for the safe and appropriate time to come to fruition. 

Our sacramental programs for the 2019-2020 school year are now completed. 

 

On Thursday, September 3, St. Gregory the Great will officially merge with St. Ita-St. Thomas of Canterbury. 

St. Gregory’s Saturday School of Religion will no longer stand alone but will be incorporated into St. Ita’s 

religious education program. Parents should contact Candido Reyna at St. Ita (773-878-5507 ex. 210) for 

more information.  

 

Thank you for the support you have given to our Saturday School of Religion program over these past years. 

It has been my privilege to work with you and your children here at St. Gregory the Great. 

 

Wishing you every blessing now and in the future, 

 

Sister Regina 

 

RETURNING TO THE HEART OF JESUS PODCAST 

Bill Wegner, a full-time, Catholic lay evangelist has launched a podcast, “Returning to the Heart of             

Jesus!”  Bill has conducted a mission in the past at our parish which was very well received. The podcast     

can be viewed every Thursday. Be encouraged and challenged to fully live the gospel in your everyday 

life. Find us on YouTube at Bill Wegner, “Returning to the Heart of Jesus!” and on Facebook at Good News 

International.” 

 

LIFELINE SCREENING EVENT 

St Gregory the Great Church is pleased to offer a preventive health event.  Life Line Screening, a leading 

provider of community-based preventive health screenings, will host their affordable, non-invasive 

and painless health screenings on 9/23/2020.  Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential health 

problems related to: blocked arteries which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which 

can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; 

atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for 

men and women, used to assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 

vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our member discount).  All five screenings 

take 60-90 minutes to complete.  There are three ways to register for this event and to receive a 

$10 discount off any package priced above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit 

www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text the word circle to 797979 

 

 

 

 



PARISH NEWS/INFORMATION 
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 

I want to thank everyone who has continued to support St. Gregory the Great through GiveCentral or 

through the Archdiocesan offertory link or by mailing or dropping off your Sunday and Easter contributions 

at the Parish Center. Fortunately, we are still able to pay our bills even though our current revenue from  

Sunday and Easter is significantly below budget. Fortunately, we are eligible to apply for a PPP (Payroll    

Protection Plan) forgivable loan that is available to us through the government stimulus plan. We applied 

through our bank - U.S. Bank - for a loan for $74,260 which would cover the cost of salaries and utilities for 

a period of 8 weeks. Our loan application was accepted but is in a holding pattern because there is currently 

no more money in the fund set aside for this. Hopefully this fund will be replenished, and we can receive this 

forgivable loan. So say a prayer that we will be approved. 

 

Please consider giving online at https://www.givecentral.org/ where you can make a one-time or ongoing 

contribution to St. Gregory the Great or please consider giving online at www.archchicago.org/offertory 

where you can make a one time or ongoing donation to St. Gregory the Great. Make sure to select St.   

Gregory the Great Church from the drop-down menu on the form. You can also make your Sunday or Easter 

offering by mailing it to us or dropping it through the mail slot at the front door of the Parish Center - 5545 

N. Paulina, Chicago, IL  60640. 

Thanks again for your financial support of St. Gregory the Great Church. May God continue to bless you. 

Stay safe and well. 

 

Fr. Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RENDING/MENDING THE SEAMLESS GARMENT: VOTING CATHOLIC.   

The Commonweal community of St. Gertrude Catholic Church is planning a virtual forum on this topic 

for Sunday, August 23. Jon Nilson, Professor Emeritus of Theology at Loyola University Chicago, and       

Heidi Schlumpf, Executive Editor of The National Catholic Reporter, will address the problem of political   

partisanship within our Church today and how Catholics can better promote the fullness of Catholic teach 

ing. The forum will begin at 2:00 p.m. and last for about an hour. There will be opportunity for questions 

and discussion. All are welcome. For more information, including how to join the forum, visit http://e-

grapevine.org/Rending-Mending/ 
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PARISH/COMMUNITY/EVENTS/INFORMATION 

BINGO 

Bingo at  St. Gregory is “Smoke Free” 

 

 

TUESDAY NIGHT BINGO AT ST. GREGORY 

Games begin at 7:00 PM in the 

Gym Basement—Social Hall  

(1609 West Gregory St.) 

 

$2,250 in prizes (includes 2— $500 games)  

 

In case of bad weather, please call the Parish Center at  

773-561-3546, after 2:00p.m. for possible cancellation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord Jesus, you speak to us today, 

As you spoke to holy men and women 

who have gone before us. 

in every age and in our own time, 

you call to us and say: “Renew My Church.” 

 

Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us, 

and so enable us 

to hear you clearly 

to listen to each other attentively 

to imagine our future boldly 

to discern your direction wisely 

to persevere in your holy will courageously 

to stay together in charity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to surrender our own plans readily 

to embrace the greater good 

to hand on your gifts to future generations. 

 

May we remain in the holy company of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, 

and all the saints. 

May their example and presence 

inspire us with patient confidence 

in the work of your grace. 

 

We ask this of you who live and reign 

with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

forever and ever. Amen 

PRAYER FOR “RENEW MY CHURCH” 

 

LIVE STREAMED MASSES 

The Archdiocese of Chicago continues to livestream weekday and Sunday Masses at https://

radiotv.archchicago.org/television/broadcast-masses. All Masses are also available at YouTube.com/

catholicchicago. 

 

The Mercy Home Mass for shut-ins is available every Sunday at 9:30a.m. on WGN, channel 9. Bishop     

Robert Barron is livestreaming daily and Sunday Mass at https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/.  

Also, continue to pray daily for all those who have been impacted by the Covid-19 virus when you hear our 

Church bells ringing at 9a.m., noon, 3p.m., 6p.m. and 9p.m. 

AS OF MARCH 10, 2020 

BINGO IS SUSPENDED 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE  
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OUR PRAYERS 

Liturgical MINISTRIES   AUGUST 29/AUGUST 30 

 

Saturday—4:30pm  Sunday—10:00am 

Presider 

Fr. Paul Wachdorf  Fr. Paul Wachdorf 

Lectors/Commentators Elaine Osborne  Daniel Yingst 

Eucharistic Ministers    

 

   

Altar Servers    

 

   

                  Mass Intentions  

 

    SUNDAY, August 23 

     8:30am—Parishioners 

    10:00am—+Mary Hanson 

                       +Peter Ori 

    MONDAY, August 24 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

    TUESDAY, August 25 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

    WEDNESDAY, August 26 

      8:30am—Memorial Fund 

    THURSDAY, August 27 

     8:30am—Parishioners 

    FRIDAY, August 28 

     8:30am—Parishioners 

    SATURDAY, August 29 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

    4:30pm—Parishioners 

    SUNDAY, August 30 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

   10:00am—+Connie Buenvenida 

                      +Pearl Tolbert 

                      +Edward Thomalla 

                       

                    

                   

                  

Prayer List 

 

Cassandra C. Morales 

Jesus Manuel Rosario 

Rosa Maria Santos 

Stanley Gnoske 

Richard Malone 

Elsa Ardales 

Eloise Coughlin 

Ida Christiansen 

Peter Saldanha 

Virginia Rodriquez 

Edward Joyce 

Jerry Cressy 

Martin Roach 

Paul Zale 

Colleen Dwyer 

Letty Tibudan 

Marylyn Ahlfeld 

Katie Fangman 

Paulie Corbett 

Debra Melbye 

Daniel Ahlfeld 

In Loving Memory: 

+Pearl Tolbert 

 Ruth Schlee 

+Mary Hess 

 Carol Hanson 

 Sr. Barbara Quinn 

 

Special Intentions 

 Ruth Schlee 

Happy 95th birthday! 

  From your family 

  

Memorial Fund 

  

 Anthony  DelRosario 

Our Armed Forces 

      Please pray for 

 

 

Joel Rivera 

John Sharonbrock 

Jim Maloney 

Edward Thomalla 

Mark Dichosa 

Cresanto Pineda 

Chris Cano 

Joan Frost 

Angel Luis Rosario 

Dawn Turco 

Darlene Keane 

Kameron Reyna 

Chris Fitzgerald 

Lenore Thomalla 

Jerry Barrio, Jr. 

Julie Ackermann 

Martha Schaffrath 

Paula Marroquin 

Thomas Ahlfeld Jr. 

 

Greeters 

 

At 6p.m. every Wednesday, we ask that you take a moment   to pray 

for the healing of the Church and its leadership and for the healing of all 

victims of clergy sexual misconduct. 



PARISH CENTER 

5545 N. Paulina St., Chicago, IL  60640 

773-561-3546 

773-728-3827 (fax)—www.stgregory.net 

Hours: 

Monday-Thursday- 9:00am - 7:00 pm 

Friday- 9:00am - 4:30pm  

Saturday-9:00am - 4:30pm 

Sunday-9:00am - Noon 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

     Rev. Paul Wachdorf, Pastor 

     Rev. Brian Fischer, Associate Pastor 

     Sr. Regina De Vitto, Pastoral Associate 

     Ms. Cheri Dahlen, Director of Music 

     Mr. John Miaso, Business Manager 

     Ms. Bernadette Daniels, Administrative Asst. 

     Mr. Joseph Malham 

 

SACRISTAN 

     Mr. Dan Creed 

 

Mr. Joseph Malham, Iconographer, Artist-in-Residence 

Amy Alznauer, Creative Writer, Artist-in-Residence 

 

SCHOOLS 

Northside Catholic Academy (NCA) ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Admissions Office: 773-743-6277 

 

ST. GREGORY CREDIT UNION 

1609 W. Gregory St., Chicago, IL  60640 

773-561-5493 

Sunday  9:30am-12:00pm & Wednesday  7:00pm-9:00pm 

 

ST. GREGORY THE GREAT APP 

Can be found at St. Gregory the Great, Chicago IL 

iPhone Users-Text : great1 to 555888 

Android Users-Text : great2 to 555888    

 

MASSES 

Sunday: Saturday Evening—4:30pm, Sunday—8:30am and 10:30am. 

Weekdays: Monday - Saturday—8:30am 

Holy Days of Obligation: Please go to our Website Homepage and 

click on the Monthly Calendar for Mass times. 

 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptisms:  First Sunday of the Month—1:00pm (except  

during Lent) 

 

Weddings: Arrange with a pastoral staff member at least six months   

in advance. Participation in marriage preparation is essential. 

 

Reconciliation 

Saturday– 3:30pm - 4:15pm 

 

SERVICES 

Prayer Requests: If you or a family member or relative is ill and would 

like to be included on the list of prayer requests, please call the Parish  

Center. 

Mass Intentions: You may request a Mass intention for  

someone who is living or deceased or special occasions such as birthdays, 

special anniversary, get well wishes. Please call or stop by the Parish    

Center. 

 

DEVOTIONS 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 1st Friday of each month, 

9:00am-10:00am, except when  funerals are scheduled. 

Novena To Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Wednesdays 6:30pm 

 

TAIZE PRAYER SERVICE 

The Taizé Prayer Service will focus on seasonal icons. Taizé Prayer Service 

will be held in Church on Sundays at 4:00pm.  

 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 

The Charismatic Prayer Community meetings are held on Sundays 

from  5:00-7:00pm in the Baseheart room in the lower level of the 

gym building.   

 

       

Date Envelopes Cash/Loose Electronic Giving Total 

May 3 $ $  $ 

May 10 $ 25 $8,665  $8,690 

May 17 $ $2,330 $11,338 $13,668 

May 24 $ $1,833  $1,833 

     

Holy Days $ $  75 $  30 $ 105 

Total $  25 $12,903 $11,368 $24,296 

     

Parish & School INFORMATION & SERVICES 

Sunday and Holy Day 

Collection Totals 

For Fiscal Year July 1—June 30 

 

May 

Over/(Under) Monthly Budget—Year-to-Date 

$ (22,731) 

Year-to-Date Collected as of  May 31, 2020 

$270,601 

Planned Annual Budget for Sunday & Holy Day Collections 

$320,000 

YTD Collected as a percentage of Planned Annual Budget 

85% 
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   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com St. Gregory The Great, Chicago, IL      A 4C 01-1492

LAW OFFICE
Specialize in Real Estate,

Wills, Personal Injury

JAKUBCO, RICHARDS
& JAKUBCO

Free quotes on legal fees

2224 W. Irving Park

(773) 588-3395

DRAKE & SON 

FUNERAL HOME

www.drakeandsonfuneralhome.com

5303 North Western Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60625

Owned and Operated by SCI Illinois Services, LLC

CREMATION 

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

773-561-6874

ARE YOU LOOKING TO

BUY OR SELL?

312.685.2354
John@ScarpaRealEstate.com
www.HomesOfAndersonville.com

JOHN 
SCARPA
REALTOR®, Neighbor
PSA, RENE, e-PRO, SRS, ABR

CALL JOHN SCARPA TODAY

312.685.2354
John@ScarpaRealEstate.com
www.HomesOfAndersonville.com

JOHN 
SCARPA
REALTOR®, Neighbor
PSA, RENE, e-PRO, SRS, ABR

CALL JOHN SCARPA TODAY

Snow Removal & Landscaping

773-217-7669
www.lindygroup.com

Contact Jeff Tkachuk to place an ad today! 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2513


