
THE GREGORIAN 

  AUGUST 30, 2020  TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

“WHOEVER WISHES TO COME  

AFTER ME MUST DENY  

HIMSELF, TAKE UP HIS CROSS, 

AND FOLLOW ME. “  



 

PARISH/COMMUNITY EVENTS/INFORMATION 

OUR PARISH MISSION 

 

St. Gregory the Great  

 

Mission Statement 

 

St. Gregory the Great is a Catholic Church made up of people of many different ages,  

talents, and cultural backgrounds. We are an urban faith community with a small town 

feel of welcome and hospitality. Motivated by our baptismal calling, we accept our  

duty to embody the presence of Jesus Christ in the world and to take up the mission he 

entrusted to us by our word and example. We glorify God through support and service of 

our time, talent, and treasure to our church and to the larger community in which we 

live. 
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TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

HOMILY, GOODBYE AND THANK YOU FROM FR. BRIAN 

 

I remember reading, many years ago, an essay in ‘America’ magazine, in which the author - a young man, raised a Catholic - 

reported that he had reached the painful decision to leave the Catholic Church, and stop attending Mass. There was anguish in 

his words. His reason for leaving, he said, was that  ‘he had become a stranger to Jesus Christ. ‘    

 

My first reaction was anger at the priest, or priests, at this young man’s parish. That a person could attend Mass, Sunday after 

Sunday, and become a stranger to Jesus Christ was - at least to my way of looking at it -a terrible indictment of those men 

whose job it was to preside at Mass ‘in the person of Jesus Christ.’ But as time passed, my anger gave way to sadness. That 

young man’s words remind me that it is hunger that brings us together - that insatiable, 2000-year-old, hunger for Christ. 

 

“But you, who do you say that I am?” 

 

The fact that Christ enthusiastically applauds Peter’s answer would seem to suggest that Peter got it right. 

 

“You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 

 

It’s interesting, though, I think, that this is a name and title that Jesus never claims for himself. He describes himself as ‘the 

Good Shepherd;’ He describes himself as ‘the True Vine;’ He describes himself as ‘Living Bread, come down from heaven.’ 

But never, precisely, as ‘the Christ, the Son of the Living God.’ I feel it’s also worth pointing out that Peter’s short profession 

of faith, here, is preceded, by a chapter or two, by Christ’s challenge to Peter, “Oh you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 

when Christ had to pull Peter out of the sea; and Peter’s profession is followed, as we will hear next Sunday, by Christ’s    

reprimand, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are judging, not as God judges, but as human beings judge.’ 

 

And, of course, Peter’s short profession of faith here must be weighed against his treacherous assertion, repeated three times, 

at the end: ‘I do not know the man!’ 

 

Of course, St. Peter was answering before Christ’s passion and death; St. Peter was answering before Christ’s resurrection 

and ascension; and St. Peter was answering before Pentecost. 

 

St. Peter was also answering before the great ‘ecumenical councils’ of the fourth and fifth centuries, that hammered out the 

Church’s Creed. 

 

Consider this - St. Peter was able to answer Christ’s question, ‘Who do you say that I am?’ with just ten words - ‘You are the 

Christ, the Son of the Living God.’ Whereas the Creed that we recite every Sunday devotes one hundred and thirty-one words 

to answering that same question - who Christ is. You might remember that the English translation of the texts of the Mass was 

revised some years back; Pope John Paul II - as well as our own Cardinal George - considered the translation that we had been 

using for over 40 years, by then  to be too imprecise, theologically.  

         (Continued on next page) 
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Perhaps the most jarring revision that most of remember is the change from professing Christ to be ‘one in being with the   

Father,’ to being ‘consubstantial with the Father.’ Each of these two translations attempts to render into English the ancient 

Greek word, ‘homoousios.’ The fact that they had to resort to an English word that no English-speaking person in the world   

had ever heard before - ‘consubstantial’ - suggests just how seriously words sometimes fail us. 

 

‘The Catechism of the Catholic Church,’ finally, devotes 272 pages to answering the question of ‘who Christ is.’ And every 

year, dozens of each generation’s finest theologians take their own crack at answering Christ’s question with lengthy books 

that they hope will provide a more adequate answer. 

 

Who do you say that I am?’ 

 

Christ is God, of course…So we Christians claim. 

 

And so, ten words or one hundred and thirty-one words or two hundred and seventy-two pages - it hardly matters. Because 

Christ is God, no number of words will ever be adequate. 

 

But we Christians also claim that Christ is human, like us. Fully human and fully divine. 

 

Sent to redeem us from Adam and Eve’s original sin, Christ is the sacrament of our ‘humanity redeemed.’ Or, to put it      

another way, Christ is the revelation of what our ‘humanity, perfected,’ looks like. 

 

• Perfected humanity is mercy - Unfailing mercy. 

• Perfected humanity is self-emptying - Christ’s humanity emptied, in order to redeem the divine in you. 

• Perfected humanity serves God first. “Not my will,” Christ says, “but thy will be done.” 

 

It occurs to me that when Christ asks the disciples, ‘Who do you say that I am?’ he’s not asking for biographers, but witnesses. 

Witnesses. Virtuous, trustworthy, compelling witnesses who can step to the front of our panicked, world-falling-down and 

promise, reassuringly, “I’ve been down here before, and I know the way out.” 

 

Witnesses. Joyful, generous, Christ-bound witnesses who can reach out their hands to a hungry world and say, “Follow me.     

I know of a place where there’s always a meal.” 

 

Witnesses. Broken and mended, sinners and saints, witnesses who can kneel at the feet of a sinful world, and whisper, “The 

Master would like you to dine with him now.” 

 

“Living Bread;” that’s who he is. For us to eat, and never die. 

 

Last week, when Fr. Paul asked whether I might take a few moments at Mass today to make my farewells before the merger  

of St. Gregory with St. Ita and St. Thomas of Canterbury, a week from Thursday, it occurred to me that I arrived at St.    

Gregory’s in 2001, just a few weeks after 9 / 11, and I’m leaving nearly nineteen years later, in the midst of a pandemic that 

has already taken more than 175,000 American lives. One could say that my assignment here has been ‘bookended’ by crises. 

 

But I recognized that there is a flawed inference in that - that the weeks, and months, and years in between have been 

‘normal,’ ‘smooth-sailing,’ or free from crisis. In fact, off the top of my head, I can name at least a dozen ‘lesser crises’ that 

have punctuated my years here. 

 

Afghanistan. Iraq. Guantanamo Bay and Abu Ghraib. 

Katrina. Harvey. Sandy. Maria. 

Lehmann Brothers and the Housing Bubble and the Great Recession. 

Deepwater Horizon. 

9 dead at Emmanuel Church in Charleston. 

17 dead at a high school in Parkland, Florida. 

58 dead at the Harvest Music Festival in Las Vegas. 

 

        (Continued on next page) 
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I read a poll recently that suggested that a majority of Baby Boomers - among whom I count myself – assert that ‘the times 

were better’ in their youth. But let us remember that ‘our youth’ was spent waging the Cold War, the linchpin of which was 

‘mutually assured destruction.’ Our memories sometimes play tricks. 

 

The times have not stood still for the Church, either. Over the past 19 years, we Catholics have known 3 popes, and we     

Chicagoans have known 2 archbishops. And we have suffered the worst scandal and the worst threat to the credibility of the 

Church since the Reformation. It will take years for Christ to mend it. And we must humbly submit to Christ’s mending. 

When I came to St. Gregory’s, Fr. Winters asked that I make it my ministry here to serve as ‘an advocate for the liturgy.’   

Liturgy is what I taught at the seminary before I came here,  and so it seemed a natural fit. I want to offer my particular thanks 

to all of you who have served in our liturgical ministries and served with me as ‘advocates for good liturgy.’ 

 

But Fr. Winters also asked me to remember that Vatican II declared the first duty and obligation of priests to be preaching    

the gospel. To preach Christ’s ‘Good News’ is a priest’s first job. 

 

Thank you all for allowing me that privilege. My plans haven’t been quite firmed up yet. Cardinal Cupich has given me       

permission to retire, as fragile health will keep me, for the foreseeable future, from any type of ‘active ministry.’ Once Covid 

is behind us, I’ll re-evaluate. 

 

My siblings are looking for an apartment for me in Oak Park, so that I can be nearer to my Dad, although the retirement  

home where he lives is still severely limiting visitors. 

 

Once I get settled, I’ll write with my contact information. 

 

And so I want to say thank you. Thank you to Fr. Paul, and all of St. Gregory’s talented staff, and to all of you for your       

support, across the years, and thank you for your patience. This beautiful church, and you beautiful people have been my  

vineyard. Please pray for me, as I will pray for you. Allow me to close with some favorite words from the pope of my youth 

‘Good’ Pope John XXIII. I’ve shared them with you before. 

 

In describing the Church’s role in the modern world, Pope John XXIII wrote, “We are not put on earth to guard a museum, 

but to cultivate a flourishing garden of life.’  

 

Flourish in Christliness, St. Gregory’s! In Christ’s life-without-end may you flourish. 

 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 

I want to thank everyone who has continued to support St. Gregory the Great through GiveCentral or through the           

Archdiocesan offertory link or by mailing or dropping off your Sunday and Easter contributions at the Parish Center.          

Fortunately, we are still able to pay our bills even though our current revenue from  Sunday and Easter is significantly below 

budget. Fortunately, we are eligible to apply for a PPP (Payroll    Protection Plan) forgivable loan that is available to us 

through the government stimulus plan. We applied through our bank - U.S. Bank - for a loan for $74,260 which would cover 

the cost of salaries and utilities for a period of 8 weeks. Our loan application was accepted but is in a holding pattern because 

there is currently no more money in the fund set aside for this. Hopefully this fund will be replenished, and we can receive  

this forgivable loan. So say a prayer that we will be approved. 

 

Please consider giving online at https://www.givecentral.org/ where you can make a one-time or ongoing contribution to  

St. Gregory the Great or please consider giving online at www.archchicago.org/offertory where you can make a one time or 

ongoing donation to St. Gregory the Great. Make sure to select St.   Gregory the Great Church from the drop-down menu on 

the form. You can also make your Sunday or Easter offering by mailing it to us or dropping it through the mail slot at the front 

door of the Parish Center - 5545 N. Paulina, Chicago, IL  60640. 

Thanks again for your financial support of St. Gregory the Great Church. May God continue to bless you. Stay safe and well. 

 

Fr. Paul 
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BINGO 

Bingo at  St. Gregory is “Smoke Free” 

 

 

TUESDAY NIGHT BINGO AT ST. GREGORY 

Games begin at 7:00 PM in the 

Gym Basement—Social Hall  

(1609 West Gregory St.) 

 

$2,250 in prizes (includes 2— $500 games)  

 

In case of bad weather, please call the Parish Center at  

773-561-3546, after 2:00p.m. for possible cancellation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord Jesus, you speak to us today, 

As you spoke to holy men and women 

who have gone before us. 

in every age and in our own time, 

you call to us and say: “Renew My Church.” 

 

Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us, 

and so enable us 

to hear you clearly 

to listen to each other attentively 

to imagine our future boldly 

to discern your direction wisely 

to persevere in your holy will courageously 

to stay together in charity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to surrender our own plans readily 

to embrace the greater good 

to hand on your gifts to future generations. 

 

May we remain in the holy company of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, 

and all the saints. 

May their example and presence 

inspire us with patient confidence 

in the work of your grace. 

 

We ask this of you who live and reign 

with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

forever and ever. Amen 

PRAYER FOR “RENEW MY CHURCH” 

 

LIVE STREAMED MASSES 

The Archdiocese of Chicago continues to livestream weekday and Sunday Masses at https://

radiotv.archchicago.org/television/broadcast-masses. All Masses are also available at YouTube.com/

catholicchicago. 

 

The Mercy Home Mass for shut-ins is available every Sunday at 9:30a.m. on WGN, channel 9. Bishop     

Robert Barron is livestreaming daily and Sunday Mass at https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/.  

Also, continue to pray daily for all those who have been impacted by the Covid-19 virus when you hear our 

Church bells ringing at 9a.m., noon, 3p.m., 6p.m. and 9p.m. 

AS OF MARCH 10, 2020 

BINGO IS SUSPENDED 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE  
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OUR PRAYERS 

Liturgical MINISTRIES   SEPTEMBER 5/SEPTEMBER 6 

 

Saturday—4:30pm  Sunday—10:00am 

Presider 

Fr. Paul Wachdorf  Fr. Paul Wachdorf 

Lectors/Commentators Millie Slane  Susan Silvano 

Eucharistic Ministers    

 

   

Altar Servers    

 

   

                  Mass Intentions  

 

    SUNDAY, August 30 

     8:30am—Parishioners 

    10:00am—+Connie Buenvenida 

                       +Pearl Tolbert 

                       +Edward Thomalla 

    MONDAY, August 31 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

    TUESDAY, September 1 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

    WEDNESDAY, September 2 

      8:30am—Memorial Fund 

    THURSDAY, September 3 

     8:30am—Parishioners 

    FRIDAY, September 4 

     8:30am—+Mike Wallace 

    SATURDAY, September 5 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

    4:30pm—+Mary, James & Thomas Nelson 

    SUNDAY, September 6 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

   10:00am—Parishioners 

                       

                    

                   

                  

                     

Prayer List 

 

Cassandra C. Morales 

Jesus Manuel Rosario 

Rosa Maria Santos 

Stanley Gnoske 

Richard Malone 

Elsa Ardales 

Eloise Coughlin 

Ida Christiansen 

Peter Saldanha 

Virginia Rodriquez 

Edward Joyce 

Jerry Cressy 

Martin Roach 

Paul Zale 

Colleen Dwyer 

Letty Tibudan 

Marylyn Ahlfeld 

Katie Fangman 

Paulie Corbett 

Debra Melbye 

Daniel Ahlfeld 

In Loving Memory: 

+Pearl Tolbert 

 Ruth Schlee 

+Mary Hess 

 Carol Hanson 

 Sr. Barbara Quinn 

 

Special Intentions 

 Ruth Schlee 

Happy 95th birthday! 

  From your family 

  

Memorial Fund 

  

 Anthony  DelRosario 

Our Armed Forces 

      Please pray for 

 

 

Joel Rivera 

John Sharonbrock 

Jim Maloney 

Edward Thomalla 

Mark Dichosa 

Cresanto Pineda 

Chris Cano 

Joan Frost 

Angel Luis Rosario 

Dawn Turco 

Darlene Keane 

Kameron Reyna 

Chris Fitzgerald 

Lenore Thomalla 

Jerry Barrio, Jr. 

Julie Ackermann 

Martha Schaffrath 

Paula Marroquin 

Thomas Ahlfeld Jr. 

 

Greeters 

 

At 6p.m. every Wednesday, we ask that you take a moment   to pray 

for the healing of the Church and its leadership and for the healing of all 

victims of clergy sexual misconduct. 



PARISH CENTER 

5545 N. Paulina St., Chicago, IL  60640 

773-561-3546 

773-728-3827 (fax)—www.stgregory.net 

Hours: 

Monday-Thursday- 9:00am - 7:00 pm 

Friday- 9:00am - 4:30pm  

Saturday-9:00am - 4:30pm 

Sunday-9:00am - Noon 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

     Rev. Paul Wachdorf, Pastor 

     Rev. Brian Fischer, Associate Pastor 

     Sr. Regina De Vitto, Pastoral Associate 

     Ms. Cheri Dahlen, Director of Music 

     Mr. John Miaso, Business Manager 

     Ms. Bernadette Daniels, Administrative Asst. 

     Mr. Joseph Malham 

 

SACRISTAN 

     Mr. Dan Creed 

 

Mr. Joseph Malham, Iconographer, Artist-in-Residence 

Amy Alznauer, Creative Writer, Artist-in-Residence 

 

SCHOOLS 

Northside Catholic Academy (NCA) ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Admissions Office: 773-743-6277 

 

ST. GREGORY CREDIT UNION 

1609 W. Gregory St., Chicago, IL  60640 

773-561-5493 

Sunday  9:30am-12:00pm & Wednesday  7:00pm-9:00pm 

 

ST. GREGORY THE GREAT APP 

Can be found at St. Gregory the Great, Chicago IL 

iPhone Users-Text : great1 to 555888 

Android Users-Text : great2 to 555888    

 

MASSES 

Sunday: Saturday Evening—4:30pm, Sunday—8:30am and 10:30am. 

Weekdays: Monday - Saturday—8:30am 

Holy Days of Obligation: Please go to our Website Homepage and 

click on the Monthly Calendar for Mass times. 

 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptisms:  First Sunday of the Month—1:00pm (except  

during Lent) 

 

Weddings: Arrange with a pastoral staff member at least six months   

in advance. Participation in marriage preparation is essential. 

 

Reconciliation 

Saturday– 3:30pm - 4:15pm 

 

SERVICES 

Prayer Requests: If you or a family member or relative is ill and would 

like to be included on the list of prayer requests, please call the Parish  

Center. 

Mass Intentions: You may request a Mass intention for  

someone who is living or deceased or special occasions such as birthdays, 

special anniversary, get well wishes. Please call or stop by the Parish    

Center. 

 

DEVOTIONS 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 1st Friday of each month, 

9:00am-10:00am, except when  funerals are scheduled. 

Novena To Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Wednesdays 6:30pm 

 

TAIZE PRAYER SERVICE 

The Taizé Prayer Service will focus on seasonal icons. Taizé Prayer Service 

will be held in Church on Sundays at 4:00pm.  

 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 

The Charismatic Prayer Community meetings are held on Sundays 

from  5:00-7:00pm in the Baseheart room in the lower level of the 

gym building.   

 

       

Date Envelopes Cash/Loose Electronic Giving Total 

June 7 $ $1,980  $1,980 

June 14 $ $  $ 

June 21 $ $2,370 $10,768 $13,138 

June 28 $ $1,265  $1,265 

     

Holy Days $ $ $  30 $ 30 

Total $ $5,615 $10,798 $16,413 

     

Parish & School INFORMATION & SERVICES 

Sunday and Holy Day 

Collection Totals 

For Fiscal Year July 1—June 30 

 

June 

Over/(Under) Monthly Budget—Year-to-Date 

$ (32,407) 

Year-to-Date Collected as of  June 30, 2020 

$287,014 

Planned Annual Budget for Sunday & Holy Day Collections 

$320,000 

YTD Collected as a percentage of Planned Annual Budget 

90% 
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   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com St. Gregory The Great, Chicago, IL      A 4C 01-1492

LAW OFFICE
Specialize in Real Estate,

Wills, Personal Injury

JAKUBCO, RICHARDS
& JAKUBCO

Free quotes on legal fees

2224 W. Irving Park

(773) 588-3395

DRAKE & SON 

FUNERAL HOME

www.drakeandsonfuneralhome.com

5303 North Western Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60625

Owned and Operated by SCI Illinois Services, LLC

CREMATION 

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

773-561-6874

ARE YOU LOOKING TO

BUY OR SELL?

312.685.2354
John@ScarpaRealEstate.com
www.HomesOfAndersonville.com

JOHN 
SCARPA
REALTOR®, Neighbor
PSA, RENE, e-PRO, SRS, ABR

CALL JOHN SCARPA TODAY

312.685.2354
John@ScarpaRealEstate.com
www.HomesOfAndersonville.com

JOHN 
SCARPA
REALTOR®, Neighbor
PSA, RENE, e-PRO, SRS, ABR

CALL JOHN SCARPA TODAY

Snow Removal & Landscaping

773-217-7669
www.lindygroup.com

Contact Jeff Tkachuk to place an ad today! 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2513


