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PARISH/COMMUNITY EVENTS/INFORMATION 

OUR PARISH MISSION 

 

St. Gregory the Great  

 

Mission Statement 

 

St. Gregory the Great is a Catholic Church made up of people of many different ages,  

talents, and cultural backgrounds. We are an urban faith community with a small town 

feel of welcome and hospitality. Motivated by our baptismal calling, we accept our  

duty to embody the presence of Jesus Christ in the world and to take up the mission he 

entrusted to us by our word and example. We glorify God through support and service of 

our time, talent, and treasure to our church and to the larger community in which we 

live. 
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Cover Icon - The icon of Saint Gregory the Great that is on the cover was commissioned by Father Paul 

as a parting gift to Fr. Bob Cook and the people of Saint Ita and Saint Thomas of Canterbury to mark the 

merger of the three parishes. It was created by parishioner Joseph  Malham. The inscription on the back 

reads "Presented by Father Paul Wachdorf and the people of Saint Gregory the Great to Father Bob Cook, 

OFM, Conv. on the merger with Saints Ita  and Thomas of Canterbury. September 3, 2020". 

 

ST. GREGORY THE GREAT – POPE AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 

 

Thursday, Sept. 3 was the feast day of St. Gregory the Great. He lived from 540 to 604 A.D. St. Gregory  

was the Prefect of Rome before he was 30 years of age. After five years in office, he resigned, founded  

six monasteries on his Sicilian   Estate, and became a Benedictine monk in his own home at Rome.      

Ordained a priest, he became one of the Pope’s seven deacons and also served six years in  the East as  

Papal Nuncio in Constantinople. He was recalled to become Abbot and at the age of 50 was elected 

Pope. He served as    pope from 590 to 604. As pope, he was direct and firm. He removed unworthy 

priests from office, forbade taking money for many services, emptied the papal treasury to ransom    

prisoners of the Lombards and to care for persecuted Jews and the victims of plague and famine. He was 

very concerned about the conversion of  England and sent forty monks there from his own Monastery. 

He is known for his reforms of the liturgy, for strengthening   respect for doctrine, and for introducing 

the type of music known as Gregorian Chant.  His book, Pastoral Care, on the duties and qualities of a 

Bishop, was read for centuries after his death. He described Bishops mainly as physicians whose main   

duties were preaching and the   enforcement of discipline. In his own down-to-earth preaching, Gregory 

was skilled at applying the     daily Gospel to the needs of his  listeners. Gregory lived in a time of      

perpetual strife with invading   Lombards and difficult relations with the East. When Rome itself was  

under attack, it was he who went to interview the Lombard king. An  Anglican historian has written of 

him, “It is impossible to conceive what would have been the  confusion, the lawlessness, the chaotic state 

of the Middle Ages without the Medieval Papacy; and of the Medieval Papacy, the real father is Gregory 

the Great.” If you look at the high altar in our Church, Pope St. Gregory the Great is the figure on the far 

right. 

 



PARISH NEWS/INFORMATION 
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THANK YOU AND GOODBYE FROM BERNADETTE DANIELS 

 

Many of you already have heard that I will be retiring from St. Gregory the Great Church after 14 and a half years as 

the Parish Administrative Assistant. I made up my mind awhile back that age 70 was a good age for me to retire. For 

now, I plan to do a little traveling to visit a couple of my siblings who live out of state when we finally get control of 

this pandemic. Most of the rest of my family lives here in the Chicagoland area. 

 

Over the years I have had the pleasure to work with and be a part of the many Parish Ministries here at St. Gregory 

the Great. Thanks to all of you for your dedication, kindness, encouragement and support. 

 

I also would like to thank all the parishioners who volunteered to help out at the Parish Center over the past 14  

years as receptionists and who assisted me with various projects for upcoming events. Your assistance was very  

much appreciated!! 

 

Lastly, I want to thank my co-workers on the Parish staff. From day one, they welcomed and supported me  as if I 

were family (except without all of the fighting of course ☺) We worked well together. We had fun together. One day Fr. 

Paul came up with idea that the staff, every now and then, should have a “play date”  together. We would sometimes 

go to see a movie with dinner afterword, or we would sometimes just go to dinner together. Once, we even went 

Miniature Golfing (that was fun!!) (Guess who won?) I will miss them and everyone at St. Gregory the Great Parish. 

 

You will be in my heart and my prayers.  

 

Please stay well and safe.—Bernadette Daniels 

 

THANK YOU AND GOODBYE FROM FR. PAUL 

Shortly after I was ordained a priest on May 14, 1975, I received some congratulatory letters from students 

at St. Benedict Grammar School in Blue Island. One of them said this: Dear Father Wachdorf, I am glad you 

are becoming a priest because there are very few priests in the world. I hope you are successful in being a 

priest. But don’t feel bad if you do not make it. Today I am very happy to say that 45 years later, I made it. 

And you, the good, faithful and faith-filled people of St. Gregory the Great Church have helped me in so 

many different ways to make it. I am so grateful for your prayers, your support and your patience with me 

over the past 13 years. 

 

My arrival here at St. Gregory the Great 13 years ago has brought with it so many wonderful gifts. It gave  

me the opportunity  to celebrate the sacraments with you – baptism, reconciliation, Eucharist, confirmation, 

anointing of the sick, funerals and weddings. It gave me the privilege of being able to work with you in a   

variety of different ministerial settings. It gave me the chance to work with some wonderful priests, religious 

and staff. I am most grateful for the many ways in which I have, through my interactions with you, been 

formed into a better disciple and priest of Jesus Christ. 

 

I have also been graced to be able to share the fruits of my own faith, study and prayer with you through    

my preaching and teaching. My personal mission statement over the past 45 years has been to promote the 

personal and spiritual growth of others, to help them become the best version of themselves that God has 

created them to be. I hope that my efforts to sow seeds of faith, hope and love have borne fruit in you. 

 

People have asked me how I am feeling about leaving St. Gregory the Great Church and moving into retirement.  

My feelings are very bittersweet. I feel deep sadness about leaving this parish and all of you who have been such an 

important and formative part of my life and my priesthood. You have been family to me. (Continued next page)
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PARISH COMMUNITY/ EVENTS/INFORMATION 

 

Both my parents are deceased, and I have only one sister who is not married and who lives in Minneapolis, MN. So 

over the course of  the past 13 years you have become my family and friends. I am grieving because I will miss my 

ongoing interactions with you, the wonderful community of faith here at St. Gregory the Great. I can’t thank you 

enough for the opportunities I have had to get to know you and serve you. Thank you for the many ways in which 

you have served me and gifted my life. Know that you have been and will continue to be in my prayers. Please keep 

me in your prayers. So how do I feel? I feel sad. I am grieving.  

 

But I also feel sweetness. I am looking forward to new challenges and new opportunities to live out my priesthood.   

I am looking forward to just being a priest and not having to worry about raising funds, fixing aging buildings and all 

the other things involved with the day to day administration of a parish.  

 

People have asked me what I am going to do once I retire. I will be moving into a manufactured home that I own in 

Lake Zurich, IL. Once I settle in and get used to what it means to be retired, I will make myself available to parishes 

in Lake County who need help with Mass or sacraments. In addition, the Archdiocese of Chicago has asked me to 

take on a new ministry – to coordinate spiritual direction for the priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago. I will be on 

to recruit spiritual directors, to provide them with training, resourcing and supervision and to be a contact person 

for priests who are looking for a spiritual director. When I was a member of the faculty of Mundelein Seminary, I 

was the Director of Spiritual Life and Prayer Formation for our seminarians for 16 years. I was on to coordinate  

spiritual direction for them. So this new job is something I have enjoyed doing in the past and look forward to       

doing in the future. 

 

When I left my first parish assignment at St. John Fisher Parish, my pastor wrote me a letter thanking me for my 

contributions to the parish in the six years that I had served there. He also said that if he had offended or hurt me in 

any way, he wanted to offer me his sincere apologies and to ask for my forgiveness. I was deeply moved by that. In 

that spirit, I want to say the same to you. If in any way over the past 13 years I have hurt, offended or neglected you 

in any way by what I have said or done or not said or not done, I apologize, and I ask for your forgiveness.  

 

Let me conclude by saying that I feel bittersweet – sad and grieving but also hopeful and optimistic about new and 

challenging possibilities in retirement. And I would guess that most if not all of you also have bittersweet feelings.   

In my conversations with you, you have shared  that you are sad and grieving because  the reality of St. Gregory the 

Great is changing and priests and staff that you have come to know and work with are retiring or moving on to new 

ministries. And it is important for us to mourn and grieve. But I also hope you feel hopeful and optimistic about    

the future. The merger with Sts. Ita/Thomas of Canterbury will bring many changes, new challenges and new      

opportunities. I hope that you remain patient and open    minded, giving this new reality a chance to flourish and 

grow. And I hope you welcome Fr. Bob Cook and the Franciscans with the same warmth, welcome and hospitality 

that you offered to me when I first came here as your pastor. 

 

Some of you might remember the comedienne Bob Hope. When I was growing up, he hosted a weekly TV          

program. He ended every program with a song entitled Thanks for the Memories. And I want to end by saying to   

all of you, thanks for the many wonderful memories that I will take with me into retirement of things we did         

together for better for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, in joy and sorrow, in life and in death. 

 

May God bless you and keep you safe and well. – Fr. Paul 

�
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BINGO 

Bingo at  St. Gregory is “Smoke Free” 

 

 

TUESDAY NIGHT BINGO AT ST. GREGORY 

Games begin at 7:00 PM in the 

Gym Basement—Social Hall  

(1609 West Gregory St.) 

 

$2,250 in prizes (includes 2— $500 games)  

 

In case of bad weather, please call the Parish Center at  

773-561-3546, after 2:00p.m. for possible cancellation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord Jesus, you speak to us today, 

As you spoke to holy men and women 

who have gone before us. 

in every age and in our own time, 

you call to us and say: “Renew My Church.” 

 

Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us, 

and so enable us 

to hear you clearly 

to listen to each other attentively 

to imagine our future boldly 

to discern your direction wisely 

to persevere in your holy will courageously 

to stay together in charity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to surrender our own plans readily 

to embrace the greater good 

to hand on your gifts to future generations. 

 

May we remain in the holy company of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, 

and all the saints. 

May their example and presence 

inspire us with patient confidence 

in the work of your grace. 

 

We ask this of you who live and reign 

with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

forever and ever. Amen 

PRAYER FOR “RENEW MY CHURCH” 

 

LIVE STREAMED MASSES 

The Archdiocese of Chicago continues to livestream weekday and Sunday Masses at https://

radiotv.archchicago.org/television/broadcast-masses. All Masses are also available at YouTube.com/

catholicchicago. 

 

The Mercy Home Mass for shut-ins is available every Sunday at 9:30a.m. on WGN, channel 9. Bishop     

Robert Barron is livestreaming daily and Sunday Mass at https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/.  

Also, continue to pray daily for all those who have been impacted by the Covid-19 virus when you hear our 

Church bells ringing at 9a.m., noon, 3p.m., 6p.m. and 9p.m. 

AS OF MARCH 10, 2020 

BINGO IS SUSPENDED 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE  
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OUR PRAYERS 

Liturgical MINISTRIES   SEPTEMBER 12/SEPTEMBER 13 

 

Saturday—4:30pm  Sunday—10:00am 

Presider 

Fr. Paul Wachdorf  Fr. Paul Wachdorf 

Lectors/Commentators Jane Hirt  Daniel Yingst 

Eucharistic Ministers    

 

   

Altar Servers    

 

   

                  Mass Intentions  

 

    SUNDAY, September 6 

     8:30am—Parishioners 

    10:00am—+Connie Buenvenida 

                       +Pearl Tolbert 

                       +Edward Thomalla 

    MONDAY, September 7 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

    TUESDAY, September 8 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

    WEDNESDAY, September 9 

      8:30am—Memorial Fund 

    THURSDAY, September 10 

     8:30am—Parishioners 

    FRIDAY, September 11 

     8:30am—+Mike Wallace 

    SATURDAY, September 12 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

    4:30pm—+Mary, James & Thomas Nelson 

    SUNDAY, September 13 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

   10:00am—Parishioners 

                       

                    

                   

                  

                     

Prayer List 

 

Cassandra C. Morales 

Jesus Manuel Rosario 

Rosa Maria Santos 

Stanley Gnoske 

Richard Malone 

Elsa Ardales 

Eloise Coughlin 

Ida Christiansen 

Peter Saldanha 

Virginia Rodriquez 

Edward Joyce 

Jerry Cressy 

Martin Roach 

Paul Zale 

Colleen Dwyer 

Letty Tibudan 

Marylyn Ahlfeld 

Katie Fangman 

Paulie Corbett 

Debra Melbye 

Daniel Ahlfeld 

In Loving Memory: 

+Pearl Tolbert 

 Ruth Schlee 

+Mary Hess 

 Carol Hanson 

 Sr. Barbara Quinn 

 

Special Intentions 

 Ruth Schlee 

Happy 95th birthday! 

  From your family 

  

Memorial Fund 

  

 Anthony  DelRosario 

Our Armed Forces 

      Please pray for 

 

 

Joel Rivera 

John Sharonbrock 

Jim Maloney 

Edward Thomalla 

Mark Dichosa 

Cresanto Pineda 

Chris Cano 

Joan Frost 

Angel Luis Rosario 

Dawn Turco 

Darlene Keane 

Kameron Reyna 

Chris Fitzgerald 

Lenore Thomalla 

Jerry Barrio, Jr. 

Julie Ackermann 

Martha Schaffrath 

Paula Marroquin 

Thomas Ahlfeld Jr. 

 

Greeters 

 

At 6p.m. every Wednesday, we ask that you take a moment   to pray 

for the healing of the Church and its leadership and for the healing of all 

victims of clergy sexual misconduct. 



PARISH CENTER 

5545 N. Paulina St., Chicago, IL  60640 

773-561-3546 

773-728-3827 (fax)—www.stgregory.net 

Hours: 

Monday-Thursday- 9:00am - 7:00 pm 

Friday- 9:00am - 4:30pm  

Saturday-9:00am - 4:30pm 

Sunday-9:00am - Noon 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

     Rev. Paul Wachdorf, Pastor 

     Rev. Brian Fischer, Associate Pastor 

     Sr. Regina De Vitto, Pastoral Associate 

     Ms. Cheri Dahlen, Director of Music 

     Mr. John Miaso, Business Manager 

     Ms. Bernadette Daniels, Administrative Asst. 

     Mr. Joseph Malham 

 

SACRISTAN 

     Mr. Dan Creed 

 

Mr. Joseph Malham, Iconographer, Artist-in-Residence 

Amy Alznauer, Creative Writer, Artist-in-Residence 

 

SCHOOLS 

Northside Catholic Academy (NCA) ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Admissions Office: 773-743-6277 

 

ST. GREGORY CREDIT UNION 

1609 W. Gregory St., Chicago, IL  60640 

773-561-5493 

Sunday  9:30am-12:00pm & Wednesday  7:00pm-9:00pm 

 

ST. GREGORY THE GREAT APP 

Can be found at St. Gregory the Great, Chicago IL 

iPhone Users-Text : great1 to 555888 

Android Users-Text : great2 to 555888    

 

MASSES 

Sunday: Saturday Evening—4:30pm, Sunday—8:30am and 10:30am. 

Weekdays: Monday - Saturday—8:30am 

Holy Days of Obligation: Please go to our Website Homepage and 

click on the Monthly Calendar for Mass times. 

 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptisms:  First Sunday of the Month—1:00pm (except  

during Lent) 

 

Weddings: Arrange with a pastoral staff member at least six months   

in advance. Participation in marriage preparation is essential. 

 

Reconciliation 

Saturday– 3:30pm - 4:15pm 

 

SERVICES 

Prayer Requests: If you or a family member or relative is ill and would 

like to be included on the list of prayer requests, please call the Parish  

Center. 

Mass Intentions: You may request a Mass intention for  

someone who is living or deceased or special occasions such as birthdays, 

special anniversary, get well wishes. Please call or stop by the Parish    

Center. 

 

DEVOTIONS 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 1st Friday of each month, 

9:00am-10:00am, except when  funerals are scheduled. 

Novena To Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Wednesdays 6:30pm 

 

TAIZE PRAYER SERVICE 

The Taizé Prayer Service will focus on seasonal icons. Taizé Prayer Service 

will be held in Church on Sundays at 4:00pm.  

 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 

The Charismatic Prayer Community meetings are held on Sundays 

from  5:00-7:00pm in the Baseheart room in the lower level of the 

gym building.   

 

       

Date Envelopes Cash/Loose Electronic Giving Total 

June 7 $ $1,980  $1,980 

June 14 $ $  $ 

June 21 $ $2,370 $10,768 $13,138 

June 28 $ $1,265  $1,265 

     

Holy Days $ $ $  30 $ 30 

Total $ $5,615 $10,798 $16,413 

     

Parish & School INFORMATION & SERVICES 

Sunday and Holy Day 

Collection Totals 

For Fiscal Year July 1—June 30 

 

June 

Over/(Under) Monthly Budget—Year-to-Date 

$ (32,407) 

Year-to-Date Collected as of  June 30, 2020 

$287,014 

Planned Annual Budget for Sunday & Holy Day Collections 

$320,000 

YTD Collected as a percentage of Planned Annual Budget 

90% 
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   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com St. Gregory The Great, Chicago, IL      A 4C 01-1492

LAW OFFICE
Specialize in Real Estate,

Wills, Personal Injury

JAKUBCO, RICHARDS
& JAKUBCO

Free quotes on legal fees

2224 W. Irving Park

(773) 588-3395

DRAKE & SON 

FUNERAL HOME

www.drakeandsonfuneralhome.com

5303 North Western Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60625

Owned and Operated by SCI Illinois Services, LLC

CREMATION 

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

773-561-6874

ARE YOU LOOKING TO

BUY OR SELL?

312.685.2354
John@ScarpaRealEstate.com
www.HomesOfAndersonville.com

JOHN 
SCARPA
REALTOR®, Neighbor
PSA, RENE, e-PRO, SRS, ABR

CALL JOHN SCARPA TODAY

312.685.2354
John@ScarpaRealEstate.com
www.HomesOfAndersonville.com

JOHN 
SCARPA
REALTOR®, Neighbor
PSA, RENE, e-PRO, SRS, ABR

CALL JOHN SCARPA TODAY

Snow Removal & Landscaping

773-217-7669
www.lindygroup.com

Contact Jeff Tkachuk to place an ad today! 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2513


