
THE GREGORIAN 

  SEPTEMBER 20, 2020  TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

“THE  FIRST SHALL BE LAST 

AND THE LAST SHALL BE 

FIRST.” 



 

PARISH/COMMUNITY EVENTS/INFORMATION 

OUR PARISH MISSION 

 

St. Gregory the Great  

 

Mission Statement 

 

St. Gregory the Great is a Catholic Church made up of people of many different ages,  

talents, and cultural backgrounds. We are an urban faith community with a small town 

feel of welcome and hospitality. Motivated by our baptismal calling, we accept our  

duty to embody the presence of Jesus Christ in the world and to take up the mission he 

entrusted to us by our word and example. We glorify God through support and service of 

our time, talent, and treasure to our church and to the larger community in which we 

live. 
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FR. BOB’S HOMILY FOLLOWING THE UNIFICATION OF THE PARISHES    

In our Gospel today, the Lord promises that “where two or three are gathered together in my name, there 

am I in the midst of them”.  So, on Thursday this literally happened.  By an act of the Cardinal Archbishop   

of Chicago, our three parishes were gathered into one.  And, for those of you who were present for the    

Vespers here and Mass of Unification at St. Ita, it was clear that the Lord was in our midst.  Everything was 

so beautiful—so many have commented that it couldn’t have gone better. 

 

But if you research the histories of the three parishes that make up our new parish, you will see a constant 

overlapping throughout the years, that the parishes are intertwined. I think everyone knows of people     

who attended some combination of the three parish schools—the parish schools of Ss. Ita and Thomas of 

Canterbury were feeder schools for St. Gregory High School.  

 

But this interconnection predates the school connections.  It goes back to the beginning of our three  

churches.  

 

In 1980, the Archdiocese published a two-volume “History of the Parishes of the Archdiocese of Chicago.”  

Every parish in the Archdiocese has an entry. For St. Gregory, it has pictures of the priests assigned there, 

including Fr. Baseheart and Fr. Tivy. When you read the sections on Ss. Ita, Gregory the Great and Thomas   

of Canterbury, you see how connected these parishes have always been from their beginnings.  

First, the physical churches. The three current churches were all built in a period of 10 years—from 1917  

to 1927—Cardinal Mundelein had direct supervision of the architecture of the three Churches.    

St. Thomas of Canterbury, the oldest of the three Churches was built in 1917.  It was the first church built 

under then Archbishop Mundelein.  Many people who see the church for the first time think it is a municipal 

building because of its colonial architecture.   

Mundelein said this was his idea as he was trying to create a uniquely American Catholic architecture,   

blending a loyalty to Church and Country.  This was during WWI when the patriotism of Catholics—

especially German Catholics—was called into question. 

 

         (Continued on next page) 



PARISH NEWS/INFORMATION 
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For the creation of the current St. Gregory the Great Church, dedicated in 1926, Cardinal Mundelein       

instructed that it be in the Norman or English Gothic style, to create in his words—“a medieval gem in a 

modern setting”.  When he visited during construction, he informed then Father Klasen of his wishes for the 

windows—that they be stained glass. Mgsr. Klasen recounts the Cardinal’s words:  “Now Father, don’t spoil 

such a beautiful church by installing painted windows.” 

 

His involvement with the current St Ita—built in 1927—was equally hands on.  He selected the architect—

Henry Schlacks, who he had used in other churches. (Schlacks also designed the rectory at Thomas of      

Canterbury and is buried near Msgr. Klasen in St Boniface Cemetery). Mundelein specifically requested a 

French Gothic Church—perhaps as a compliment to the English Gothic Masterpiece being built here at the 

same time, less than a mile away.   

 

He told Schlacks that it should borrow from Chartres Cathedral and the Royal Monastic Church of Brou.   

St. Ita became known a Mundelein’s Folly, because he got so involved, to the point of having his coat of arms 

placed in the sanctuary and a giant M placed in center of the Church’s parapet. 

So, while St. Ita has the literal imprint of Mundelein, all three churches bear his direction and vision. 

But regarding our great interconnection, its much deeper than Cardinal Mundelein. If we look to the   

founding of the three parishes and how they adjusted to changing times, it becomes clearer. Our three    

communities were founded within a 16-year period-- during a time of massive growth along the Lakefront.  

This period saw the creation of Mount Carmel, St. Ignatius, St. Gertrude, St. Jerome in addition to Ss. Ita, 

Gregory the Great and Thomas of Canterbury. 

 

St. Ita was the first, founded in 1900, by Irish immigrants from Limerick. St Ita was the patron saint of  

Limerick, hence the name—it is one of only three churches in the world dedicated to her.  The founding  

pastor—Fr. John Crowe, was a native of Limerick and served as pastor until his death 30 years later—when 

he was struck by a car crossing Broadway. 

 

St Thomas of Canterbury was founded in 1916—the first parish created under the new Archbishop  

Mundelein. There had been a massive snow storm in the winter of 1916 and the Catholics of Uptown—

parishioners of St Ita—found it too hard to get to church and asked for their own parish.  Mundelein             

instructed Fr. Francis O’Brien—the chaplain of Cook County Jail—to gather 500 families to create new  

parish.  Within weeks, this goal had been met. 

But it is the creation of St Gregory that is the most colorful.  In this sea of Irish Churches, the German 

speakers needed a home. And so, in 1904 a parish was organized by Archbishop Quigley—the Archbishop 

before Mundelein-- to be located in the territory of St Ita but as a personal parish for German speakers.    

The Catholic New World announced its creation as well as the founding pastor—Fr. Theodore Bonifas.   

Apparently, Fr. Bonifas learned of his appointment by reading the Catholic New World and refused the      

appointment—which, I’m sure, he would come to regret later in life.  Archbishop then appointed a young 

Fr. Michael Klasen and the rest is history.  

 

Now, things started off slowly.  There was no church, so Masses were held in rented storefronts on Clark 

Street.         (Continued on next page)  
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PARISH COMMUNITY/ EVENTS/INFORMATION 

 

The real creation of the parish occurred on July 13, 1904 at the very first parish meeting.  It was not in          

a church, not in a home, but in Tavern owned by Matthias Evert.  And it was there, in that tavern, the        

parishioners chose the name of St. Gregory, organized an 8 person choir, and donated 10 lots on Bryn Mawr 

between Paulina and Ashland to build a church and school. 

 

Now Matthias Evert’s tavern doesn’t exist anymore.  The book just says it was across the street from an     

entrance to Rosehill Cemetery.  But I did a little more research and, apparently, it is where the Fireside is 

now located.  So, it is entirely possible that St. Greg’s was founded at the Fireside. 

 

And so, in a special way, we have to give credit to Sister Barbara Quinn for continuing in this longstanding 

parish tradition of conducting parish activities in taverns and honoring the memory of Matthias Evert.   

So the first church and school is built in 1905-6.  The parishioners, while Germans and Luxembourgers, 

were bilingual and many of them requested English sermons and so on July 7, 1906, the first sermon and 

services are given in English, in addition to German. 

 

This had unforeseen consequences.  Remember, St. Greg’s in a sea of Irish Churches.  And the Irish speak 

English.  So, rather than walk to St. Ita’s, they start coming to St. Gregory the Great. The History of the   

Parishes of the Archdiocese of Chicago has this to say:  “The feelings of the old-time Germans were summed 

up by a writer who proclaimed that ‘The great influx of our Celtic parishioners was the finishing blow, of 

course, and the old ways were swept away….’” 

This continued to be a dynamic for many years later—the Irish parishioners of St. Ita coming to St. Greg’s.  

Msgr. Klasen, writing in the parish bulletin, made plain the role of the church is to welcome those who  

come to its doors:  “Don’t ask, ‘Do we belong to this parish?’ Of course you do if you in in this neighbor-

hood.  Nationalism is a heresy…  We are here to serve you no matter who you are or where your cradle 

stood.  St. Gregory’s takes care of all and any one…” 

 

So, from the earliest days, St. Greg’s understood the mission of the Church as being one of welcoming the 

immigrant and the stranger—even if they were Irish!  And also note the willingness to adjust the mission to 

respond to changing needs- from German speakers to whoever came. 

Now, fast-forward 50 years to the Cuban Revolution in the late 50’s early 60’s.  Those fleeing Fidel Castro 

went first to Miami.  But, in those days, Miami was a small city and was overwhelmed by the Cuban refugees.  

So from Miami they came to Chicago.  In those early days, there were more Cubans in Chicago than Miami.   

They settled in the area between Broadway and Lakeshore Drive—Kenmore and Winthrop.  They came to 

the nearest Catholic Church, St. Ita, and asked for help.  St. Ita opened the doors to these newly arrived    

Cubans, many of whom had been imprisoned and had seen their family members executed.  And, in 1966, 

Monsignor Picard began the first weekly Spanish Mass in all of Chicago.   

At first, they found their home in the Church basement and then came the Mexicans, Central Americans, 

Colombians. In 1975, as part of the celebration of the parish’s 75

th

 Anniversary, the shrine to the patroness of 

Cuba Our Lady of Charity—Caridad del Cobre—was installed in the upper church and the Spanish mass 

moved out of the basement once and for all.  And that Mass continues every Sunday. 

                                                           (Continued on next page) 
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PARISH/COMMUNITY/EVENTS/INFORMATION 

BINGO 

Bingo at  St. Gregory is “Smoke Free” 

 

 

TUESDAY NIGHT BINGO AT ST. GREGORY 

Games begin at 7:00 PM in the 

Gym Basement—Social Hall  

(1609 West Gregory St.) 

 

$2,250 in prizes (includes 2— $500 games)  

 

In case of bad weather, please call the Parish Center at  

773-561-3546, after 2:00p.m. for possible cancellation. 

 

Now, fast forward to the mid-1970’s in Uptown.  Refugees from Vietnam and Laos are pouring into the 

neighborhood—escaping the war and its horrors.  Like St. Ita, like St. Greg’s, St. Thomas of Canterbury  

welcomed those who came to its doors.   

 

In 1975, the Vietnamese Catholic Community of Chicago was established there. St. Thomas became the 

mother Church to Vietnamese and Lao Catholics and a Vietnamese Mass has continued to this day. 

During the 70’s and 80’s, our three churches continued to welcome those sent to our doors—Filipinos,    

Nigerians, Francophone West Africans. In recent years, St. Ita has been the landing spot for Rwandan        

refugees, Burmese Refugees, those fleeing Venezuela.  

 

St. Thomas and its school became the mother Church of the Eritrean Catholics, hosting the only monthly 

Mass in their Ge’ez Rite in all of the Midwest.  

St. Gregory, through its Evangelization through the Arts program, has developed new ways to invite people 

to our church’s doors, to provide new forms of welcome to those Christ sends to us. 

 

This common theme of welcome shared by our three Churches, the common thread that holds us together,   

I propose, began with St. Greg’s first welcoming those Celtic parishioners from St. Ita.  And this common 

theme has continued in our parish’s 120 years. 

 

I actually only read part of that quote to you, by the way—that quote from the old time German of St. 

Greg’s.  Here it is in its entirety:  “The great influx of our Celtic parishioners was the finishing blow, of 

course, and the old ways were swept away… by the new as St. Gregory’s grew and grew and grew.” 

And in that, I propose, we have our strategic plan for the new parish.  Times have changed, our ways and 

methods should reflect this reality while, at the same time, always be rooted in our tradition and history.   

But allowing Christ to create a community in our midst—because it is Christ who initiates this—to allow 

Him to create a community of different backgrounds and different ideas in a time of great polarization—this 

will be glue that holds us together. 

 

If we allow Christ to do this among us, we should expect our new parish to grow, and grow, and grow.      

But this should not be a surprise because, as He promised, He is in the midst of those gathered in His name. 

       

AS OF MARCH 10, 2020 

BINGO IS SUSPENDED 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE  
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OUR PRAYERS 

Liturgical MINISTRIES   SEPTEMBER 26/SEPTEMBER 27 

 

Saturday—4:30pm  Sunday—10:00am 

Presider 

   

Lectors/Commentators Elaine Osborne  Eleanore Eckstrom 

Eucharistic Ministers    

 

   

Altar Servers    

 

   

                  Mass Intentions  

 

    SUNDAY, September 20 

     8:30am—Parishioners 

    10:00am—Parishioners 

    MONDAY, September 21 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

    TUESDAY, September 22 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

    WEDNESDAY, September 23 

      8:30am—Memorial Fund 

    THURSDAY, September 24 

     8:30am—Parishioners 

    FRIDAY, September 25 

     8:30am—+Adelaida Uychoco 

    SATURDAY, September 26 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

    4:30pm—+Michael Schlee 

    SUNDAY, September 27 

    8:30am—Parishioners 

   10:00am—Parishioners 

                       

                    

                   

                  

                     

            

 

Prayer List 

 

Cassandra C. Morales 

Jesus Manuel Rosario 

Rosa Maria Santos 

Stanley Gnoske 

Richard Malone 

Elsa Ardales 

Eloise Coughlin 

Ida Christiansen 

Peter Saldanha 

Virginia Rodriquez 

Edward Joyce 

Jerry Cressy 

Martin Roach 

Paul Zale 

Colleen Dwyer 

Letty Tibudan 

Marylyn Ahlfeld 

Katie Fangman 

Paulie Corbett 

Debra Melbye 

Daniel Ahlfeld 

  

  

Memorial Fund 

  

 Anthony  DelRosario 

Our Armed Forces 

      Please pray for 

 

 

Joel Rivera 

John Sharonbrock 

Jim Maloney 

Mark Dichosa 

Cresanto Pineda 

Chris Cano 

Joan Frost 

Angel Luis Rosario 

Dawn Turco 

Darlene Keane 

Kameron Reyna 

Chris Fitzgerald 

Lenore Thomalla 

Jerry Barrio, Jr. 

Martha Schaffrath 

Paula Marroquin 

Thomas Ahlfeld Jr. 

Chuck Fiori 

 

Greeters 

 

At 6p.m. every Wednesday, we ask that you take a moment   to pray 

for the healing of the Church and its leadership and for the healing of all 

victims of clergy sexual misconduct. 



PARISH CENTER 

5545 N. Paulina St., Chicago, IL  60640 

773-561-3546 

773-728-3827 (fax)—www.stgregory.net 

Hours: 

Monday-Saturday- 9:00am - 5:00 pm 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

     Fr. Robert Cook, OFM Conv. 

     Ms. Cheri Dahlen, Director of Music 

     Mr. John Miaso, Business Manager 

     Mr. Joseph Malham 

 

SACRISTAN 

     Mr. Dan Creed 

 

Mr. Joseph Malham, Iconographer, Artist-in-Residence 

Amy Alznauer, Creative Writer, Artist-in-Residence 

 

SCHOOLS 

Northside Catholic Academy (NCA) ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Admissions Office: 773-743-6277 

 

ST. GREGORY CREDIT UNION 

1609 W. Gregory St., Chicago, IL  60640 

773-561-5493 

Sunday  9:30am-12:00pm & Wednesday  7:00pm-9:00pm 

 

ST. GREGORY THE GREAT APP 

Can be found at St. Gregory the Great, Chicago IL 

iPhone Users-Text : great1 to 555888 

Android Users-Text : great2 to 555888  

 

MASSES 

Sunday: Saturday Evening—4:30pm, Sunday—10:00am. 

Parish Daily Mass: Tuesday to Friday at 8:00 AM at St. Ita  To register 

Please call 312-291-1502 or visit the St Ita Parish website  at 

https://www.saintita.org 

 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptisms:  First Sunday of the Month—1:00pm (except  

during Lent) 

 

Weddings: Arrange with a pastoral staff member at least six months   

in advance. Participation in marriage preparation is essential. 

 

Parish Confessions: 

Saturday– 3-5PM at St. Ita  or by appointment 

To register, call 312-291-1502 or visit  the St. Ita website at 

https://www.saintita.org 

 

SERVICES 

Prayer Requests: If you or a family member or relative is ill and would 

like to be included on the list of prayer requests, please call the Parish  

Center. 

Mass Intentions: You may request a Mass intention for  

someone who is living or deceased or special occasions such as birthdays, 

special anniversary, get well wishes. Please call or stop by the Parish    

Center. 

 

DEVOTIONS 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 1st Friday of each month, 

9:00am-10:00am, except when  funerals are scheduled. 

Novena To Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Wednesdays 6:30pm 

 

TAIZE PRAYER SERVICE 

The Taizé Prayer Service will focus on seasonal icons. Taizé Prayer Service 

will be held in Church on Sundays at 4:00pm.  

 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 

The Charismatic Prayer Community meetings are held on Sundays 

from  5:00-7:00pm in the Baseheart room in the lower level of the 

gym building.   

 

  

 

       

Date Envelopes Cash/Loose Electronic Giving Total 

June 7 $ $1,980  $1,980 

June 14 $ $  $ 

June 21 $ $2,370 $10,768 $13,138 

June 28 $ $1,265  $1,265 

     

Holy Days $ $ $  30 $ 30 

Total $ $5,615 $10,798 $16,413 

     

Parish & School INFORMATION & SERVICES 

Sunday and Holy Day 

Collection Totals 

For Fiscal Year July 1—June 30 

 

June 

Over/(Under) Monthly Budget—Year-to-Date 

$ (32,407) 

Year-to-Date Collected as of  June 30, 2020 

$287,014 

Planned Annual Budget for Sunday & Holy Day Collections 

$320,000 

YTD Collected as a percentage of Planned Annual Budget 

90% 
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   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com St. Gregory The Great, Chicago, IL      A 4C 01-1492

LAW OFFICE
Specialize in Real Estate,

Wills, Personal Injury

JAKUBCO, RICHARDS
& JAKUBCO

Free quotes on legal fees

2224 W. Irving Park

(773) 588-3395

DRAKE & SON 

FUNERAL HOME

www.drakeandsonfuneralhome.com

5303 North Western Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60625

Owned and Operated by SCI Illinois Services, LLC

CREMATION 

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

773-561-6874

ARE YOU LOOKING TO

BUY OR SELL?

312.685.2354
John@ScarpaRealEstate.com
www.HomesOfAndersonville.com

JOHN 
SCARPA
REALTOR®, Neighbor
PSA, RENE, e-PRO, SRS, ABR

CALL JOHN SCARPA TODAY

312.685.2354
John@ScarpaRealEstate.com
www.HomesOfAndersonville.com

JOHN 
SCARPA
REALTOR®, Neighbor
PSA, RENE, e-PRO, SRS, ABR

CALL JOHN SCARPA TODAY

Snow Removal & Landscaping

773-217-7669
www.lindygroup.com

Contact Jeff Tkachuk to place an ad today! 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2513


