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SUNDAY’S READINGS 
FIRST READING: 
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
with the mountains quaking before you. (Is 63:19b)

PSALM: 
Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we 
shall be saved. (Ps 80)

SECOND READING: 
God is faithful,  
and by him you were called to fellowship with his Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. (1 Cor 1:9)

GOSPEL: 
“Watch, therefore;  
you do not know when the lord of the house is coming,  
whether in the evening, or at midnight,  
or at cockcrow, or in the morning.” (Mk 13:35)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 29, 2020
Sunday: 1st Sunday of Advent
Monday: St. Andrew, Apostle
Thursday: St. Francis Xavier, Priest
Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent

1 S T  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T

REFLECT
FIRST READING
We hear today the prophet Isaiah’s internal 
spiritual struggle as he questions God’s 
ways and decries our human tendency to 
sin. What spiritual struggles do you need 
to confront as we enter into the season of 
Advent?   

SECOND READING
In his opening words to the Corinthian 
Christians, Paul reminds the faithful of 
God’s fidelity to those who believe in 
his Son. He then cites examples of the 
blessings they have received since coming 
to the faith. What are some blessings you 
have received in your faith journey? 

GOSPEL READING
Jesus instructs his disciples to be vigilant 
for the end times. How can you make this 
spiritual discipline a focus of your Advent 
season this year?
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WHEN WE SAY THE PENITENTIAL ACT AT MASS, WHY DO WE STRIKE 
OUR CHEST THREE TIMES?

Our rituals and liturgical celebrations 
are filled with a variety of symbols, some 
of which also relate to our gestures and 
physical postures (e.g. 
kneeling, sitting, processing, 
making the Sign of the 
Cross). The custom of striking 
our breast three times 
during the “I Confess” of the 
Penitential Act of the Mass is 
one of those gestures that is 
loaded with symbolism. 

The tradition of Christian’s 
striking the breast (above 
the heart) is rooted in the 
image of Sacred Scripture, especially texts 
like Psalm 51 which speak of a “humbled 
contrite heart” or how God heals broken 

hearts, binding up our wounds (see Psalm 
147:3). Early Christian writers like Saint 
Augustine of Hippo and Saint Jerome also 

refer to this custom in their 
writings. 

Ultimately, this practice is an 
expression of our sorrow for 
those times when we have 
been guilty of faults and a 
sign that we are willing to 
take responsibility for our 
sins and failings. That we all 
perform this gesture together 
is also an act of solidarity, 
recognizing that none of us, 

regardless of where we are on our journey 
of faith, is without fault and the need for 
grace and forgiveness. 

IN THE UNEXPECTED
“What could happen next?” How many times 
have you asked yourself that question in the 
past year? Though we most often use that 
expression when things don’t seem to be going 
our way, this year it has been an expression 
of the constant changes to our world which 
the COVID-19 pandemic has wrought. But we 
might use the same expression to explain our 
feelings of being overwhelmed by blessings 
and good things, when the stars seem to align 
just right.

No matter what, we can say with certainty that 
tomorrow will not go exactly as we envisioned. 
Our lives are influenced by so many factors and 
the world around us is increasingly complex. 
Rather than be surprised by the unexpected, 
maybe we should expect the unexpected.

Living in this manner causes us to cherish 
more deeply the gifts we have been given. It 
helps us to live in the present and become 
mindful of those around us. Our relationships 
deepen. Our sense of responsibility builds. Our 
stewardship way of life finds new meaning and 
purpose. 

This Advent will not be the same experience 
as last Advent. It remains to be seen what 
the coming days and weeks have in store for 
each of us. However, no matter what happens, 
Jesus Christ is there to welcome us to the 
unexpected. He will celebrate with us in joy and 
he will even feel our pain. You can count on the 
unexpected, but you can also count on Him 
to be there with you. He is now and forever, 
Emmanuel, “God with us.” He is the expected 
in all things unexpected.

N O V E M B E R  2 9 ,  2 0 2 0

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support at 
this time. Thank you!

LIVE THE LITURGY  
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Be watchful! Be alert! The core 
message of Advent cannot be more 
direct or simple. As those who are 
postured in a spirit of readiness and 
anticipation, we must always be 
attentive and vigilant. We have to 
be ready not only for the anticipated 
arrival of our Lord, but watchful and 
attentive to the unexpected visit as 
well. While we know that the Christ 
is coming, we also do not know the 
exact time. Cultivating this expectant 
attitude is the purpose of this season. 
It is easy to grow slack, inattentive, 
and too self-assured. We can easily 
deaden ourselves to the wonder 
and surprise of God’s presence. We 
get so absorbed in so many other 
distractions that it can seem like 
Christ’s second coming, and even 
Christ’s coming in time are of lesser 
importance. When it finally dawns 
on us that we have wandered far 
away from where we need to be, and 
lost our attentiveness and focus, we 
will wonder how this all happened. 
We may even try to put the onus 
on God and blame God for a lack of 
involvement or presence. We are the 
ones, who through our own choice, 
put the distance in our relationship 
and lost touch. Now it’s time to come 
back and perk ourselves up a bit!
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GOSPEL  MEDITATION   
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
You are at the eye doctor and it’s 
time for the peripheral vision test. 
You know the one. It’s where you 
put your head up to a contraption 
and have to click a switch every 
time you see a squiggly line. If you 
don’t concentrate and maintain 
optimal focus, you will miss them 
and skew the outcome of the test. 
You can easily find yourself with a 
diagnosis that really isn’t accurate! 
Concentration and focus are key 
to succeeding with this evaluation. 
They are also key to developing a 
healthy, vibrant spiritual life. If we 
do not bring our full consciousness 
to the task, concentrate with 
all our might, be watchful and 
vigilant, we are not going to see 
God’s loving presence flashing 
before our eyes! 

That’s why we need Advent. 
Let’s face it. We can easily get 
distracted, focus on nonessential 
and superficial things and lose 
touch with what really matters. 
Our attentions wander. We 
daydream and even become a 
bit overwhelmed and tired. All of 
the stresses and demands of life 
consume us and we find ourselves 
constantly trying to play catch up 
rather than relishing the moment 
of the now. “Now” moments are 

so fleeting. They flash before 
us like those squiggly lines on 
a screen. Present moments go 
as quickly as they come but it is 
important to discover them and 
rest in them as often as we can. 
Though gone in a flash, these now 
moments of encounter with God 
teach powerful lessons and offer 
a grounding in truth that can be 
found nowhere else. It’s the grace 
of Advent to become watchful and 
attentive because we are never 
sure when God will surprise us.

God loves surprises and love 
thrives on them! God’s now 
moments of surprises come 

as tender instants of intimate 
connection where I find profound 
peace, experience joy, and rest 
in love. These are Advent times 
reflective of the now moments 
when Christ first was born, when 
God surprises us during every time 
we care to watch and when the 
great surprise of Christ’s second 
coming dawns upon us all. But, 
to discover the grandeur and 
experience the awe of these now 
times, we have to be ready. We 
have to want to be there. We have 
to believe. And, we have to have 
the desire to soak in as much as 
we can in the time we have  
before us.

SUPPORT OUR 
ADVERTISERS
Local businesses and 
sponsors that advertise on 
bulletins need you now 
more than ever before. 
Please encourage and 
remind others to show their 
support during this time.

“Watch, therefore; you do not know when 
the Lord of the house is coming, whether 

in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or in the morning. May he not 
come suddenly and find you sleeping.”  

- Mk 13:35-36
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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Kids Corner
When you play on 
a baseball team, 
you learn how to 
pay attention. Your 
coach reminds 
you and your 
teammates to stay 
ready. You learn 
to watch the ball. 
Those are good 
lessons to learn, 
because Jesus 
wants you to pay 
attention, too. Keep 
your eyes and your 
mind on Jesus, so 
you’re ready when 
he comes.

READ THE 
GOSPEL & 
COLOR

PRAYER
Jesus, help me to stay ready for you.

MISSION FOR THE WEEK
Play a quick game of baseball. Cheer for one another. End the game with a prayer 
that you will keep your eyes on Jesus.
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 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com Our Lady of Ransom Catholic Church, Niles, IL B 4C 01-1606

Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683

NUZZO SEWER & PLUMBING INC.
708-456-7300     Power Rodding     773-625-6280

All Sewer & Plumbing Repairs & Installation
Specializing in Flood Control • Correcting Low Water Pressure

Video Sewer & Locating Service

www.nuzzoplumbing.com
Lice. # 14636 Lic. # 055-024301



 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com Our Lady of Ransom Catholic Church, Niles, IL A 4C 01-1606

G. ELECTRICAL
Rick Glorioso
312-720-7474

No Job Too Small! 
Parishioner Discount w/Ad 

Free Estimates          Insured

Welter Plumbing inc.

          847 361-0970 • 847 965-1883 
Full Range of Plumbing Services

PTASINSKI & SMITH, P.C.
Attorney: Donald A. Smith
Living Trusts - Avoid Probate 
Wills and Powers of Attorney 

Real Estate Purchases and Sales
 847-296-6631      Call for Appointment or Information
Suite 800 Golf Mill Prof. Bldg., Niles • www.ptasinskismith.com

OEHLER FUNERAL HOME
Serving Families In Our Community Since 1917
2099 Miner St • Des Plaines  •  (847) 824-5155

PARISHIONERS RECEIVE A 5% DISCOUNT ON FUNERAL/CREMATION PREARRANGEMENTS
Richard Konyar - Manager | Michael Yendrzejowsky & Sarah Koning - Funeral Directors | Tom Murray - Pre-Planning Specialist

Call Embark at Niles Your New Home!
We can tour with you on Saturdays 

and Sundays too! Call today. 

Maureen Clampitt 
Sales Director 

847-296-0333
Embark at Niles  By Eclipse Senior Living  
8975 West Golf Rd., Niles, IL 60714

SKAJA TERRACE FUNERAL HOMES
Family Owned & Operated • Pre-Need Arrangements • Cremations

7812 N. Milwaukee Ave. Niles • (847) 966-7302
www.skajafuneralhomes.com Mowimy Po Polsku

Windows & DoorsWindows & Doors
Siding & GuttersSiding & Gutters

Visit our Showroom in NilesNiles
Family Owned & Operated since 1964

847-647-9900 • www.lapeusa.com

888-506-8112 
7665 N. Milwaukee, Niles, IL 60714 

www.cphairsolutions.com

Compassionate & Caring Help for those 
suffering the devastating effects of Hair Loss

HEATING & COOLING inc.
Fall Special $69.95 
Furnace of Boiler 
16 pt Clean & Tune

Senior/Veteran Discounts 
24 Hour Service 

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

847-640-9200

Anthony’s

NEW FURNACE 
Starting at $1,795!

 Instant access to any metal, 
any size, cut and ready fast!

847-647-2423  
niles@metalsupermarkets.com
6285 West Howard Street, Niles  
www.metalsupermarkets.com

Fire, Water, Mold, & 
Biohazard Clean-Up 

847-983-4468

of Morton Grove/East Niles

Carol A. 
Harczak

Managing Broker/Owner 
CRS, ABR, CDPE, CNC, CSC

#1 Agent in Niles 
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

Want to go from “FOR SALE” to “SOLD”? 
Call Carol At RE/MAX AllStars 

847-293-SOLD (7653)

carolharczak@cs.com 
CarolSellsNiles.com

JASON TRUNCO  |  847-912-6000 
CAMEOCLEANINGCREW@GMAIL.COM


