
APRIL 26, 2020 SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday 4:30pm

Sunday 8:00am, 10:30am

DAILY MASSES
Monday & Wednesday  
7:00am in the Chapel

ADORATION 

Wednesday 7:30-9:00am in the Chapel

SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

 Saturday 3:45-4:15pm and by appt.

BAPTISM
	 Contact	the	Parish	Office.	 
 Families are encouraged  
 to be registered in the parish.

MARRIAGE
	 Contact	the	Parish	Office	at	least	6 
 months prior the proposed date.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK
If you know of someone  

 homebound, sick, or in the  
	 hospital,	contact	the	Parish	Office.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
For those in need within our parish 
boundaries,	call	314-289-6101	ext.	1152.

6401 Wade Ave. | St. Louis, MO 63139 | 314-645-0167 | www.stjamesthegreater.org

O U R  PA R I S H  C O M M I T M E N T 
As parishioners of St. James the Greater Catholic Church, we strive to follow Jesus Christ in our Eucharistic 

Community by witnessing God’s love for ourselves, our families, and our growing diverse community; 
particularly in Dogtown, and its surrounding neighborhoods and institutions...sharing our blessings with 

our new neighbors, and those living on the margins of faith.

ST. JAMES THE GREATER CATHOLIC CHURCH



From the Pastor’s Pen...
Dear Parishioners,

One	of	the	finest	books	I	have	ever	read	was	published	in	1981,	“When	Bad	Things	
Happen	to	Good	People,”	by	Harold	S.	Kershner.		As	anxiety	about	the	pandemic	
increases to new levels, lots of us are beginning to ask - why - more often.  Where is God?  
Why	us?		I	hope	these	passages	from	the	text	help	with	understanding	of	God,	in	the	
midst	of	this	chaos.		These	quotes	are	from	Chapter	3	-	“Sometimes	there	is	no	reason.”	

	 “If	the	bad	things	that	happen	to	us	are	the	results	of	bad	luck,	and	not	the	will	of	God,”	a	woman	
asked	me	one	evening	after	I	had	delivered	a	lecture	on	my	theology,	“what	makes	bad	luck	happen?”		I	was	
stumped	for	an	answer.		My	instinctive	response	was	that	nothing	makes	bad	luck	happen;	it	just	happens.		But	
I suspected that there must be more to it than that.  
	 This	is	perhaps	the	philosophical	idea	which	is	the	key	to	everything	else	I	am	suggesting	in	this	book.		
Can you accept the idea that some things happen for no reason, that there is randomness in the universe?  
Some	people	cannot	handle	that	idea.		They	look	for	connections,	striving	desperately	to	make	sense	of	all	that	
happens.		They	convince	themselves	that	God	is	cruel,	or	that	they	are	sinners,	rather	than	accept		randomness.		
Sometimes, when they have made sense of ninety percent of everything they know, they let themselves 
assume	that	the	other	ten	percent	makes	sense	also,	but	lies	beyond	the	reach	of	their	understanding.		But	
why	do	we	have	to	insist	on	everything	being	reasonable?		Why	must	everything	happen	for	a	specific	reason?		
Why can’t we let the universe have a few rough edges?
 I can more or less understand why a man’s mind might suddenly snap, so that he grabs a shotgun and 
runs out into the street shooting at strangers.  Perhaps he is an army veteran, haunted by memories of things 
he has seen and done in combat.  Perhaps he has encountered more frustration and rejection that he can bear 
at	home	and	at	work.		He	has	been	treated	like	a	“nonperson,”	someone	who	does	not	have	to	taken	seriously,	
until	his	rage	boils	over	and	he	decides,	“I’ll	show	them	that	I	matter	after	all.”	
	 To	grab	a	gun	and	shoot	at	innocent	people	is	irrational,	unreasonable	behavior,	but	I	can	understand	
it.  What I cannot understand is why Mrs. Smith should be walking on that street at that moment, while Mrs. 
Brown	chooses	to	step	into	a	shop	on	a	whim	and	saves	her	life.		Why	should	Mr.	Jones	happen	to	be	crossing	
the street, presenting a perfect target to the mad marksman, while Mr. Green, who never has more than one 
cup of coffee for breakfast, chooses to linger over a second cup that morning and is still indoors when the 
shotting	starts?		The	lives	of	dozens	of	people	will	be	affected	by	such	trivial,	unplanned	decisions.		
	 Some	people	will	find	the	hand	of	God	behind	everything	that	happens.		I	visit	a	woman	in	the	hospital	
whose car was run into by a drunken driver running a red light.  Her vehicle was totally demolished, but 
miraculously	she	escaped	with	only	two	cracked	ribs	and	a	few	superficial	cuts	from	flying	glass.		She	looks	
up	at	me	and	says,	“Now	I	know	there	is	a	God.		If	I	could	come	out	of	that	alive,	and	in	one	piece,	it	must	be	
because	He	is	looking	out	for	me	up	there.”		I	smile	and	keep	quiet,	running	the	risk	of	letting	her	think	that	
I agree with her (what rabbi would be opposed to belief in God?), because it is not the time or place for a 
theology	seminar.		But	my	mind	goes	back	to	a	funeral	I	conducted	two	weeks	earlier,	for	a	young	husband	
and father who died in a similar drunk-driver collision; and I remember another case, a child killed by a hit-and-
run	driver	while	roller	skating;	and	all	the	newspaper	accounts	of	lives	cut	short	in	automobile	accidents.		The	
woman before me may believe that she is alive because God wanted her to survive, and I am not inclined to 
talk	her	out	of	it,	but	what	would	she	or	I	say	to	those	other	families?		That	they	were	less	worthy	than	she,	less	
valuable	in	God’s	sight?		That	God	wanted	them	to	die	at	that	particular	time	and	manner,	and	did	not	choose	
to spare them?
 Let us ask again: Is there always a reason, or do some things just happen at random, for no cause?
	 “In	the	beginning,”	the	Bible	tells	us,	“God	created	the	heaven	and	the	earth.		The	earth	was	formless	
and	chaotic,	with	darkness	covering	everything.”	Then	God	began	to	work	His	creative	magic	on	the	chaos,	
sorting things out, imposing the light from the darkness, the earth from the sky, the dry land from the sea.  
This	is	what	it	means	to	create:	not	to	make	something	out	of	nothing,	but	to	make	order	out	of	chaos.		A	
creative scientist or historian does not make up facts but orders facts; he sees connections between them 
rather than seeing them as random data.  A creative writer does not make up new words but arranges familiar 
words in patterns which say something fresh to us.  
 So it was with God, fashioning a world whose overriding principle was orderliness, predictability, in place 
of the chaos with which He started: regular sunrises and sunsets, regular tides, plants and animals that bore 
seeds	inside	them	so	that	they	could	reproduce	themselves,	each	after	its	own	kind.		By	the	end	of	the	sixth	
day,	God	had	finished	the	world	He	had	set	out	to	make,	and	on	the	seventh	day	He	rested.		
	 But	suppose	God	didn’t	quite	finish	by	closing	time	on	the	afternoon	of	the	sixth	day?		We	know	
today	that	the	world	took	billions	of	years	to	take	shape,	not	six	days.		The	Creation	story	in	Genesis	is	a	very	
important	one	and	has	much	to	say	to	us,	but	its	six-day	time	frame	is	not	meant	to	be	taken	literally.		Suppose 
the Creation, the process of replacing chaos with order, were still going on.  What would that mean?  In the 



Barbara	Ann	Burke Carolyn Hieger

Mickey Crowe Barbara	Kampelman

Steven Daugherty John Kelley

Michelle Donaldson Thomas	Lewis

Dawn Edwards Neil	Pilla

Bill	Ellingham,	Jr. Sr. Rosalie

Pat Ellingham Tom	Yackley

Teresa	Faries

Chris Gass

Kelly Goersch

If you would like to add a name to the prayer list, 
please email 

contactchurch@stjamesthegreater.org

Names	will	be	honored	for	4	weeks	in	the	bulletin,	
then	the	request	must	be	made	again.

Thank	you.

Parish Office
6401	Wade	Ave.,	St.	Louis,	MO	63139
314-645-0167
 
Office	hours	are:	
Monday - Friday 7:30am-3:30pm

Rev. Richard Quirk Ph.D., Parochial Administrator  
frquirk@stjamesthegreater.org

Deacon	Michael	A.	Nicolai

Katie Ryan, Parish Manager
kryan@stjamesthegreater.org

Andrew Donovan, Music Coordinator

biblical	metaphor	of	the	six	days	of	Creation,	we	
would	find	ourselves	somewhere	in	the	middle	of	
Friday	afternoon.		Man	was	just	created	a	few	“hours”	
ago.		The	world	is	mostly	an	orderly,	predictable	place,	
showing ample evidence of God’s thoroughness and 
handiwork, but pockets of chaos remain.  Most of the 
time,	the	events	of	the	universe	follow	firm	natural	
laws.		But	every	now	and	then,	things	happen	not	
contrary to those laws of nature but outside them.  
Things	happen	which	could	just	as	easily	happened	
differently.  
 A random shift in weather patterns causes too 
much or too little rain over a farming area...a drunken 
driver steers his car over the center line...An engine 
bolt	breaks	on	flight	205	instead	of	on	flight	209...
inflicting	tragedy	on	one	random	group	of	families	
rather	than	another.		There	is	no	message	in	all	of	
that.		There	is	no	reason	for	those	particular	people	
to	be	afflicted	rather	than	others.		These	events	do	
not	reflect	God’s	choices.		They	happen	at	random,	
and randomness is another name for chaos, in those 
corners of the universe where God’s creative light 
has not yet penetrated.  And chaos is evil; not wrong, 
not malevolent, but evil nonetheless, because by 
causing tragedies at random, it prevents people from 
believing in God’s goodness.  
	 Einstein	was	uncomfortable	with	quantum	
physics and tried for years to disprove it, because it 
based itself on the hypothesis of things happening at 
random.		Einstein	preferred	to	believe	that	“God	does	
not play dice with the cosmos.” 
	 It	may	be	that	Einstein	and	the	Book	of	
Genesis are right.  A system left to itself may evolve in 
the direction of randomness.  On the other hand, our 
world	may	not	be	a	system	left	to	itself.		There	may	
in fact be a creative impulse action on it, the Spirit of 
God hovering over the dark waters, operating over 
the course of millennia to bring order out of chaos.  It 
may	yet	come	to	pass	that,	as	“Friday	afternoon”	of	
the world’s evolution ticks toward the Great Sabbath 
which is the End of Days, the impact of random evil 
will be diminished.  
	 Or	it	may	be	that	God	finished	His	work	of	
creating eons ago, and left the rest to us.  Residual 
chaos, chance and mischance, things happening for 
no reason, will continue to be with us, the kind of evil 
that	Milton	Steinberg	has	called	“the	still	unremoved	
scaffolding	of	the	edifice	of	God’s	creativity.”	In 
that case, we will simply have to learn to live with 
it, sustained and comforted by the knowledge that 
th	earthquake,	the	accident,	murder,	and	robbery,	
are not the will of God, but represent that aspect 
of reality which stands independent of His will, and 
which angers and saddens God even as it angers and 
saddens us.  

Let us continue in the Easter Faith...

Blessings,
Fr. Quirk

Please pray for the soul of long time parishioner, 
Jane Guffey who passed away on April 15, 2020.

May the perpetual light shine upon her.
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Contact Mike Anderson to place an ad today! 
manderson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2612

COOPER DISTRIBUTING
COMPANY

COATES BROTHERS TIRE & AUTO SERVICE

Complete Car Service

Frank-Dick-Jeff-Rich Coates

6405 Manchester Ave.
647-2334

Lindell Bank
The Bank of  Personal Service
6900 Clayton Ave. • 314-645-7700

3201 Hampton • 314-752-3400
www.lindell-bank.com

Member FDIC

Est. 1942

Famous for Fried Chicken
Weekend Brunch @ 9AM

Irish Music Sundays
10AM - 12PM

(314) 647-PATS
6400 OAKLAND AVE. @

TAMM IN DOGTOWN
WWW.PATCONNOLLYTAVERN.COM

1000 Hampton

St. Louis, MO
 

314-644-5480
www.imospizza.com

 

4617 Hampton Ave.     St. Louis, MO 63109

314-832-3500
Fax 314-832-4073 • 1-800-657-6947

PATRICK’SPATRICK’S
DOG TOWNDOG TOWN

LIQUORLIQUOR
6400 West Park6400 West Park

314-645-6327314-645-6327

6464 Chippewa   St. Louis, MO    314.832.7770
www.hoffmeistercolonial.com Chase D Hendrick, GM

TIN ROOF TIN ROOF ANTIQUESANTIQUES
SINCE 1979SINCE 1979

Recycling the PastRecycling the Past

Old Toys • Sterling • Advertising
Jewelry • Baseball • Brewery

Postcards • Political, etc.
2201 McCausland2201 McCausland

- FIELDER -  ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC. 
             LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED           RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL 

Service Upgrades • New Homes • Remodeling • Room Additions • Basements • Kitchens 
Bathrooms • Code Violations • Knob & Tube Upgrades • Back Up Generator Systems

$20OFF                                                314-966-3388Any Electrical Work of $100 or more

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
On The Hill • 314-772-4454 

Banquet Seating up to 500 • 314-772-6003 
www.favazzas.com • www.roseofthehill.com

Doug Lombardo
douglas.lombardo@gmail.com

Ph: 314-629-7699
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • LAWNCARE • LANDSCAPE

Tree & Lawn Care experTs sinCe 1880

$20 OFF 
Tree Pruning/Removal

(314) 961-5440   www.davey.com

314-781-5221/failonis.com

Order In or Carry Out Tues-Sat

HEADSTRONG
Hair Salon

ROGER W. BAILEY
HAIRCUTTING/COLORIST

1317 Tamm Ave. • St. Louis

314-781-0707

YOUR FULL SERVICE FLORIST
WEDDING SEPCIALIST

            314-781-1717
stlouisflorist@sbcglobal.net • www.stlouisflorist.com

3300 Watson Road • St. Louis

Register Now 2020 Summer  
Camp Scholarships Available

• Early Bird Registration Oct 1st

• First Time Camper Open House 
  March 28, 2020

• Annual Open House  
  May 30, 2020

Ondessonk.com       877-659-CAMP

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

Free Estimates • Fully Insured 
314-638-2427


