
We are a Catholic Faith         

Community, united in Christ 

through Sacrament, dedicated to 

charity, community, service and 

spiritual growth. 

 

Parish Staff 

Pastor ....................... Fr. Burt Absalon 

Associate…….Fr. Adalberto Sanchez 

Deacon ............................. Joe Kayser 

Deacon………………..815-236-3803 

Business Mgr. .. Jeanine Nowakowski 

Jeanine………………..815-790-3643 

Bldg & Grds ................. Matt Weidner 

Sacristan ......................... Ray Wagner 

Keyboardist ...................... Eva Reuter 

Cantors……………Madison Kenyon, 

Avery Hill,      Jordyn Kratochvil,    

Caroline Stumpf and Hannah 

McNulty 

 

 

Sunday Masses 

 

8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 

 

Confessions 

 

30 Minutes prior to each Mass. 

 

 

 We need your help!  If you are 

able to act as a greeter/cleaner 

for either of our Masses, easy 

instruction will be provided.  

Please contact Jeanine at 815-

790-3643.  Thank you! 

St. Patrick 

CHURCH OF HARTLAND-FOUNDED 1837 

St. Patrick Parish-Hartland 

15012 St. Patrick Road 

Woodstock, IL  60098 

815-338-7883 

www.stpatrickofhartland.org 

Office Hours 

Tuesday and Thursdays 

9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Or by appointment. 

815-790-3643 

Sunday,  September 20th—25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

The parable of Jesus in today’s Gospel can come across 

even in our modern day standard as about an unfair land-

owner who did not treat most of his workers right. He 

hired five groups of people to work in his vineyard at 

different times of the day; one group starts early morn-

ing, other groups followed at midmorning, noon, mi-

dafternoon and late afternoon. The first group worked all 

day, others worked hours but the last group worked only a short time.  At 

the end of the day, the landowner gave all the workers the same amount of a 

full day’s wage. Although the landowner paid those who worked all day the 

agreed upon wage, his action can still be viewed from our fairness-obsessed 

culture as unjust. After all, those who work more should be paid more.  Like 

the first group of workers, we are inclined to grumble to the landowner for 

not getting our “fair share.” 

 

 But this parable is not about fairness but about generosity. It is about the 

landowner’s generosity or God’s generosity. The landowner was actually 

fair and just because he gave the grumblers the “usual daily wage” or the 

just wage. The workers got the amount they agreed to receive before they 

were hired. The extra money the landowner generously gave to others is 

none of their business.  The landowner's response to their grumbling strikes 

at the root of the real problem, envy: "Are you envious because I am gener-

ous?" 

 

Jesus teaches us through this parable that in the Kingdom of God, we have a 

generous Father who would impart His blessing on us in a way that would 

turn our human convention upside down. In God’s kingdom, the first shall 

be the last and last shall be first.  Of course Jesus would refer to the scribes 

and Pharisees as the first group of workers in His parable and the wayward 

sinners as the last one. Jesus taught the first group through tough love that 

God through him came into this world not for the righteous but for sinners. 

Their holier-than-thou spiritual attitude has no place in the Kingdom of 

God. At the same time He is teaching all of us that in our waywardness, it is 

never too late to turn to God for His forgiveness and healing and receive 

from Him the gift of new life brought about by His extravagant generosity 

and love. A gift is never earned in the way that a wage is earned. Nobody 

deserves this gift from the Father but we are made worthy through the death 

of our Lord Jesus.  

 

 Jesus himself is the embodiment of God’s extravagant generosity. He 

makes far too much wine in a wedding at Cana; far too much bread for the 

hungry multitude; he tells a story about forgiving a debt too large to be paid; 

and he asks us to forgive, not seven times, but seventy times seven. And as 

the ultimate expression of extravagant love and affection, he gives up his 

life for us through death on a cross. God so love us that He gave us His Son. 

 To Him be the glory forever and ever, Amen 

 

 

SCRIPTURAL READINGS 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Greeter Schedule: 

 

9/20 

 

8:00 a.m. :  Cody & Brian Kurcab 

10:15 a.m.: The Fifer Family 

 

9/27 

 

8:00 a.m.:  Brandon Witt Family 

10:15 a.m.:  Blalock Family 

 

10/4 

8:00 a.m. :  Cody & Brian Kurcab 

10:15 a.m. :  The Riley Family 



Vocations Corner Why Wait? 

 

What are you waiting for? When it comes 

to life   decisions, the world says things 

like “Stop…wait…don’t be rash.”  When 

discerning seminary, countless people 

would tell me “Don’t you think you should 

go to college first, get a job, live a normal 

life, and THEN make your decision?” All I 

have to say is that I thank God each day for 

calling me to the priesthood when He did. 

Similar things are being said to men and 

women who are considering      marriage: 

“Wouldn’t it be better to wait to get mar-

ried until you have a well-established job 

and then when you are ready, you can set-

tle down?” Again, it’s the waiting game. 

But that is not the game that we Christians 

play. We are not on the  defense waiting 

for the ball to come to us, no. We are on 

the offense actively asking God- “What do 

you want me to do with my life?” If you 

ask 100 different people what you should 

do with your life, you will get 100 different 

answers. Why not try   asking the Person 

who created you and with a purpose? If He 

tells you to wait, then wait. If He tells you 

to move, move. Sometimes the logic of the 

world is not the logic of God. “His ways 

are not our ways nor His thoughts our 

thoughts” (Is 55:8). So when it comes to 

life decisions, ask God what you should do, 

because if you choose to follow it you will 

see that whether you are waiting or mov-

ing, you are loving what you are doing.  

 

 

 

Your prayers are requested for the sick; 

eople of God 

Casey Porch 

Erwin Arendt 

Lisa Ash 

Mary Bassett 

Emily Davis 

Renee Biestek 

Rich Biestek 

Mary Lou Draper 

Barbara Dye 

Wayne Dye 

Steve Fitzgerald 

Mary Watson 

Dennis Gallagher 

Mary Gillis 

Nancy Golbeck 

Art Holt 

Gayle Johnson 

Viola Huff 

John Ferraro 

 

 

Jeff Kruzan 

Cindy Kruzan 

Robert Kutella 

Barb Lanphier 

Henry Kranz 

Steve Welch 

Bill Matusek 

Billy Matusek 

Jeanette Neumaier 

Harold Johnson 

Peggy O’Grady 

Melissa Rath 

Karen Scimeca 

Jeremy Scully 

Geraldine Slarai 

Ginny Stroh 

Paul Kries 

Derrick Verona 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 27th 

 

8:00 a.m.:  Martin Lucas 

Requested by Mary Lucas 

 

10:00 a.m:  People of the Parish 
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To Ray 

and Joe 

for tire-

lessly working to update our 

cemetery maps and put in new 

markers. Also thank you to our 

ushers and greeters—this is a 

challenging process and without 

them we would not be able to 

keep the church open for you! 

Thank you to 

all of you that 

are keeping us 

fiscally on 

track  - we are 

in much better 

shape than 

many other 

parishes due 

to all of you! 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Patrick, Woodstock, IL A 4C 01-2026

Contact Jeff Tkachuk to place  
an ad today! jtkachuk@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2513

Bert’s Welding, Inc.

Truck and Trailer Repair 
Aluminum Trailers and Tanks 

Frame Repair and Modification 
Farm and Heavy Equipment 

Water Pumps, Radiators, Brakes

Service Calls 
815-337-2227

1507 Lamb Rd. Woodstock, IL 60098

WELDING 
& TRUCK SERVICE, INC.
Truck Safety Inspection

815-338-0594815-338-0594
335 N. Eastwood Dr. (Rt. 47) 

Woodstock, IL 60098

Mon-Sat 6am to 10pm 
Sun 6am to 9pm

(815) 337-8230 
1110 N. Seminary Ave. (Rt. 47) 

Woodstock

FREE 
Estimates

General Dentistry
226 Washington St. • Woodstock, IL

815/338-8155

Compliments of

Joe Wheadon  
President

815-459-0711

Business - Home - Auto 

Life - Health - Medicare

www.marsinsurance.com

    815.338.0690
GENERAL DENTISTRY & ORTHODONTICS
651 S. Eastwood Dr. Route 47, Woodstock, IL

www.familydentistryofwoodstock.com

Friendly & Highly-Skilled StaffFriendly & Highly-Skilled StaffFriendly & Highly-Skilled Staff

store5204@theupsstore.com

Al & Mary Crow
720 S Eastwood Dr. 

Woodstock, IL 60098
Phone: (815) 206-3602

Fax: (815) 206-3604

Herff’s Auto
Service & Tire

Where we fix it right- the first time!Where we fix it right- the first time!      
Since 1985Since 1985

Complete Auto Repair
All Services Guaranteed

12301 State route 173, Hebron, IL 60034 

(815) 648-2583

Rough Cut Tree Service LLC
Tree Trimming
Tree & Stump 

Removal
Snow plowing 

& Fall clean ups 
available

Call Dennis  
Cell (815) 236-6274 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FIRE DOORS • HOLLOW METAL DOORS 

DOCK EQUIPMENT • RESIDENTIAL DOORS

Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years

Steve Getzin, Owner 
(847) 683-0333

“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN.”

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill”) 
makes available certain investment products sponsored, managed, distributed or provided 
by companies that are affiliates of Bank of America Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a 
registered broker-dealer, Member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA Corp.
© 2019 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. 
ARQ54MR7 | AD-08-19-0069 | 470944PM-0519 | 08/2019

Paul Skowronski
First Vice President 
Wealth Management Advisor 
Portfolio Manager

815.788.2449 • paul.t.skowronski@ml.com

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
360 Memorial Drive 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014

fa.ml.com/paul.t.skowronski

1211 N. Seminary Avenue 
Woodstock, IL 60098

815-338-1710 • slmcfh.com

Daniel P. Cooney David R. Pierce

JMH CHIMNEY
815-338-4140

Visit our website at jmh-chimney.com

Chimney and Hearth Heating 
Sales, Services and Installations

Tulikivi Soapstone Masonry Heaters 
Regency & Hampton stoves & fireplaces

Serving McHenry County and Northern Illinois for over 39 years


