
We are a Catholic Faith         
Community, united in Christ 
through Sacrament, dedicated to 
charity, community, service and 
spiritual growth. 
 
Parish Staff 
Pastor ....................... Fr. Burt Absalon 
Associate…….Fr. Adalberto Sanchez 
Deacon ............................. Joe Kayser 
Deacon………………..815-236-3803 
Business Mgr. .. Jeanine Nowakowski 
Jeanine………………..815-790-3643 
Bldg & Grds ................. Matt Weidner 
Sacristan ......................... Ray Wagner 
Keyboardist ............ Braedon Sullivan 
Keyboardist…………..Aron Olivares 
Cantors……………Madison Kenyon, 
Avery Hill,      Jordyn Kratochvil,    
Caroline Stumpf and Hannah 
McNulty 
 
 

Sunday Masses 
 
8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
 

Confessions 
 
30 Minutes prior to each Mass. 
 

 

 We need your help!  If you are 
able to act as a greeter/cleaner 
for either of our Masses, easy 
instruction will be provided.  
Please contact Jeanine at 815-
790-3643.  Thank you! 

 

St. Patrick 
CHURCH OF HARTLAND-FOUNDED 1837 

St. Patrick Parish-Hartland 
15012 St. Patrick Road 
Woodstock, IL  60098 
815-338-7883 
www.stpatrickofhartland.org 

Office Hours 
Tuesday and Thursdays 
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Or by appointment. 
815-790-3643 

Sunday,  February 28th—2nd Sunday of Lent 

Disciple Stewardship: :  Peter, James, and John wanted to build a “booth” for Jesus and just stay on the mountain where 

His transfiguration took place.  But the Son of God, the Chosen One, knew that He must instead keep moving toward His 
crucifixion.  We, too, must rise from worship and do what we can to hasten the coming of the kingdom. 



 

Dear parishioners,  
 

We are now in the Second Sunday of Lent. This 
particular Sunday of the Season always gave the 
stories of Abraham from the Book of Genesis and 
the Transfiguration of Jesus in the Gospels as 
points for our Lenten reflection. In today’s read-
ings, both stories involved Father and son scenes: 
Abraham and Isaac and the voice of God the Fa-
ther and Jesus, God the Son. Both stories took 
place on a mountain: Mt Moriah for Abraham and 
Mt Tabor for Jesus. For the ancient Israel, the 
mountain is where you encounter God. It is a 
place of religious experience. That our stories to-
day happened on a mountain highlights the mystical dimension in our proc-
lamation of the Word. 
 
This weekend, we are given an extra ordinary glimpse into the faith & char-
acter of Abraham. The command to kill his son Isaac, his only child, born to 
him in old age, 
was beyond his comprehension. The Bible does not describe to us the an-
guish of Abraham over this divine imperative but it is easy to imagine him 
agonizing and struggling over this seemingly absurd command. Earlier, he 
was promised by the same God that he would be father of many nations. 
How else this promise to be fulfilled, if not through his son, Isaac? He was 
being asked to sacrifice the thing that meant the whole world to him and the 
very foundation on which his faith stood. But Abraham’s faith and trust in 
God proved greater than anything in the world. He carried out the divine 
command. God must be obeyed at all cost. As he raised the knife to slaugh-
ter his son, the Angel of the Lord stopped him. His hand was stayed, and 
Isaac’s life was spared. Abraham is rightfully called the father of faith. His 
faith is an ultimate example to all of us to emulate. He always took God at 
his word even when his faith was being tested beyond all limits.  
 
Our Gospel gives us the story of Transfiguration, a mystical experience for 
the apostles who were present in this amazing event. The apostles were 
completely overcome when given a glimpse of Christ in all his glory and 
when it was revealed to them who their Master was: “This is my beloved 
son, listen to Him.” It was a blessed happening to sustain them in the com-
ing darkness of Gethsemane, when they would witness Christ in agony. Mo-
ments of joy when everything fits together are few and far between. The 
apostles witnessed for themselves what Abraham only intuited in faith, the 
one that empowered him to be willing to sacrifice his only son.   
 
The story of Abraham sacrificing his beloved son Isaac prepared us for the 
greatest story ever told: God the Father gave us His beloved Son as a sacri-
fice. What Abraham was halted to do is what the heavenly Father carried 
out for our sake. The anguish and struggle of Abraham can give us an in-
sight into the interior life of God the Father when He gave His only Son, 
sacrificing everything that meant to Him.  
 
Lent provide us with an excellent opportunity to ponder on this greatest act 
of love done on our behalf. That God the Father found us worthy of the life 
of His beloved Son should reduce us to silence. Thank Father for your 
greatest love. May your mercy be on us always.        
 
With many blessings,   Father Burt Absalon 

SCRIPTURAL READINGS 

3rd Sunday in Lent 
 

First Reading:  Exodus 20:1-17 
God delivered the command-
ments to Moses and the He-
brews, who had been freed from 
slavery in Egypt.  “You shall not 
have other gods besides me,” 
said the Lord God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 
19:8 
Lord, you have words of ever 
lasting life. 
 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthi-
ans 1:22-25 
Paul preached Christ crucified 
“a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles.”  God’s 
folly is wiser and his weakness 
stronger than human wisdom. 
 
Gospel:  John 2:13-25 
Jesus found people buying and 
selling in the temple.  With a 
whip he drove our the money-
changers.  He said, “Destroy this 
temple and in three days I will 
raise it up.” 

1st Way is a life 
affirming, faith 
based, pregnancy 
resource organiza-
tion, providing 
compassionate 
care, emotional 

support, educational and medical ser-
vices to women facing unplanned preg-
nancies. 
You can help 1st Way help moms and 
their babies by donating gently used 
baby items, formula, baby wipes, and 
new car seats.  If you are interested in 
volunteering your time – we need tech-
nical support for our computers, a Face-
book administrator, and volunteers who 
like to plan special events.  If you have 
questions you can call 1st Way at 815-
385-2999 or email 
life@1stwayjohnsburg.com . 



Sacramental Policies 
 

Baptism:  Contact the parish Office to participate in the Sacramental Baptismal preparation program. 
First Eucharist:  Children will be permitted to approach First Eucharist upon completion of the Parish 
Religious Education Program required for the reception of Holy Communion. 
Matrimony:  Rev. Burt Absalon, should be contacted at least one year prior to the anticipated date for 
the marriage.  It is the policy of the Rockford Diocese that those to be married be at least 19 years of age, 
and will be required to participate in  instructional programs: including Pre-marriage and Natural Family 
Planning Seminars.  One of those to be married must be a registered member of the St. Patrick Parish of 
Hartland. 
Confessions:  The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available 30 minutes prior to the 8:00 a.m. and 
10:15 a.m. Sunday Masses. 
Anointing of the Sick:  For reception of the Sacrament of the Sick, and visits, please contact the Parish 
office at 815-338-7883.    
New Members:  New members to our community are asked to fill out a registration form found in the 
back of the church and drop it in the collection, or contact the Parish office. 

Time in the Desert 
 

Being in Lent, we hear a lot about 
Jesus in the desert or the wilderness. 
We are also “invited,” in a certain 
sense, to join Him there. The question 
can rise in our hearts, “Why should 
I?” There are a host of reasons as to 
‘why’ but let’s just look at a one. The 
desert is silent. It is the place where 
we can hear best the thoughts that run 
through our mind. It is like when you 
are at a Christmas dinner or party and 
there are so many conversations go-
ing on that you can’t figure out which 
one you ought to participate in and 
there is so much noise that sometimes 
it feels overwhelming, but as soon as 
you get back in your car, there is (if 
you don’t turn on the radio) silence. 
And all of a sudden, you can hear 
yourself think. This Lenten season is 
a great time to be able to enter the 
silence and begin to hear yourself, but 
more importantly, hear God speak to 
you about His desires for your life. 
We give things up, pray a bit more, 
not because we want to brag to our 
friends but so that we draw into a 
fresh relationship with God. And it is 
in that fresh relationship that when we 
ask Him “Lord, what do you desire 
for my life?” that we can begin to 
hear the promptings of the Holy Spir-
it, the tuggings of our heart, a bit 
more clearly, because we are living in 
the silence of the desert. 
 

Fr. Sean Grismer 

 
 
 

Your prayers are requested for the sick; 
 
 
 

eople of God 

Join us for Stations of the 
cross and soup supper    
Fridays during Lent at 7:00 
p.m. 
 

Casey Porch 

Erwin Arendt 
Lisa Ash 
Mary Bassett 
Emily Davis 
Renee Biestek 
Rich Biestek 
Mary Lou 
Draper 
Barbara Dye 
Wayne Dye 
Steve Fitzgerald 
Mary Watson 
Dennis Gallagher 
Mary Gillis 
Nancy Golbeck 
Art Holt 
Gayle Johnson 
 
 
 
 

Jeff Kruzan 
Cindy Kruzan 
Robert Kutella 
Barb Lanphier 
Henry Kranz 
Steve Welch 
Bill Matusek 
Billy Matusek 
John Ferraro 
Harold Johnson 
Paul Kries 
Melissa Rath 
Karen Scimeca 
Jeremy Scully 
Geraldine Slarai 
Derrick Verona 
Rita Hagenbruch 
Viola Huff 
 
 
 

Greeter Schedule: 
 
March 7th 
8:00:  Kurcab Family 
10:15:  Riley Family 
 
March 14th 
8:00:  The Vest Family 
10:15:  Hill Family 
 
March 21st 
8:00:  The Widmayer Family 
10:15:  The Fifer Family 
 

 

Sunday,  March 7th 
 

8:00 a.m.:  Ardee Lanphier 
Requested by Barb Lanphier 
 
10:15:   People of the Parish 

 

We have open Mass intentions 
available in August through      
December.  
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Bert’s Welding, Inc.

Truck and Trailer Repair 
Aluminum Trailers and Tanks 

Frame Repair and Modification 
Farm and Heavy Equipment 

Water Pumps, Radiators, Brakes

Service Calls 
815-337-2227

1507 Lamb Rd. Woodstock, IL 60098

WELDING 
& TRUCK SERVICE, INC.
Truck Safety Inspection

815-338-0594815-338-0594
335 N. Eastwood Dr. (Rt. 47) 

Woodstock, IL 60098

Mon-Sat 6am to 10pm 
Sun 6am to 9pm

(815) 337-8230 
1110 N. Seminary Ave. (Rt. 47) 

Woodstock

FREE 
Estimates

General Dentistry
226 Washington St. • Woodstock, IL

815/338-8155

Compliments of

Joe Wheadon  
President

815-459-0711

Business - Home - Auto 

Life - Health - Medicare

www.marsinsurance.com

    815.338.0690
GENERAL DENTISTRY & ORTHODONTICS
651 S. Eastwood Dr. Route 47, Woodstock, IL

www.familydentistryofwoodstock.com

Friendly & Highly-Skilled StaffFriendly & Highly-Skilled StaffFriendly & Highly-Skilled Staff

store5204@theupsstore.com

Al & Mary Crow
720 S Eastwood Dr. 

Woodstock, IL 60098
Phone: (815) 206-3602

Fax: (815) 206-3604

Rough Cut Tree Service LLC
Tree Trimming
Tree & Stump 

Removal
Snow plowing 

& Fall clean ups 
available

Call Dennis  
Cell (815) 236-6274 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FIRE DOORS • HOLLOW METAL DOORS 

DOCK EQUIPMENT • RESIDENTIAL DOORS

Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years

Steve Getzin, Owner 
(847) 683-0333

“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN.”

1211 N. Seminary Avenue 
Woodstock, IL 60098

815-338-1710 • slmcfh.com

Daniel P. Cooney David R. Pierce

JMH CHIMNEY
815-338-4140

Visit our website at jmh-chimney.com

Chimney and Hearth Heating 
Sales, Services and Installations

Tulikivi Soapstone Masonry Heaters 
Regency & Hampton stoves & fireplaces

Serving McHenry County and Northern Illinois for over 39 years

SAUNDERS 
FUNERAL HOME 
& CREMATORY

Traditional Burials | Cremations | Pre-Planning 
Funeral Home Operated Crematory

WOODSTOCK 
1745 S Eastwood Dr • 815-420-3030

HARVARD 
107 W Sumner St • 815-943-5400 

Contact David Duran to place an ad today!  
dduran@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2465


