
We are a Catholic Faith         
Community, united in Christ 
through Sacrament, dedicated to 
charity, community, service and 
spiritual growth. 
 
Parish Staff 
Pastor ....................... Fr. Burt Absalon 
Associate…….Fr. Adalberto Sanchez 
Deacon ............................. Joe Kayser 
Deacon………………..815-236-3803 
Business Mgr. .. Jeanine Nowakowski 
Jeanine………………..815-790-3643 
Bldg & Grds ................. Matt Weidner 
Sacristan ......................... Ray Wagner 
Keyboardist ............ Braedon Sullivan 
Keyboardist…………..Aron Olivares 
Cantors……………Madison Kenyon, 
Avery Hill,      Jordyn Kratochvil,    
Caroline Stumpf and Hannah 
McNulty 
 
 

Sunday Masses 
 
8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
 

Confessions 
 
30 Minutes prior to each Mass. 
 

 

 We need your help!  If you are 
able to act as a greeter/cleaner 
for either of our Masses, easy 
instruction will be provided.  
Please contact Jeanine at 815-
790-3643.  Thank you! 

 

St. Patrick 
CHURCH OF HARTLAND-FOUNDED 1837 

St. Patrick Parish-Hartland 
15012 St. Patrick Road 
Woodstock, IL  60098 
815-338-7883 
www.stpatrickofhartland.org 

Office Hours 
Tuesday and Thursdays 
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Or by appointment. 
815-790-3643 

May 2nd, Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Disciple Stewardship: :  In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives His disciples-and us-a new commandment:  “Love 
one another.”  Good stewards who spend their time and talents in service to others are well on their way to 
fulfilling this commandment 



 

Dear parishioners,  
 
Our Sunday Gospel readings in this entire Sea-
son of Easter are taken almost exclusively 
from the Gospel of John.  John’s Gospel has a 
particular way of emphasizing the imperative 
to establish a loving and intimate relationship 
with the Lord. For according to John, it is Je-
sus Himself who calls us to a life of intimacy 
with Him. In the last Sunday’s Gospel Jesus 
said, “I am the Good Shepherd. I know mine 
and mine know me …and I lay down my life 
for my sheep.” Jn  10:14.  In this Sunday, we 
hear Him say, “I am the vine you are the 
branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, be-
cause without me, you can do nothing.” Jn 15:5. This relationship is 
based on mutual knowledge leading to the deepening of that knowledge 
on our part to a higher awareness of our worth as deemed deserving of 
His sacrifice. This relationship is the conduit of Grace that flows from 
Him to us sustaining our lives and empowering us to bear fruits. Indeed, 
without Christ, we can do nothing. This personal bond with Jesus, there-
fore, must become an axis around which our lives need to revolve.      
 
In the last Tuesday’s Gospel, the Jews told Jesus, “If you are the Christ, 

tell us plainly.” Jesus answered them, “I told you and you do not be-

lieve. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me. But you do 

not believe, because you are not among my sheep.” Jn 10:26. The only 

way for our joys and sorrows in life to make sense and have meaning for 

us is to be among the sheep of the Good Shepherd. The only way we can 

experience the newness of life is to encounter Jesus who rose from the 

dead.  And this experience of the risen Lord will become that bond that 

can serve as a lens through which we can view the good times and bad 

times in our lives with faith, hope, and love. The reason why we are un-

happy with things in this world is because we have not encountered yet 

the living Lord.  The reason why we are afraid is because we have not 

found the courage that comes from Someone who overcome the world. 

The reason we experience meaninglessness and restlessness is because 

we have not experienced yet the Peace that this world cannot give. Enter 

into the bond of love and friendship with the Lord and you will find joy 

even in the midst of sorrow and peace in the midst of woe, even in this 

world. God bless you!   

SCRIPTURAL READINGS 

6th Sunday in Easter 
 

First Reading:  Acts 10:25-26 
Peter entered the house of Cor-
nelius and proclaimed the good 
news to his household.  They lis-
tened and believed, so peter had 
them baptized in the name of Je-
sus Christ. 
Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 98:1 
The Lord has revealed to the na-
tions his saving power. 
Second Reading:  1 John 4:7-10 
John wrote, “Let us love one an-
other, because live is of God.”  The 
person without love knows noth-
ing of God because God is love. 
Gospel:  John 15:9-17 
Jesus told his disciples, “This is my 
commandment; love one another 
as I love you.”  There is not greater 
love than this: “to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends.” 

 

Support Lucca Kenyon as she participates in:  
Biking for Babies Woodstock Local Ride 

Biking for Babies is a national nonprofit that works with pregnancy resource centers around 
the nation. Our mission is to transform the culture by sharing the life-saving stories from 

pregnancy resource centers, raising financial and spiritual support for these centers, and forming pro-life missionaries. Every 
year, young adults participate in a six-day National Ride with starting points in Colorado, Wisconsin, Ohio, and Mississippi. 
All routes meet in St. Louis, forming a cross which stretches throughout the nation, making for a total of roughly 2,600 
miles.This year we are having our first Woodstock Local Ride, which will take place take place Saturday, June 5th, 7:15-
10:30 A.M. at Emricson Park Main Pavilion. This event is a ride, not a race, meaning it will not be timed and it is a family-
friendly event. The event will consist of three routes: 3 miles, 9 miles, and 15 miles. Please register at https://
bikingforbabies.breezechms.com/form/woodstock.  

Greeter Schedule: 
May 9th 
8:00 a.m.: The Vest Family 
10:15 a.m.:  The Hill Family 
 

May 16th 
8:00 a.m.:  The Vest Family 
10:15 a.m.:  The Fifer Family 
 

May 23rd 
8:00 a.m.:  The Vanderstappen’s 
10:15 a.m.:  The Witt Family 
 
 



Sacramental Policies 
 

Baptism:  Contact the parish Office to participate in the Sacramental Baptismal preparation program. 
First Eucharist:  Children will be permitted to approach First Eucharist upon completion of the Parish 
Religious Education Program required for the reception of Holy Communion. 
Matrimony:  Rev. Burt Absalon, should be contacted at least one year prior to the anticipated date for 
the marriage.  It is the policy of the Rockford Diocese that those to be married be at least 19 years of age, 
and will be required to participate in  instructional programs: including Pre-marriage and Natural Family 
Planning Seminars.  One of those to be married must be a registered member of the St. Patrick Parish of 
Hartland. 
Confessions:  The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available 30 minutes prior to the 8:00 a.m. and 
10:15 a.m. Sunday Masses. 
Anointing of the Sick:  For reception of the Sacrament of the Sick, and visits, please contact the Parish 
office at 815-338-7883.    
New Members:  New members to our community are asked to fill out a registration form found in the 
back of the church and drop it in the collection, or contact the Parish office. 

 
 
 

Your prayers are requested for the sick; 
 
 
 

eople of God 

Casey Porch 

Erwin Arendt 
Lisa Ash 
Mary Bassett 
Emily Davis 
Renee Biestek 
Rich Biestek 
Mary Lou 
Draper 
Barbara Dye 
Wayne Dye 
Steve Fitzgerald 
Mary Watson 
Dennis Gallagher 
Mary Gillis 
Nancy Golbeck 
Art Holt 
Gayle Johnson 
 
 
 
 

Jeff Kruzan 
Cindy Kruzan 
Robert Kutella 
Barb Lanphier 
Henry Kranz 
Steve Welch 
Bill Matusek 
Billy Matusek 
John Ferraro 
Harold Johnson 
Paul Kries 
Melissa Rath 
Karen Scimeca 
Jeremy Scully 
Geraldine Slarai 
Derrick Verona 
Rita Hagenbruch 
Viola Huff 
 
 
 

Sunday May 9th 
 
8:00 a.m.:  Martin Lucas 
10:15 a.m.:  People of the Parish 
 
Intentions available starting in 
September—please feel free to 
call of email to schedule one. 

 
 

Vocations Corner:   Don't stop being yourself 
When I think back to the time just before I entered the seminary, I remember 
that lots of people were giving me advice.  Much of it was good and helpful, but 
there is only one piece of advice that I received at that time that I still remember 
today.  One of our seminarians gave me this simple encouragement: "Don't stop 
being yourself".  Even though this might seem insignificant, it would be hard for 
me to overstate how important this piece of advice was for me as I started my 
journey into the seminary.  At that point, I was nervous that I did not have what 
it would take to be a good seminarian.  I was not sure if was smart enough, holy 
enough, or well-formed enough to fit in at a seminary and make it through the 
training process.  However, that simple bit of advice that I received from a fel-
low seminarian reminded me of God's plan for me.  God had called me to be a 
priest.  He hadn't called me acting like someone else to be a priest; He 
called me.  In our Gospel this weekend, Jesus tells us that He is the vine and we 
are the branches.  He also tells us that He wants to prune us so that we can bear 
more fruit.  It is so important for all of us to realize in our lives that Jesus has 
called every one of us to a certain mission.  He has given us specific gifts, grac-
es, and talents that we need to fulfill the special role that He has for us.  He does 
not need us to act like someone we are not, but He does want to make us the 
best version of ourselves.  This is why it is so important for us to continue to go 
to Jesus to allow Him to prune us and prepare us for our missions.  It 
is necessary that we go to Him constantly in prayer and the sacraments so that 
He can continue to purify and sanctify us in order that we might bear much 
fruit.  My advice to you, then, is to simply be yourself.  Never be afraid to let 
Jesus in to prune you and shape you so that you will be the person He is calling 
you to be and so that you will be able to fulfill the mission that He has for you. 

 

Please offer your congratulations to 
our 1st Holy Communicants: 
 

Claire Ferretti 
Lydia Ferretti 

Sofia Ortiz 
Valerie Ortiz 

Jocelyn Sabaitis 
Caelynn Sankey 

Reese Vest 
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Bert’s Welding, Inc.

Truck and Trailer Repair 
Aluminum Trailers and Tanks 

Frame Repair and Modification 
Farm and Heavy Equipment 

Water Pumps, Radiators, Brakes

Service Calls 
815-337-2227

1507 Lamb Rd. Woodstock, IL 60098

WELDING 
& TRUCK SERVICE, INC.
Truck Safety Inspection

815-338-0594815-338-0594
335 N. Eastwood Dr. (Rt. 47) 

Woodstock, IL 60098

Mon-Sat 6am to 10pm 
Sun 6am to 9pm

(815) 337-8230 
1110 N. Seminary Ave. (Rt. 47) 

Woodstock

FREE 
Estimates

General Dentistry
226 Washington St. • Woodstock, IL

815/338-8155

Compliments of

Joe Wheadon  
President

815-459-0711

Business - Home - Auto 

Life - Health - Medicare

www.marsinsurance.com

    815.338.0690
GENERAL DENTISTRY & ORTHODONTICS
651 S. Eastwood Dr. Route 47, Woodstock, IL

www.familydentistryofwoodstock.com

Friendly & Highly-Skilled StaffFriendly & Highly-Skilled StaffFriendly & Highly-Skilled Staff

Rough Cut Tree Service LLC
Tree services available:

Prunning 
Tree Planting
Tree & Stump 

Removal
Spring & Fall  

clean up available

Call Dennis for a free estimate 
Cell (815) 236-6274 

store5204@theupsstore.com

Al & Mary Crow
720 S Eastwood Dr. 

Woodstock, IL 60098
Phone: (815) 206-3602

Fax: (815) 206-3604

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FIRE DOORS • HOLLOW METAL DOORS 

DOCK EQUIPMENT • RESIDENTIAL DOORS

Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years

Steve Getzin, Owner 
(847) 683-0333

“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN.”

1211 N. Seminary Avenue 
Woodstock, IL 60098

815-338-1710 • slmcfh.com

Daniel P. Cooney David R. Pierce

JMH CHIMNEY
815-338-4140

Visit our website at jmh-chimney.com

Chimney and Hearth Heating 
Sales, Services and Installations

Tulikivi Soapstone Masonry Heaters 
Regency & Hampton stoves & fireplaces

Serving McHenry County and Northern Illinois for over 39 years

SAUNDERS 
FUNERAL HOME 
& CREMATORY

Traditional Burials | Cremations | Pre-Planning 
Funeral Home Operated Crematory

WOODSTOCK 
1745 S Eastwood Dr • 815-420-3030

HARVARD 
107 W Sumner St • 815-943-5400 

Contact David Duran to place an ad today!  
dduran@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2465


