
We are a Catholic Faith         
Community, united in Christ 
through Sacrament, dedicated to 
charity, community, service and 
spiritual growth. 
 
Parish Staff 
Pastor ....................... Fr. Burt Absalon 
Associate……………..….Fr. Warren 
Deacon ............................. Joe Kayser 
Deacon………………..815-236-3803 
Business Mgr. .. Jeanine Nowakowski 
Jeanine………………..815-790-3643 
Bldg & Grds ................. Matt Weidner 
Sacristan ......................... Ray Wagner 
Keyboardist ............ Braedon Sullivan 
Keyboardist…………..Aron Olivares 
Cantors……………Madison Kenyon, 
Avery Hill,      Jordyn Kratochvil,    
Caroline Stumpf and Hannah 
McNulty 
 
 

Sunday Masses 
 
8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
 

Confessions 
 
30 Minutes prior to each Mass. 
 

 

 We need your help!  If you are 
able to act as a server for either 
of our Masses, easy instruction 
will be provided.  Please     
contact Jeanine at 815-790-
3643.  Thank you! 

 

St. Patrick 
CHURCH OF HARTLAND-FOUNDED 1837 

St. Patrick Parish-Hartland 
15012 St. Patrick Road 
Woodstock, IL  60098 
815-338-7883 
www.stpatrickofhartland.org 

Office Hours 
Tuesday and Thursdays 
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Or by appointment. 
815-790-3643 

Sunday, September 5th—23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Disciple Stewardship:  The good steward must not show favoritism.  The rich may have material gifts, but 
St. James reminds us that God has chosen the world’s poor to be rich in faith and inheritors of God’s king-
dom. 



SCRIPTURAL READINGS 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
First Reading:   Isaiah 50:4-9 
Isaiah prophesied:  I gave my back to 
those who beat me and my face to 
buffets and spitting.  I was not dis-
graced, for when the Lord is with me, 
how can I be ashamed? 
Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 116:1 
I will walk before the Lord, in the 
land of the living. 
Second Reading:  James 2:14-18 
Faith without good works is dead and 
worth nothing.  A person should not 
claim to be a Christian without living 
like one.  In vain do we profess faith 
without practice. 
Gospel:  Mark 8:27-35 
Jesus taught the disciples that the 
Son of Man must suffer and die.  He 
went on to say that if they wish to 
follow him they, too, must deny 
themselves and take up the cross. 

 
 

Dear parishioners,  
Last Saturday, we celebrated the feast of St. 
Augustine.  It is opportune to include this great 
saint in our weekend reflection as his life and 
work flow naturally from our Sunday's read-
ings and relate to us in a special way. St. Au-
gustine wrote a long prayer to God about his 
life. These writings are known to us today as 
the Confessions. This book is more than Au-
gustine’s autobiography. It is a guide for us to 
understand the gifts offered to us by Grace. As 
we come to know in this book what Augustine 
went through, we will be challenged to under-
stand that his journey was no different than ours.  
  
Augustine's theme is found in the first pages of his Confession. "You 
have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests 
in you.” Deep within us we long for something more and better than 
what the world can give us. Nothing that we seek here can bring us last-
ing happiness. All pleasure is fleeting. Nothing in this world endures. 
We spend our lives seeking happiness. But like Augustine, we often look 
for it in the wrong places. Our hearts, our love, comes from God. Our 
search for happiness and for love will not be satisfied until they are fully 
united to God.  
 
Augustine was born in 354 AD in Tagaste, once a part of the Roman 
Empire that became the present day Algeria. Augustine was very intelli-
gent, in fact one of the greatest intellectuals for all times. But he used his 
intelligence in seeking justification for immorality within his own life 
and the lives of his friends. He sought happiness in physical satisfaction. 
He got a girl pregnant, and then dumped her after the baby was born. 
She was only the first of many women in his life. He also sought happi-
ness in intellectual endeavors, flirting with various forms of paganism. 
When his intellectual pursuit finally made him realize that truth could 
only be found in the Church, he had an intellectual conversion. Yet he 
did not become a Christian right away for he did not want to give up his 
life of pleasures. “Give me chastity Lord,” he prayed, “But not yet” he 
added. But like Jeremiah in our first reading, there was fire burning in 
Augustine”s heart. He had to listen to the voice of God within him.  
 
Responding to God's call was not easy for Augustine. He had to struggle 
to fight off his selfishness and attachments to pleasure. He had to hum-
ble himself to recognize that his human intelligence was inferior to Di-
vine Knowledge. "You duped me Lord, and I was duped,” Jeremiah 
complained. Augustine echoed the same thing, "You called me Lord to 
you. I thought this would be easy. But the path is difficult.” To Augus-
tine and to us, Jesus says, "Take up your cross and follow me.” "Do not 
conform yourselves to this age,” Paul added. "But be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind that you may discern what is the will of God.”   
 
St. Augustine today is one of the greatest Saints of the Church and argu-
ably the most influential in forming the Church’s Doctrine. In our own 
struggles as we walk our life’s journey, we can look to him for guidance 
and inspiration. Let us ask for his prayers and intercession today and al-
ways.    
 
 

 
 

Great News! 
 

We will be back to “in-person” RE 
this fall starting on September 
26th.  Please make sure to get in 
touch with Jennifer Riley to get 
your students enrolled.  You may 
catch up with Jennifer either at 
Mass on Sunday or through email 
at jen4riley@gmail.com.   

Woman of    
Inspiration 

2021 
 
Congratulations to 
Jennifer   Riley on 

her being selected as St. Patrick’s 
“Woman of Inspiration 2021.”    We 
are blessed to have her and her fami-
ly as active inspirations to us!  The 
dinner  honoring Jennifer will be 
help on September 19th, 2021.  
Tickets are $25 per adult and $12.50 
for children.  If you are interested in 
attending, please contact Carol Wag-
ner at 815-648-2440, or 
rcwagern78@gmail.com. 



Sacramental Policies 
 

Baptism:  Contact the parish Office to participate in the Sacramental Baptismal preparation program. 
First Eucharist:  Children will be permitted to approach First Eucharist upon completion of the Parish 
Religious Education Program required for the reception of Holy Communion. 
Matrimony:  Rev. Burt Absalon, should be contacted at least one year prior to the anticipated date for 
the marriage.  It is the policy of the Rockford Diocese that those to be married be at least 19 years of age, 
and will be required to participate in  instructional programs: including Pre-marriage and Natural Family 
Planning Seminars.  One of those to be married must be a registered member of the St. Patrick Parish of 
Hartland. 
Confessions:  The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available 30 minutes prior to the 8:00 a.m. and 
10:15 a.m. Sunday Masses. 
Anointing of the Sick:  For reception of the Sacrament of the Sick, and visits, please contact the Parish 
office at 815-338-7883.    
New Members:  New members to our community are asked to fill out a registration form found in the 
back of the church and drop it in the collection, or contact the Parish office. 

 
 
 

Your prayers are requested for the sick; 
 
 
 

eople of God 

Sunday,  September 12th 
 
8:00 a.m.:  People of the Parish 
 
10:15 a.m:  Mary Jo O’Conner 
Requested by Rich Biestek 
 
Please continue to pray for our 
friends and families on the prayer 
list. 

Casey Porch 

Erwin Arendt 
Lisa Ash 
Mary Bassett 
Emily Davis 
Renee Biestek 
Rich Biestek 
Mary Lou 
Draper 
Barbara Dye 
Wayne Dye 
Steve Fitzgerald 
Mary Watson 
Dennis Gallagher 
Mary Gillis 
Nancy Golbeck 
Gaye Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeff Kruzan 
Cindy Kruzan 
Robert Kutella 
Barb Lanphier 
Henry Kranz 
Steve Welch 
Bill Matusek 
Billy Matusek 
John Ferraro 
Viola Huff 
Paul Kries 
Melissa Rath 
Philip Weidner 
Jeremy Scully 
Geraldine Slarai 
Derrick Verona 

Rita Hagenbruch 
 
 
 
 

Vocation Corner 
In our first reading from the 

Prophet Isaiah this weekend, God 

has a message for those who are 

fearful.  “Be strong, fear not!” he 

says.  God our Father always en-

courages us to trust in Him and to 

not let fear get in the way of our 

mission.  At its core, fear is a 

sense of isolation.  When we are 

afraid, ultimately we are feeling 

alone and helpless.  It is through 

that fear that we lose our hope, and 

when our hope is gone we lose our 

peace as well.  Without that interi-

or peace, it is tough to the disci-

ples that Jesus calls us to be.  

Therefore, we need to do our best 

to always be strong and fear not!  

God does not call us to be timid in 

our vocations, but rather to be cou-

rageous.  Be bold in the way that 

you surrender your life to Jesus 

Christ.  Hold nothing back!  With 

your fearless heart, Jesus will be 

able to mold you into a true disci-

ple and do great things in your life.  

Place all of your hope and trust in 

God, and see what incredible 

deeds He wants to work through 

you. 

The annual McHenry County  
Prayer Breakfast will be held     
October 30th, 2021.  Mass will be 
held at 7:30 a.m. at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton in Crystal Lake,        
followed by breakfast at 9:00 a.m. 
at D’Andrea Banquets  in Crystal 
Lake.  Tickets for the breakfast are 
$35.00.  Please contact Carol  
Wagner at 815-648-2440 or: 
rcwagner78@gmail.com if you are 
interested in attending.  St. Patrick    
Parish has purchased a table of 10, 
so you may purchase tickets       
directly through the parish if you 
are interested in attending. 
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Bert’s Welding, Inc.

Truck and Trailer Repair 
Aluminum Trailers and Tanks 

Frame Repair and Modification 
Farm and Heavy Equipment 

Water Pumps, Radiators, Brakes

Service Calls 
815-337-2227

1507 Lamb Rd. Woodstock, IL 60098

WELDING 
& TRUCK SERVICE, INC.
Truck Safety Inspection

815-338-0594815-338-0594
335 N. Eastwood Dr. (Rt. 47) 

Woodstock, IL 60098

Mon-Sat 6am to 10pm 
Sun 6am to 9pm

(815) 337-8230 
1110 N. Seminary Ave. (Rt. 47) 

Woodstock

FREE 
Estimates

General Dentistry
226 Washington St. • Woodstock, IL

815/338-8155

Compliments of

Joe Wheadon  
President

815-459-0711

Business - Home - Auto 

Life - Health - Medicare

www.marsinsurance.com

    815.338.0690
GENERAL DENTISTRY & ORTHODONTICS
651 S. Eastwood Dr. Route 47, Woodstock, IL

www.familydentistryofwoodstock.com

Friendly & Highly-Skilled StaffFriendly & Highly-Skilled StaffFriendly & Highly-Skilled Staff

store5204@theupsstore.com

Al & Mary Crow
720 S Eastwood Dr. 

Woodstock, IL 60098
Phone: (815) 206-3602

Fax: (815) 206-3604

Rough Cut Tree Service LLC
Tree Trimming
Tree & Stump 

Removal
Snow plowing 

& Fall clean ups 
available

Call Dennis  
Cell (815) 236-6274 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FIRE DOORS • HOLLOW METAL DOORS 

DOCK EQUIPMENT • RESIDENTIAL DOORS

Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years

Steve Getzin, Owner 
(847) 683-0333

“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN.”

1211 N. Seminary Avenue 
Woodstock, IL 60098

815-338-1710 • slmcfh.com

Daniel P. Cooney David R. Pierce

JMH CHIMNEY
815-338-4140

Visit our website at jmh-chimney.com

Chimney and Hearth Heating 
Sales, Services and Installations

Tulikivi Soapstone Masonry Heaters 
Regency & Hampton stoves & fireplaces

Serving McHenry County and Northern Illinois for over 39 years

SAUNDERS 
FUNERAL HOME 
& CREMATORY

Traditional Burials | Cremations | Pre-Planning 
Funeral Home Operated Crematory

WOODSTOCK 
1745 S Eastwood Dr • 815-420-3030

HARVARD 
107 W Sumner St • 815-943-5400 

Contact John Delahunty to place 
an ad today! jdelahunty@4LPi.com 

or (800) 477-4574 x6657


