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RENEW MY CHURCH 

Lord Jesus, You speak to us today, 
as You spoke to holy men and women who have gone before us. 
In every age and in our own time, You call to us and say: Renew My Church. 
Pour out the gift of Your Holy Spirit upon us, and so enable us 
to hear You clearly, to listen to each other attentively, 
to imagine our future boldly, to discern Your direction wisely, 
to persevere in Your holy will courageously, to stay together in charity, 
to surrender our own plans readily, to embrace the greater good, 
to hand on Your gifts to future generations. 
May we remain in the holy company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
the apostles and all the saints. 
May their example and presence inspire us with patient confidence 
in the work of Your grace. 
We ask this of You who live and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
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A variety of topics from Fr. Greg Rom – April 5, 2020 
 

A Palm Sunday that will go down in history! 
 

  Again, as I type this, I’m wondering what additional changes will happen by the time this 
will be “in print” and will be read.  Since our last Sunday Masses, on March 8, so many 
changes have happened sometimes within the same day.  Below are many repetitions. 
 

  While not all up-to-date, I hope that you’ll be able to read previous Sunday bulletins on 
our Parish website.  I will summarize some important items from previous bulletins: 

1- NO Masses – NO School – NO Gym – NO meetings – Parish Office closed 
2- NO Holy Week – NO Blessing of Easter Baskets – NO Easter Sunday Masses 
3- We do not know when we will “get back to the old normal”. 
4- We do not know if and when last Sunday’s Seminar will be rescheduled. 
5- As best as possible, we will keep our “website” and “phone announcement” updated. 

 
Communications: 
[1]  Voice mail will be checked as often as possible. 

Fr. Greg:  (773) 792-3077   –   Kathy Collins:  (312) 854-9288 
(Many times if not most, the Parish number is answered by Fr. Greg.) 

[2]  Emails: 
Fr. Greg:  grom@archchicago.org 
Monika is not able to work in the office because of the “shelter-in-place” rule, 
but she is checking her email:  parish@saintthecla.org  
Kathy Collins:  studentdevelopment@saintthecla.org 

 
Parish Office 
  Because Kathy and Monika are not in the office (but working from home), some normal 
“jobs” are not quickly possible or possible at all.  Please be patient. 
 
Thank You Very Much for mailing-in or dropping-off your contributions! 
 A letter to parishioners mailed on March 25 contained not only these words of gratitude, 
but also a request – if you can – to also mail-in or drop-off in the parish office mail slot your 
contributions.  (If you did not receive this letter, please let us know.)  
 While “we are closed”, we still have expenses.  All of our employees are being paid, & many 
have their benefits.  Thermostats have been set down, but we still are using utilities.  Also, as 
stated before in the bulletin, our property/casualty insurance for our campus costs just under 
$200 per day ($72,000+ annually). 
  If you would like to contribute electronically, please check www.saintthecla.org for details 
Again, “if you can”.  I understand that financial distress is being experienced by many. Also, 
helping family and friends with their financial challenges are works of mercy and also 
donating to charitable organizations and food pantries – e.g. at St. Cornelius (773) 283-5222. 
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Mass Intentions 
Our “last, ordinary Mass” was the 8:30am Mass on Friday, March 13. When Masses start 
again, anyone, who had or will have a Mass Intention, can let us know what their wishes are. 
 
Easter Flowers envelope 
  Since we will not be able to celebrate Easter Sunday, we canceled our Easter flowers order. 

If you wish, just don’t use that envelope. 
If you already contributed, thank you;  and 
if you wish to “re-designate” your Easter Flowers contribution, let us know. 

P.S.  Among the many businesses who are suffering, florists are experiencing decreased 
sales. 
 
Some possibilities for “watching” Mass…(Sundays & weekdays) 
…from the Archdiocese of Chicago in English, Polish and Spanish: 
…www.archchicago.org --- “Radio/Television” --- “Television” ---“Broadcast Mass” 
…YouTube.com/catholicchicago  
…Mercy Home:  Sundays – 9:30am – WGN-TV – Channel 9 
…Cardinal Cupich at the cathedral – Sundays – 9:30am – Channel 7 
…Old St. Patrick Church:  Sundays – 5:00pm   http://www.livestream.com/oldstpats 
…Polvision –channels  397/679 – Sundays – 9:00m & 3:00pm 
…on antenna TV:  Sundays – 6:30am – channels 26.2 or 48.1 
                                                 8:30am – channel 50 
                                                 10:30am – channel 62 
 

When not able to receive Holy Communion, a prayer from the 1700’s… 
…by St. Alphonsus Liguori 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 

“Blessing of Food for Easter” 
(Here’s a “Blessing Prayer” from the “Book of Blessings” since we cannot do this in the church.) 

“God of glory, the eyes of all turn to You 
as we celebrate Christ’s victory over sin and death. 

Bless us and this food of our first Easter meal. 
May we who gather at the Lord’s table  

continue to celebrate the joy of His resurrection 
 and be admitted finally to His heavenly banquet. Amen. 

(Even though we won’t be gathering at the Lord’s table this Easter; and customary, family,  
Easter Gatherings won’t be happening, this prayer can be used to ask for God’s blessing.)              3. 

 



 
Daily Prayer Times – Cardinal’s Call for Common Prayer 
  9:00am – for those infected with the virus and all who are ill 
      Lord, place Your healing hand on those who suffer illness. 
      Bring them to full health and ease their anxious hearts. 
      May our prayer and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary encourage 
      them that they are not alone. We ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
 12:00pm – for health care workers and those attending to the sick 
      Lord, we are ennobled by those who put their lives at risk in caring for the sick. 
      Keep them safe and embolden them when they are weary. 
      We ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
 3:00pm – for first responders and essential workers 
      Lord, we pray for those who run to danger to keep us safe and those  
      who serve the common  good. 
      Embrace them with Your mantle of protection and comfort the fears of their families. 
      We ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
6:00pm – for people of every nation and their leaders 
       Lord, the pandemic opens our eyes to see each other as brothers and sisters in one family. 
       We pray for people of every nation and their leaders,  
       asking that they be inspired to seek the good of all and quell the voices of division. 
       We ask in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
9:00pm – for those who have died today 
       Lord, we grieve the passing of our sisters and brothers who have died this day. 
       We commend them to Your tender mercy, confident that nothing, not even death, 
       will separate us from Your love.  
       We ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
(While we are not required to pray at these exact times, “common prayer” emphasizes – even 
if we are at home alone – that we are part of a family of faith beyond our own parish.) 

 
How to use our “To Teach Who Christ Is” (TTWCI) dollars 

 First of all, Thank You Very Much to our parishioners who made and are fulfilling their 
TTWCI pledges.  
 Secondly, when the pledges were made, two-thirds of paid pledges were designated for 
“Campus Restoration” (i.e. major projects on the exteriors & interiors of all 5 of our parish 
buildings).  The other one-third was designated for “Falcons Forever”.  With the decrease in 
our Sunday collections and the cancelation of 2 School fund-raisers (Fun Run & Blue & 
White Night) and the cancelation of Masses now, we need to re-designate the use of the 
“Campus Restoration” and “Falcons Forever” funds for our ordinary, general operations (e.g. 
salaries, benefits, utilities, maintenance & repair. 
According to TTWCI guidelines, to re-designate the use of pledge dollars, a notification must 
be in the Sunday bulletin for at least 2 weeks.  We started on March 15, but there were no 
Masses so very few came to pray in the church.  Since March 22, the church has been closed. 
If you do not want our TTWCI funds to be used for general operations, please let me know 
by next Sunday – Easter Sunday, April 12:  773-792-3077  or grom@archchicago.org. 
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Some important Liturgical and Sacramental information from the Cardinal: 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 While Confessions are not possible (not over the phone or “drive-thru”), we have this very 
important reminder from the Cardinal:  “in keeping with longstanding pastoral practice, 
when access to this sacrament is restricted, a penitent can be assured that their sins are 
forgiven if they make an act of contrition with a firm resolve to approach the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation after the stay-at-home order is lifted.” 
Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound… 

…is suspended to be consistent with the governor’s stay-at-home order. 
Anointing of the Sick is possible but only with “an abundance of caution”. 
 
Funerals and Cemetery Services 
 While our churches are closed, funeral Masses are not possible.  However, if a family 
requests a funeral, there are two options: 
[1]  A funeral service, not a Mass, may take place at a funeral home – 
       [a]  with a limit of ten people attending (inclusive of the funeral director, priest/deacon 
       and mourners) 
       [b]  all attendees must practice social distancing. 
[2]  A funeral service may take place at the cemetery before the burial service – 
       with the same     rules as above – [a] and [b]. 
 
Plenary Indulgence 
 The history and teachings of the Church regarding indulgences requires more than can be 
included here.  In brief, “indulgences refer to a repairing and healing of the damage 
inflicted by sin. Seeking an indulgence is a way of doing something spiritually and a way 
of praying for ourselves and for others.” 
 
Pope Francis has granted a plenary indulgence to everyone impacted by the coronavirus-crisis 
– especially for the sick and for “health care workers, first responders, family members and 
all those who, following the example of the Good Samaritan, exposing themselves to risk of 
contagion, care for the sick of Coronavirus according to the words of the divine Redeemer: 
‘Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends’ (John 15:13)” 
 
The conditions for a plenary indulgences to be granted:  with a spirit detached from any sin… 
…unite spiritually through the media to the celebration of Holy Mass, the recitation of the 
Holy Rosary, to the pious practice of the Way of the Cross or other forms of devotion; 
…or if at least recite the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and a pious invocation to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, offering this trial in a spirit of faith in God and charity toward one’s brothers 
and sisters; 
…have the will to fulfill the usual conditions (sacramental confession, Eucharistic 
communion and prayer according to the Holy Father’s intentions), as soon as possible, when 
the suspensions are lifted.                                                             5.

 



 

PARISH INFORMATION 
 
Administrator:  Fr. Gregory Rom                +Charles Schultz 
Weekend Associate: Fr. Ronald Stake 
Pastor Emeritus:  Fr. Gerald Rogala  
Deacons: Michael McManus and Steven Wagner 
Retired Deacon: Robert Cnota 
Church & School Development: Ms. Kathy Collins  
Religious Education: Mr. Ron Mazzoni 
Music:  Mr. Mark Wozniczka, Director 
Church:  6725 W. Devon Ave. Chicago, IL 60631  
Parish Office: 6333 N. Newcastle Ave. 
(773) 792-3077 ext. 209; FAX: (773) 792-3820  
E-mail: parish@saintthecla.org 
Administrative Assistant: Monika McGavin 
School:  6323 N. Newcastle Ave., Chicago, IL 60631  
(773) 763-3380 . Visit us on the web at: www.saintthecla.org  
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(773) 631-1240 
6754 N. Northwest Hwy 

www.suerth.com
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Funerals  

& CremationsComplete Heating & Cooling services for your Home & Business
“Honesty, Proficiency, Professionalism…in a timely fashion…at a fair price.”
We are the provider of HVAC services to St. Thecla Church and School

847-CONTROL (266-8765) | www.StevensonsAir.com

Quality Eye Care 
in Your Neighborhood

Dominick L. Opitz, OD, FAAO 
Optometrist

773.867.6165 
www.NorwoodParkEyeCenter.com

6107 N. Northwest Highway, Ste A, Chicago, Illinois 60631

Medicare, Vision, and Major Medical Insurances Accepted
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NUZZO SEWER & PLUMBING INC.
708-456-7300     Power Rodding     773-625-6280

All Sewer & Plumbing Repairs & Installation
Specializing in Flood Control • Correcting Low Water Pressure

Video Sewer & Locating Service

www.nuzzoplumbing.com
Lice. # 14636 Lic. # 055-024301

www.colonialfuneral.com

8025 W. Golf Road
Niles 

(847) 581-0536

6250 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago 

(773) 774-0366

773.763.1181
WWW.PASTADARTE.COM

6311 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago

Lunch 
Dinner

Private 
Events

Catering

DINO’S
PIZZA
7004 W. Higgins
773-763-4077

Family Owned & Operated  
Since 1968

Dine In • Carry Out 
Banquets • Catering

www.dinospizzachicago.com

      SKAJA TERRACE FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned Since 1926 • Pre-Need Arrangements & Cremations

7812 N. Milwaukee Ave., Niles • (847) 966-7302 
Mowimy Po Polsku 

www.skajafuneralhomes.com

Serving Your Community 
For Over 75 Years

SPECIAL DISCOUNT 
FOR PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

6000 N. Milwaukee   773.774.4100 
www.malecandsonsfh.com

Owned & Operated by SCI Illinois Services, LLC

Mowimy Po Polsku

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

FLOORING
All Floor Coverings

Carpet - Wood - Laminates - Ceramic - Vinyl
 6010 N. Northwest Hwy. 773-631-4193
 Chicago, IL 60631 www.oribrothersflooring.com

Servicing Businesses & Residents Of Cook, Dupage, Kane, 

Kendall, Lake, Mchenry & Will Counties

630.261.0400 | 773.626.5800 

#FloodBrothersDisposal

A Green Lifestyle Begins With The Irish

17 W 609 14th St • Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

FOR SOLID SMALL 
BUSINESS LENDING PROGRAMS 

Call Bruce Teresi  
US BANK Norwood Park,

773-594-2220

Donna Creighton 
Century 21 Affiliated Real Estate Broker 

Let me help with your real estate needs
dcreighton@21affiliated.com

773.332.2524
St. Thecla Parishioner 
and Eucharistic Minister 
for 25 years

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436



 
We pray for all those in nursing homes, homebound or who require extended care and those who care for them: 

 

Richard Bekielewski, Sr 
Alicja Brozyna 
Daniel Burke 
Ed Bywalec 
Jodi Chmiel 
Harriet Chudzynski 
Sharon Cinkowsky 
Eileen Cobb 
Kevin Connolly 
Mildred Cwiak 
Joseph Cwik 
Patricia Dooley 
Diane Dudek 
Gilfoy Family 
Fernando Gimenez 
Ann Gosciniak 
Gerald Halvey 
Jerome Hanley 
Beverly Herbig 

Frank Herbig 
Rick Hernandez 
Maria Kadlub 
Barbara Kelly 
Edward Kennedy 
Maria Kieca 
Beverly Kisiel 
Kathy Kreuser 
John LaValle 
Mary LaValle 
Joanna Lesna 
Rose Ligeza 
Walter Malinowski 
Marni Mensching 
Imleda Mizones 
Alice Mae Norton 
Isabel Tammeling 
Patricia O’Toole 
Stanley Podgorny 
 
 
 

Thomas Podgorny 
Virginia Rozmarynowski 
Helena Rumas 
Jennie Sekula 
Walter Smal 
George Stasinos 
Diana Strauss 
Aurelia Swiat 
Matthew Switski 
Janis Taylor 
John Vargo 
Helene Veder 
Cecilia Walega 
Christine Wasowski 
Rosemary Westfallen 
Barbara Wolff 
Julia Zeler 
E.J. Zbikowski 
Rose Zembal 
Barbara Zygmunt 

 
Prayer List, US Military 

 
We keep those who are serving in the military in our prayers. Please print the name of your loved one and 

drop it in the collection basket or return it to the Parish Office.  
Their names will remain on the list until you notify us of their return or if their rank changes. 

 

United States Marines: 
CPT. Philip E. Blais, 
2ndLt. Kevin Bowler, 
PFC Michael T. Brennan, 
Pvt. James Dinela, 
LCpl. Kyle Elmer, 
SSgt. Benjamin Juhasz, 
LCpl. Nathaniel J. Juncer, 
Lt. Col. Michael C. Mroszczak, 
PFC. Seth D. Perkins, 
LCpl. Jose Rivera, 
MSgt. Richard L. Sroka, 
2nd Lt. Zachary Henry, 
LCpl. Michael Panagas 
 

United States Army: 
MAJ. Terence W. Bacon, 
PFC. Adam Dunbar, 
SGT. Sean Doherty, 
SGT. Rachel Hall, 
MAJ. John Healy 
SGT. Robert Lach, 
CPT. Jared Lampe, 
WO. Steven Larmay, 
SPC. Thomas J. Lyons III, 
PFC. Raymond Rau, 
1LT. Michael Spiwak, 
SGT. Brian Pasterczyk 
 

United States Air Force: 
TSgt. Michael J. Archam, 
A1C Heather Bosh, 
A1C Shane Garrison, 
SSgt. Adam Krey, 
Maj. Peter A. Schroeder, 
MSgt. James E. Stay, 
SSgt. Sentara Stay, 
SSgt. Matt Tredwell, 
AIG. Keith Daniel Garrison, 
A1C. Andrew T. Perkins 
 

  


