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RENEW MY CHURCH 

Lord Jesus, You speak to us today, 
as You spoke to holy men and women who have gone before us. 
In every age and in our own time, You call to us and say: Renew My Church. 
Pour out the gift of Your Holy Spirit upon us, and so enable us 
to hear You clearly, to listen to each other attentively, 
to imagine our future boldly, to discern Your direction wisely, 
to persevere in Your holy will courageously, to stay together in charity, 
to surrender our own plans readily, to embrace the greater good, 
to hand on Your gifts to future generations. 
May we remain in the holy company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
the apostles and all the saints. 
May their example and presence inspire us with patient confidence 
in the work of Your grace. 
We ask this of You who live and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
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A variety of topics from Fr. Greg Rom – April 12, 2020 
 

An Easter Sunday that will go down in history! 
 

A Paschal Mystery Reflection:  
“Christ has died!  Christ is risen!  Christ will come again!” 

  I was remembering an experience that I had about 20 years ago. A woman, named Nina, had 
had a very challenging life. She was a faithful-every-Sunday parishioner, a helper with various 
Parish activities and fund-raisers, and a generous contributor. She was divorced (from a not so 
great husband). Her youngest son had committed suicide about a month before his high school 
graduation. Then, she was diagnosed with inoperable, terminal cancer. When she couldn’t 
come to Sunday Mass anymore, I would bring her Holy Communion on Sunday afternoons. 
One Sunday, she asked me to bring a missalette next time because she wanted to start 
planning the hymns and Bible Readings for her funeral. 
 

  Nina was only in her late 50’s.  In her last few years, she took up her cross and followed 
Jesus by demonstrating a patient cheerfulness and surrender. Nina totally and truly was uniting 
herself to the death of Jesus on the cross, and she totally and truly believed Jesus’ promise to 
raise us up on the last day. Nina believed in the words often prayed at a funeral Mass: 

“In death, life is changed not ended.” 
 

  Then, my mind was remembering when my sisters and brothers and I were gathered around 
my Mom’s bed at Lutheran General Hospital in 2001. When the doctor told my Mom and us 
that she had inoperable, terminal cancer, the first thing we asked was “how long?”. 
 

  Here we are on Easter Sunday 2020. Our last Sunday Mass was our Confirmation Mass on 
March 8. On Sunday, March 15, a few of us came to our church to pray privately. A few of us 
prayed at our “last” Stations of the Cross on the evening of Friday, March 20. Earlier that 
afternoon, we learned that the “stay at home plan” would begin the next day at 5:00pm.  
The rest is history – a history that has been difficult and distressing and will continue to be so. 
 

  For us in the St. Thecla Family (and the St. Cornelius Family), we have two “how longs”: 
one:  how long will this COVID-19 crisis last?  two:  how long until our “final, last Mass”? 
 

  We don’t have either answer right now (at least as I’m typing this on April 2). 
 

  Back to Nina, she did not know the day of her death – the day her life would change when 
Jesus would call her:  “Come to Me, Nina, and I will give you rest.”  Nina just accepted each 
day with calm patience and peace; she continued to prayerfully trust in the Lord. 
 

  I would suggest that the Paschal Mystery is both that “Christ has died.  Christ is risen. Christ 
will come again.” and “why”.  In the words of a hymn, “I don’t know why Jesus loved me. 
I don’t know why He cared. I don’t know why He sacrificed His life, but I’m so glad He did.” 
The Paschal Mystery invites us to focus, first, on showing that we care about the needs of 
others, and, second, on being thankful for the blessings that we have experienced. I pray that 
we can help each other to be Paschal Mystery people. Let us pray for each other. 
 
2. 



Many “Thank You’s”… 
…Thank You Very Much to all who are “mailing-in” or “dropping-off” or 
“electronically-sending” your contributions!  Because of your generosity, so far, we are 
able to take care of our expenses.  From what I recently heard, even though our March 
collections were about half of 2019, some parishes were experiencing even less.  (See below) 
 

…Thank You Very Much to the Polish School who continue to pay their rent even though 
they have not been able to have classes because all of our buildings are closed. 
 

…Thank You Very Much to our Women’s Council for their gift of $3,000 to help our 
Parish! 
 

A look at our March Sunday collections: 2019 2020 
in church – mailed-in – dropped-off ------- $23,880 $12,527 
online:  credit card & ACH ------------------   $8,898   $4,115 

$32,778 $16,642 (-$16,136) 
 
Distribution of our Sunday bulletin 

1- While we do have all of our Sunday bulletins on our website, many parishioners do not 
have internet access.  

2- We do not have an “approved”, careful, “germ-free” way to distribute paper-copies of 
the bulletin.  

3- We do not have a “system” for mailing our bulletins to everyone. (I have mailed a few 
to those who have asked.) 

4- I don’t want to suggest that parishioners “ignore the guidelines” about “social 
distancing” – for example, I don’t want to suggest “home delivery by hand”. 

5- I don’t know how to provide a “sanitary” place to pick-up a bulletin. (I have placed a 
few in a plastic bag hung on the door knob of the parish office door.) 

6- If you have internet access, maybe you could “print & share” some of the pages. 
                              (I know that the cover would use up a lot of colored-ink.) 

Ideas and suggestions are welcome. 
 

  All of the COVID-19 information that was in previous bulletins… 
…is now on our Parish website.  If you need it “on paper”, you can call the parish office or 
ask a friend who has internet access to print it for you. Below is just some of that information: 
 

1- NO Masses – NO School – NO Gym – NO meetings – Parish Office closed 
2- We do not know when we will “get back to the old normal”. 
3- As best as possible, we will keep our “website” and “phone announcement” updated. 

 

A summary of what’s on the website (that was in recent Sunday bulletins): 
a- Some possibilities for “watching” Mass…(Sundays & weekdays) 
b- Mass Intentions 
c- An Act of Spiritual Communion 
d- Daily Prayer Times 
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Communications: 
[1]  Voice mail will be checked as often as possible. 

Fr. Greg:  (773) 792-3077 ext. 201   –   Kathy Collins:  (312) 854-9288 
(Many times if not most, the Parish number is answered by Fr. Greg.) 

[2]  Emails: 
Fr. Greg:  grom@archchicago.org 
Monika is not able to work in the office because of the “shelter-in-place” rule, 
but she is checking her email:  parish@saintthecla.org   

 then, Monika can try to teach Fr. Greg how to do it. 
Kathy Collins:  studentdevelopment@saintthecla.org 

 
MANY need help (as you know)… 

…just 2 possibilities: 
[1]  St. Cornelius Food Pantry 
          If interested in donating food, 

one, the needs are canned meats, chili, spaghetti & meatballs, tuna, soups, 
canned fruit, peanut butter, rice, pasta, pasta sauce 

two, please communicate first to set-up a drop-off time with Fr. Dan Fallon: 
           dfstcorn@gmail.com   or   (773) 283-5222. 

If interested in volunteering your time, please also contact Fr. Dan. 
 

[2]  Catholic Charities 
You can donate at www.catholiccharities.net or 
  you can mail a check “to” Catholic Charities 

721 N. LaSalle 
Chicago, IL  60654-3503 

 

[3]  If there are ideas on “how” St. Thecla Parish can be of service: both “how to help” 
       and  “who will be the helpers”  and  “how to fund” the service, ideas are welcome. 
       It would be good if the ideas were “emailed” so that they could be forwarded to our 
       Parish Staff and Finance Council (if necessary). 
 
What’s being postponed? 
  As of typing this, a major Archdiocesan event – the Ordination of Priests – was postponed 
from May 16 to a date yet to be determined. 
  At St. Thecla (and many Parishes), our First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion 
for our Religious Education and School and Polish School children have been postponed to a 
date yet to be determined. 
  The Walk for a Cure Mother’s Day Walk on May 10 has been postponed. 
  As of typing this on April 2, there is much uncertainty-to-doubtfulness about all events in 
May.  Events in June are also not certain.  Some states have already canceled the remainder of 
their School Years. 
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Some important Liturgical and Sacramental information from the Cardinal: 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
  While Confessions are not possible (not over the phone or “drive-thru”), we have this very 
important reminder from the Cardinal:  “in keeping with longstanding pastoral practice, 
when access to this sacrament is restricted, a penitent can be assured that their sins are 
forgiven if they make an act of contrition with a firm resolve to approach the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation after the stay-at-home order is lifted.” 
 
Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound… 

…is suspended to be consistent with the governor’s stay-at-home order. 
 
Anointing of the Sick is possible but only with “an abundance of caution”. 
 
Funerals and Cemetery Services 
  While our churches are closed, funeral Masses are not possible.  However, if a family 
requests a funeral, there are two options: 
[1]  A funeral service, not a Mass, may take place at a funeral home – 

 [a] with a limit of ten people attending (inclusive of the funeral director, priest/deacon  
       and  mourners) 

       [b]  all attendees must practice social distancing. 
[2]  A funeral service may take place at the cemetery before the burial service – 
       with the same rules as above – [a] and [b]. 
 
Plenary Indulgence 
  The history and teachings of the Church regarding indulgences requires more than can be 
included here.  In brief, “indulgences refer to a repairing and healing of the damage 
inflicted by sin.  Seeking an indulgence is a way of doing something spiritually and a way 
of praying for ourselves and for others.” 
 

  Pope Francis has granted a plenary indulgence to everyone impacted by the 
coronavirus-crisis – especially for the sick and for “health care workers, first responders, 
family members and all those who, following the example of the Good Samaritan, exposing 
themselves to risk of contagion, care for the sick of Coronavirus according to the words of the 
divine Redeemer: ‘Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends’ 
(John 15:13)” 
 

  The conditions for a plenary indulgences to be granted:  with a spirit detached from any 
sin… 
…unite spiritually through the media to the celebration of Holy Mass, the recitation of the 
     Holy Rosary, to the pious practice of the Way of the Cross or other forms of devotion; 
…or if at least recite the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and a pious invocation to the Blessed Virgin 
     Mary, offering this trial in a spirit of faith in God and charity toward one’s brothers and 
     sisters; 
…have the will to fulfill the usual conditions (sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion 
     and prayer according to the Holy Father’s intentions), as soon as possible, when the 
suspensions are lifted   5. 



PARISH  INFORMATION 
 
Administrator:  Fr. Gregory Rom + In  memory of loved ones 
Weekend Associate: Fr. Ronald Stake 
Pastor Emeritus:  Fr. Gerald Rogala  
Deacons: Michael McManus and Steven Wagner 
Retired Deacon: Robert Cnota 
Church & School Development: Ms. Kathy Collins  
Religious Education: Mr. Ron Mazzoni 
Music:  Mr. Mark Wozniczka, Director  
Administrative Assistant:  Monika McGavin 
Church:  6725 W. Devon Ave. Chicago, IL 60631 
Parish Office: 6333 N. Newcastle Ave.  
(773) 792-3077 ext. 209; FAX: (773) 792-3820  
E-mail : parish@saintthecla.org  
School:  6323 N. Newcastle Ave., Chicago, IL 60631  
(773) 763-3380; Visit us on the web at: www.saintthecla.org  
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Dennis Krawzak 
 Donald Krawzak 
Peter Heneghan 

Nancy Haran 

(773) 631-1240 
6754 N. Northwest Hwy 

www.suerth.com

Suerth 
Funerals  

& CremationsComplete Heating & Cooling services for your Home & Business
“Honesty, Proficiency, Professionalism…in a timely fashion…at a fair price.”
We are the provider of HVAC services to St. Thecla Church and School

847-CONTROL (266-8765) | www.StevensonsAir.com

Quality Eye Care 
in Your Neighborhood

Dominick L. Opitz, OD, FAAO 
Optometrist

773.867.6165 
www.NorwoodParkEyeCenter.com

6107 N. Northwest Highway, Ste A, Chicago, Illinois 60631

Medicare, Vision, and Major Medical Insurances Accepted
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NUZZO SEWER & PLUMBING INC.
708-456-7300     Power Rodding     773-625-6280

All Sewer & Plumbing Repairs & Installation
Specializing in Flood Control • Correcting Low Water Pressure

Video Sewer & Locating Service

www.nuzzoplumbing.com
Lice. # 14636 Lic. # 055-024301

www.colonialfuneral.com

8025 W. Golf Road
Niles 

(847) 581-0536

6250 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago 

(773) 774-0366

773.763.1181
WWW.PASTADARTE.COM

6311 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago

Lunch 
Dinner

Private 
Events

Catering

DINO’SDINO’S
PIZZAPIZZA
7004 W. Higgins
773-763-4077

Family Owned & Operated  
Since 1968

Dine In • Carry Out 
Banquets • Catering

www.dinospizzachicago.com

      SKAJA TERRACE FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned Since 1926 • Pre-Need Arrangements & Cremations

7812 N. Milwaukee Ave., Niles • (847) 966-7302 
Mowimy Po Polsku 

www.skajafuneralhomes.com

Serving Your Community 
For Over 75 Years

SPECIAL DISCOUNT 
FOR PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

6000 N. Milwaukee   773.774.4100 
www.malecandsonsfh.com

Owned & Operated by SCI Illinois Services, LLC

Mowimy Po Polsku

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

FLOORING
All Floor Coverings

Carpet - Wood - Laminates - Ceramic - Vinyl
 6010 N. Northwest Hwy. 773-631-4193
 Chicago, IL 60631 www.oribrothersflooring.com

Servicing Businesses & Residents Of Cook, Dupage, Kane, 

Kendall, Lake, Mchenry & Will Counties

630.261.0400 | 773.626.5800 

#FloodBrothersDisposal

A Green Lifestyle Begins With The Irish

17 W 609 14th St • Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

FOR SOLID SMALL 
BUSINESS LENDING PROGRAMS 

Call Bruce Teresi  
US BANK Norwood Park,

773-594-2220

Donna Creighton 
Century 21 Affiliated Real Estate Broker 

Let me help with your real estate needs
dcreighton@21affiliated.com

773.332.2524
St. Thecla Parishioner 
and Eucharistic Minister 
for 25 years



               Easter Blessings to all the St. Thecla Families!            
 

We pray for all those in nursing homes, homebound or who require extended care and those who care for them: 
 
 

Richard Bekielewski, Sr 
Alicja Brozyna 
Daniel Burke 
Ed Bywalec 
Jodi Chmiel 
Harriet Chudzynski 
Sharon Cinkowsky 
Eileen Cobb 
Kevin Connolly 
Mildred Cwiak 
Joseph Cwik 
Patricia Dooley 
Diane Dudek 
Gilfoy Family 
Fernando Gimenez 
Ann Gosciniak 
Gerald Halvey 
Jerome Hanley 
Beverly Herbig 

Frank Herbig 
Rick Hernandez 
Maria Kadlub 
Barbara Kelly 
Edward Kennedy 
Maria Kieca 
Beverly Kisiel 
Kathy Kreuser 
John LaValle 
Mary LaValle 
Joanna Lesna 
Rose Ligeza 
Walter Malinowski 
Marni Mensching 
Imleda Mizones 
Alice Mae Norton 
Isabel Tammeling 
Patricia O’Toole 
Stanley Podgorny 
 

Thomas Podgorny 
Virginia Rozmarynowski 
Helena Rumas 
Jennie Sekula 
Walter Smal 
George Stasinos 
Diana Strauss 
Aurelia Swiat 
Matthew Switski 
Janis Taylor 
John Vargo 
Helene Veder 
Cecilia Walega 
Christine Wasowski 
Rosemary Westfallen 
Barbara Wolff 
Julia Zeler 
E.J. Zbikowski 
Rose Zembal 
Barbara Zygmunt 
 

 
Prayer List, US Military 

 
We keep those who are serving in the military in our prayers. Please print the name of your loved one and 

drop it in the collection basket or return it to the Parish Office.  
Their names will remain on the list until you notify us of their return or if their rank changes. 

United States Marines: 
CPT. Philip E. Blais, 
2ndLt. Kevin Bowler, 
PFC Michael T. Brennan, 
Pvt. James Dinela, 
LCpl. Kyle Elmer, 
SSgt. Benjamin Juhasz, 
LCpl. Nathaniel J. Juncer, 
Lt. Col. Michael C. Mroszczak, 
PFC. Seth D. Perkins, 
LCpl. Jose Rivera, 
MSgt. Richard L. Sroka, 
2nd Lt. Zachary Henry, 
LCpl. Michael Panagas 

United States Army: 
MAJ. Terence W. Bacon, 
PFC. Adam Dunbar, 
SGT. Sean Doherty, 
SGT. Rachel Hall, 
MAJ. John Healy 
SGT. Robert Lach, 
CPT. Jared Lampe, 
WO. Steven Larmay, 
SPC. Thomas J. Lyons III, 
PFC. Raymond Rau, 
1LT. Michael Spiwak, 
SGT. Brian Pasterczyk 

United States Air Force: 
TSgt. Michael J. Archam, 
A1C Heather Bosh, 
A1C Shane Garrison, 
SSgt. Adam Krey, 
Maj. Peter A. Schroeder, 
MSgt. James E. Stay, 
SSgt. Sentara Stay, 
SSgt. Matt Tredwell, 
AIG. Keith Daniel Garrison, 
A1C. Andrew T. Perkins 

 
 

  


