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RENEW MY CHURCH 

Lord Jesus, You speak to us today,  
as You spoke to holy men and women who have gone before us. 
In every age and in our own time, You call to us and say: Renew My Church. 
Pour out the gift of Your Holy Spirit upon us, and so enable us  
to hear You clearly, to listen to each other attentively,  
to imagine our future boldly, to discern Your direction wisely,  
to persevere in Your holy will courageously, to stay together in charity, 
to surrender our own plans readily, to embrace the greater good, 
to hand on Your gifts to future generations. 
May we remain in the holy company of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  
the apostles and all the saints. 
May their example and presence inspire us with patient confidence  
in the work of Your grace. 
We ask this of You who live and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

6725 W. Devon Avenue Chicago, IL 60631 773-792-3077 

 



Fifth Sunday of Easter – May 10, 2020 
 

  Today’s First Reading describes the institution of the Diaconate. Thanks for their ministry  
to our Parish go to our Deacon Couples:  Retired Deacon Bob & Kathy Cnota (35 yrs.), 
Deacon Steve & Marialice Wagner (13 yrs.), and Deacon Mike & Helen McManus (8 yrs.). 
 

  The “serve at table” origins of the Diaconate also helps us to think about Mother’s Day and 
Moms who serve their families in many ways. 66 years ago this coming September, I started 
First Grade. My Mom sent her first child to school with 3 & 2 & 1 year olds to keep her busy  
at home plus another child would be born that month (with 3 more in future years). I’m not 
trying to honor my Mom above other Moms. I just want to put in writing: I failed to appreciate 
my Mom as much as she deserved. Without her encouragement and guidance, I wouldn’t have 
been ordained a priest; I wouldn’t have memorized the Latin prayers to be an altar server. 
 

  I had heard of a woman who had described that her mission as a mother was: “a willingness 
to be inconvenienced”. Thanks be to God for mothers, grandmothers, Godmothers and all 
women who have helped us by their willingness to be inconvenienced for our benefit. 
 

  It’s sad that this 2020 Mother’s Day celebrations will have to be so limited. If you wish, you 
can use this prayer from the Book of Blessings (which you can adapt): 
“Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children, 
  so You watch over Your Church. 
  Bless these women, that they may be strengthened as Christian mothers. 
  Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. 
  Grant that we, their daughters and sons, may honor them always 
  with a spirit of profound respect. 
  Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

  Not everyone is called to be a mother or a deacon, however, by our Baptism we are called  
to be members of the Church Family – also, called the Body of Christ.  In today’s Gospel, 
 Jesus taught: “whoever believes in Me will do the works that I do, and will do greater ones 
than these.”  No human being can be “greater than” Jesus, our Lord and our God.  
We understand “greater works” to mean in more places than where Jesus traveled and for more 
time than the “3 years” of Jesus’ Public Life and, thus, helping more people over the nearly 
2,000 years of the Church. That understanding reminded me of a hymn based on a lesson of  
St. Teresa of Jesus, the great Carmelite mystic (1515-1582) – the music and the adaptation of 
her words by Steven C. Warner [© 2003, World Library Publications]: 

“Jesus has no body now but yours, no hands but yours. 
Here on earth yours is the work, to serve with the joy of compassion. 

…Through ev’ry gift, give back to those in need: 
As Christ has blessed, so now be His blessing…” 

 

  Thanks be to God for all blessings of compassion by mothers, by deacons and their wives, by 
all of our various first-responders and by nurses & doctors & all who work in hospitals & 
nursing homes.  Blessings upon them and upon our mail & package deliver-ers, all who work in 
our stores, on our streets & highways. May all of us be the hands & voice of Jesus for others. 
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Some  reminders of what can be found on our website and in past bulletins: 
1- Information about: 

a- Sacrament of Reconciliation (since not possible now) 
b- Holy Communion of the Sick and Homebound ( not possible now) 
c- Anointing of the Sick (is possible) 
d- Funerals and Cemetery Services (are possible) 
e- Plenary Indulgence 
f- some possibilities for “watching” Mass on Sundays & weekdays 
g- An Act of Spiritual Communion 

2- Thank You Very Much to all who are “mailing-in” or “dropping-off” or 
“electronically-sending” their contributions!  (Paydays are still happening, and we are still getting 
and paying our bills.) 

3- Communications: 
a- Fr. Greg:  (773) 792-3077 ext. 201;  email: grom@archchicago.org 
b- Kathy Collins:  (312) 854-9288;  email:  studentdevelopment@saintthecla.org 
c- Monica McGavin:  parish@saintthecla.org 

4- MANY need help…just 2 possibilities: 
a- St. Cornelius Food Pantry  – the most needed food donations:  canned meats (e.g. spaghetti & 

meatballs, chili), tuna, soups, canned fruit, peanut butter, rice, pasta, pasta sauce.  To arrange a 
drop-off, please contact Fr. Dan Fallon:  dfstcorn@gmail.com  or  (773) 283-5222.  You can also 
check with Fr. Dan about volunteering.  (Fr. Greg could deliver your donations; please call first.) 

b- Catholic Charities – You can donate at www.catholiccharities.net or checks to  “Catholic 
Charities” can be mailed to Catholic Charities, 721 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 60654-3503. 

5- Other helpful websites:  www.archchicago.org  –  www.stcornelius.org  –  www.sttars.org 
 
WHEN can we come back to church? 
  As you know from the news, the re-opening of houses of prayer & worship may be coming 
soon. As I type this, I am understanding that we may know more by this weekend.  I just don’t 
know now what the plan will be.  As the saying goes:  “stay tuned!”  We have been informed 
that, at first, we will have a “new normal”:  only ten at a time, social distancing, face masks, 
(gloves?), “sanitizing times” in-between “one group of ten” and “the next group of ten”. 
 

Annual Catholic Charities Appeal – POSTPONED to Sunday, August 30 
  Also, the Good Friday Holy Land appeal has been postponed to Sunday, October 4.  More 
information about these and other annual appeals will be forthcoming.  If you do contribute to 
Catholic Charities through our Parish now, a Parish check will be sent to Catholic Charities. 

 

There will be a plan for the “Memorial Paver Bricks”, and NO deadline announced. 
  We will have a professional brick-layer to carefully remove the paver-bricks.  Then, the front 
walkway will be replaced with concrete.  Our plan (with minimal paperwork) will be 
announced soon.  (The paperwork will help us to record who picked-up the memorial 
paver-brick.) 
  We have not heard of any “deadline” or “closure date”.  The February 9 bulletin had reported 
that the pastor of St. Ephrem Chaldean Catholic Church (2537 W. Bryn Mawr) had 
expressed interest in our church.  3 days before the COVID-19 crisis “stay-at-home” rule 
started, another Church visited and also was very interested.  The almost 2 months since then 
have been very busy with all of the changes we have experienced.  No further interest has been 
communicated to me since then.  The other Church is Philadelphia Romanian Church of 
God (1713 W. Sunnyside).  As I receive more information, I will share it with you.  
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READING FOR THE WEEK  OF MAY 10, 2020 OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 10, 2020 
 

Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12   
Monday:  Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115/Jn 14:21-26 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145/Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122/Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113/Jn 15:9-17 
Friday:  Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57/Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100/Jn 15:18-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66/1 Pt 
3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 

Sunday:  5th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day 
Tuesday: Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs;  
                 St. Pancras, Martyr  
Wednesday: Our Lady of Fatima 
Thursday: St. Matthias, Apostle 
Friday: St. Isidore 
Saturday: Armed Forces Day 
Next Sunday:  6th Sunday of Easter 
 

  

 a lesson from St. Pope John XXIII (1881-1963) 
 

The Purpose of Life 
   “We are on earth as wayfarers and pilgrims: there is a law and a destiny that controls our steps, 
according to the time, place and circumstances of our lives. 
  “The end of our life is not here, but lies beyond the shores of the material world, stretching out to 
eternity; and eternity is the living substance of retribution, joyful or unhappy, according to the success or 
failure of our life and pilgrimage. 
   “The practices of the religion which Jesus taught us are lit by the radiance from our heavenly homeland 
for which we were born, and to which our souls feel drawn.  So these practices are intended and ordered 
for the good of our souls. 
   “The conditions of our life here, as it has evolved during the centuries, give rise also to anxieties of a 
material nature, for body and soul are intimately bound up together. But true religion is not directly 
concerned with our bodily enjoyments, except in order to control them and regulate their temperate use, 
so that material possessions may not be prejudicial to the truest and most sublime interests of human life.” 

 

Prayer During A Health Crisis 
Compassionate and Loving Father, 
In the face of confusion and concern  
impart to us the calm of your presence. 
In You allow us to find hope and healing. 
Be with those who serve the sick  
and give them Your caring hands. 
Be with those who lead and  
give them Your Spirit of wisdom. 
Be with those who have fallen ill  
and give them Your comforting heart. 
Wrap your arms around our world  
and hold us in your love.  
Allow us at this time of trial to then  
serve as instruments of that love to all we meet. 
We ask this in Your Name. Amen. 

➢ Here is some possibly helpful 
information on how to cope with 
pandemia. Please check the links.   

 
 www.chausa.org/prayers 
 www.nytimes.com/programs/well-challenge 
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Happy Mother’s Day! 
  

Faith of Our Mothers, Living Yet 
 

Faith of our Mothers, living yet 
In cradle song and bedtime prayer, 
In nursery love and fireside love, 

Thy presence still pervades the air: 
Faith of our Mothers, living faith, 
We will be true to thee till death. 

 

Faith of our Mothers, lavish faith, 
The fount of childhood’s trust and grace, 

O, may thy consecration prove 
The well-spring of a nobler race: 
Faith of our Mothers, lavish faith, 
We will be true to thee till death. 

 

Faith of our Mothers, guiding faith, 
For youthful longing – youthful doubt, 
How blurred our vision, blind our way, 

Thy providential care without: 
Faith of our Mothers, guiding faith, 

We will be true to thee till death. 
 

Faith of our Mothers, Christian faith, 
In truth beyond our man-made creeds, 

Still serve the home and save the church, 
And breathe thy spirit through our deeds: 

Faith of our Mothers, Christian faith, 
We will be true to thee till death. 
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PARISH  INFORMATION 
 
Administrator:  Fr. Gregory Rom  +In a memory of loved ones 
Weekend Associate: Fr. Ronald Stake 
Pastor Emeritus:  Fr. Gerald Rogala  
Deacons: Michael McManus and Steven Wagner 
Retired Deacon: Robert Cnota 
Church & School Development: Ms. Kathy Collins  
Religious Education: Mr. Ron Mazzoni                                                               Thank you for your  
Music:  Mr. Mark Wozniczka, Director  
Administrative Assistant:  Monika McGavin 
Church:  6725 W. Devon Ave. Chicago, IL 60631 
Parish Office: 6333 N. Newcastle Ave.  
(773) 792-3077 ext. 209; fax: (773) 792-3820  
E-mail : parish@saintthecla.org  
School:  6323 N. Newcastle Ave., Chicago, IL 60631 (773) 763-3380 
Visit us on the web at: www.saintthecla.org  
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Dennis Krawzak 
 Donald Krawzak 
Peter Heneghan 

Nancy Haran 

(773) 631-1240 
6754 N. Northwest Hwy 

www.suerth.com

Suerth 
Funerals  

& Cremations Complete Heating & Cooling services for your Home & Business
“Honesty, Proficiency, Professionalism…in a timely fashion…at a fair price.”
We are the provider of HVAC services to St. Thecla Church and School

847-CONTROL (266-8765) | www.StevensonsAir.com

Quality Eye Care 
in Your Neighborhood

Dominick L. Opitz, OD, FAAO 
Optometrist

773.867.6165 
www.NorwoodParkEyeCenter.com

6107 N. Northwest Highway, Ste A, Chicago, Illinois 60631

Medicare, Vision, and Major Medical Insurances Accepted
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NUZZO SEWER & PLUMBING INC.
708-456-7300     Power Rodding     773-625-6280

All Sewer & Plumbing Repairs & Installation
Specializing in Flood Control • Correcting Low Water Pressure

Video Sewer & Locating Service

www.nuzzoplumbing.com
Lice. # 14636 Lic. # 055-024301

www.colonialfuneral.com

8025 W. Golf Road
Niles 

(847) 581-0536

6250 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago 

(773) 774-0366

773.763.1181
WWW.PASTADARTE.COM

6311 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago

Lunch 
Dinner

Private 
Events

Catering

DINO’SDINO’S
PIZZAPIZZA
7004 W. Higgins
773-763-4077

Family Owned & Operated  
Since 1968

Dine In • Carry Out 
Banquets • Catering

www.dinospizzachicago.com

      SKAJA TERRACE FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned Since 1926 • Pre-Need Arrangements & Cremations

7812 N. Milwaukee Ave., Niles • (847) 966-7302 
Mowimy Po Polsku 

www.skajafuneralhomes.com

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

FLOORING
All Floor Coverings

Carpet - Wood - Laminates - Ceramic - Vinyl
 6010 N. Northwest Hwy. 773-631-4193
 Chicago, IL 60631 www.oribrothersflooring.com

Servicing Businesses & Residents Of Cook, Dupage, Kane, 

Kendall, Lake, Mchenry & Will Counties

630.261.0400 | 773.626.5800 

#FloodBrothersDisposal

A Green Lifestyle Begins With The Irish

17 W 609 14th St • Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

FOR SOLID SMALL 
BUSINESS LENDING PROGRAMS 

Call Bruce Teresi  
US BANK Norwood Park,

773-594-2220

Donna Creighton 
Century 21 Affiliated Real Estate Broker 

Let me help with your real estate needs
dcreighton@21affiliated.com

773.332.2524
St. Thecla Parishioner 
and Eucharistic Minister 
for 25 years

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436



We pray for all those in nursing homes, homebound or who require extended care and those who care for them: 
 
 

Richard Bekielewski, Sr 
Alicja Brozyna 
Daniel Burke 
Ed Bywalec 
Jodi Chmiel 
Harriet Chudzynski 
Sharon Cinkowsky 
Eileen Cobb 
Kevin Connolly 
Mildred Cwiak 
Joseph Cwik 
Patricia Dooley 
Diane Dudek 
Gilfoy Family 
Fernando Gimenez 
Ann Gosciniak 
Terry Glowienke 
Gerald Halvey 
Jerome Hanley 
Beverly Herbig 

Frank Herbig 
Rick Hernandez 
Maria Kadlub 
Barbara Kelly 
Edward Kennedy 
Maria Kieca 
Beverly Kisiel 
Kathy Kreuser 
John LaValle 
Mary LaValle 
Joanna Lesna 
Rose Ligeza 
Walter Malinowski 
Marni Mensching 
Imleda Mizones 
Alice Mae Norton 
Isabela Tammeling 
Patricia O’Toole 
Stanley Podgorny 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas Podgorny 
Virginia Rozmarynowski 
Helena Rumas 
Jennie Sekula 
Walter Smal 
George Stasinos 
Diana Strauss 
Aurelia Swiat 
Matthew Switski 
Janis Taylor 
John Vargo 
Helene Veder 
Cecilia Walega 
Christine Wasowski 
Rosemary Westfallen 
Barbara Wolff 
Julia Zeler 
E.J. Zbikowski 
Rose Zembal 
Barbara Zygmunt 
 

 
Prayer List, US Military 

 
We keep those who are serving in the military in our prayers.  

Please print the name of your loved one and mail or email  to parish@saintthecla.org 
 Their names will remain on the list until you notify us of their return or if their rank changes. 

 

United States Marines: 
CPT. Philip E. Blais, 
2ndLt. Kevin Bowler, 
PFC Michael T. Brennan, 
Pvt. James Dinela, 
LCpl. Kyle Elmer, 
SSgt. Benjamin Juhasz, 
LCpl. Nathaniel J. Juncer, 
Lt. Col. Michael C. Mroszczak, 
PFC. Seth D. Perkins, 
LCpl. Jose Rivera, 
MSgt. Richard L. Sroka, 
2nd Lt. Zachary Henry, 
LCpl. Michael Panagas 

United States Army: 
MAJ. Terence W. Bacon, 
PFC. Adam Dunbar, 
SGT. Sean Doherty, 
SGT. Rachel Hall, 
MAJ. John Healy 
SGT. Robert Lach, 
CPT. Jared Lampe, 
WO. Steven Larmay, 
SPC. Thomas J. Lyons III, 
PFC. Raymond Rau, 
1LT. Michael Spiwak, 
SGT. Brian Pasterczyk 

United States Air Force: 
 
TSgt. Michael J. Archam, 
A1C Heather Bosh, 
A1C Shane Garrison, 
SSgt. Adam Krey, 
Maj. Peter A. Schroeder, 
MSgt. James E. Stay, 
SSgt. Sentara Stay, 
SSgt. Matt Tredwell, 
AIG. Keith Daniel Garrison, 
A1C. Andrew T. Perkins 

 
  


