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MAY 17TH, 2020 

 
RENEW MY CHURCH 

Lord Jesus, You speak to us today,  
as You spoke to holy men and women who have gone before us. 
In every age and in our own time, You call to us and say: Renew My Church. 
Pour out the gift of Your Holy Spirit upon us, and so enable us  
to hear You clearly, to listen to each other attentively,  
to imagine our future boldly, to discern Your direction wisely,  
to persevere in Your holy will courageously, to stay together in charity, 
to surrender our own plans readily, to embrace the greater good, 
to hand on Your gifts to future generations. 
May we remain in the holy company of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  
the apostles and all the saints. 
May their example and presence inspire us with patient confidence  
in the work of Your grace. 
We ask this of You who live and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter – May 17, 2020 

 

  As usual, many important lessons from today’s Bible readings.  I appreciate that Monika 
continues to “do” our Sunday bulletins (for the last 2 months, from home) – including the listing 
of the week’s Bible readings.  I encourage daily Bible reading and reflection. 
 

  One thought from the First Reading, the apostles laying hands on the newly Baptized and the 
reception of the Holy Spirit:  our last Sunday Mass was on March 8 when Bishop Joseph Perry 
laid hands on our Confirmandi and anointed them to receive the Holy Spirit.  (I have not 
forgotten about Aidan and Isabela were unable to receive Confirmation that day.)  This also 
connects with today’s Gospel:  Jesus’ Promise of the Spirit of truth.  Truthfully reflecting upon 
our Confirmation, when we renew our Baptismal Promises, is very important. 
 

  In the Gospel, Jesus also taught about observing His commandment of love. Being a loving 
person and the “laying of hands” got me thinking about various gestures of love:  laying a hand 
on a child’s head, a pat on the back, handshakes, embraces and hugs.  What brought that thought 
to me was an email from a nurse that I know.  Last January, when she was 17 weeks pregnant 
with her first child, her baby girl was born prematurely and died. I remember when I first met her 
and her husband.  When I walked into the room, she stood up and hugged me and cried. 
Anyway, in her most recent email, she wrote:  “One of the biggest things that speaks ten thousand 
words of comfort and love are hugs.” Regarding our current COVID-19 situation and the rules 
about funerals, she continued:  “I can’t imagine those who have lost a loved one and can’t even 
get all those hugs…I miss hugging my family and friends like normal.” (She and her husband are 
both nurses. Nurses and everyone who works in hospitals, nursing homes and other healthcare 
locations – also, our paramedics, EMTs, and all first responders – really deserve lots of hugs and 
our prayers and our appreciation.) 
 

  Anyway, for a while, I was remembering (and treasuring) memories of hugging. I won’t take 
you through all of my memories for which I am very thankful – whether at funerals or weddings 
or just an ordinary day.  Then, I was doing a little Bible study and came across the verse from the 
familiar third chapter of the Book of Ecclesiastes, verse 5:  “a time to embrace, and a time to 
be far from embraces”. I’m not a Bible scholar, but I’m guessing that the Bible-writer was not 
thinking to be “far from embraces” during pandemics.  As I write this, I have been at four 
funerals and cemetery services. (None were from COVID-19 deaths.)  It is very different now for 
the mourning families and for the funeral home staff and for the cemetery workers. More for 
whom to pray. 
 

  Even with the restrictions on embraces and hugs and all gestures of love and affection, we can 
still observe Jesus’ commandment of love in many ways:  phone calls, cards & letters, emails & 
texts.  (I don’t know how to do that on Facebook, Youtube & other electronic stuff.) We can still 
be “instruments of peace” in a variety of ways. Also, another lesson from the St. Francis prayer is 
important to practice:  “it is in giving that we receive.” 
 

   There’s a lot that we can’t do right now. With a mask on, we can’t even smile at others. We can 
still give kind words – whether in our speaking or in our writing. Whether we receive any 
immediate appreciation or not, we will receive the gift of the loving embrace of Jesus. 
2. 



 
A comment on last Sunday’s bulletin “cover art” 
  Jesus did not place a piece of the consecrated “broken bread” on the tongues of the Apostles at 
the Last Supper.  “Communion-on-the-tongue” did not start until about 800 years later.  While, in 
our own time, receiving the Body of Christ either “in the hand” or “on the tongue” has been the 
custom, it is possible that only “in the hand” will be the rule when we are able to come back to 
Mass in the church.  Both receiving the host “on the tongue” and receiving the Blood of Christ 
from the chalice are possibilities to pass germs to others. Questions are welcome. 
 
WHEN can we come back to church? – Part 2 
  The re-opening of houses of prayer & worship may slowly begin later this month. Before any 
Mass will be celebrated, “small” group prayer services may be scheduled first. There will be 
required training guidelines for priests, deacons, liturgical ministers & parish leaders.  
As mentioned before, this will be a “new normal”:  at first, only ten at a time, social distancing, 
face masks, (gloves?), “sanitizing times” in-between “one group of ten” and “the next group of 
ten”. Much patience will be required by all. 
  As we know from the news and as with any challenging situation, the COVID-19 restrictions 
have brought the best out in many people.  Sadly, the worst has come out in others.  I know that 
many songs have taken on new meanings over the last 2+ months. The message of a popular 1990 
song is always timely:  “God is watching us from a distance.” 
 
FYI on how to donate food to the St. Cornelius Food Pantry…a little closer… 
…a drop-box in the St. Tarcissus Convent yard – 6035 W. Ardmore (across from their school) 

 
Weather permitting, the “Memorial Paver Bricks” project started yesterday. 
  A professional brick-layer carefully removed the paver-bricks.  The front walkway will be 
replaced with concrete. The “pick-up” plan (with minimal paperwork) will be announced soon. 
(The paperwork will help us to record who picked-up the memorial paver-brick.) 
 
A lesson from Blessed Basil Moreau, Founder of the Holy Cross Priests and Brothers… 

…during the 1849 cholera epidemic in LeMans, France: 
“Prayer is like a health zone which we must set up around our homes and schools.  Moreover, it 
can heal souls.  It is this spirit of prayer which gives me confidence that…[we are] under the 
protection of Divine Providence.  Put your confidence in prayer, therefore, but at the same time, 
do not neglect the precautions recommended by doctors and other officials.” 

(from one of our parishioners who received it from the Holy Cross Congregation Provincial Superior) 
 

Websites 
  First of all, Great Thanks to Ted Sullivan, who voluntarily, is our “Web-Master”! 
  Secondly, a thought:  those “who have internet access” may be able to “print” some online 
information for those “who don’t have internet access” as a “loving gesture”. 
  Lastly, www.archchicago.org/coronavirus has lots of information. 
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UNIFICATION COMMITTEE 
 
 The Unification Committee is hard at work. It is made up of members from all three parishes. 
The committee is divided into three sub-committees. Below you can see their names, membership, 
and what they have been working on. 
 
The Mass Schedule Committee 
This committee consists of Bill O'Hara and Chris McCarthy from St. Thecla, Heather Pientka and 
Sandy Gonzalez from St. Cornelius and Tom Rahlfs from St. Tars.  The purpose of this committee  
is to help coordinate "last" Masses for all three of the parishes as well as considering a unification 
Mass.  Given the current Covid situation the planning must be fluid.  Also, this group is helping  
plan the future weekday and Sunday Mass schedule which will include a Spanish Mass at 1pm  
on Sundays. We will try to get more feedback from all of you about the potential Mass times  
in the future. The members from this subcommittee will transition in time to other needed groups 
once these tasks are completed." 
 
The Facilities Committee 
The Facilities Subcommittee consists of Shannon Nelson and Jeff Malarski (St. Thecla Parish),  
Pete Cullen-Conway and Tim Jacobs (St. Cornelius Parish) and Evan Lutomski and Darlene Duggan 
(St. Tarcissus Parish). This group is tasked with cataloging the various non-liturgical ministries of 
each parish, suggesting unifying groups when appropriate, and introducing the ministries to all the 
parishioners of St. Elizabeth. From there, the group will also assist with inventorying consolidated 
parish assets keeping in mind the needs of each of the ministries. Ministry leaders--please be at the 
ready for one of the committee members to be reaching out to gather details about your ministry. 
 
The Communication Committee 
The Communications Subcommittee members are Larissa Boyle from St. Thecla, Cathy Lennon  
and Peggy Bradley from St. Cornelius, and Christa Soeding, Colleen Stieve, and Tim O’Leary  
from St. Tars.  Our mission is to create a unity prayer that will become our common prayer used 
during our Masses.  Look for updates on how you can receive a copy and begin to incorporate the 
prayer into your family prayers.  The subcommittee is also responsible for providing timely and 
informative updates on the progress of our unification efforts, and finding creative ways to keep us 
connected not only during the transition, but into the future.  We are assisting in the launch of the 
new St. Elizabeth of the Trinity website, and in finding effective ways to ensure that parishioners 
who do not have easy access to the internet can also be kept informed, especially during the 
quarantine.  We would love to hear your questions and suggestions. Feel free to reach out to any 
member of the Unification Committee, or Peggy Bradley at pabradley1@comcast.net or 
312-877-0755. 
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We pray for all those in nursing homes, homebound or who require extended care and those who care for them:
 
 
Richard 
Bekielewski, Sr 
Alicja Brozyna 
Daniel Burke 
Ed Bywalec 
Jodi Chmiel 
Harriet 
Chudzynski 
Sharon 
Cinkowsky 
Eileen Cobb 
Kevin Connolly 
Mildred Cwiak 
Joseph Cwik 
 
 

Patricia Dooley 
Diane Dudek 
Gilfoy Family 
Fernando Gimenez 
Ann Gosciniak 
Terry Glowienke 
Gerald Halvey 
Jerome Hanley 
Beverly Herbig 
Frank Herbig 
Rick Hernandez 
Maria Kadlub 
Barbara Kelly 
Edward Kennedy 

Maria Kieca 
Beverly Kisiel 
Kathy Kreuser 
John LaValle 
Mary LaValle 
Joanna Lesna 
Rose Ligeza 
Walter Malinowski 
Marni Mensching 
Imleda Mizones 
Alice Mae Norton 
Isabela Tammeling 
 

Patricia O’Toole 
Stanley Podgorny 
Thomas Podgorny 
Virginia 
Rozmarynowski 
Helena Rumas 
Jennie Sekula 
Walter Smal 
George Stasinos 
Diana Strauss 
Aurelia Swiat 
Matthew Switski 
 

Janis Taylor 
John Vargo 
Helene Veder 
Cecilia Walega 
Christine Wasowski 
Rosemary Westfallen 
Barbara Wolff 
Julia Zeler 
E.J. Zbikowski 
Rose Zembal 
Barbara Zygmunt 

 
 

Prayer List, US Military 
We keep those who are serving in the military in our prayers. Please print the name of your loved one and mail or email 
to parish@saintthecla.org. Their names will remain on the list until you notify us of their return or if their rank changes. 

 
United States Marines: 
CPT. Philip E. Blais, 
2ndLt. Kevin Bowler, 
PFC Michael T. Brennan, 
Pvt. James Dinela, 
LCpl. Kyle Elmer, 
SSgt. Benjamin Juhasz, 
LCpl. Nathaniel J. Juncer, 
Lt. Col. Michael C. Mroszczak, 
PFC. Seth D. Perkins, 
LCpl. Jose Rivera, 
MSgt. Richard L. Sroka, 
2nd Lt. Zachary Henry, 
LCpl. Michael Panagas 

United States Army: 
MAJ. Terence W. Bacon, 
PFC. Adam Dunbar, 
SGT. Sean Doherty, 
SGT. Rachel Hall, 
MAJ. John Healy 
SGT. Robert Lach, 
CPT. Jared Lampe, 
WO. Steven Larmay, 
SPC. Thomas J. Lyons III, 
PFC. Raymond Rau, 
1LT. Michael Spiwak, 
SGT. Brian Pasterczyk 

United States Air Force: 
 
TSgt. Michael J. Archam, 
A1C Heather Bosh, 
A1C Shane Garrison, 
SSgt. Adam Krey, 
Maj. Peter A. Schroeder, 
MSgt. James E. Stay, 
SSgt. Sentara Stay, 
SSgt. Matt Tredwell, 
AIG. Keith Daniel Garrison, 
A1C. Andrew T. Perkins 

  
Readings for the week of May 17, 2020 

Sunday:   Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 
Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149/Jn 15:26—16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138/Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148/Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98/Jn 16:16-20 
Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47/Mt 28:16-20 
Friday:  Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47/Jn 16:20-23 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47/Jn 16:23b-28 
Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 
28:16-20; 7 th Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27/1 Pt 
4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a 

Observances for the week of May 17, 2020 
Sunday:  6th Sunday of Easter 
Monday:  St. John I, Pope and Martyr 
Wednesday: St. Bernardine of Siena, Priest 
Thursday: The Ascension of the Lord (holy day 
of obligation in some U.S. dioceses); 
St.Christopher Magallanes, Priest, and 
Companions, Martyrs 
Friday: St. Rita of Cascia, Religious 
Next Sunday: The Ascension of the Lord; 7th 
Sunday of Easter; World Communications Day 
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PARISH  INFORMATION 
 
Administrator:  Fr. Gregory Rom  +In a memory of loved ones 
Weekend Associate: Fr. Ronald Stake 
Pastor Emeritus:  Fr. Gerald Rogala  
Deacons: Michael McManus and Steven Wagner 
Retired Deacon: Robert Cnota 
Church & School Development: Ms. Kathy Collins  
Religious Education: Mr. Ron Mazzoni                                                               Thank you for your  
Music:  Mr. Mark Wozniczka, Director  
Administrative Assistant:  Monika McGavin 
Church:  6725 W. Devon Ave. Chicago, IL 60631 
Parish Office: 6333 N. Newcastle Ave.  
(773) 792-3077 ext. 209; fax: (773) 792-3820  
E-mail : parish@saintthecla.org  
School:  6323 N. Newcastle Ave., Chicago, IL 60631 (773) 763-3380 
Visit us on the web at: www.saintthecla.org  
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Dennis Krawzak 
 Donald Krawzak 
Peter Heneghan 

Nancy Haran 

(773) 631-1240 
6754 N. Northwest Hwy 

www.suerth.com

Suerth 
Funerals  

& Cremations Complete Heating & Cooling services for your Home & Business
“Honesty, Proficiency, Professionalism…in a timely fashion…at a fair price.”
We are the provider of HVAC services to St. Thecla Church and School

847-CONTROL (266-8765) | www.StevensonsAir.com

Quality Eye Care 
in Your Neighborhood

Dominick L. Opitz, OD, FAAO 
Optometrist

773.867.6165 
www.NorwoodParkEyeCenter.com

6107 N. Northwest Highway, Ste A, Chicago, Illinois 60631

Medicare, Vision, and Major Medical Insurances Accepted
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NUZZO SEWER & PLUMBING INC.
708-456-7300     Power Rodding     773-625-6280

All Sewer & Plumbing Repairs & Installation
Specializing in Flood Control • Correcting Low Water Pressure

Video Sewer & Locating Service

www.nuzzoplumbing.com
Lice. # 14636 Lic. # 055-024301

www.colonialfuneral.com

8025 W. Golf Road
Niles 

(847) 581-0536

6250 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago 

(773) 774-0366

773.763.1181
WWW.PASTADARTE.COM

6311 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago

Lunch 
Dinner

Private 
Events

Catering

      SKAJA TERRACE FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned Since 1926 • Pre-Need Arrangements & Cremations

7812 N. Milwaukee Ave., Niles • (847) 966-7302 
Mowimy Po Polsku 

www.skajafuneralhomes.com

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

FLOORING
All Floor Coverings

Carpet - Wood - Laminates - Ceramic - Vinyl
 6010 N. Northwest Hwy. 773-631-4193
 Chicago, IL 60631 www.oribrothersflooring.com

Servicing Businesses & Residents Of Cook, Dupage, Kane, 

Kendall, Lake, Mchenry & Will Counties

630.261.0400 | 773.626.5800 

#FloodBrothersDisposal

A Green Lifestyle Begins With The Irish

17 W 609 14th St • Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

FOR SOLID SMALL 
BUSINESS LENDING PROGRAMS 

Call Bruce Teresi  
US BANK Norwood Park,

773-594-2220

Donna Creighton 
Century 21 Affiliated Real Estate Broker 

Let me help with your real estate needs
dcreighton@21affiliated.com

773.332.2524
St. Thecla Parishioner 
and Eucharistic Minister 
for 25 years

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436



 

 
 

 
 

Through the Renew My Church process, St. Cornelius, St. Tarcissus and  
St. Thecla Parishes will be reconfiguring into one parish called  

St. Elizabeth of the Trinity Parish. As a result, St. Thecla School  
and the current Pope Francis Global Academy North Campus  
(already a combined school of St. Cornelius and St. Tarcissus)  
will be reconfigured into one school named for the new parish.  

It will be located at 6040 West Ardmore. 
 

It is an exciting time to be involved and to join our school! 
 

 
 

● Pre-K — 8th grade Catholic School 
● Focused on Faith, Academics and Service 

● Extended Day Program from 6:30-8 a.m. and again from 3-6 p.m. 
● Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4 with part-time and full-time options 
● Strong academics including Eureka Math, Schoolwide ELA 

● Spanish, Music, Art, Physical Education and Library 
● Integrated technology with Chromebooks, iPads and computer lab 

● Multiple extracurriculars, student organizations and clubs 
● Full sports programs at various grade levels 

 
Virtual tours of the school available 

Please contact Kathy Collins at KathyCollinsAdmissions@gmail.com 
With questions or to set up a virtual tour. 

 
 

  


