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Ascension of the Lord  
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MAY 24TH, 2020 

 
RENEW MY CHURCH 
Lord Jesus, You speak to us today,  
as You spoke to holy men and women who have gone before us. 
In every age and in our own time, You call to us and say: Renew My Church. 
Pour out the gift of Your Holy Spirit upon us, and so enable us  
to hear You clearly, to listen to each other attentively,  
to imagine our future boldly, to discern Your direction wisely,  
to persevere in Your holy will courageously, to stay together in charity, 
to surrender our own plans readily, to embrace the greater good, 
to hand on Your gifts to future generations. 
May we remain in the holy company of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  
the apostles and all the saints. 
May their example and presence inspire us with patient confidence  
in the work of Your grace. 
We ask this of You who live and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

6725 W. Devon Avenue Chicago, IL 60631 773-792-3077 



 
Ascension of the Lord Sunday– May 24, 2020 

 

  This is the twentieth “Ascension Sunday” in most U.S. dioceses; the last Ascension Thursday 
was in 2000.  The change was made so that more would participate in Mass on this Holy day. 
After reminiscing a little, I looked back 38 years ago to 1982.  With no irreverence intended, the 
Ascension got me recalling a famous movie-line:  “E.T. go home!”  That was a great movie. 
 

  One of my many favorite Bible verses is “Our citizenship is in heaven.”  (Philippians 3:20) 
In a way, St. Paul teaches us that we are “extra-terrestrials” – our home is in heaven.  Jesus, in 
today’s Gospel, gives us our mission on earth so that we can “go home” to heaven:  

“teach others to observe all that Jesus has commanded us”. 
 

  To help us to fulfill our mission from Jesus, let’s think about some reasons why citizens from 
one country are in another country: 

1- vacationers…no work, just fun and relaxation and rest – no rush to “go home” 
2- hostages or prisoners-of-war…afraid, lonely, hopeless – want to “go home” 
3- exiles…feeling free and safe, but want to “go home” 
4- deployed…dedicated to completing a mission and want to “go home”. 

 

  Thinking of our Baptismal Promises to fulfill our mission from Jesus, some Christians… 
…want to do as little work as possible, have lots of fun, mostly are self-concerned; 
…others are afraid, lonely, hopeless – also and very differently, some are negative-people: 

complainers, criticizers, only care about what they want; 
…then, some are “on the job – on the mission” – true Christians in 3 ways: 

1- are working to take care of and improve this world for the good of others  and 
2- are not attached to worldly things, are not interested in personal gain, 

and are not “I want it my way” people  and 
3- are hoping to “go home” to heaven. 

 

  To “go home to heaven” is not an easy mission. Yes, we have special houses of prayer and 
worship in the Holy Land, in Rome and other foreign lands, in our cathedrals, and in our own 
churches.  All of these holy houses have the purpose to help us to “go home” to heaven. 
 

  In addition to Jesus’ Commission, Jesus made a Promise:  “And behold, I am with you 
always, until the end of the age.”  The hymn, “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!”, proclaims: 

“Though the cloud from sight received Him, When the forty days were o’er. 
Shall our hearts forget His promise, ‘I am with you evermore’?” 

 

   That’s a question that, in a way, we would have answered on Easter Sunday if we had been 
able to renew our Baptismal Promises with each other.  However, keeping our Baptismal 
Promises is not a matter of saying words.  “Teaching others to observe all that Jesus has 
commanded us” is about our actions and our works.  We’re familiar with a bedtime prayer. 
Here’s the complementary “wake-up” prayer that we can pray for each other: 

“Now I get me up to work, I pray the Lord I may not shirk, 
And if I die before tonight, I pray my work will be all right.” 
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WHEN can we come back to church? – Part 3 

 

  The first set of directions on some of the “phases” of re-opening churches came on May 14 – 
26 pages – some in small print.  There was information about LOTS of required preparations – a 
LOT.  Then, on this past Monday, after a one-hour webinar, came close-to 100 pages.  First of 
all, each Parish must have a team.  Team members must be in good health, have the time, be 
good leaders and be 65 or younger.  Each team member must participate in a webinar and then 
be certified.  The team members, who monitor the door, must have “p.p.p.” – patience and 
perseverance and peacefulness – because they have to tell “number eleven”:  “sorry, ten people 
have already entered.” I am not making a joke about that. 
 

  As I type this, only Kathy Collins and I are on the team.  While parishes, who have enough 
trained & certified team members, could re-open for “Phase 1” this weekend, many will not be 
ready for “Phase 1”: Baptisms, Funerals and Weddings with ten or fewer attendees. Sorry to 
say:  St. Thecla is not ready, and I don’t know when we will be. 
 

  Also, we are not ready for Reconciliation (Confessions).  [Please remember from the March 29 
bulletin:  “in keeping with longstanding pastoral practice, when access to Confession is 
restricted, a penitent can be assured that their sins are forgiven if they make an act of 
contrition with a firm resolve to approach the Sacrament after the stay-at-home order is 
lifted.”] 
 

  After a parish is prepared for “Phase 1”, they can get ready for “Phase 1A”:  times for private 
prayer and times for Eucharistic Exposition for ten or fewer attendees, 
 

  For both “Phases 1 & 1A”, in between each group of “ten or fewer”, the church must be closed 
for one hour of sanitization before the next group of “ten or fewer” can enter.  
 

  While I have not yet read all “100 pages”, I’m pretty sure that I heard or saw that for “Phase 
1A” and “Phase 2”:  reservations will be required – not “camping out to be first in line”. 

 

  At www.archchicago.org/coronavirus/reopening-training , you can find lots of information. 
 

  I understand that this COVID-19 crisis has made the crisis of our Parish and School closing 
even more difficult and painful.  I do not know when we can re-open for “Phase 1”.  I do not 
know when we will be able to celebrate Mass in the church for ten or fewer (or for larger small 
groups, e.g. 50 or fewer). Sadly, I do not know when our “last Mass” will be. 
 

  Regarding Mass Intentions (past, present & future): 
1- I am celebrating a private Mass every day. In addition to remembering all of our parish 

and school families, I pray for the Mass Intention. 
2- I know that a private Mass is not the same experience as a Mass with participants. 

 If someone wants to be “refunded”, please let me (Fr. Greg) know. 
 

  As we are in this Marian month, I suggest that we imitate Mary’s patience and perseverance 
and peacefulness. Mary did not have the Divine Knowledge of her Son. I think that Mary did 
know that the Sorrowful Mysteries would happen – just not when. “Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.  Amen.”                                    3. 



 
Some more “not so good news” 
  It has been a plan of our Polish parishioners to donate our Our Lady of Czestochowa chapel. 
We were going to wait until the “last Mass”. Sadly, all of the recent rain has worsened the 
condition of the roof over the chapel. To preserve the beautiful woodwork, the donation may 
have already happened as you read this. Fr. Michal Twaruzek of St. Isaac Jogues Parish in 
Hinsdale is coordinating this project. 
 

  Some donors of other pieces of art in our church are also preparing to receive their donations 
back. Updates will be communicated as quickly as possible. 
  
The removal of the “Memorial Paver Bricks” is done.  
  We decided on no paperwork and to trust everyone’s honesty.  The paver bricks can be picked 
up at the rectory garage on Newcastle: Monday & Tuesday, June 1 & 2 

9:00am to 12:00 Noon 
  If you can’t make it then.  Please call the Parish Office to set a date:  773-792-3077 ext. 201. 
 
Next Sunday, May 31 – 3:00pm:  “Drive Through”  Eighth Grade Graduation 
  Please pray for good weather.  Our 2020 Graduates will be standing (10 feet apart) in front of 
and alongside of the school on Palatine & Newcastle. Their families will be gathering in the 
parking lot. Then, the cars will “drive through” to congratulate the Graduates. 
  Please pray for our neighbors too. There will be traffic and noise. 
 

  Maybe you already saw it. The May 24 edition of the Chicago Catholic has a full-page ad to 
congratulate our final Eighth Grade Graduation Class. 
 

  Thanks be to God our Eighth Graders (and Seventh Graders) were able to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Confirmation (our last Sunday Mass). Many Eighth Graders couldn’t. 
 
A helpful phone number:  (312) 741-3388 

“A Call to Prayer” – 9a-9p – volunteers available to pray with & pray for; 
caller must be 18 & older;  not counselling;  24 hour voice-mail 

 
Last but definitely not least… 

…Memorial Day Weekend 
  Thanks be to God for all of our Military who gave their lives in the service of our country.  As 
the saying goes:  “Freedom is not free.”  Many visit cemeteries on Memorial Day.  Here’s a 
version of a familiar prayer: 

 

Eternal rest, O Lord, grant unto our military who gave their lives serving our country. 
Let perpetual light shine upon them.  May they rest in peace, 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen. 
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We pray for all those in nursing homes, homebound or who require extended care and those who care for 
them: 

 
 

Richard 
Bekielewski, Sr 
Alicja Brozyna 
Daniel Burke 
Ed Bywalec 
Jodi Chmiel 
Harriet 
Chudzynski 
Sharon 
Cinkowsky 
Eileen Cobb 
Kevin Connolly 
Mildred Cwiak 
Joseph Cwik 
 
 

Patricia Dooley 
Diane Dudek 
Gilfoy Family 
Fernando Gimenez 
Ann Gosciniak 
Terry Glowienke 
Gerald Halvey 
Jerome Hanley 
Beverly Herbig 
Frank Herbig 
Rick Hernandez 
Maria Kadlub 
Barbara Kelly 
Edward Kennedy 

Maria Kieca 
Beverly Kisiel 
Kathy Kreuser 
John LaValle 
Mary LaValle 
Joanna Lesna 
Rose Ligeza 
Walter Malinowski 
Marni Mensching 
Imleda Mizones 
Alice Mae Norton 
Isabela Tammeling 
 

Patricia O’Toole 
Stanley Podgorny 
Thomas Podgorny 
Virginia 
Rozmarynowski 
Helena Rumas 
Jennie Sekula 
Walter Smal 
George Stasinos 
Diana Strauss 
Aurelia Swiat 
Matthew Switski 
 

Janis Taylor 
John Vargo 
Helene Veder 
Cecilia Walega 
Christine Wasowski 
Rosemary Westfallen 
Barbara Wolff 
Julia Zeler 
E.J. Zbikowski 
Rose Zembal 
Barbara Zygmunt 

 
 
 

Catholic Cemeteries  
Memorial Day Mass 

Monday, May 25 - 8:30am 
English, Polish, Spanish 

www.CatholicCemeteriesChicago.org 
 

 

 
 

Prayer List, US Military 
We keep those who are serving in the military in our prayers.  

Please print the name of your loved ones and mail or email  to parish@saintthecla.org. 
 Their names will remain on the list until you notify us of their return or if their rank changes. 

 

United States Marines: 
CPT. Philip E. Blais, 
2ndLt. Kevin Bowler, 
PFC Michael T. Brennan, 
Pvt. James Dinela, 
LCpl. Kyle Elmer, 
SSgt. Benjamin Juhasz, 
LCpl. Nathaniel J. Juncer, 
Lt. Col. Michael C. Mroszczak, 
PFC. Seth D. Perkins, 
LCpl. Jose Rivera, 
MSgt. Richard L. Sroka, 
2nd Lt. Zachary Henry, 
LCpl. Michael Panagas 

United States Army: 
MAJ. Terence W. Bacon, 
PFC. Adam Dunbar, 
SGT. Sean Doherty, 
SGT. Rachel Hall, 
MAJ. John Healy 
SGT. Robert Lach, 
CPT. Jared Lampe, 
WO. Steven Larmay, 
SPC. Thomas J. Lyons III, 
PFC. Raymond Rau, 
1LT. Michael Spiwak, 
SGT. Brian Pasterczyk 

United States Air Force: 
 
TSgt. Michael J. Archam, 
A1C Heather Bosh, 
A1C Shane Garrison, 
SSgt. Adam Krey, 
Maj. Peter A. Schroeder, 
MSgt. James E. Stay, 
SSgt. Sentara Stay, 
SSgt. Matt Tredwell, 
AIG. Keith Daniel Garrison, 
A1C. Andrew T. Perkins 
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Mass Intentions are being remembered at a private Mass everyday. 
 
Sat.,   May 23       +Edward Budzisz 
Sun.,  May 24       +Clara & John Yodnansky 
                              +Laurence & Helen Meyer 
Wed., May 27       +Richard Soens 
Sat.,   May 30       +William R. Mulqueen 

 

  
Readings for the week of May 24, 2020 

 
Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 
28:16-20 
7th Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27/1 Pt 4:13-16/Jn 
17:1-11a 
Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68/Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68/Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68/Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16/Jn 17:20-26 
Friday:  Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103/Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday: Morning:Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11/Jn 
21:20-25 
Next Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or 
Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39.  
Extended Vigil:  Gn 11:1-9/Ps 33/Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b/Dn 
3:52, 53, 55, 56 [52b] or Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Ez 37:1-14/Ps 
107/Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39.  
Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23 

Observances for the week of May 24, 2020 
 
Sunday:  The Ascension of the Lord;  
7th Sunday of Easter; World Communications Day 
Monday: St. Bede the Venerable, Priest and 
Doctor of the Church; St. Gregory VII, Pope; St. 
Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi, Virgin; Memorial Day 
Tuesday: St. Philip Neri, Priest 
Wednesday: St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop 
Next Sunday: Pentecost Sunday 

 
 
 

 
THANK YOU FOR FULFILLING THE PLEDGE  

 
To Teach Who Christ is Progress report, pledged through April 15th 2020. 

 
                 Collected        60% deposited in St. Thecla account      40% in AOC Endowment 
 
April         $306,459                          $183,876                                            $122,584 
 
March      $304,734                           $182,841                                            $121,894 
 
The monies from our fulfilled pledges: 
60% will now go for our St. Thecla ordinary, general operations (salaries, utilities, maintenance 
& repairs). 
40% in the Archdiocesan Endowment goes toward school and religious education development 
which every parish benefits from. 
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                                A CALL TO PRAYER 
 

                     Bringing a light in the midst of darkness 
 
                                         Are you feeling 

overwhelmed by 
the effects of the 

pandemic and  
In need of prayer? 

We are here to pray 
with you and ask 

God for your needs. 
 
Who we are: Volunteers from parishes throughout the Archdiocese of Chicago who feel called 
to accompany through prayer anyone who feels the need for support during this time of 
uncertainty and isolation. 
 
What we offer: A phone line staffed with people from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day, as well as 
24-hour voice mail and e-mail connections. Our prayer partners are here to pray with you: 
opening our hearts to God, asking for His blessings and peace. 312.741.3388 
praywithme@calledtoprayer.org 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
 
 

This message is for all the clergy, staff and faithful of our archdiocese. 
  
Dear Friends in Christ,  
  
These fifty days of Easter, leading to Pentecost, are marked by unprecedented 
suffering, as humanity has fallen victim to a perilous contagion. In addition to the threats 
to our physical wellbeing, we are suffering spiritually as the Covid-19 pandemic has 
required restrictions of our worship and active participation in the sacramental life of the 
Church. Surely, there have been moments in history when governments and rulers 
have persecuted Christians and banned their public worship. This is not one of them. 
Rather, the present restrictions come in response to an extreme medical emergency as 
local, state and federal authorities – specifically public health officials – legitimately fulfil 
their responsibilities to safeguard human life and the common good. They have based 
their reasonable guidance on careful consideration of empirical data and the best 
available disease-mitigation practices as they seek to contain the pandemic’s rampage 
through our communities. 
  
While everyone must exercise good citizenship in observing these restrictions,  
I call on the Catholic faithful, as advocates for justice and charity, to comply with these 
regulations. From the first pages of Scripture we learn that we indeed are “our brother’s 
keeper,” a truth that must inspire us as we are called to sacrifice. We should also be 
motivated to cooperate with public safety norms, given our reverence for life and human 
dignity. This is, at its heart, a moment to proclaim the breadth and depth of what it 
means to be pro-life, particularly as this virus preys on the most vulnerable in our midst. 
  
The good news is that a plan for a gradual reopening of our churches has now taken 
shape, as I note below. However, since our movements will be restricted as that plan 
unfolds in different phases, your pastors and bishops will continue for the present time 
to offer Mass in private each day and to livestream and broadcast Masses from our 
parishes and the archdiocese. I am particularly grateful to ABC-TV, Univision and 
Polvision in Chicago for giving us airtime every Sunday. These celebrations surely are 
not the same as gathering in our churches for Mass, but I know from hearing from many 
parishioners that they provide a great deal of solace and support in this time of 
uncertainty.  
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We must be honest. We expect this situation to continue for some weeks, and any plan 
for reopening our Churches for public worship must include every precaution to ensure 
public gatherings do not create a second wave of contagion, thus squandering the 
gains made through our sacrifice in these days. 
  
With those realities in mind, I am heartened to announce that the Catholic Bishops of 
Illinois have reached an agreement with the Office of the Governor on a multi-phase 
Plan for re-opening our churches for the celebration of the sacraments, private prayer, 
adoration and Mass. As I share the Plan with you, both by way of an Executive 
Summary and the full Plan in the attachment, I want to assure you of my prayers for you 
and your family’s personal, material and spiritual wellbeing. I also express my 
appreciation to the many people on the archdiocesan staff and in the Office of the 
Governor for the many hours they have given to designing and fine tuning this 
agreement. Again, I call on all Catholics to seize this moment to exercise faith-filled 
citizenship in a way that reflects our deep regard for life, our calling as disciples of 
Jesus and our love of country. 
  
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
  
Cardinal Blase J. Cupich 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
This document is an Executive Summary of the multi-phased protocols and procedures, known 
as the Plan, for reopening churches and resuming public participation in the sacramental life of 
the Church for the Catholic dioceses in Illinois. The full Plan is provided at the end of this 
Executive Summary. The Plan has been developed by the bishops of the Chicago Province in 
consultation with and the approval of state and local public health officials and civil authorities. 
 
Four guiding principles undergird the multi-phased Plan: 
 
1. Everything possible should be done to provide people the solace of the church’s sacramental 
life in a timely and reasonable way. 
2. The current situation in Illinois remains dangerous and fragile. While much has been 
achieved, there remains the potential that the gains could be lost by a second more virulent wave. 
3. Trust needs to be established that the top priority in any Plan is the safety and wellbeing of 
people. We cannot take for granted that people will return just because churches are reopened. 
4. Calling people to exercise faithful citizenship will be key. Each Catholic will need to take 
personal responsibility for the common good as well as their own safety. 
 
With these principles in mind, a Plan to prudently and gradually resume the full scope of public 
sacramental celebrations, liturgies and faith practices, has been designed. The Plan envisions a 
set of required measures and phases. There will be an ongoing review of the Plan so that 
adjustments are made in accord with new data. The basics of the Plan are as follows: 
 
1. A robust communications effort to inform parishes and parishioners of the Plan and any 
updates to it. 
2. Each parish needs to recruit non-vulnerable volunteers at the parish level to assist the pastor 
in implementing the Plan. 
3. The selected volunteers are to complete training by way of a webinar. The training will begin 
the week of May 18. 
4. A required certification of readiness to reopen will be required of each parish at each phase. 
Each parish is to complete an implementation template confirming completion of all action steps 
and demonstrating that there are a sufficient number of trained volunteers to execute it. 
5. Phase I allows for parishes to reopen for Baptism, Reconciliation, Weddings and Funerals 
with a limit of 10 attendees. 
 
 
10. 



 
6. Phase IA allows for parishes to reopen for private prayer and adoration with a limit of 10 
attendees. Given the training schedule noted above, it is anticipated that all parishes, if they 
choose to do so, could be opened by May 23 for Phase I and by May 30 for Phase IA. 
7. Phase II allows for reopening for weekday and weekend Masses for larger groups depending 
on the guidelines from the state and the capacity of the church building. 
8. Through ongoing discussions with pastors, health care professionals and civil authorities, 
there will be a review of the Plan at each stage with an eye to making adjustments in accord with 
new data. 
 

MULTI-PHASED PLAN FOR REOPENING CHURCHES 
PHASE I: Limited Sacramental Celebrations and Private Prayer 
 
Parish Actions and Responsibilities 
 
•  The pastor will need the assistance of the parish community, as he will be required to create a 
parish leadership team consisting of 6 people, including himself, to co-manage operations and to 
supervise cleaning, set-up and greeting. 
•  The parish business manager or someone designated by the pastor will serve as the compliance 
manager for the parish and assist with the submission of necessary compliance forms. 
•  The entire team of leaders is required to attend training and submit an implementation 
template for reopening, which needs to be reviewed and certified by the archdiocese or 
respective diocese. 
•  The parish will need to maintain an on-going procurement program for safety and cleaning 
supplies. 
•  Based on go-forward approval, each parish will have the prerogative to offer Baptisms, 
Weddings, Funerals, and Reconciliation in the church within the current limit of 10 attendees 
excluding ministers and on-site staff (“Phase I”). 
•  With additional preparation, each parish may optionally offer Eucharistic Adoration and 
private prayer times (“Phase IA”). In choosing to do so, parish leadership teams must comply 
with all published bishops’ guidelines outlining precautions preparing for, during and after the 
rite(s). 
 
NOTE: During Phase I, parishes will not be allowed to offer either daily or Sunday Mass, even 
with 10 or fewer attendees. The resumption of public Mass, regardless of the number of 
attendees, is a more complex process, which requires the input of lessons that will be learned 
from Phase I. To that end, parishes and archdiocese or diocese will collaborate to gather data to 
improve the protocols and processes of the Plan before we move to worship services in Phase II. 
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Archdiocesan/ Diocesan Actions and Responsibilities 
 
The archdiocese or diocese, depending on capacity, will provide the following services to 
support the parishes and pastors: 
 

● Provide parishes information on securing supplies or a list of preferred vendors for 
supplies throughout the phases of the Plan. 

 
●  Conduct required training webinars for clergy, parish leaders and volunteers, to assist the 

pastor in managing the Plan in each phase. The Archdiocese of Chicago will develop a 
standard webinar based on these guidelines and make it available to the other dioceses in 
the Chicago Province. 

 
● Create and distribute to parishes a video message from the local bishop to explain the Plan 

for reopening churches. 
 

● Evaluate and certify parish proposals for opening during the phases. Create a dedicated 
email box that will be monitored by staff to answer questions or otherwise support 
parishes that feel they cannot open safely without additional help. 

 
● Gather and evaluate data from parishes on their Phase I and IA experience to adapt Phase 

II protocols for larger numbers, which will include public Mass. 
 

● Work with government officials to explore possible increases in crowd size taking into 
consideration the capacity of church buildings. 

 
PHASE II: Resumption of Public Masses 
 
Parish Actions and Responsibilities 
 
In Phase II parishes may apply for certification to offer daily and Sunday Mass. Parishes will 
also continue to celebrate Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals and Adoration. Given the more 
complex nature of celebrations of the Mass, entering Phase II will require parishes to: 

●  Expand the number of parish team members if civil authorities permit an increase in the 
crowd size for Phase II. 

● Maintain an on-going procurement program for safety and cleaning supplies. 
● Continue recruitment and training of new, non-vulnerable volunteers as needed. 
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●  Develop logistical procedures in accord with the guidelines of the Plan to manage more 

frequent and larger services that cover actions before, during and after the rites. 
 

● Implement a safe and secure attendance reservation/ ticketing system to maintain order 
and facilitate possible contact tracing of infection. 

● Submit a detailed proposal for implementing Phase II. 
 
Archdiocesan Actions and Responsibilities 
To support the parishes in the preparation and implementation of Phase II, the Archdiocese or 
diocese will: 

● Establish and update requirements for all services and rites according to the standards of 
government officials, health care experts and church authorities. 

● Review and certify all parish proposals for reopening with celebration of Mass. 
● Provide additional required webinars and training, as needed. Create and distribute to 

parishes a video message from the local bishop to explain procedures for attendance at 
Mass in Phase II. 

● Conduct random assessments over 
● Gather feedback from parishioners across the Archdiocese or diocese on how well the 

safety protocols are working and how comfortable they are with church precautions for 
their safety. 

●  Continually monitor feedback on execution and resources to assist in problem solving 
through ongoing communication with parish leadership, state and local authorities and 
public health officials. 
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PARISH  INFORMATION 
 
Administrator:  Fr. Gregory Rom  +In a memory of loved ones 
Weekend Associate: Fr. Ronald Stake 
Pastor Emeritus:  Fr. Gerald Rogala  
Deacons: Michael McManus and Steven Wagner 
Retired Deacon: Robert Cnota 
Church & School Development: Ms. Kathy Collins  
Religious Education: Mr. Ron Mazzoni                                                               Thank you for your  
Music: Mr. Mark Wozniczka, Director  
Administrative Assistant:  Monika McGavin 
Church:  6725 W. Devon Ave. Chicago, IL 60631 
Parish Office: 6333 N. Newcastle Ave.  
(773) 792-3077 ext. 209; fax: (773) 792-3820  
E-mail: parish@saintthecla.org  
School:  6323 N. Newcastle Ave., Chicago, IL 60631 (773) 763-3380 
Visit us on the web at: www.saintthecla.org  
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Dennis Krawzak 
 Donald Krawzak 
Peter Heneghan 

Nancy Haran 

(773) 631-1240 
6754 N. Northwest Hwy 

www.suerth.com

Suerth 
Funerals  

& Cremations Complete Heating & Cooling services for your Home & Business
“Honesty, Proficiency, Professionalism…in a timely fashion…at a fair price.”
We are the provider of HVAC services to St. Thecla Church and School

847-CONTROL (266-8765) | www.StevensonsAir.com

Quality Eye Care 
in Your Neighborhood

Dominick L. Opitz, OD, FAAO 
Optometrist

773.867.6165 
www.NorwoodParkEyeCenter.com

6107 N. Northwest Highway, Ste A, Chicago, Illinois 60631

Medicare, Vision, and Major Medical Insurances Accepted
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NUZZO SEWER & PLUMBING INC.
708-456-7300     Power Rodding     773-625-6280

All Sewer & Plumbing Repairs & Installation
Specializing in Flood Control • Correcting Low Water Pressure

Video Sewer & Locating Service

www.nuzzoplumbing.com
Lice. # 14636 Lic. # 055-024301

www.colonialfuneral.com

8025 W. Golf Road
Niles 

(847) 581-0536

6250 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago 

(773) 774-0366

      SKAJA TERRACE FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned Since 1926 • Pre-Need Arrangements & Cremations

7812 N. Milwaukee Ave., Niles • (847) 966-7302 
Mowimy Po Polsku 

www.skajafuneralhomes.com

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

FLOORING
All Floor Coverings

Carpet - Wood - Laminates - Ceramic - Vinyl
 6010 N. Northwest Hwy. 773-631-4193
 Chicago, IL 60631 www.oribrothersflooring.com

Servicing Businesses & Residents Of Cook, Dupage, Kane, 

Kendall, Lake, Mchenry & Will Counties

630.261.0400 | 773.626.5800 

#FloodBrothersDisposal

A Green Lifestyle Begins With The Irish

17 W 609 14th St • Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

FOR SOLID SMALL 
BUSINESS LENDING PROGRAMS 

Call Bruce Teresi  
US BANK Norwood Park,

773-594-2220

Donna Creighton 
Century 21 Affiliated Real Estate Broker 

Let me help with your real estate needs
dcreighton@21affiliated.com

773.332.2524
St. Thecla Parishioner 
and Eucharistic Minister 
for 25 years

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436



 

 
 

 
 

Through the Renew My Church process, St. Cornelius, St. Tarcissus and  
St. Thecla Parishes will be reconfiguring into one parish called  

St. Elizabeth of the Trinity Parish. As a result, St. Thecla School  
and the current Pope Francis Global Academy North Campus  
(already a combined school of St. Cornelius and St. Tarcissus)  
will be reconfigured into one school named for the new parish.  

It will be located at 6040 West Ardmore. 
 

It is an exciting time to be involved and to join our school! 
 

 
 

● Pre-K — 8th grade Catholic School 
● Focused on Faith, Academics and Service 

● Extended Day Program from 6:30-8 a.m. and again from 3-6 p.m. 
● Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4 with part-time and full-time options 

● Strong academics including Eureka Math, Schoolwide ELA 
● Spanish, Music, Art, Physical Education and Library 

● Integrated technology with Chromebooks, iPads and computer lab 
● Multiple extracurriculars, student organizations and clubs 

● Full sports programs at various grade levels 
 

Virtual tours of the school available 
Please contact Kathy Collins at KathyCollinsAdmissions@gmail.com 

With questions or to set up a virtual tour. 
 

 
  


