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PRAYER TO OVERCOME RACISM  
 
Mary, friend and mother to all, through your Son,  
God has found a way to unite himself to every human being,  
called to be one people, sisters and brothers to each other.  
We ask for your help in calling on your Son, seeking forgiveness  
for the times when we have failed to love and respect one another.  
We ask for your help in obtaining from your Son the grace  
we need to overcome the evil of racism and to build a just society.  
We ask for your help in following your Son, so that prejudice and animosity  
will no longer infect our minds or hearts but will be replaced with a love  
that respects the dignity of each person.  
Mother of the Church, the Spirit of your Son Jesus warms our hearts: pray for us. Amen.  

6725 W. Devon Avenue Chicago, IL 60631 773-792-3077 



A variety of topics from Fr. Greg 
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ Sunday – June 14, 2020 

 

  Our 2020 “Body and Blood of Christ Sunday” is very strange.  Many, if not most, Catholics 
cannot receive Holy Communion because not all Catholic Churches have reopened yet. Also, since 
attendance is limited and reservations are required and many are understandably anxious, many will 
not be at Mass “in church” today. 
 

  Very much related to the Eucharistic Presence of Jesus, because of the dangerous spread of 
COVID-19, the Body of Christ can only be received the “original way”:  “in the hand”.  While 
“receiving on the tongue” was started about 1,200 years ago, it was not the practice for about 800 
years.  One example, our Blessed Mother Mary did not receive Communion on her tongue. Either 
receiving on the tongue or in the hand has been the option for about 50 years. For now, only “in the 
hand” is possible to avoid the possible spread of germs. 
 

  Just a little more…  Since I was a deacon 46 years ago, at almost every Mass, my finger(s) have 
unintentionally touched a person’s tongue or lips.  Sometimes, my hand is not “perfectly moving”; 
sometimes, the communicant is not “perfectly still”. Even without actual contact, there is a 
possibility of spreading germs just being that close to a person’s breathing. With the Communion 
minister and the communicant using hand sanitizer, “in the hand” is safer. 
 

  On to another topic.  A familiar word that we’re hearing a LOT this year:  diagnose. We pray for 
those who have been diagnosed with COVID-19 and for their families. We pray for doctors, nurses, 
all healthcare workers and their families that they may not be diagnosed with COVID-19. 
Similarly, we pray for the good health of our first responders and essential workers. 
 

  In today’s First Reading, Moses told the people that God was testing them to “find out whether 
or not it was your intention to keep God’s commandments.”  More literally translated: God was 
diagnosing if it was in their hearts to keep the commandments. Like doctors diagnose illnesses 
of the body or mind, God diagnoses illnesses of our hearts and souls. 
 

  Jesus told (warned) us that at the Last Judgment, God will make a “final diagnosis” according to 
how we have helped and treated those who have the least. Usually, we perform works of mercy by 
our words and actions of compassion and generosity. Sometimes, injustices have to be protested; 
and only nonviolent protests or demonstrations are a good work. One example: 
marches and demonstrations with the message:  “the lives of the unborn matter.” Of course, that 
does not mean that the lives of “the born” do not matter. 
 

  “Black Lives Matter” does not mean that the lives of everyone else do not matter.  The history of 
African Americans in English-speaking North America began with slavery in 1619.  Over the 401 
years, much progress has been made.  However, “God’s diagnosis” of “liberty and justice for all” 
would indicate that African Americans do not experience an equality of all the blessings of our 
wonderful nation.  Much greater progress is needed.   The slogan, “No justice, no peace”, has roots 
in the Bible – in the Letter of James 3:18: 
 

“The harvest of justice is sown in peace or those who cultivate peace.” 
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A different prayer on our bulletin cover… 
…a prayer asking Mary, Mother of the Church, to pray that we may receive the grace to overcome 
the evil of racism and to build a just society. 
 
June’s Annual Appeals – a change in plans: 
[1] Fund for Retired Priests – postponed from (today) June 14 to October 4 
      (If you contribute now, your gift will still go to the “Retired Priests Office”.) 
[2]  Peter’s Pence – The Pope’s Charitable Works – still on June 28 (in 2 weeks) 
 
WHEN can we come back to church? – Part 6 
  Some Parishes had begun Phase 1 (Baptisms, Funerals or Weddings for ten or fewer attendees & 
limited Confessions-times).  Some had also begun Phase 1A (brief private prayer times and 
Eucharistic Exposition for ten or fewer attendees); and some have recently begun Phase 2 (Sunday 
& weekday Masses with more than ten but still limited attendance).  Both Phase 1A and Phase 2 
require a “reservations system” for at least two reasons: 
[1]  so that no one is inconvenienced and upset because the attendance is already “full”, and 
[2]  so that records are kept in case someone in attendance is later diagnosed with COVID-19. 
 

  As I type this (on this past Monday), only one St. Thecla Parish Family has volunteered to help 
with reopening.  I understand the hesitancy because of the “requirements”:  reopening team 
members must be in good health, 65 or younger, have the time to be trained & certified, be good & 
patient leaders, and have the time to be at the church early and stay a little later.  Also, a 
“reservation team” will be needed.  Fr. Mike Grisolano has suggested a team with parishioners from 
all 3 Parishes to help at all 3.  For now, you can contact me at grom@archchicago.org or call (773) 
792-3077 ext. 201 if you’d like to volunteer or to ask questions. 
 

  At www.archchicago.org/coronavirus/reopening-training , you can find lots of information. 
 

  That website (above) also has other information, for example: 
 

 Grief Support Groups: 
https://www.archchicago.org/coronavirus/online-grief-groups 

 

 “A Call to Prayer”  (see another bulletin page) 
 

  So far, no dates have been set for reopening or for our “last Mass”. 
 
This coming Friday will be the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
  When the Our Lady of Czestochowa painting in our chapel was moved to St. Isaac Jogues Church 
in Hinsdale, the Sacred Heart statue (outside the chapel) was also moved.  In the midst of the 
sadness of our Parish closing, the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which symbolizes “God so loving us” (John 
3:16) especially in His Passion and Death, can offer comfort.  Also, this devotion offers us questions 
like:  am I an instrument of God’s love half-heartedly or wholeheartedly?  “Jesus, my Lord, my 
God, my All, how can I love Thee as I ought?”  One answer is to imitate the first of Jesus’ Last 
Words:  “Father, forgive them; they do not know what they are doing.”  (Luke 23:34) Our 
willingness to forgive imitates the love of Jesus. 
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St. Elizabeth of the Trinity Associate Pastor 
 

Holy Trinity Sunday – June 7, 2020 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
   After thought and prayer, I have decided to not be the associate pastor of St. Elizabeth of the 
Trinity Parish.  While I am in good physical health, I am mentally and spiritually tired after 45 years 
of active ministry.  I do not want my impatience to be unhelpful to the new parish.  I need to make a 
new start either as an associate pastor elsewhere or as a retired priest.  (I am ready and willing to 
give some help to the reopening of St. Thecla Church and to help with weddings, funerals and in 
some other ways in the near future.) 
 
   I truly hope and pray that St. Elizabeth of the Trinity Parish will flourish and grow. 
 
   I have been thinking about this for awhile.  In recent weeks, I have noticed that I do not have  
the energy (or patience) required to fulfill all of the requirements for the reopening of a church.  
I regret that because I know that the parishioners of St. Thecla are already very sad that their School 
has closed and that their Church will be closing this year. 
 
   With some decrease in meetings-times, I have had time to do some discerning.  Since July 1st is 
now only 3+ weeks away, I can not wait any longer to make this decision and inform you.  
When I know what I’ll be doing next (and where), I’ll let you know. 
 
   A few other thoughts that influenced my decision: 

● Most of my priest-classmates are already retired, and I’m older than most of them. 
● I probably overestimated my ability to be an administrator – in particular, to lead parishioners 

through Renew My Church planning (a 2nd time for me). 
 
   Let us pray for each other. 

Peace! 
Fr. Greg Rom 
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Office for Canonical Affairs 835 North 
Rush Street Chicago, Illinois 60611-2030 
312-534-5284 rstake@archchicago.org  

June 7, 2020 Solemnity of the Most Blessed Trinity  

Rev. Gregory A. Rom St. Thecla 
Parish 6725 West Devon Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60631  

Dear Father Rom and Parishioners:  

From my downtown home I write to express closeness with you and to offer my prayers in 
this last month before the union of St. Thecla Parish with St. Tarcissus Parish and St. Cornelius 
Parish, becoming St. Elizabeth of the Trinity Parish on July 1, 2020.  

Unfortunately, I have not been able to accompany you in person during the pandemic of 
COVID-19 and the extension of the stay at home orders of our State and City. I have been 
alone since the weekend of March 14-15, the last time I was able to celebrate public Mass in 
St. Thecla Church. By God’s Providence I have remained safe and well. Please know I have 
kept you all in my prayers. I especially remember you when offering private Mass at home on 
Sundays, always preferring to have been with you through these days of change and trials.  

My service at St. Thecla Parish began almost five years ago, serving first as part-time 
associate pastor and later as weekend associate, continuing my association with you after 
retirement from full-time ministry on October 1, 2019. Who knew we would be so suddenly 
pulled apart for health concerns or that the churches would be out of service for so long?  

I don’t know if this will happen, but hope I will be able to be with you again, even to 
celebrate Mass together, not only for you but with you. Meanwhile, please stay safe, well, and 
united in the peace and love of the Most Blessed Trinity.  

Yours, in Christ,  

Ronald P. Stake  

Rev. Ronald P. Stake  
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St. Elizabeth of the Trinity Unification Committee Updates 
 
The Mass Schedule Sub-Committee 
 
The main task of this group is to consider the future Mass schedule.  The recommendation from this 
group is that we have a consistent daily Mass time, although we have not finalized what that time will be, 
8:30 seems most likely. Given priest availability it was also suggested that a 7:00 p.m. evening Mass be 
offered once a week, on a day to be determined. 
 
The proposed weekend Mass schedule is as follows: Saturday at 5:00 pm (with confessions before at 
3:30 to 4:30). Sunday Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am in English and the Spanish Mass at 1:00 pm. 
 
Baptisms will be on periodic Saturdays at noon in Spanish. Baptisms in English will be on periodic 
Sundays after the 11:00 am Mass. 
 
 The Facilities Sub-Committee 
 
This committee is in the information gathering phase. They are talking to leaders of all groups and 
organizations in the three parishes.  They are finding out how often they meet, how many attend their 
meetings, what kind of space they need for each meeting and if they have items that need to be stored 
between meetings. They will then determine the appropriate meeting space on the current St. Tars 
campus that each group might use. 
 
This group will also be tasked with the inventorying of the non-sacramental property of St. Cornelius and 
St. Thecla 
 
 The Communications Sub-Committee 
 
They have composed a parish prayer inspired by the writings of St. Elizabeth of the Trinity. In the near 
future we will be praying this at the end of Masses, parish meetings, at school, etc. 
 

St. Elizabeth of the Trinity Parish Prayer 
 

O God, 
Trinity whom we adore, may we be emptied  

of self-seeking. 
Fill us with your love.  

Guide us with Your wisdom so that  
we might learn from You: 

 
to be humble,  
to be patient, 

to be forgiving, 
to be understanding, 

to work towards peace, 
and to speak the truth in love. 
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Help us, Holy Trinity, 

 
to gratefully embrace Your will. 

 
May a deep faith in You be enkindled  

in our hearts, 
 

so that we can be Your light to the world. 
 

We ask this in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
 The committee is also working on how best to 

communicate what the new parish  
will be doing in its initial months,  

both to the local community and beyond. 



 

Mass Intentions are being remembered 
at a private Mass celebrated everyday by  

Fr. Greg. 
 
Sun., June 14     +Mary & Joseph Golubski 
                            +Jack Borner 
                            +Adeline Budzisz 
Tue., June 16     +Chuck & Marian Vargo 
 
Wed., June 17   +Robert Shack 
 
Thu., June 18    +Walter & Joan Leja 
 

 
A CALL TO PRAYER 
Bringing a light in the midst of darkness 

Are you feeling overwhelmed by the effects of the 
pandemic and In need of prayer? We are here to 
pray with you and ask God for your needs. 
What we offer: A phone line staffed with people 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day, as well as 24-hour 
voice mail and e-mail connections. Our prayer 
partners are here to pray with you: opening our 
hearts to God, asking for His blessings and peace. 
312.741.3388 praywithme@calledtoprayer.org 

  

WEEKLY READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
OF JUNE 14TH, 2020  

 
Sunday: Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a/Ps 147/1 Cor 
10:16-17/Jn 6:51-58  
Monday: 1 Kgs 21:1-16/Ps 5/Mt 5:38-42 
Tuesday: 1 Kgs 21:17-29/Ps 51/Mt 5:43-48 
Wednesday: 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14/Ps 31/Mt 6:1-6, 
16-18 
Thursday: Sir 48:1-14/Ps 97/Mt 6:7-15 
Friday: Dt 7:6-11/Ps 103/1 Jn 4:7-16/Mt 11:25-30 
Saturday: 2 Chr 24:17-25/Ps 1/Lk 2:41-51 
Next Sunday:Jer 20:10-13/Ps 69/Rom 5:12-15/ 
                        Mt 10:26-33 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK  
OF JUNE 14TH, 2020 

 
Sunday: The Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ; Flag Day 
Friday: The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus  
Saturday: The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary; World Refugee Day 
Next Sunday: 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
                        Father’s Day 
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St. ELIZABETH OF THE TRINITY 
Through the Renew My Church process, St. Cornelius, St. Tarcissus and St. Thecla Parishes  
will be reconfiguring into one parish called St. Elizabeth of the Trinity Parish. As a result, Pope 
Francis Global Academy North Campus (already a combined school of St. Cornelius and St. 
Tarcissus) will be reconfigured into one school named for the new parish.  

 
It will be located at 6040 West Ardmore. 

 

It is an exciting time to be involved and to join our school! 

● Pre-K — 8th grade Catholic School 

● Focused on Faith, Academics and Service 

● Extended Day Program from 6:30-8 a.m. and again from 3-6 p.m. 

● Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4 with part-time and full-time options 

● Strong academics including Eureka Math, Schoolwide ELA 

● Spanish, Music, Art, Physical Education and Library 

● Integrated technology with Chromebooks, iPads and computer lab 

● Multiple extracurriculars, student organizations and clubs 

● Full sports programs at various grade levels 

 

Virtual tours of the school available 

Please contact Kathy Collins at KathyCollinsAdmissions@gmail.com 

                                                        With questions or to set up a virtual tour.  
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We pray  for all those in nursing homes, homebound or who require extended care  

and those who care for them: 
 

Richard 
Bekielewski, Sr 
Alicja Brozyna 
Daniel Burke 
Ed Bywalec 
Jodi Chmiel 
Harriet 
Chudzynski 
Sharon 
Cinkowsky 
Eileen Cobb 
Kevin Connolly 
Mildred Cwiak 
Joseph Cwik 

Patricia Dooley 
Diane Dudek 
Gilfoy Family 
Fernando Gimenez 
Ann Gosciniak 
Terry Glowienke 
Gerald Halvey 
Jerome Hanley 
Beverly Herbig 
Frank Herbig 
Rick Hernandez 
Maria Kadlub 
Barbara Kelly 
Edward Kennedy 

Maria Kieca 
Beverly Kisiel 
Kathy Kreuser 
John LaValle 
Mary LaValle 
Joanna Lesna 
Rose Ligeza 
Walter Malinowski 
Marni Mensching 
Imleda Mizones 
Alice Mae Norton 
Isabela Tammeling 

Patricia O’Toole 
Stanley Podgorny 
Thomas Podgorny 
Virginia 
Rozmarynowski 
Helena Rumas 
Jennie Sekula 
Walter Smal 
George Stasinos 
Diana Strauss 
Aurelia Swiat 
Matthew Switski 

Janis Taylor 
John Vargo 
Helene Veder 
Cecilia Walega 
Christine Wasowski 
Rosemary Westfallen 
Barbara Wolff 
Julia Zeler 
E.J. Zbikowski 
Rose Zembal 
Barbara Zygmunt 

 
 

 
 

Prayer List, US Military 
We keep those who are serving in the military in our prayers.  

Please print the name of your loved ones and mail or email to parish@saintthecla.org. 
Their names will remain on the list until you notify us of their return or if their rank changes. 

 
United States Marines: 
 
CPT. Philip E. Blais, 
2ndLt. Kevin Bowler, 
PFC Michael T. Brennan, 
Pvt. James Dinela, 
LCpl. Kyle Elmer, 
SSgt. Benjamin Juhasz, 
LCpl. Nathaniel J. Juncer, 
Lt. Col. Michael C. Mroszczak, 
PFC. Seth D. Perkins, 
LCpl. Jose Rivera, 
MSgt. Richard L. Sroka, 
2nd Lt. Zachary Henry, 
LCpl. Michael Panagas 

United States Army: 
 
MAJ. Terence W. Bacon, 
PFC. Adam Dunbar, 
SGT. Sean Doherty, 
SGT. Rachel Hall, 
MAJ. John Healy 
SGT. Robert Lach, 
CPT. Jared Lampe, 
WO. Steven Larmay, 
SPC. Thomas J. Lyons III, 
PFC. Raymond Rau, 
1LT. Michael Spiwak, 
SGT. Brian Pasterczyk 

United States Air Force: 
 
TSgt. Michael J. Archam, 
A1C Heather Bosh, 
A1C Shane Garrison, 
SSgt. Adam Krey, 
Maj. Peter A. Schroeder, 
MSgt. James E. Stay, 
SSgt. Sentara Stay, 
SSgt. Matt Tredwell, 
AIG. Keith Daniel Garrison, 
A1C. Andrew T. Perkins 
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PARISH  INFORMATION 
 
Administrator:  Fr. Gregory Rom                                   In a loving memory 
Weekend Associate: Fr. Ronald Stake                                                                + John Starczowski 
Pastor Emeritus:  Fr. Gerald Rogala   
Deacons: Michael McManus and Steven Wagner   
Retired Deacon: Robert Cnota 
Church & School Development: Ms. Kathy Collins  
Religious Education: Mr. Ron Mazzoni   
Music: Mr. Mark Wozniczka, Director  
Administrative Assistant:  Monika McGavin                                                         Thank you for your 
Weekend Admin. Assistant: Barbara Swift 
Church: 6725 W. Devon Ave. Chicago, IL 60631  
Parish Office: 6333 N. Newcastle Ave.  
(773) 792-3077 ext. 209; fax: (773) 792-3820 
E-mail: parish@saintthecla.org  
School:  6323 N. Newcastle Ave., Chicago, IL 60631 (773) 763-3380 
Visit us on the web at: www.saintthecla.org  
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Dennis Krawzak 
 Donald Krawzak 
Peter Heneghan 

Nancy Haran 

(773) 631-1240 
6754 N. Northwest Hwy 

www.suerth.com

Suerth 
Funerals  

& Cremations Complete Heating & Cooling services for your Home & Business
“Honesty, Proficiency, Professionalism…in a timely fashion…at a fair price.”
We are the provider of HVAC services to St. Thecla Church and School

847-CONTROL (266-8765) | www.StevensonsAir.com

Quality Eye Care 
in Your Neighborhood

Dominick L. Opitz, OD, FAAO 
Optometrist

773.867.6165 
www.NorwoodParkEyeCenter.com

6107 N. Northwest Highway, Ste A, Chicago, Illinois 60631

Medicare, Vision, and Major Medical Insurances Accepted
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NUZZO SEWER & PLUMBING INC.
708-456-7300     Power Rodding     773-625-6280

All Sewer & Plumbing Repairs & Installation
Specializing in Flood Control • Correcting Low Water Pressure

Video Sewer & Locating Service

www.nuzzoplumbing.com
Lice. # 14636 Lic. # 055-024301

www.colonialfuneral.com

8025 W. Golf Road
Niles 

(847) 581-0536

6250 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago 

(773) 774-0366

      SKAJA TERRACE FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned Since 1926 • Pre-Need Arrangements & Cremations

7812 N. Milwaukee Ave., Niles • (847) 966-7302 
Mowimy Po Polsku 

www.skajafuneralhomes.com

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

FLOORING
All Floor Coverings

Carpet - Wood - Laminates - Ceramic - Vinyl
 6010 N. Northwest Hwy. 773-631-4193
 Chicago, IL 60631 www.oribrothersflooring.com

Servicing Businesses & Residents Of Cook, Dupage, Kane, 

Kendall, Lake, Mchenry & Will Counties

630.261.0400 | 773.626.5800 

#FloodBrothersDisposal

A Green Lifestyle Begins With The Irish

17 W 609 14th St • Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

FOR SOLID SMALL 
BUSINESS LENDING PROGRAMS 

Call Bruce Teresi  
US BANK Norwood Park,

773-594-2220

Donna Creighton 
Century 21 Affiliated Real Estate Broker 

Let me help with your real estate needs
dcreighton@21affiliated.com

773.332.2524
St. Thecla Parishioner 
and Eucharistic Minister 
for 25 years

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436



 
 

 
     

THANK YOU FOR FULFILLING THE PLEDGE  
 

To Teach Who Christ is Progress report, pledged through May 15th 2020. 
 
                 Collected        60% deposited in St. Thecla account      40% in AOC Endowment 
 
May          $309,844                          $185,907                                            $123,938 
 
April         $306,459                          $183,876                                            $122,584 
 
The monies from our fulfilled pledges: 
60% will now go for our St. Thecla ordinary, general operations (salaries, utilities, maintenance 
& repairs). 
40% in the Archdiocesan Endowment goes toward school and religious education development 
which every parish benefits from. 

 


