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SUNDAY  

JUNE 21ST, 2020 

PRAYER TO OVERCOME RACISM  
 
Mary, friend and mother to all, through your Son,  
God has found a way to unite himself to every human being,  
called to be one people, sisters and brothers to each other.  
We ask for your help in calling on your Son, seeking forgiveness  
for the times when we have failed to love and respect one another.  
We ask for your help in obtaining from your Son the grace  
we need to overcome the evil of racism and to build a just society.  
We ask for your help in following your Son, so that prejudice and animosity  
will no longer infect our minds or hearts but will be replaced with a love  
that respects the dignity of each person.  
Mother of the Church, the Spirit of your Son Jesus warms our hearts: pray for us. Amen.  

6725 W. Devon Avenue Chicago, IL 60631 773-792-3077 



A variety of topics from Fr. Greg 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time – June 21, 2020 

 

  Today is the first “Ordinary Sunday” since the Sunday before Ash Wednesday.  As we are in the 
“new normal” or “new ordinary”, it’s important to understand that the word, “ordinary”, in Church 
vocabulary, means ordering or disciplining our lives by the teachings of Jesus. 
 

  In today’s Gospel, twice Jesus teaches: “Do not be afraid.”  When we hear, in the First Reading, 
Jeremiah’s retaliatory prayer “let me witness the vengeance” of the LORD”, as Christians, we 
must remember what we heard from Jesus on that Sunday before Lent: 

“love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” 
 

  With all of the recent unrest about racial and other injustices, a friend of mine shared some history 
about Nelson Mandela who was imprisoned for 27 years because of his resistance to the racial 
injustice of apartheid in South Africa.  (Warning:  I do not think that Jesus would do exactly what 
Nelson Mandela did, but Jesus did get angry at religious leaders.) 
 

  When Nelson Mandela was studying law at the university, a white professor, whose name 
was Peters, intensely disliked Nelson Mandela. 
  One day, Mr. Peters was having lunch at the dining room when Mandela came along with his 
tray and sat next to the professor.  Mr. Peters said, “Mr. Mandela, you do not understand that 
a pig and a bird do not sit together to eat.”  Mandela looked at him calmly replied, “Do not 
worry, professor.  I’ll fly away,” and went to another table. 
  Mr. Peters decided to take revenge.  The next day in class, he asked:  “Mr. Mandela, if you 
were walking down the street and found a package with a bag of wisdom and another bag 
with money, which would you take?”  Without hesitating, Mandela responded, “the bag with 
the money, of course”.  Mr. Peters, smiling sarcastically said, “I would have taken the 
wisdom.”  Mandela shrugged and responded, “Each one takes what he does not have.”  Mr. 
Peters was seething with fury. 
  So great was the professor’s anger that he wrote on Mandela’s exam sheet the word, 
“IDIOT” and gave it to Mandela.  Mandela took the exam, sat down at his desk trying very 
hard to remain calm.  A few minutes later, Nelson Mandela got up, walked up to the professor 
and told him in a dignified polite tone, “Mr. Peters, you signed your name on my exam, but 
you forgot to give me my grade.” 
 

  Again, I personally do not think that Jesus would have spoken exactly like Nelson Mandela; but I 
think that Jesus was happy that Mandela was not physically violent in responding to hateful racism. 
Also, Nelson Mandela was not afraid to confront evil. 
 

  Tomorrow is the feast of St. John Fisher and St. Thomas More who both ordered their lives on the 
teachings of Jesus.  Because of that, both were executed by the order of King Henry VIII in 1535. 
A question that Christians – me too – must ask:  Is there enough evidence to convict me of ordering 
my life totally on the teachings of Jesus?  I know:  that’s a difficult question to ask. 
 

St. Thomas More’s last words were:  “I die the king’s good servant, but God’s first.” We don’t 
have to “lose our heads”, but we must ordinarily be God’s servants. 
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On the next two pages:  “Tips for All Worshippers” 
  While the COVID-19 Reopening Team has titled these as “Tips”, these are requirements to 
protect everyone’s health.  Please read these two pages.  Your questions are welcome. 
 
Next Sunday’s Annual Appeal – “Peter’s Pence”…for the Pope’s international charities 
  I’m sorry to say that our church will not yet be open by next Sunday.  If you wish to give to the 
Peter’s Pence appeal, you can mail-in or drop-off your envelope or electronically give. 
  Please make checks to “St. Thecla Parish”.  Then, one Parish check will be made out. 
 
WHEN can we come back to church? – Part 7 
    As I type this, about half of the Parishes in the Archdiocese (including us) were not yet certified 
for reopening into Phase 2 (Sunday & weekday Masses with limited attendance only by those who 
made a reservation).  Reservations are required for two reasons: 
[1]  so that no one is inconvenienced and upset because the attendance is already “full”, and 
[2]  so that records are kept in case someone in attendance is later diagnosed with COVID-19. 
 

  As I type this (on this past Monday), still only one St. Thecla Parish Family has volunteered to 
help with reopening.  I understand the hesitancy because of the “requirements”:  reopening team 
members must be in good health, 65 or younger (Recently, it was announced that volunteers can be over  65, 
but they must fully understand that they are in an “at risk” population.) , have the time to be trained & 
certified, be good & patient leaders, and have the time to be at the church early and stay later.  Also, 
a “reservation team” will be needed.  Fr. Mike Grisolano has suggested a team with parishioners 
from all 3 Parishes to help at all 3.  For now, you can contact me at grom@archchicago.org or call 
(773) 792-3077 ext. 201 if you’d like to volunteer or to ask questions. 
  So far, no dates have been set for reopening or for our “last Mass”. 
 

  At www.archchicago.org/coronavirus/reopening-training , you can find lots of information. 
 

  That website (above) also has other information, for example: 
 Grief Support Groups: 

https://www.archchicago.org/coronavirus/online-grief-groups 
 “A Call to Prayer”  (see another bulletin page) 
 
Blessings on “Father’s Day” 
  As I type this, I don’t know what the exact limitations will be for families to celebrate Father’s 
Day.  I do know that, like on Mother’s Day, we will not be able to be together inside St. Thecla 
Church.   If you wish, you can use this prayer from the Book of Blessings (which you can adapt): 
“God our Father, in Your wisdom and love You made all things. 
                Bless these men, that they may be strengthened as Christian fathers. 
                Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. 
                Grant that we, their daughters and sons, may honor them always 
                with a spirit of profound respect. 
                Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 
 
P.S.  I’m very thankful for my Dad.  I wish that I had time now to say more.                                 3. 

  



 
Tips for all Worshippers – Archdiocese of Chicago 

(A brochure with all of the information below will be available for each service or Mass.) 
 

Before reading the rules below, here is a lesson from Blessed Basil Moreau, Founder of the Holy 
Cross Brothers and Priests, during the 1849 cholera epidemic in Lemans, France: 
 

“Prayer is like a health zone which we must set up around our homes and schools. 
  Moreover, prayer can heal souls.  It is the spirit of prayer which gives me confidence  
  that…[we are] under the protection of Divine Providence.  Put your confidence in  
  prayer, therefore, but at the same time, do not neglect the precautions recommended 
  by doctors and other officials.” 
  
Before you arrive – before you leave your home: 

1- Check your temperature.  If you have one, please do not come to church. 
2- Stay home if you are ill. 
3- Make sure you have a face covering to bring and wear. 
4- Remember to bring your registration or be on a list of attendees. 

 
When you arrive: 

1- Enter only in marked doorways. 
2- Wait patiently to be checked in by the greeter. 
3- Keep your face covering or mask on at all times except for receiving Communion. 
4- Sanitize your hands as directed by the greeter. 
5- Observe social distancing at all times. (Look for marks on the floor.) 
6- Ushers will direct you to pews with markings on where to sit. 
7- Since there will be no passing of baskets for your offering, please leave your offering in the 

boxes provided at the entrance and exit areas. 
 

During the service (or Mass): 
In order to protect everyone – the communicants and the Communion minister, 

the Body of Christ can only be received in the hand. 
No exceptions can be made for now. 

1- Do not change seats during the service (or Mass). 
2- There will be no passing of the offering basket. 
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3- No physical sign of peace will be exchanged during Mass 
4 -Please follow instructions for receiving Communion: 

a- Leave your pew only when directed by the usher or greeter. 
b- Maintain 6 feet social distancing in the Communion line – look for marks on floor. 
c- Sanitize your hands when leaving your pew or when 12 feet or 2 people away from the 

priest/deacon/Communion minister, sanitize your hands using the sanitizer from the usher. 
After sanitizing, do not touch any surfaces. 

d- Approach the priest/deacon/Communion minister only after you are called forward. 
Do not remove your face covering. 

e- Extend a single hand to receive the Communion host. 
Sorry, but receiving “on the tongue” in not possible right now. 

f- After moving 6 feet to the right or left, remove your mask and consume the host. 
g- Replace your face covering or mask. 
h- Follow instructions to return to your pew. 

 
After the service (or Mass): 

1- Please take any worship aids (e.g. program booklet) you may have brought with you. 
2- You will be dismissed by pew or seating area. 

Follow the instructions of the greeter or usher. 
3- Use only the designated exit doors. 
4- Do not congregate outside the church doors. 
5- Continue to wear your face covering or mask until you leave the area where the other 

worshipers are. 
 

 
While our Parish Staffs will attempt to take appropriate precautions 

consistent with the advice of public health authorities, 
parishioners and guests should understand that they assume 

the risk of contracting COVID-19 anytime they enter a public space 
since such precautions do not eliminate the risk of infection. 
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S’more topics from Fr. Greg – June 21, 2020 
Thank You Very Much, Monika!  Blessings to you and to your family! 
  Tomorrow, Monika will start working at St. Paul of the Cross Parish.  I am very thankful for all of 
her hard work – especially for all that she has done over the last 3 months from home – including 
our Sunday bulletins.  Monika has a message on another bulletin page. 
 
FYI:  Fr. Gene Dyer is the Associate Pastor at St. Cecilia Parish… 

…700 S. Meier Rd. 
Mt. Prospect, IL 

60056-3549 
 

FYI:  “After further review”, I have decided to retire. 
  I plan to continue helping St. Thecla now.  I don’t know what will be next, but my intention is to 
be a “full-time helper” somewhere – hopefully, close by.  I’ll let you know when I know.  I am 
thankful for my time here.  More comments later. 
 
It’s not too late to get your memorial paver. 

Please call first:  773-792-3077 ext. 201.  If there’s no answer, please leave a message. 
Delivery is possible.  About 75 pavers are still here. 

 
Another reminder:  Masses “on television” on SUNDAYS 

1- 9:30am – Channel 9 (WGN-TV) – Mercy Home Sunday Mass 
2- 9:30am – Channel 7 (ABC-TV) – from Holy Name Cathedral 
3- 10:00am – in Spanish – Channel 66 (Univision) – from Holy Name Cathedral 
4- 9:00am & 3:00pm – in Polish – Channel 24.4 (Polvision) from Holy Name Cathedral 

If any corrections or additions are needed on the above information, please advise. 
 

Yesterday:  First Day of Summer and the connection to this coming Wednesday 
  June 24 is the Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist – a feast for about 17 centuries. 
Neither the exact date of the Birth of Jesus nor of John the Baptist are specified in the Bible; but, in 
Luke 1:36, Archangel Gabriel told Mary that “Elizabeth is now in her sixth month”.  So, St. John 
the Baptist’s Nativity is celebrated six months plus a day before Jesus’ Nativity.  At least one of the 
reasons for June 24:  it’s a few days after our Summer Solstice as the days begin to become 
“shorter”.  St. Augustine had pointed out St. John the Baptist’s words about Jesus in John 3:30: 
“He must increase, while I must decrease.”  (New American Bible) 
  We celebrate the birth of St. John the Baptist at the time that daylight begins to decrease, and the 
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ is celebrated at the time that daylight begins to increase – after the 
Winter Solstice.  [Note:  our “Western” date for “Christmas” is influenced by the ancient Roman 
observance of the Winter Solstice.  The ancient Egyptian (Middle Eastern) observance influenced 
the date of January 6 – our traditional observance of the Epiphany of the Lord.] 
  What’s most important is not an individual date, but how we live every day in imitation of St. John 
the Baptist’s motto:  “Jesus must become more important, while I become less important.” 
(Contemporary English Version of John 3:30) 
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Mass Intentions are being remembered 
at a private Mass celebrated everyday by  

Fr. Greg. 
 
Tues.,   June 23       +John and Sophie Janas 
Wed.,   June 24        +Phyllis and James Soens 
Thu.,    June 25       +Robert Swenie 
Fri.,     June 26        +Andry Family 
Sat.      June 27        +William Dugan 
                                  +Blanche and John Mosak 
                                  +Helen and Paul Meyer 
                                  +Frank Donatello 
 

 
A CALL TO PRAYER 
Bringing a light in the midst of darkness 

Are you feeling overwhelmed by the effects of the 
pandemic and In need of prayer? We are here to 
pray with you and ask God for your needs. 
What we offer: A phone line staffed with people 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day, as well as 24-hour 
voice mail and e-mail connections. Our prayer 
partners are here to pray with you: opening our 
hearts to God, asking for His blessings and peace. 
312.741.3388 praywithme@calledtoprayer.org 

  

WEEKLY READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
OF JUNE 21ST, 2020  

Sunday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 69/Rom 5:12-15/Mt 

10:26-33 

Monday:  2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18/Ps 60/Mt 7:1-5 

Tuesday: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36/Ps 

48/Mt 7:6, 12-14 

Wednesday:  Vigil:  Jer 1:4-10/Ps 71/1 Pt 

1:8-12/Lk 1:5-17. Day:  Is 49:1-6/Ps 139:1-3, 13-14, 

14-15 [14a]/Acts 13:22-26/Lk 1:57-66, 80 

Thursday:   2 Kgs 24:8-17/Ps 79/Mt 7:21-29 

Friday: 2 Kgs 25:1-12/Ps 137/Mt 8:1-4 

Saturday:  Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19/Ps 74/Mt 8:5-17 

Next Sunday:  2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Ps 89/Rom 

6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:37-42 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK  
OF JUNE 21ST, 2020 

Sunday: 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 

Father’s Day 

Monday : St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; Sts. 

John Fisher, Bishop, and Thomas More, 

Martyrs 

Wednesday: The Nativity of St. John the 

Baptist 

Saturday: St. Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop and 

Doctor of the Church 

Next Sunday:  13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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We pray  for all those in nursing homes, homebound or who require extended care  
and those who care for them: 

 
Richard 
Bekielewski, Sr 
Alicja Brozyna 
Daniel Burke 
Ed Bywalec 
Jodi Chmiel 
Harriet 
Chudzynski 
Sharon 
Cinkowsky 
Eileen Cobb 
Kevin Connolly 
Mildred Cwiak 
Joseph Cwik 

Patricia Dooley 
Diane Dudek 
Gilfoy Family 
Fernando Gimenez 
Ann Gosciniak 
Terry Glowienke 
Gerald Halvey 
Jerome Hanley 
Beverly Herbig 
Frank Herbig 
Rick Hernandez 
Maria Kadlub 
Barbara Kelly 
Edward Kennedy 

Maria Kieca 
Beverly Kisiel 
Kathy Kreuser 
John LaValle 
Mary LaValle 
Joanna Lesna 
Rose Ligeza 
Walter Malinowski 
Marni Mensching 
Imleda Mizones 
Alice Mae Norton 
Isabela Tammeling 

Patricia O’Toole 
Stanley Podgorny 
Thomas Podgorny 
Virginia 
Rozmarynowski 
Helena Rumas 
Jennie Sekula 
Walter Smal 
George Stasinos 
Diana Strauss 
Aurelia Swiat 
Matthew Switski 

Janis Taylor 
John Vargo 
Helene Veder 
Cecilia Walega 
Christine Wasowski 
Rosemary Westfallen 
Barbara Wolff 
Julia Zeler 
E.J. Zbikowski 
Rose Zembal 
Barbara Zygmunt 

 
 

 
Prayer List, US Military 

 
We keep those who are serving in the military in our prayers.  

Please print the name of your loved ones and mail or email to parish@saintthecla.org. 
Their names will remain on the list until you notify us of their return or if their rank changes. 

 
United States Marines: 
 
CPT. Philip E. Blais, 
2ndLt. Kevin Bowler, 
PFC Michael T. Brennan, 
Pvt. James Dinela, 
LCpl. Kyle Elmer, 
SSgt. Benjamin Juhasz, 
LCpl. Nathaniel J. Juncer, 
Lt. Col. Michael C. Mroszczak, 
PFC. Seth D. Perkins, 
LCpl. Jose Rivera, 
MSgt. Richard L. Sroka, 
2nd Lt. Zachary Henry, 
LCpl. Michael Panagas 

United States Army: 
 
MAJ. Terence W. Bacon, 
PFC. Adam Dunbar, 
SGT. Sean Doherty, 
SGT. Rachel Hall, 
MAJ. John Healy 
SGT. Robert Lach, 
CPT. Jared Lampe, 
WO. Steven Larmay, 
SPC. Thomas J. Lyons III, 
PFC. Raymond Rau, 
1LT. Michael Spiwak, 
SGT. Brian Pasterczyk 

United States Air Force: 
 
TSgt. Michael J. Archam, 
A1C Heather Bosh, 
A1C Shane Garrison, 
SSgt. Adam Krey, 
Maj. Peter A. Schroeder, 
MSgt. James E. Stay, 
SSgt. Sentara Stay, 
SSgt. Matt Tredwell, 
AIG. Keith Daniel Garrison, 
A1C. Andrew T. Perkins 
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"I am very grateful and blessed to be able to meet and work with so many wonderful people and get to know so 
many great families at St. Thecla. 
Thank you Fr. Greg for your guidance and great spirit. Fr. Ron Stake, Dcn. Steve Wagner, Dcn. Mike 
McManus, Dcn. Bob Cnota, Kathy Collins, Ron Mazzoni, Barbara Swift, Mark Wozniczka,  Ed Johnson, Jack 
Collins.  
You will be missed! Very Best, Monika McGavin." 
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PARISH  INFORMATION 
 
Administrator:  Fr. Gregory Rom                                     In a loving memory 
Weekend Associate: Fr. Ronald Stake                                                                   +Margaret Sweeney  
Pastor Emeritus:  Fr. Gerald Rogala   
Deacons: Michael McManus and Steven Wagner   
Retired Deacon: Robert Cnota 
Church & School Development: Ms. Kathy Collins  
Religious Education: Mr. Ron Mazzoni   
Music: Mr. Mark Wozniczka, Director  
Administrative Assistant:  Monika McGavin                                                         Thank you for your 
Weekend Admin. Assistant: Barbara Swift 
Church: 6725 W. Devon Ave. Chicago, IL 60631  
Parish Office: 6333 N. Newcastle Ave.  
(773) 792-3077 ext. 209; fax: (773) 792-3820 
E-mail: parish@saintthecla.org  
School:  6323 N. Newcastle Ave., Chicago, IL 60631 (773) 763-3380 
Visit us on the web at: www.saintthecla.org  
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Dennis Krawzak 
 Donald Krawzak 
Peter Heneghan 

Nancy Haran 

(773) 631-1240 
6754 N. Northwest Hwy 

www.suerth.com

Suerth 
Funerals  

& Cremations Complete Heating & Cooling services for your Home & Business
“Honesty, Proficiency, Professionalism…in a timely fashion…at a fair price.”
We are the provider of HVAC services to St. Thecla Church and School

847-CONTROL (266-8765) | www.StevensonsAir.com

Quality Eye Care 
in Your Neighborhood

Dominick L. Opitz, OD, FAAO 
Optometrist

773.867.6165 
www.NorwoodParkEyeCenter.com

6107 N. Northwest Highway, Ste A, Chicago, Illinois 60631

Medicare, Vision, and Major Medical Insurances Accepted
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NUZZO SEWER & PLUMBING INC.
708-456-7300     Power Rodding     773-625-6280

All Sewer & Plumbing Repairs & Installation
Specializing in Flood Control • Correcting Low Water Pressure

Video Sewer & Locating Service

www.nuzzoplumbing.com
Lice. # 14636 Lic. # 055-024301

www.colonialfuneral.com

8025 W. Golf Road
Niles 

(847) 581-0536

6250 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago 

(773) 774-0366

      SKAJA TERRACE FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned Since 1926 • Pre-Need Arrangements & Cremations

7812 N. Milwaukee Ave., Niles • (847) 966-7302 
Mowimy Po Polsku 

www.skajafuneralhomes.com

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

FLOORING
All Floor Coverings

Carpet - Wood - Laminates - Ceramic - Vinyl
 6010 N. Northwest Hwy. 773-631-4193
 Chicago, IL 60631 www.oribrothersflooring.com

Servicing Businesses & Residents Of Cook, Dupage, Kane, 

Kendall, Lake, Mchenry & Will Counties

630.261.0400 | 773.626.5800 

#FloodBrothersDisposal

A Green Lifestyle Begins With The Irish

17 W 609 14th St • Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

FOR SOLID SMALL 
BUSINESS LENDING PROGRAMS 

Call Bruce Teresi  
US BANK Norwood Park,

773-594-2220

Donna Creighton 
Century 21 Affiliated Real Estate Broker 

Let me help with your real estate needs
dcreighton@21affiliated.com

773.332.2524
St. Thecla Parishioner 
and Eucharistic Minister 
for 25 years

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436



 
 
 

St. ELIZABETH OF THE TRINITY 
Through the Renew My Church process, St. Cornelius, St. Tarcissus and St. Thecla Parishes  
will be reconfiguring into one parish called St. Elizabeth of the Trinity Parish. As a result, Pope 
Francis Global Academy North Campus (already a combined school of St. Cornelius and St. 
Tarcissus) will be reconfigured into one school named for the new parish.  

 
It will be located at 6040 West Ardmore. 

 

It is an exciting time to be involved and to join our school! 

● Pre-K — 8th grade Catholic School 

● Focused on Faith, Academics and Service 

● Extended Day Program from 6:30-8 a.m. and again from 3-6 p.m. 

● Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4 with part-time and full-time options 

● Strong academics including Eureka Math, Schoolwide ELA 

● Spanish, Music, Art, Physical Education and Library 

● Integrated technology with Chromebooks, iPads and computer lab 

● Multiple extracurriculars, student organizations and clubs 

● Full sports programs at various grade levels 

● Virtual tours of the school available 

 

Please contact Kathy Collins at KathyCollinsAdmissions@gmail.com 

                                                        With questions or to set up a virtual tour.  

 
 
 

 


