December 16, 2018

Monday, December 17

8:00 AM

† Gene Digman

Tuesday, December 18

8:00 AM

† Ray Wall

Wednesday, December 19

8:15 AM

† Michael Finley Schmidley

Thursday, December 20

8:00 AM

In Thanksgiving
(Edenbrook)

10:30 AM
Friday, December 21
Saturday, December 22

8:00 AM

† Howard Bell

11:00 AM

† Louise Kieler (Park Place)
TLM

8:00 AM
4:00 PM

† Dale & Marion Whitaker

Sunday, December 23

9:00 AM

† Francis Faherty

Hispanic Misa

12 Noon

For the People of the Parish

Prayer Reflection
“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your
requests known to God.” PHILIPPIANS 4:6
St. Paul reminds us that our God is an abundant
God, the ultimate giver of gifts. He promises to
give us all that we need. When we trust that God will take care of
us, it is easier for us to share what we have been given.
St. Mary’s has had a Prayer Line for many years. If you would
like to join us, we have an email line and a phone line. Volunteers
pray for requests that have been called in. People requesting
prayer really appreciate them.
If interested call Delda at 348-6041.

Alone for Christmas —32nd Annual Free Christmas Dinner
Will you or your family be alone for Christmas? Several Platteville churches have joined together to serve a free turkey
dinner with all the trimmings at 12 noon on Christmas Day at St. Mary Catholic Church. Crafts and activities will be
available for children while adults socialize after dinner. Music and caroling will make the Christmas spirit come alive.
In town transportation for those in need and for shut-ins to have your meals delivered, call (608) 348- 9735 or
email info@saintmaryplatteville.com. After noon on Friday, December 21st call Joyce at (608) 330-1948.
Reservations are not needed. All are welcome.
Cash Donations: Make checks payable to “Alone for Christmas” and send to: St. Mary Parish, 130 West Cedar St., Platteville, WI 53818.
The sign up sheets are posted on the tables at the church entrances for pies, salads, cookies, workers, etc. please sign up.
With Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to the family of Julie (Wayne) Wodarz
whose father, John Richard, died Sunday, December 2.
Eternal rest grant on to him Oh Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon him. May he rest in peace.

Readings for the Week
Third Sunday of Advent
Zep 3:14-18a—Phil 4:4-7—Lk 3:10-18.
Monday: Gn 49:2, 8-10—Mt 1:1-17.
Tuesday: Jer 23:5-8—Mt 1:18-25.
Wednesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a—Lk 1:5-25.
Thursday: Is 7:10-14—Lk 1:26-38.
Friday: St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the
Church—Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a—Lk 1:39-45.
Saturday: 1 Sm 1:24-28—Lk 1:46-56.
4th Sunday of Advent
Mi 5:1-4a—Heb 10:5-10—Lk 1:39-45.

A special thank you to the Knights of Columbus for
sponsoring the 2019 parish calendars. They are on the
tables in back of church. Please pick one up for your family.

Prayer Line
Anyone requesting prayer may
call 348-6041. Please call in the
morning between 8am & 9am.
ST. MARY PARISH GIVING
December 9, 2018
Weekly Envelopes
$3,069.00
Offertory
$ 623.00
Weekly Average Electronic Funds $ 900.00
Thank you for your generosity!

Saturday, Dec. 22
4:00pm

Sunday, Dec. 23
9:00am

Altar Servers
CJ Straka
Volunteer

Carter Doan
Justin Doan
Henry Burns
Jack Burns

Lectors & Leader of Prayers
Sharlene Templin
John Seger
Jeanette Klaas
Deacon Bill Bussan
Deacon Bill Bussan
Sacristan: Connie McCabe
Rosary: Christine Del Priore

Karla Melssen
Joel Schaefer

Pastoral Articles
Catechism of the Catholic Church

Pastoral Council Column

Thanksgiving has arrived. Like many of you, I began the
day at Holy Mass to thank God for the many blessings He
has bestowed upon me. During his homily, the priest said
this day was to him more important than even Christmas. I
was initially taken aback wondering how a secular holiday
could be more important than the Solemnity of the
Nativity of our Lord Jesus, until I understood where he
was going with that. Essentially he went on to say that this
day provides a special opportunity to give thanks for
God’s bountiful gifts; especially that of the Holy Eucharist.
Though I understand the point he was making, I maintain
the coming of our Lord is more important because without
that ﬁrst Christmas, there would be no Eucharist, or
salvation for that ma"er.

On Our Knees and on Our Tongues

In the coming weeks, we will review what the Church
teaches us through the Catechism about the Sacrament of
the Most Holy Eucharist. The Real Presence of Jesus Christ
(Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity) in the Eucharist is a
central mystery of our faith. The word Eucharist comes
from the Greek word eucharistia which means
Thanksgiving.
I dare to say, there isn’t a person alive that can oﬀer
enough thanks for this most precious and marvelous gift of
the Eucharist, though it would be nice if we all tried. The
Eucharist is made available to us each and every day in the
Catholic Church, and is indeed a reason to give thanks, not
just on Thanksgiving, but on a daily basis.

The Magi, men of means and inﬂuence, on their knees
before the child, all thoughts of earthly power behind
them. Shepherds, heralded by angels, kneeling to get a
glimpse of God face to face. All creatures, high and low,
equally in awe at the arrival of our Creator.
We are they. Our approach to the Eucharist IS our
approach to God, and the way we approach is crucial to
our souls. The Eucharist, Jesus Christ, contradicts our
worldly selves and we, by our actions and disposition,
either allow Christ to enter or we hold Him at arm’s
distance: “Yes, Lord… but not entirely.”
Not everyone can kneel, but those who can and do signify
submission. No one on his knees is in full control, and by
kneeling we relinquish control and show that we believe
that Christ is the best possible ruler of our hearts.
Receiving on the tongue – challenging to our sense of selfsuﬃciency perhaps – signiﬁes our dependence on Christ
for everything, and particularly for salvation which we
cannot even begin to accomplish for ourselves. And if it all
seems a li"le awkward, remember that God became a
helpless infant for us. Can we not mirror Him in that?
We are designed – eyes, ears, minds, hearts – to know God.
It is no accident, then, that we have knees that can bend
before Him: “Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess.”
We really do not honor Christ with justice if we approach
Him as we would a mere symbol.
It is our human nature to say, “I’ll get on my knees when it
really is Jesus, but as long as it’s just Father handing out
Communion…” But the Eucharist is Christ Jesus, and He
oﬀers us literally everything there is.
Of course kneeling by itself is not going to make us holy.
But it reminds us who we are in relation to God. Let us
approach the Eucharist with the awe of shepherds and the
reverence of Magi, for the good of our souls and the
increase of the Kingdom. For what be"er way to show our
children and our neighbors our love for Christ than by
doing the unusual, the extraordinary, for Him?
Let us believe and act on our faith!
(Gregory Merrick chairs the St. Mary Pastoral Council.
He can be reached at gregory@saintmarypla"eville.com)

Sunday, December 16

8:00 AM
10:30 AM
6:00 PM

Julia Harbin (TLM)
Kevin McDonough
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Monday, December 17

6:30 AM

Julia Harbin (TLM)

Tuesday, December 18

6:30 AM

Melissa Cullen (TLM)

5:00 PM

† Bishop Robert Morlino

6:30 AM

Carol Thomas (TLM)

5:00 PM

Katelyn Stoeffler

6:30 AM

Hunter Smith (TLM)

5:00 PM

Kevin McDonough

6:30 AM

Katelyn Stoeffler (TLM)

5:00 PM

Kevin McDonough

8:00 AM

Carol Thomas (TLM)

10:30 AM

Katelyn Stoeffler

6:00 PM

For the People

Wednesday, December 19

Thursday, December 20

Friday, December 21

Sunday, December 23

PRIVATE RECONCILIATION
20 minutes before each Mass, and during the
10:30 am and 6:00 pm Sunday Masses.

COMUNIDAD HISPANA

HORARIO
Misa en español todos los DOMINGOS a las 12pm
3er Semana de Adviento
EDUCACIÓN RELIGIOSA
Conviértete al Señor y abandona tus pecados, suplica ante su
rostro y quita los obstáculos. Vuelve al Altísimo y apártate de la
injusticia, detesta de corazón la iniquidad. ¡Que grande es la
misericordia del Señor, y su perdón para los que se convierten a
El! Eclesiástico 17 25-26, 29
INFORMACIÓN DE CONTACTO:
Correo electrónico: catequesis@saintmaryplatteville.com

TREASURE: St. Augustine Parish Giving:
December 9, 2018
Weekly Envelopes
$175.00
Offertory
$327.00
MONEY COUNTERS:
December 16th—Ben Ballweg & Morris Schauff
December 23rd—Beth Ballweg & Mary Jo Hennessy
PRAYER:
Prayer Chain Network—If you have a prayer
request, please email Cindy Kruser at
tigerboy@centurytel.net.

(TLM)=Traditional Latin Mass
RCIA
Are you a Baptized Catholic, but haven’t received the Sacrament
of Confirmation? If so, St. Augustine will be offering RCIA classes
for students throughout the academic year to prepare individuals
for reception of the Sacraments of Initiation and full entrance into
the Catholic Church. If you are interested in learning more or
signing up, please contact Meg Hruz at 636-346-2461, or at
meg@pioneercatholic.org

TEC Retreat Coming to St. Dennis in Madison: The date
is December 28 (starts at noon on Friday)- 30 (ends 3:30 on
Sunday). The best Christmas present that you could ever give to
yourself!! TEC (Together Encountering Christ) is centered on the
Paschal Mystery of Christ. It is especially designed to help us
grow in our love for Christ and our Holy Catholic Church. It is an
amazing experience for the young at heart who are 15 years of
age or older. This is also a 'shout out' to those of you who have
already experienced a TEC retreat and would like to help with this
one. Fr. Randy Timmerman is the Spiritual Director. Brad Grobell
is the lay Director and can be reached at 810.278.1295
or brad.grobbel@sacred-hearts.org .
Applications and more information about TEC can be found at
www.MadisonDiocese.org/TEC or contacting Marie Lins at the
OEC at 608.821.3135.

This week at St. Mary’s
Sunday—SWAT Night (see article below).
Wednesday—Religious Education Classes.
Saturday—Set up for Alone for Christmas.

Please be considerate of private property driveways on Cedar
Street when attending Mass and other activities. There has been
a complaint of people parking and blocking our neighbor’s
driveway.

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE: Many volunteers have been asking if the pantry is outside or inside. All volunteers are able to help with food
sorting while staying INSIDE the school gym. The food is then loaded into carts and taken outside to the waiting patrons. The carts are
unloaded and returned to the gym where they are refilled and taken to another waiting patron outside. This new distribution method
worked very well in November. All volunteers who helped this day supported this new distribution method. We were able to serve 55
households in 25 minutes. Extra carts were filled for patrons who came later. In all, 96 households were served on November 16. Our
next food pantry is this Friday, December 21. The University students will be on break so other volunteers will be needed for this
date. If you have questions, please contact Diane at the office.
SCRIP Cards for the Holidays.
Order scrip gift cards for holiday shopping or as gifts. The scrip gift cards work the same as getting gift cards in the stores, except St.
Mary's earns a percent for selling them to you. We keep some major gift cards in stock but we can order many more. Stop into the
hospitality room after Mass or come to the parish office during the week to learn more or to place your order.
SWAT NIGHT
THIS SUNDAY- December 16th- SWAT NIGHT (Southwest
Wisconsin Area Teens) Christmas Party and Movie
Night!! We welcome all teens in 9th-12th grades to come
together for Faith, Friends, Food, and FUN!! We are starting 30
min early - 6:30p-8:30p for the showing of the movie Elf!! We will
have pizza, popcorn, Christmas cookies, hot chocolate, and pop!! Come
join us, wear your sweats/jammies, and bring a bag chair!!! This
event is being held in St. Mary School Youth Room.
Jamaica Building Material Collection
On 9-16 January and 16-23 January two groups of missionaries
from the Platteville and Cuba City faith communities will again go
to Jamaica to build and repair the homes of the very poor in the
Diocese of Mandeville. A special collection will be conducted
this weekend of 15/16 December. All of the money collected will
be used to buy building materials and supplies when the teams
are in Jamaica. Each participant pays for their own airfare, food
and lodging. Please place your check (addressed to St. Mary or
St. Augustine), or cash contribution, in an envelope clearly
marked “Jamaica Building Material Fund”. Thank you for your
prayers and generous support of the very poor in Jamaica!
Christ’s peace to you always, Deacon Bill
RCIA
The preparations for Christmas include buying or making gifts for
those whom we love. You can give no better gift than the gift that
God has given to us: his Son, Jesus. Invite someone who is not
Catholic to attend Mass with you at Christmas. For information
about the RCIA, please contact Fr. John Blewett at
jblewett@slsonline.org.
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SW WI CATHOLIC MEN—All men are welcome! Forward
Email to your Friends...
Our next conclave is Sunday, December 16 @ 7PM. @ St.
Mary’s Platteville
Our featured speaker is Deacon Bill Bussan
Deacon Bill graduated Saint Mary's grade school Galena Illinois
in 1964. Graduated Galena High School 1968. Graduated from
Loras College Dubuque Iowa 1972. 44 years as a salaried
employee of Deere & Company. Married 48 years to wife
Jeannie. Three sons, and three grandchildren. Ordained to the
permanent diaconate in 2004 and his current Ministry
assignment is at St Mary Platteville, St Rose Cuba City, Saint
Augustine Platteville, St Patrick's Benton. Deacon Bill's primary
focus is pastoral and liturgical assistance.
Our goal is to create a time that Catholic Men can get together
to expand our Faith and have a beverage.
Our Schedule:
7:00PM speaker - Fr. Deacon Bill Bussan
7:40PM adoration/prayer (Sacrament of Confession available if
needed)
8:20PM social
If you have any questions: Please contact Jacob
Rosemeyer. (732-2256, jacob@rosemeyermg.com)

Christmas Decoration Donation
Donation envelopes for Christmas flowers,
wreaths, etc. are on the table near the center
entrance of church. You may donate for the cost
of a specific item or any amount. The donation
may also be given as a memorial to a deceased
loved one. Be sure to include the name if the
donation is for a deceased loved one.
Please make your check to Council of Catholic Women (CCW).
Thank you for your great response every year!

Bulletin Deadline for Sunday, December 23 : is
Monday,December 17 10:00am.

