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A Gift 
Gift. 
 
Today we celebrate the greatest gift of all:  God Himself entering our world in human  
Form - to show us the path to love - mercy - and forgiveness.   
 
The gift of salvation. 
 
By now, in more than a few homes, gifts have been exchanged.  Wrapping paper is  
the new floor cover in the living room.  Many smiles and thank you’s have been  
exchanged. Perhaps even a tear was shed. 
 
And in that joy of giving, we discover what is most important.  That all we have is gift. 
 
Our health - our family and friends - our way of life.   
 
Our freedom to worship, as we choose - to uphold values of decency and justice -  
and the opportunity which each of us have, on this and every day, to touch the lives  
of another. 
 
The gift we celebrate at Christmas - Jesus - is not simply for today.  This gift is  
worthy of celebration every day. 
 
For the story recounted in today’s Gospel is goes to the core of who we are: 
grateful and grace-!lled disciples. 
 
There is only one present which we cannot live without:  the presence of Jesus  
Christ, the One who feels our heart; the one who is touchable, approachable,  
and reachable. 
 
It is this same God who inspires us to proclaim the Good News. 
  
And a fundamental part of proclaiming the Good News is found in our actions:   
especially in serving those in need.  So we share our blessings and gifts with the 
needy, the marginalized, the lonely and the forsaken.   
 
For the Good News was designed to comfort the afflicted 
and to afflict the comfortable.  We, therefore, go out into the 
world mindful of our brothers and sisters in pain: the frail, the 
sick, the mentally ill, the addicted, those who are losing 
hope.  And we bring the gift of hope to others.   
 
That is the heart of Christmas.   
 
All we have is gift. 
 
Let us share ours with others. 
 
And always remember:  God loves you! 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
Fr. Steven Henriksen, Pastor 
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The Na!vity of the Lord/December 25, 2020 
READINGS -  
First Reading: 
All the ends of the earth will behold 
the salva!on of our God. (Isaiah 52:10b) 
Psalm: 
All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God. (Psalms 98) 
Second Reading: 
When he had accomplished purifica!on from sins, 
he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high. (Hebrews 1:3b) 
Gospel: 
The Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us, 
and we saw his glory, 
the glory as of the Father’s only Son, 
full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 
 
Excerpts from the Lec!onary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English transla!on of Psalm Responses from Lec onary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna!onal Commission on English in the Liturgy Corpora!on. All 
rights reserved.  ©LPi 

 

Father Steven Henriksen, Pastor   
 shenriksen@stmichaellouisville.org 
Deacon Ken Carter 
 kcarter@stmichaellouisville.org 
Deacon Mark Kelley 
 mark.kelley@kelleyconstruc!on.com  

Chief Operating Officer   
Kelly Collard  kcollard@stmichaellouisville.org 
Dir of Worship/Asst. to the Pastor 
Dennis O’Donoghue   dodonoghue@stmichaellouisville.org 
Exec. Asst. to the Pastor/Director of Communications  
Sheryl Krieger  skrieger@stmichaellouisville.org 
Director of Religious Educations & Lifelong Learning   
Maureen Rogg  mrogg@stmichaellouisville.org 
Finance Admin. Asst.    
Michelle Donahue  mdonahue@stmichaellouisville.org 
Bookkeeper    
Rick Hohmann  rhohmann@stmichaellouisville.org 
Director of Youth Ministry  
Aaron Frazita  afrazita@stmichaellouisville.org 
Director of Facilities   
Jim Merriam  jmerriam@stmichaellouisville.org 
ESC Director    
Kristina Fehr  kfehr@stmichaellouisville.org 

PASTORAL STAFF 

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION 

PASTORAL TEAM 

Stacy Tacke$, Principal 
 stacke$@stmichaellouisville.org 
Kristyn Bowman, Asst. Principal  
 kbowman@stmichaellouisville.org 
Connie Fone, School Bus. Manager 
 cfone@stmichaellouisville.org 
Jamie Stepp, School Admin. Asst.  
 jstepp@stmichaellouisville.org 
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St. Michael the Archangel,  
defend us in ba"le, be our     

protec!on against the            
wickedness and snares of the 

devil.  May God rebuke him we 
humbly pray; and do thou, O 

Prince of the Heavenly host, by 
the power of God, cast into hell 
Satan and all the evil spirits who 
prowl about the world seeking 

the ruin of souls. 
~Amen  
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FRI     12/25 9:00 AM Robert Gronotte 
    Eileen Moss 
SAT     12/26 4:00 PM Pete & Bernice Marrillia 
SUND 12/27 8:00 AM Louis Wolz 
  10:00 AM Tony Freck 
TUES 12/29 8:15 AM People of the Parish  
WED 12/30 8:15 AM Gregg Thompson 
THU 12/31 8:15 AM Judy Shadowens 
FRI       01/01 9:00 AM Charlie Columbus 
SAT      01/02 4:00 PM People of the Parish 
SUND 01/03 8:00 AM Norma Krieger 
SUND 01/03 10:00 AM Charlie Columbus 

Mass Schedule for the Coming Week 
 

Sat., Dec. 26  Fr. Brandon DeToma   4:00pm 
Sun., Dec. 27  Fr. Lawrence Goodwin  8:00am 
Sun., Dec. 27  Fr. Lawrence Goodwin  10:00am  
Tue., Dec. 29  Fr. Ron Domhoff   8:15am 
Wed., Dec. 30  Fr. Ron Domhoff   8:15am 
Thu., Dec. 31  Fr. Brandon DeToma     3:00pm 
Frid., Jan. 1  Fr. Lawrence Goodwin 9:00am 
Sat., Jan. 2  Fr. Joe Graffis  4:00pm  
Sun., Jan. 3  Fr. Joe Graffis   8:00am  
Sun., Jan. 3  Fr. Joe Graffis  10:00am 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

FIRST READING 

All the ends of the earth will behold 
the salva!on of our God. (Isaiah 52:10b) 

 

PSALM 

All the ends of the earth have seen the saving 
power of God. (Psalms 98) 

 

SECOND READING 

When he had accomplished purifica!on from 
sins, he took his seat at the right hand of the  

Majesty on high. (Hebrews 1:3b) 
 

GOSPEL 

The Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us, 

and we saw his glory, 
the glory as of the Father’s only Son, 

full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 
 
 
 
 
Excerpts from the Lec!onary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English transla!on of Psalm Responses from Lec onary for Mass © 
1969, 1981, 1997, Interna!onal Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corpora!on. All rights reserved.  ©LPi 
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Hope for Today 
A Reflection 

 
With well over 250 Hope for Today messages “under my belt” since its inauguration in March, I am taking a 
moment to reflect upon the very title of the series. 
 
Hope for Today.   
 
Notice that these messages are not titled, “Hope for Tomorrow” or “Hope for the Next Week.”  I intentionally 
called these notes, “Hope for Today.” 
 
The “Big Crazy” has challenged all of us.  Whether in illness or quarantine resulting from the virus, or in the 
many consequences from the pandemic, the “Big Crazy” (a term which I wished I had copyrighted!) has been 
impactful. 
 
Today is all we have, a seemingly canned or corny notion to a few, I suppose.  And while there are many   
happenings which are out of our control, you and I have a daily (hourly?) choice to make in terms of our     
response.  Always with the grace of God, our reactions to those happenings can be positive or negative and 
often are somewhere in between. 
 
The series was intended to offer support for YOUR daily encounter with hope.  The notes have been         
constructed around a reflection upon the Readings of the Day with a dose of humor and irony added. 
 
Fortunately, the Readings are always profound in their meaning.  My use of humor sometimes falls a bit short! 
 
My editors, !rst Michael Raymer and now Sheryl Krieger, advise me that the Hope for Today series is sent to 
well over 1,000 electronic mailboxes.  If you are receiving the message today, consider yourself a subscriber! 
 
The series has also had an unintended result:  of introducing a pastor who agreed to a particular assignment 
(ST. MICHAEL’S!) for what turned out to a period of 8 months before the beginning of the Big Crazy.  Who 
knew (OK---God did!)? 
 
I am mindful that the Big Crazy is still with us even with the arrival of small stocks of a vaccine.  The            
aftershocks (economic, social, educational, and so on) will be with us for awhile. 
 
Let us !nd hope each day.  Whether in 
recalling our blessings (gratitude) or in 
accompanying those most impacted by 
the Big Crazy, hope is discovered.  
Whether experienced as individuals or 
families or in community working for the 
common good, hope is realized. 
 
In His Hope, 
 
Father Steven 
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If you are interested in participating in the "Soup and  Subscription" program for free, please drop a line to 
Sheryl Krieger at skrieger@stmichaellouisville.org 

Or if you would like to participate and  offer $78 for this yummy opportunity over six weeks, please drop a line 
and a check to Sheryl.  Pickups will be at St. Michael.  Times TBA. 

I enthusiastically endorse this initiative and have already made a commitment. 
~Fr. Steven 

Catholic Charities of Louisville, through its Common Table initiative, is  
offering a win/win/win situation.   
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In-Person Weekend Liturgy Attendance Up:  We are averaging 374 in-person          
participants (19 weeks of data) at our three weekend Masses. This number compares to a 
baseline of 250 over 4 Masses experienced at the “reopening” on May 23-24.             
Attendance at the 10am Mass has continued to climb.  The baseline-to-the new average 
increase is nearly 70%. 

School Ministry Enrollment:  We presently enroll 557 JK-8th grade students, plus 78 Pre-schoolers, which 
exceeds our budgeted enrollment target.  In the first quarter, 10% of our children received instruction via NTI.  
The requested number for the second was  5%.  For the period beginning November 30 and continuing 
through January 8, all students will receive NTI  instruction. 

Sacraments:  Over the last three months, we have baptized 29 young ones with an additional 2 planned for 
next weekend (I do not have a benchmark for comparative purposes, at this moment).  We also offered First 
Holy Communion to 75 children at special Masses held this fall.  Opportunities for the Sacrament of         
Confirmation are just around the corner (at special Masses on January 17, 24, and 31) and 75 young people 
are expected to engage in this important sacrament. 

Social Outreach:  The Thanksgiving collection drive was hugely successful and an estimated 200+        
households will be offered a meal as a result of donated generosity.  Project Hope, inaugurated early in the 
pandemic, has delivered over 500 individual “goodie bags” since its inception.  We have also maintained our 
commitment to assisting those in need including monetary or material donations to our friends at JAM, Sister 
Visitors’ Center and Hildegard House, among others.   

Music and Worship:  The average number of “views” for our streaming of a Sunday Mass has remained       
constant at 400.  Our innovative worship ministry has also established a series of “Musical Moments” videos 
which have received amazing feedback.  While restrictions have been 
imposed upon vocal singing, we have been blessed with the sharing 
of the musical gifts of a committed core of instrumentalists and    
cantors. 

Youth Ministry:  Our exceptional youth ministry program was      
recently highlighted in The Record.  In-person programs, on-line   
approaches to catechesis, and service opportunities represent the tip 
of the iceberg of success here. 

Child Care (ESC):  We presently serve over 100 children in one or 
more of our ESC programs.  From the “cradle room” to the “cry 
room”, the ESC has been able to maintain and expand (with          
renovations to facilities) its reach.   

Finance, Operations and Administration:  Our parish stewardship 
drive is ongoing but already we have received over 100 stewardship 
forms (compared to the same period a year ago) from parishioners 
offering time, talent and treasure gifts to St. Michael’s.  Our new 
Chief Operating Officer, Ms. Kelly Collard, has been instrumental in 
keeping the “business of church” on track. 

Good News - Around the Parish 
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O ur school's slogan is its calling card to the outside world: it's how we're iden-
tified and  remembered.  Branding helps us create a personality that aligns 

with our core purpose. We want to represent our school in a way that conveys pride, values, and prestige for 
our enrolled families, as well as a strong first impression on our prospective families.  We have chosen the 

#FamilyHonorFaith as our social media slogan.  Here is a little insight of what we think of when we hear 

these words and use this slogan.     

Family 

Family is the single most important influence in a child's life. From their first moments of life, children      
depend on parents and family to protect them and provide for their needs. Parents and family form a child's 
first relationships.  A school community is an extension of that family, whereas the staff supports children 
who continue to learn, grow, and develop.  Strong relationships among the stakeholders of our children is 

one thing we all value tremendously. The St. Michael Family is like branches on a tree; we grow in different 
directions yet our roots remain as one.  

Honor 

Honor for many means doing the right thing to represent yourself, your family, and your community. Words 
and actions are powerful, and when you are viewed as honorable, people trust that you mean what you say 

and that you are forthright in the actions you are taking.  Honor helps define who you are as a person, while 
serving as a guiding light for your growth and character.  An honorable person respects all sorts of               

relationships, including those with family members, friends, and others. As we lean toward developing our 
culture of honor, first in our lives and then in our areas of influence, we will directly be honoring God. 

Faith 

Faith isn't just a notion that some people hold onto in tough times; faith is an important element to all      
human life on earth.  Faith is what helps to get us through, illuminating the pathway in times of darkness, 
and helping to give us strength in times of weakness. Faith is an expression of hope for something better. 
Faith is a belief based in our hearts. Faith is one human characteristic that does not allow for compromise. 

Those that do possess faith generally lead blessed, fun-filled lives, despite the various trials and tribulations 
encountered along the way. They are usually successful yet grounded in the principles of life, thus inspiring 

others to have faith and improve their own lives. 

“Now faith is the full assurance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1  

Join us in using #FamilyHonorFaith as we share our St. Michael community experiences.  

ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
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Just for Fun Fridays are back! Our popular program that started in March will continue this Friday.  Join us 
for trivia and fellowship and prizes! 
 
Girls Book Club is back and continues this weekend! Over winter break, we will be meeting online once 
again for a five week book club on Sunday nights to talk about Go Bravely by Emily Wilson.  Even if this is 
your first week, we encourage you to join us! 
 
Sign Ups are now out for our Spring High School Bible Study.  We will be making our way through the  
book of Exodus.   
 
Spring 2021 Project Hope Information is now out.  Join us as we pack and deliver bags and spread hope to 
those in our community.  You can sign up for any of our Project Hope days by following this link:   
https://stmichaelchurchlouisville.weshareonline.org/ 
JR. HIGH MINISTRY 
(For 7th and 8th grade students) 
 
Jr. High Bible Study finished up this Wednesday for 2020 from 3-5 pm on Zoom.  All 7th and 8th graders  
are invited to join us as we continue to make our way through the Gospels. Sign ups are now out for our 
spring  jr. high Spring Bible study as well which will begin January 20th.  
 
Just for Fun Fridays  
 
Jr. High Lock-In will be this January 15-16th in the Youth Center.  Space will be limited due to Co-vid.  Sign 
up now online and join us for games, prayer, midnight pizza and ice cream sundaes at 3 am! 
 
Spring 2021 Project Hope Information is now out.  Join us as we pack and deliver bags and spread hope to 
those in our community.  You can sign up for any of our Project Hope days by 
https://stmichaelchurchlouisville.weshareonline.org/ 

HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY 

Kentucky

CatholicMatch.com/KY
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Jefferson • 9318 Taylorsville Rd. 
502-266-9655 

“Family Owned & Operated”
 David L. Owen Pam Owen 
 Rachel Barr  Toby L. Larkins

www.owenfuneralhome.com

 

 

Providing comfort 
and service to families 

since 1864.
------------------------------------------------------------------

3711 Lexington Rd. • St. Matthews 
893-3644

12900 Shelbyville, Rd. • Middleton 
244-3305

WESTPHAL 
CONSTRUCTION
Lee Westphal 

Parishioner
502-664-3535502-664-3535

Siding - Replacement Windows - Gutters - Roofing

JESSICA LEISL 
  REALTOR®  • PARISHIONER

502.794.1322

jleisl@kyselectproperties.com 
www.kyselectproperties.com

Interior Design • Furniture • Fabrics • Lighting  
Cabinetry • Accessories • Flooring

301 Lanai Court, Louisville KY 40245 
Phone: 502-384-5966 • Lisa@lisalynndesigns.com • lisalynndesignsllc.com

1350 Belmar Dr. • agglass.com
502-479-0206

Custom Shower Enclosures • Mirrors
Art Glass Panels • Closet Shelving
Residential & Commercial Glass

General Family, Cosmetic 
and Implant Dentistry

Dr. Aaron Berger & Family 
491-0330   bergersmiles.com 
2831 S. Hurstbourne Pkwy.

Nick Moser, Parishioner 
502-241-1124 

oldhamcollision.com

Brian D. Helm, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor/Parishioner

6287 Taylorsville Rd., Ste. 202 • Fisherville, KY 40023 
502-477-0900 

brian.helm@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Robin Johnson 
724-0067 

robinjohnson1961@gmail.com

Lori Elliott • 544-1047 
                         foursweet1s@gmail.com           Parishionerswww.mayerrealtors.com

Dr. Jenna Schulten 
502-897-0625

3934 Dutchmans Lane, Louisville, KY 40207 
www.dupontpediatricdentistry.com

The Conley Family, Parishioners 

4542 Taylorsville Rd. 
495-0100

& RENTAL CENTER
9608 Taylorsville Rd. 

Jeffersontown 
502-267-5555 
Ben Smith, Owner 

www.DierufHardware.com 
Hrs: M-Sat 7:30-7, Sun 10-5

• Equipment Rental 
• Propane Refill 
• Window Repair 
• Valspar Paint 
• Keys Cut

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1946

Celebrating 70 Years of  
Legendary Quality Service!

Three Locations to  
Better Serve You: 

Middletown • 254-2481 
Poplar Level • 966-2226 
Cane Run • 778-5578
www.senns.com Bobby Lee, Parishioner                   935-1130
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12314 Shelbyville Rd. 502-244-8606 • 1200 Gardiner Ln. 502-451-2600

Designers On Staff     FREEFREE In Home Estimates 
kinnairdsflooring.com

GE Appliances & More.... All Appliances Come With a One Year GE Warranty 
825 Eastern Blvd., Clarksville, IN • 812-941-5126       Parishioners

SITEWORK - CONCRETE - UTILITY CONSTRUCTION
Wayne & Sylvia Gilezan, Parishioners

502-245-8935 
adpave.com

COMMERCIAL 
RESIDENTIAL

Tonia Landherr 
Parishioner

www.1st ChoiceInsulation.com802-9730 • 964-3503

Locally Owned & Operated since 1974 
Wayne Lyons 

 
10312 Taylorsville Road • 502-267-8571

GE • Maytag 
Amana • Whirlpool 

Jenn-Air
chenowethappliances.com

The Mangeot 
Insurance Agency
Dan Mangeot, owner, Parishioner 
(502) 454-0082

©2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

Proudly keeping
St. Michael
Families 
in Good Hands

COMMERCIAL,  
RESIDENTIAL 

 AND GUTTERING

968-2009 | highlandroofing.com
Joe Pappalardo MD, FAAP 
Debbie Wallace MD, FAAP 

Mari Knights MD, FAAP 
Sally Diebold, FAAP 

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

www.louisvillepeds.com
261-7227

Buschermohle & Company, CPAs
Tax, Payroll and Accounting SOLUTIONS 

For Businesses & Individuals 
8900 Greeneway Commons Place, Ste. 100 

502-585-2184   www.bccpas.com   Parishioners

Day & Evening Hours by Appointment
Serving J-Town and the Surrounding Areas 

 

SCHARFENBERGER FAMILY DENTISTRY, PSC 
COMPLETE ORAL CARE 

9706 Taylorsville Road, Louisville          502-267-0546 
www.j-towndentistryky.com

Justin P. Gooch 
Attorney At Law 

502-568-9000 
jgooch@schulerlawoffice.com

Patty V. Patty V. Thompson, D.M.D.Thompson, D.M.D.
Family & Cosmetic DentistryFamily & Cosmetic Dentistry
4906 Bardstown Rd., Ste. 103,4906 Bardstown Rd., Ste. 103,

LouisvilleLouisville

502-499-0884502-499-0884
Office HOurs By AppOintmentOffice HOurs By AppOintment

Steve’s Shop, Inc.
Over 30 Years Auto Repair Experience

Steve & Nick Elliott, Owners 
502.664.0527

2811 Patti Lane 
Jeffersontown, KY 40299 

stevescarshop@gmail.com
“If your car’s gonna heave . . .call steve!”

Let our family care for yours.

 
Dr. Nicole Strecker         Dr. Tony Karem         Dr. Spencer Idstein
Accepting New Adult & Pediatric Patients 

502.241.6567
7101 W. Highway 22 
Crestwood, KY 40014
www.impadocs.com

Compliments of

Chris Parsons Agency
10300 Brookridge Blvd., Ste. 103 

502-239-5054
Chris@ParsonsInsuranceNetwork.com 
www.ChrisParsonsInsurance.com

New, low rates 
right around 
the corner.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
Bloomington, IL 
2001145

Jeff J Kleier, Agent
10333 Linn Station Road 
Louisville, KY  40223
Bus: 502-882-1855
jeff.kleier.d00w@statefarm.com

Here’s the deal, Louisville. 
State Farm® has new, lower auto 
rates right in your neighborhood. 
Save more cash with the real deal. 
Call me today for a quote.

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.®

 12613 Taylorsville Rd.
Frank & Marcie 
Kapfhammer 
Parishioners

Order 
Online

Tammy E. Graham-Fortune, DMD 
Parishioner

9001 Galene Dr.
(6 Mile Lane at Stonybrook)

502-267-8176
fortunedentalcenter.com

Children & Adults Welcome

Experts in Vision,
Exceptional Care

3701 Hopewell Rd. #900

502-398-3937 • BowersoxVisionCenter.com

Bill Reilly 
Independent Agent/Parishioner
All Lines of Insurance

502-736-4082 
breilly@louisvilleins.com 

11828 Ransum Drive

 

               SINCE 1864

Funeral Home  
& Crematory

3800 Bardstown Rd. 
459-3800

10600 Taylorsville Rd. 
267-5461

 
www.Ratterman.com

Contact Timothy Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568


