
HOLY MASS 

Saturdays | 4:30 PM 

Sundays | 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

Weekdays 

Tuesday | 6:30 PM 

(Mass & St. Joseph  

& St. Jude prayers) 

Wednesday - Friday | 6:45 AM 

FIRST FRIDAY 

Adoration | 2:00 PM 

Benediction | 5:15 PM 

Mass | 5:30 PM 

SECOND SATURDAY 

8:00 AM  

(Healing Mass) 

THIRD SATURDAY 

7:30 AM 

(Men of St. Joseph) 

HOLY DAYS 

Schedule Varies.  

Consult bulletin or call rectory. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday | 3:30 - 4:15 PM 

Sunday | 7:30 - 7:45 AM 

Anointing of the Sick 

Call the rectory to schedule  

an appointment. 

PARISH STAFF 

Monsignor William McGhee, Pastor 

Deacon Gerry Bach 

Deacon Jim Law 

Mary Zeveski, Business Manager 

Sandy Cange, O9ce Assistant 

 

CONTACT US 

 1910 West Belle St. 

Belleville, IL 62226 

Phone: 233-3813  |  Fax: 233-3946 

staparish@stasaints.org 

www.stasaints.org 

Like us on Facebook at 

St. Augustine of Canterbury Church 

NOTRE DAME ACADEMY 

Cathedral School Campus (Preschool - 8th Grade) 

200 South Second Street Belleville, IL 62220 

Phone: 233-6414  |  www.notredamebelleville.org 

Mrs. Linda Hobbs, School Principal 

Before and after school care is available. 

FAMILY FAITH  

FORMATION CENTER 

1900 West Belle Street 

Belleville, IL 62226 

Parish School of Religion: 234-4958 

RCIA: 233-3813 

ALTHOFF CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

5401 West Main Street, Belleville, IL 62226 

Phone: 618-235-1100  |  Fax: 618-235-9535 

www.althoffcatholic.org 

Mr. David Harris, School Principal 

dharris@althoffcatholic.org 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2020  



PARISH NEWS & HAPPENINGS 

Dear Parish Family of St. Augustine, 

 

PRAYERS:  in this time of restriction, we 

continue to pray “with and for“ one another 

from our “domestic churches---our 

homes”.  We long for the time when we can 

again gather together to celebrate the 

Mass.  We will post “online” the Mass for this 

coming Sunday on the parish website, 

YouTube, and Facebook page…..MAY THE 

LORD BE WITH US IN THIS TIME OF PRAYER, 

PENANCE AND CHARITY. 

 

May the Lord bless us all. 

Fr. Bill 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Please pray for the repose of the soul 

of the recently deceased: 

 

Robert Droesch  

Also, please keep his family in your prayers. 

Keep in touch! 

Keep up on the latest news by  

visiting our web page 

(stasaints.org), 

 Facebook page  

(St. Augustine of Canterbury 

Church)  

and signing up for the Sunday bul-

letin delivered to your email inbox 

through parishesonline.org.  

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

In the interest of maintaining your 

health and ours, please help us lim-

it the amount of foot tra$c in the 

parish o$ce. Sta$ng levels and 

hours change each day in this time 

of uncertainty. The o$ce contin-

ues to be closed every Wednesday. 

 

�� We will return phone messages 

and respond to emails regular-

ly. 

�� The Food Pantry is our only 

“essential business” at this 

time, being maintained by 

those in the o$ce. 

�� No Mass intentions are being 

accepted until further notice.  

�� We do appreciate all who re-

member that your Sunday of-

fering is still needed. Online 

giving and mailing your contri-

butions are encouraged and 

strongly preferred.  

�� If you feel you must come to 

the parish o$ce, please call in 

advance to make sure some-

one is there to help you. To-

gether we will work out how 

best to address your needs 

while limiting in-person con-

tact. 

�� Dropping off food pantry 

items—again, please call ahead 

for instructions. 

 

Thank You! 

Readings for 5

th

 Sunday of Lent:   

Ezekiel 37: 12-14    Psalm 130 

Romans 8: 8-11   Gospel John 11:1-45 

 

Homily for the 5

th

 Sunday of Lent    

God bless us all through this time of continued restriction and anxiety over the threat of the 

coronavirus. 

 

As “domestic church” we gather “at home” to pray with and for one another, longing for the day 

when we can again pray together as “church family” at Mass! All of this has taught us all how 

great a gift the Mass, the Eucharist, our lives together as believers really means!    

 

In its own way, this Lent has been a “purification” for us and for the Church and the world, to 

really look into our lives and see what we need to let go of in life so we can be closer to Jesus! 

 

So, the Readings for the 5

th

 Sunday of Lent are a real gift to us in this time of “purification”, 

anxiety and restriction. 

 

The Gospels of these last Sundays have shown Jesus’ power over spiritual illness, i.e. SIN (as 

Jesus meets the woman at the well); Jesus’ power over physical illness, i.e. BLINDNESS (the 

man born blind); and this Sunday Jesus’ power over DEATH itself…(the raising of Lazarus from 

the dead.) 

 

So in all we face at this present time, we cannot fail if we put our trust in Jesus our Sav-

ior….He will grant us forgiveness of our sins; He will help us to cope with physical illness of any 

type, including the coronavirus, and bring us healing for the sake of our salvation, and even 

when we have to face death itself we need not fear because Jesus is more power than death 

itself. 

 

Soon we will celebrate that Jesus Himself, Who endures suffering and death for our sake so 

that our sins could be forgiven, rose from the dead to offer us eternal life!  In the uncertainty 

and anxiety of this present time, let us place our total trust in Him alone! 

 

And in this time:  let us remember to pray for all of our parish family, especially those dealing 

with sickness at this time or any time; as well as pray for those throughout the world suffering 

from the coronavirus; for all those in medical care for the seriously ill from the virus and other 

diseases; for all who work in supplying food at our grocery stores; for all first responders for 

all they do to help everyone in a very stressful time. 

 

On behalf of myself, Fr. Bill, Deacon Gerry & Ann, Deacon Jim & Brenda and all Parish Staff: 

MAY GOD BLESS US ALL! 

 

Fr. Bill  



PARISH NEWS & HAPPENINGS 

Feast Day-April 2 

Francis of Paola was a 

man who deeply loved 

contemplative 

solitude and wished 

only to be the “least in 

the household of God.” 

Yet, when the Church called him to 

active service in the world, he became 

a miracle-worker and influenced the 

course of nations. 

     After accompanying his parents on a 

pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi, he 

began to live as a contemplative hermit 

in a remote cave near Paola, on Italy’s 

southern seacoast. Before he was 20, 

he received the first followers who had 

come to imitate his way of life. 

Seventeen years later, when his 

disciples had grown in number, Francis 

established a Rule for his austere 

community and sought Church 

approval. This was the founding of the 

Hermits of St. Francis of Assisi, who 

were approved by the Holy See in 1474. 

     In 1492, Francis changed the name of 

his community to “Minims” because he 

wanted them to be known as the least 

(minimi) in the household of God. 

Humility was to be the hallmark of the 

brothers as it had been in Francis’s 

personal life. Besides the vows of 

poverty, chastity and obedience, 

Francis enjoined upon his followers the 

fourth obligation of a perpetual Lenten 

fast. He felt that heroic mortification 

was necessary as a means for spiritual 

growth. 

     It was Francis’s desire to be a 

contemplative hermit, yet he believed 

that God was calling him to the 

apostolic life. He began to use the gifts 

he had received, such as the gifts of 

miracles and prophecy, to minister to 

the people of God. A defender of the 

poor and oppressed, Francis incurred 

the wrath of King Ferdinand of Naples 

for the admonitions he directed toward 

the king and his sons. 

     Following the request of Pope Sixtus 

IV, Francis traveled to Paris to help 

Louis XI of France prepare for his 

death. While ministering to the king, 

Francis was able to influence the 

course of national politics. He helped to 

restore peace between France and 

Brittany by advising a marriage 

between the ruling families, and 

between France and Spain by 

persuading Louis XI to return some 

disputed land. 

     Francis died while at the French 

court. —franciscanmedia.org 

The Parishes’ School of Religion continues 

to be closed until further notice. We have 

asked all teachers in the program to send 

home materials by e-mail or regular mail.  

This is a great way to keep our students 

learning about their faith, loving their faith 

and living their faith, especially in their 

own families. Please check your e-mails 

regularly to see what your child’s teacher 

may be sending. This opportunity to be 

together as families is a blessing.  It gives 

you more time to be with your children and 

to help them to learn and pray during these 

di9cult times.  God is with us and loves us. 

 

As you probably know, Bishop Braxton is 

directing all pastors to suspend all public 

celebrations of the Eucharist in the 

Diocese of Belleville.  This directive will 

remain in effect until personally rescinded 

or changed by the Bishop.  During this time 

with no public Masses, let us take time as a 

family to watch the Mass on our computer 

at https://www.wordonfire.org/

dailymass/  OR Catholic TV at https://

www.catholictv.org. 

 

Let us pray for each other every day.  You 

are definitely in our prayers. 

 

Sister Theresa Markus, S.S.N.D. 

Sister Carol Markus, S.S.N.D. 

Co-coordinators of the Parishes’ School of 

Religion 

 

PARISHES’ SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

NOTRE DAME ACADEMY 

Our teachers and students have been in 

touch daily about their education.  Our 

teachers have been in contact with their 

students by using various programs 

online.  Students receive daily messages 

and assignments from their teachers.   

 

Education continues at Notre Dame 

Academy.  We also continue to pray for all 

those that are affected by COVID-19.   

 

Linda Hobbs  

Principal 

Respect Life Corner-“Lazarus, come out!”   

In John’s gospel, Jesus is adamant that Lazarus, 

though dead, is capable through a divine mira-

cle, to simply get up and walk out of the 

tomb.  Pope Francis writes to us that we too can 

get up and walk away from sin; from the part of 

us that is dead due to sin.  He invites us this 

week to look at our lives and search out the 

“dead parts of our soul” so that we too may rise 

like Lazarus and live in God’s love.  Learn, Act, 

Connect and Pray- As we think about these 

readings that tie so well to the Resurrection of 

Jesus, we ask the Lord for grace to rise from our 

sins, “to come out of our tombs” and to follow 

Christ.  How can we share this message of hope 

and new birth with refugees, those facing a cri-

sis pregnancy, the forgotten, the sick and the 

lonely? Remember that it is up to all of us to dig-

nify and enhance life in all its stages and situa-

tions.  Reach out to neighbors who are also shel-

tering in place and see if they need any-

thing.  Does a mom who can’t work due to the 

shutdown need diapers for her baby? Go and 

share the good news today! 



BITS AND PIECES 

PARISH INFORMATION 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US! 

 

Please drop this form into the collection basket. The Parish O9ce will then contact you 

and mail you a registration form. 

I/we would like to become members of St. Augustine’s Parish: 

Name _________________________________________________________________________  

Address _______________________________________________________________________  

Phone _________________________________________________________________________  

WEEKLY OFFERING 

March 15, 2020 

Sunday Envelopes ............... $590.00 

Loose Collection ....................... $.00 

Online Giving ....................... $405.00 

Total ................................... $995.00  

Candles ................................. $34.00 

Food Pantry  ........................ $660.00 

Easter Altar Flowers .............. $70.00 

Family Faith Building ............ $125.00 

CSMA ..................................... $310.00 

Sister Parish ............................ $10.00 

Catholic Relief Services ......... $90.00 

 

Thank you for mailing your envelopes 

and giving online through We Share 

which can be accessed through the 

parish web site—stasaints.org. Scroll 

down to Online Giving. 

 

Remember SVDP, Catholic Urban 

Programs, and other Catholic charities 

in your Lenten almsgiving as they 

support our brothers and sisters in 

uncertain times.  

The 6 Characteristics of an Everyday Stewardship for Lent – Committed 

 

I remember Jim Valvano, Jimmy V to many, saying the iconic words, “Don’t 

give up; you can never give up.” The former coach of the NC State men’s 

basketball team was dying of cancer, yet he refused to throw in the towel 

and give in to his disease. His words exemplified the best of the human 

spirit we all share. Sometimes, living out those words seem much more 

di9cult than saying them.  

 

These words are also important for our faith life. The life Jesus calls us to is 

not easy. When working toward a life of greater generosity and surrender of 

all to God, we are prone to fall flat on our face many times. We are not called 

to this life only when we are strong. It is how we respond when times are 

the most di9cult that truly defines us as disciples and stewards. The world 

may think we are down for the count, but rising again gives testimony that 

in Christ we are stronger. 

 

Commitment takes a willingness to do the things needed to get stronger 

and build our spiritual muscles. We cannot expect to find success in the 

spiritual life unless we continue to work on our resolve and grow in our 

knowledge of the faith. A marathon runner would never be able to make it 

to the finish line unless they have trained and prepared in advance. We 

must work hard to stay the course and prepare for the race at hand. No 

matter what this life may have in store for us, we are called to not give up. 

God will never give up on us.  

 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS       LPi 

FREE ACCESS TO PRAYER RESOURCES AND MORE 

 

Looking for a little extra prayer material this Lent? The following organizations are 

providing free access during the time of suspension of public Mass due to COVID-19 

health concerns: 

 

Magnificat—online and app at https://us.magnificat.net/free  

 

FORMED — free to everyone for the next 40 days (beginning 3/21). Sign up today and 

get immediate access to the best Catholic movies, faith formation videos, audio 

talks, and great children’s videos.  https://formed.org/faithathome  



PRAYER & WORSHIP 

MASS INTENTIONS 

While the public celebration of Mass has been suspended, 

rest assured you are being prayed for at every private Mass 

Father Bill offers. The intention of all Masses beginning 

March 20th is “for the people” and will continue to be so 

until Bishop Braxton directs that public Mass can be 

resumed.  

 

Intentions which had been scheduled during this time 

period will still be offered at a later date. Please watch 

future bulletins to see when your intention will be 

rescheduled. Unfortunately, we can not take requests for 

specific dates or times but will bear in mind your original 

requests as we reschedule. 

 

No new Mass intentions will be accepted in the o*ce until 

further notice to allow time for these requests to be 

rescheduled when public celebration of Mass resumes. 

 

Thank you for your patience during this time. 

 Also, please pray for our men and women in the service: 

Adam T. 

Allison S. 

Almie G. 

Art V. 

Ashley C. 

Baby Taytum 

Becky B. 

Becky S. 

Ben K. 

Bill H. 

Bill M. 

Bill W. 

Billy D. 

Bob S. 

Bobby C. 

Bonnie S. 

Brenda W. 

Brian M. 

Carla D. 

Carnel B. 

Casey D. 

Cassandra D. 

Cathy K. 

Cecilia M. 

Chris S. 

Christian L.  

Cindy C. 

C.J. 

Cookie M. 

David B. 

David D. 

Deacon Gerry 

Dennis C. 

Dennis F. 

Dennis G. 

Dennis S. 

Dennis Y. 

Dianne H. 

Don W. 

Doug 

Dustin H. 

Elsie W. 

Fernando C. 

Gabe T. 

Gary S. 

Gio F. 

Gregory S. 

Heather B. 

James M. 

 Janet N. 

Janice B. 

Jason G. 

Jeanine H. 

Jerry S. 

Jill K. 

Jim D. 

Joan M. 

Joe T. 

Jordon S. 

Joshua H. 

Judy B. 

Julie G. 

Juli S.  

Kailene C. 

Karen D. 

Karen H. 

Kathleen F. 

Kathy D. 

Kathy F. 

Kathy H. 

Kaye S. 

Kris A. 

Kristy 

Laura N. 

Laurie S. 

Leontine R. 

Les W. 

Linda W. 

Lisa G. 

Lisa L. 

Lucy L. 

Luke N. 

Lynn R. 

Lynn W. 

Marianne M. 

Mark T. 

Marsha M. 

Mateo C. 

Maureen A. 

Mel S. 

Meredith H. 

Michelle S. 

Michelle W. 

Mike C. 

Natalie B. 

Nick B. 

Nikki T. 

Odessa B. 

Ora T. 

Pam S. 

Pamela N.  

Patricia L. 

Peggy L. 

Peter S. 

RaeAnne T. 

Ray A. 

Roger K. 

Roscoe W. 

Ryan S. 

Sam C. 

Shari C. 

Sharon S. 

Sheila M. 

Shirley B. 

Stephanie K. 

Steve C. 

Steven K. 

Tara N. 

Teresa S. 

Terrence S. 

Thomia M. 

Tim N. 

Todd S. 

Tonya L. 

Tristan N-L. 

Vince B. 

Wendy S. 

  

 Please keep all who are ill in your thoughts and prayers,  

especially those below and their families: 

To add names to the Prayer List, please contact Karen 

Goetz by email at karen.goetz@rd.nestle.com or phone at 

618-789-1076.  Names will be published for 4 weeks unless 

we are notified to retain them for an additional amount of 

time. 

Adam 

Brian 

James B. 

Jeremy W. 

DeAndre 

Jimmy C. 

Chaz F. 

Shawn M. 

Matt B. 

Derek B. 

Fr. Paul H. 

Jonathan P. 

Josh J. 

Quinton G. 

John K. 

Juno D. 

Connor F. 

Justin 

Jon V. 

Brett B. 

Nicholas 

Rebecca 

Robert 

Nathan S. 

Brian B. 

Noah L. 

Matthew K. 

Jacob H. 

Katlyn K. 

Adam M. 

Readings for the week of March 29, 2020 

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-

3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/Jn 8:1-11 

Tuesday:  Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/Jn 8:21-30 

Wednesday:  Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/Jn 

8:31-42 

Thursday:  Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Jn 8:51-59 

Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 [cf. 7]/Jn 

10:31-42 

Saturday:  Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/Jn 

11:45-56    

Next Sunday:  Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23

-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or 27:11-54 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

We face death every day. Whether it comes with the actual 

death of someone we love (or someone we don’t even 

know), a failed relationship, the loss of a job, a broken 

dream, or pondering our own mortality, death is always 

around us. What does death say to us? What we believe 

about our death experiences is going to say volumes about 

how we live our lives. Jesus comes to us today just as he 

did many years ago to people who were struggling with loss 

and death and wondering what to do. He calls us out of our 

tombs, where we have been closed up in fear and despair, 

and shouts, “Come out!” Jesus leads us out of death and 

gives us hope. There is always hope. There is always trans-

formation. Although we may not always see where the road 

of life is taking us or see God’s presence with us on our 

journey, we will be brought to a new place and be given new 

life. Walk with God and listen to Him call you. Tomorrow, 

there awaits another surprise. 
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FUNERAL HOMES

233-5400
Family Owned
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