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Advent 2021

Do you ever feel that Advent is too short? Just not enough time to ab-
sorb the rich themes of the season? Too much rushing around and before 
you know it Christmas is here.  Or perhaps you’re one of those who feel 
that the holiday has gone on long enough. The tree went up the day after 
Thanksgiving – or earlier – so after the presents are opened and the dinner 
is eaten the tree comes down and Christmas concludes. 

All the energy was spent in the anticipation; when the event itself actu-
ally begins (Christmas ends on Epiphany, remember). For so many, Advent 
– that distinct season of preparation – gets swallowed up by what it is in-
tended to prepare for.

Advent has so much to offer to us. It instructs; it enriches; it stimulates. It 
points us to the God of love who sends his Son into the world that the world 
might be saved.

Jesus is Emmanuel – God with Us! All Jesus wants from us by His coming 
is a relationship. However, we are the ones who make it more complicat-
ed than it has to be, present company included.

My prayer for each of you this Advent is that you will not neglect this 
wonderful opportunity to build on your relationship with Jesus. Deepen your 
appreciation of what God has done and is doing still this day. Listen to the 
Scripture's words of consolation and encouragement as well as those of 
challenge or correction. Unite your heart to Jesus’ mercy and love for you 
in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Participate in one of the relationship 
building programs that St. Paul the Apostle will be offering during this Ad-
vent Season, and of course, take the time to pray each day.

It is so easy to get overwhelmed, lost in the noise of our modern way of 
observing "the Christmas season". This year, let your Christmas – indeed, 
your whole spiritual life – be deepened and enriched by what you do 
these next few weeks of Advent. Make use of them to prepare to receive 
again the King of Kings who is coming into the world!

Peace,

Fr. Bruce DeRammelaere, Pastor
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God is Always With Us

God makes the first move and has already been working on it - usually 
longer than we realize too.  God is the one that sends the angel Gabriel to 
Mary.  This is always the first movement.  It’s always God who makes the 
first move, constantly pursuing us.  This is the first we hear of Mary, and she 
hasn’t said yes to anything yet.  She hasn’t done or “earned” anything.  
Yet, God pursues her out of pure love.  And He does the same for us.  Do I 
take the time to recognize God at work?

Mary is troubled and she begins to wonder and question - You can almost 
picture Mary fearfully taking a few steps back and assessing the situation.  
What is going on?  What does this all mean?  Is it safe?  This is all new to 
me, I’m not sure what to do!  It’s a natural human reaction, and one I 
know I take all the time with God.  Instead of leaning in, my initial reaction 
is one of fear and uncertainty with God.  “What if” questions flood my 
head.  Yet God comforts us in the midst of our uncertainty.  Do I accept 
God’s comfort or continue to fearfully backpedal?    

Mary continues to question - God’s response is to take away the fear and 
to reassure Mary.  Do not be afraid!  But she still questions.  She wants to 
know how.  She still isn’t sure about it all.  She is by no means all in.  But you 
can imagine that with the questioning she is gradually drawing closer, her 
curiosity slowing taking her one step at a time, listening for answers to her 
questions.  Her questions on “how will this be” are slowly turning into “what 
if this is true?”  And it captivated her heart.  Questioning is good!  Do I take 
time to listen to God’s answers?

Finally…a yes! - We finally get to the famous proclamation, Mary’s FIAT.  I 
am the Lord’s servant.  In what ways have I said yes to God?    

I often think that the only way God cares, responds, listens, or loves me is a 
response to something good that I’ve done.  Or that if I’m questioning 
things I am somehow doubting God.  And that the start of a journey with 
Jesus is us giving a yes to Him.  We see in the Annunciation that there are 
many steps before we get to a ‘yes’.

Emmanuel.  God is with us.  He’s with us even before we realize it.  He’s 
with us in fear and uncertainty.  He’s with us in our questions.  He’s with us 
in our ‘yes’.  He is always with us.  May we journey with Mary this Advent 
and give Jesus a wholehearted ‘yes’ this wonderful season.       

            ~ Luke Ebener, Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministry
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Feast of the  
Immaculate Conception  

Vigil Mass: Tuesday, December 7 
6:00 pm 

 

Mass: Wednesday, December 8 
6:30 am & 6:00 pm 

 
Christmas Eve Masses  
Friday, December 24 

4:00 pm (Church, & Denning Hall) 
7:00 pm & 10:00 pm 

 
Christmas Day Mass 

Saturday, December 25 
9 am 

 
New Year’s Eve Mass  
Friday, December 31 

4:30 pm  
 

New Year’s Day Mass  
Saturday, January 1 

9 am 

Expectations. They tend to be precursors of disappointment. I’m so excited 
about playing golf. Then I realize I still have no idea how to hit a driver. Af-
ter an exhausting day at work, I put the kids to bed with the hope that at 
least Auggie will sleep through the night. Instead, he throws up at 3am and 
my expectations for rest and recuperation evaporate in a messy cloud of 
disappointment and sleep deprivation.  
 
Advent is about expectations. We sit in the darkness and long for the 
dawn, Jesus, the light of the world to show up in our midst. But sometimes I 
suspect I’m showing up on the doorstep of Advent with the wrong kind of 
expectations. I expect that this quiet season of holy longing will magically 
neutralize the commercial frenzy of the holidays. I expect that God will be 
with me in the extraordinary liturgical rites, the candle-lit services, the 
beautiful music. Surely God is with us in all these things. In Advent we rightly 
proclaim him Emmanuel, which means “God-with-us.”  
 
But what if I came into Advent with more ordinary expectations? What if 
God showing up as a baby in a manger, born of a lowly teenaged girl tells 
us something about just where and how we should look for him in our lives? 
What if I didn’t wait until the serene serenade of “Silent Night” sings softly 
from my lips? What if I looked for Christ right in the gritty chaos of my actu-
al life? Kids fighting, dinner rolls burning, worries and woes, emotional mo-
ments, the whirlwind of family and work and schedules and exhaustion. Is 
God truly Emmanuel in all of that? 
 
Remember, after all her expectations of “the great one, Son of the Most 
High God” (Lk 1:32), Mary received a crying baby, vulnerable and needy 
as the next. This doesn’t take away from God’s identity or kingdom reign. It 
invites us to adjust our expectations, to discover God in the ordinary won-
der of daily life. Come, Lord Jesus right where we are.  
     

  ~ by Michael Havercamp 
Co-Director of Evangelization & Mission 

 

Holy Day  
Mass Schedule 

Expecting Advent 
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Lord our God, 

we praise you for your Son,  

Jesus Christ: 

he is Emmanuel,  

the hope of the peoples, 

he is the wisdom  

that teaches  

and guides us, 

he is the Savior  

of every nation. 

 

Lord God, 

let your blessing  

come upon us 

as we light the candles  

of this wreath. 

May the wreath and its light 

be a sign  

of Christ’s promise  

to bring us salvation. 

May he come quickly  

and not delay. 

We ask this  

through Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

Advent Wreath 
Blessing 

 

It’s been an incredibly long difficult year and half.  Many of us have dealt 
with loss, added stress, illness…. perhaps we missed a significant event. 
Work may have changed, school definitely changed! Distance learning is 
not such a distant memory for me. Maybe you experienced a loss or 
change of income. Missed a trip or a fun tradition. Something that used to 
be easy or accessible suddenly might still be different or out of reach.  
Church and Mass went away entirely for some, and still isn’t quite what it 
used to be.     
 

There have been other distractions too- News that’s hard to watch, People 
divided in thinking, It’s been challenging for sure.  And even if you feel rel-
atively safe or unchanged by the events of the last 20 months, there are 
some residual effects that we will have to deal with for some time to 
come. Our families and communities have to figure out how to navigate 
all these things.  And now it’s time for the holidays.   
 

As we begin to gather together again and prepare for events to be in per-
son after some difficult times, it’s important for us to acknowledge what 
we’ve learned from these last 20 months.  What’s important? How and 
with whom do you want to spend your time? Where do you look for joy?  
Are you planning to go back to the same way you used to do things? Or 
are you going to try something differently?   
 

One might say there’s a lot of darkness in this world, but we each have a 
little spark of light within us.  That is, we each have a bit of Holiness to share 
with each other and the world to make it a brighter place. Just as an inno-
cent child was born on a dark night in Bethlehem and brought the Light of 
God to the world, let your light shine as you gather with others this year.   

Here’s some ideas to help you be light this  
Advent season:  
 

1. Put down the phones, computers, TV’s and 
video games - have a conversation! 

2. Make a gift for someone rather than pur-
chase one 

3. Meet a neighbor you don’t know 
4. Paint or sing or write or sew or build- Create 

something! 
5. Write a letter to someone 
6. Cook a meal as a family- everyone pitches in 
7. Get rid of 1 item a day for 30 days- you probably have too much stuff 
8. Do something kind for someone who really needs it  
9. Send a thank you note to someone who has been a light for you. 
10. Spend some quality time with God 

~ Jen Brooke 
Director of Religious Education 
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Faith Forum 
“Be strong in the Lord and in his Mighty Power.” 

Ephesians 6:10 
 
This was our Scripture memory verse a few weeks back in the Havercamp 
household.  More than once, I’ve found myself desperately clinging to this 
passage in the midst of all the things happening in our world.  From a pan-
demic to all the division I feel around me, it can just be overwhelming.  I 
get the sense I’m walking around a world that is stressed out, tense and 
lacks a bit of the joy it once knew.  As a parent, sometimes I just want to 
bury my head in the sand and not pay attention to what is happening in 
culture.  For the longest time I was under the illusion that cultural challeng-
es were out there and far off.  Now as I enter into parenting in the teen 
years and spend so many hours with youth from our community that false 
naiveté is quickly fading.  It’s almost as if the Lord is saying, “I put you in 
these places so your eyes are wide open.” 
 

But then I can get discouraged, throw my hands up, and adopt an “us vs. 
them” or “Christian vs. culture” mentality.  Yet I know that this is NOT what 
I’m called to as a Christian, as someone in ministry, as a mother, and as a 
friend. It’s not “Christ against culture” but “Christ transforming culture,” be-
ing a part of the in-breaking reality of the kingdom of God. A simple 
glance at Jesus’ way of life makes that clear.   
 

But oh, I am weary and how I need my brothers and sisters!  I need the 
courage and fortitude to learn and grow in all of these things.  For many 
months we have been talking as a staff about how to help our parishioners 
navigate hard things that the world is throwing our way – sexuality, gender 
fluidity, social media, pornography, and the dramatic shift away from faith 
and church.  We don’t have a blueprint for some of the things we are 
dealing with in the world.  As Catholics trying to live our faith on a daily ba-
sis, it can be confusing, frustrating, and at times isolating. 
 

Enter Faith Forum.  Our hope is to gather in friendship once a month 
around a meal and address the prevailing cultural issues that leave us un-
certain how to proceed.  No doubt it will be messy. I’m sure it will bring up 
emotions, but I also believe that we will be connected and unified by the 
power of Christ that lives within our community.  These nights are an oppor-
tunity for us to come together as parishioners, united in Christ’s love, to 
have conversations about real life issues we are navigating.  This is not a 
place for debating or campaigning. No finger-pointing or scapegoat-
ing. Faith Forum is about exploring and informing on difficult issues in light 
of Catholic teaching. We will listen and be listened to. We will discuss and 
support each other as we explore living our Catholic faith in the world.  
 
Join us for our next Faith Forum on Wednesday, January 19th.  Watch the 
bulletin for more details. 

 
~ Tasha Havercamp 

Co-director of Evangelization & Mission 

Sacrament of  
Reconciliation 

 
As we prepare our hearts  
during the Advent season  
for the coming of Christ,  
there will be additional  

opportunities to receive the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 
5:00 - 5:45pm  

(during Adoration) 
 

Saturday, December 11 
8:30 - 10:30am  

(2 priests available) 
 

Saturdays, 9:30 am - 10:30 am 

“The days are coming,  
says the Lord,  

when I will fulfill the promise  
I made to the House of  

Israel and Judah.” 
~ Jeremiah 33:14 
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St. Paul School Sharing God’s Love 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
The Gospel for the 1st Sunday of Advent states “The days are coming, says 
the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and 
Judah.”  How blessed are we to have a God who always fulfills His promis-
es to us! He went so far as to send His only Son to earth to walk with us and 
show us the way to everlasting life with Him in heaven! 
  
During this Advent, the students and teachers will pray together around 
the Advent wreath to prepare for Christ’s coming in history, mystery and 
majesty. Our goal is to help our students understand the hope of the sea-
son and how we can share God’s faith and love with our friends, families, 
and even those we don’t know. We will focus on giving hope to others 
through service projects. This year we will be sending care packages to a 
Navy squadron deployed in Japan who will be away from their families on 
Christmas, warm items for the homeless, and diapers for the Women’s 
Choice Center.  
  
As we prepare for Christ’s coming this Advent, I ask you to pray for our stu-
dents, faculty and staff at St. Paul’s School, that they will be a shining ex-
ample of faith, hope and love. Thank you for the support you give to our 
parish school to carry out God’s mission of spreading the Good News of 
Our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
  
God bless, 
Julie Delaney 
Principal 

 

A few new family ideas… 
 

·   Celebrate St. Nick’s feast day 
 on Dec. 6 

·   Pray with an Advent wreath 
·   Create a Jesse tree  
·   Start a blessing jar 
·   Pray the O Antiphons  
·   Deliver homemade cookies to 

 a shut-in 
·   While traveling in the car, sing 

 O Come Emmanuel 
·   Attend Cookies & Carols on 

 Wed, Dec 1st at 6:30pm 
·   Bless the nativity scene and 

 the Christmas tree 
·   Read the story of the birth of 

Jesus from the book of Luke 
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Year To Date Financials 
July 2021 - September 2021 As the Thanksgiving holiday approaches, I am very 

grateful for many things here at St. Paul’s.  First of all, St. 
Paul the Apostle parish is blessed to have faithful pa-
rishioners who are committed to providing regular fi-
nancial support to our church community.  While many 
churches throughout the country have struggled finan-
cially due to a significant drop in donations due the 
pandemic, St. Paul’s parishioners have remained 
steadfast in their support and our income is meeting 
our expenses. 
 

I am also thankful that as the COVID restrictions have 
relaxed, we have been able to resume many of our 
activities and ministries such as the Back to School 
Block Party, the New Member Social, the fall Bible 
Study, pastoral visits to the homebound, Eucharistic 
Adoration, WyldLife youth ministry, Mental Health Minis-
try, the Prayer Shawl ministry, The 99 evangelization 
training, and Invest marriage enrichment groups. 
 

We have also had the opportunity to build relationships 
within our parish family through several new initiatives 
such as Family Camp, the Mom’s Night Mingle, and 
Faith Forum.  During the Advent season, we are looking 
forward to Cookies & Carols (Dec. 1), Advent by Can-
dlelight (Dec 5) and our 2nd annual parish Scavenger 
Hunt (Dec 12).   
 

This summer, St. Paul School received an EANS grant of 
$322,000 from the federal government, which is de-
signed to help schools recover from hardship due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  With these funds we were 
able to purchase cleaning supplies, iPads, portable air 
purification units, classroom furniture, and short throw 
projectors and whiteboards for all of the classrooms.  
Without this grant, we would not have been able to 
afford such a substantial technology upgrade in such 
a short time frame.  This grant is also the reason for the 
positive net income at the end of the first quarter. 
 

THANK YOU for the many ways, large and small, that 
you contribute to the St. Paul the Apostle community. It 
is so life-giving to be a part of such a vibrant parish! As 
we wait in expectant hope during this Advent season, 
may we continue to give God glory and praise 
through the gift of our lives.  
 

~Michelle Herrington  
Director of Parish Life  

Total Ordinary Income                                        $ 273,556 
    (Envelopes, Offertory, Religious Ed, Flower Fund, etc.)  
Other Income                $   20,305 
    (Auxiliary Income & Memorials, etc.) 

School Income                 $ 680,414 
    (Tuition, Fees, Donations, Grants) 
Other School Income                $ 186,242 
    (Parish Subsidy, Daycare, Aftercare, School Lunch, etc.) 

Church Administration Expense                 $ 108,644 
    (Wages, Benefits, Taxes, Insurance, Utilities, Bldg. Mtce. etc.) 
 

St. Paul School Subsidy                  $   87,801  
 

Assumption High School Assessment    $   30,357   
 

Other Church Expenses                  $   67,489 
    Pastoral Care, Evangelization, Faith Formation, Youth Ministry) 

School Salary Expense                $ 470,684 
    (Wages, Benefits, Taxes) 
  

Other School Expense                $ 371,179 
    (Admin, Instruction, Plant Operations) 

Total Church Income              $ 293,861 

Total School Income              $ 866,656 

Total Church Expense              $ 294,291 

Total School Expense              $ 841,863 

Total Income - Church & School          $1,160,517 

Total Expense - Church & School           $1,136,154 

Net Income                 $   24,363 

Annual Diocesan Appeal 
We are also very grateful for the par-
ish households who have supported 
the Annual Diocesan Appeal (ADA) 
and pledged $83,900 towards our 
goal $120,000. If you haven’t already 
made a pledge, it’s not too late. You 
can make your pledge online on the 

Diocese of Davenport website or by filling out a pledge 
envelope. The ADA gives us the opportunity to act to-
gether as a family of faith and support the pro-grams 
and services that no single individual or parish could 
offer by themselves.  



The Cultural Partnership Team has been hard at work and play 
helping the Niyonzima family adjust to life in the United States.  
The parents, Marie Gorgette and Simon, are both employed, 
the eldest son has moved to California to work for Tesla, the 
younger boys are working hard in Rock Island schools, and 
daughter Rehema has given birth to a sweet baby girl named 
Faith Michelle. (Rehema’s husband, Steve, is still in the refugee 
camp waiting for his case to be processed.)

As a team we have helped the family obtain driver’s permits, 
driven them to appointments, helped them locate resources, 
and introduced them to American culture. Some of their favor-
ite American things are French fries and birthday parties! The 
team’s favorite thing is just spending time with this amazing, 
smart, funny, and brave family. They are such a blessing to us 
all!

Please keep them in your prayers. It is a big adjustment to live 
in a new county, and baby Faith has medical issues for which 
none of us were prepared. The Niyonzima family is very faith 
filled and so appreciate the support and prayers sent by St. 
Paul’s parishioners.

If you would be interested in working on a team, please con-
tact the parish office for more information.

St. Paul’s Beyond the Walls: Cultural Partnership Team Update


