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THANK	YOU�

Thank you to Mary Helen Rhodes for  her research and 

preparing the  display  which has all pastors of Saint 

William and Saint Lawrence  Churches from 1883�2018�

ST.	WILLIAM	AND	ST.	LAWRENCE	PARISH	�

MISSION	STATEMENT�

�

“We	come	together	as	members	of	St.	William	and	St.	Law-

rence	Parishes.	Two	parishes,	with	separate	identities	working	

together	to	grow	in	grace	and	love	as	disciples	of	Christ	

through	the	sacramental	life	of	the	Church,	and	to	form	new	

disciples	by	proclaiming	the	Gospel	to	all	through	word	and	

service.”�



 

 

 

 

A	Message	from	Father	Augusty�

The	Ascension	of	the	Lord�	Acts	1:1�11;	Ephesians	1:17�23;	Matthew	28:16�20�

�

If Jesus was not with us how empty would have been our lives! How dif�icult it would have been to 

pray if God would not have taken the human form and remained in our midst in the Eucharist! How 

dif�icult it would have been to �ix our eyes on the sky, to pray to an unknown God or to search for 

him in the depth of our hearts, who was never made visible and who never let himself be consumed 

by us! Our souls hunger for God  and nothing but God can satiate it. Therefore, he came to dwell on 

earth and assumed a human body in order that this body might become the food of our souls. �

With the Ascension of our Lord and the sending of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, Jesus' body can 

now be present both on earth and in heaven at the very same time. Those �irst Apostles, the �irst 

priests, went forth to preach and to give us Jesus. In Jesus, heaven and earth unite. Jesus is still on 

earth as He is in heaven. Not just in the prayers and hearts of the faithful, and not just mystically in 

His Body the Church. Jesus is still present on earth in his corporal body. Jesus is present in 

the�Eucharist. We receive the gift of the Eucharist at Holy Mass. �The Ascension was merely the end 

of His visible presence on earth, not the end of His physical presence on earth.�When we encounter 

the Holy Eucharist, we have Jesus fully in His body, blood, soul, and divinity. His presence is made 

palpable through the Eucharist, “the source and summit of the Christian life … [in which] is con-

tained the whole spiritual good of the Church, namely Christ himself” (Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, No. 1324). Jesus’ words remain true: “I am with you always, until the end of the 

age” (Matthew 28:20).�

Neither our ups and downs nor our shortcomings and failures can ever keep him away from us. He is faithful day after day. His 

love for us can never be hindered by the mountains and valleys of our lives nor the oceans and deserts of our lives. He does not 

show us the way by pointing to it. He is the way and he travels with us. God can not be absent from our lives because he is Love 

and Love incarnated for us can not be absent from our lives so he goes to the extreme extent to take the bread and say this is my 

body and taking the wine he says this is my blood. What a lovable contrivance this holy sacrament is, that God would hide under 

the appearance of bread to make himself loved and to be available for a visit by anyone who desires him! the Word, the Love 

which became �lesh more than 2,000 years ago, is present today in the Eucharist!�

Jesus still walks on every street of this world that are often joyful and even sorrowful. He climbs in the boat of our lives knowing 

well that sometimes we let him sleep and sometimes we wake him up. He walks with us through the mountains, valleys, gar-

dens and deserts of our lives. He shares our tears, laughs and disappointments but makes himself present as he did with those 

two disciples on their way to Emmaus. Our God has left us himself, wholly God and wholly man, concealed under the whiteness 

of bread, the Eucharist. He wants to share with us every moment of our lives. He wants to �ill the emptiness of our lives with his 

loving presence. He wants to heal every wound of ours and wants to give us the peace that always brings a serene smile on our 

face. �

When he ascended into heaven his disciples remained sad. But that sadness was not lasting. They were �illed with Love on the 

coming down of the Spirit and they experienced what Christ told them “behold, I am with you always, until the end of the 

age.” (Matthew 28:20). �

Today the life of the Church and our own lives tell us that he remained faithful to his words “I will not leave you orphans” (John 

14:18). Out of his love he is asking us whom he did not leave as orphans: “Go, therefore,�and make disciples of all nations, bap-

tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you.” (Matthew 28:19�20). He needs us. We cannot leave him as an orphan. He needs our lives, hearts and words to continue to 

give to the world his Good News! We are called to tell every man and woman the love we enjoy by having him in our lives. That 

their lives have a signi�icance just as ours do. Life has signi�icance when there is someone to love and to be loved by someone. 

Our God chose �irst a form of a human being to come to us and now he is coming in the form of a piece of a bread. Nothing can 

stop him from coming to us and the world today needs to hear that more than ever. Let us help the world to rediscover the 

beauty of having God in it. Let us remain with our Lord. Let us feel the loving and living presence of God within us. Let us not be 

locked down in the narrow and sel�ish thoughts of our world. Let us open wide the doors of our hearts to our Lord and let him 

enter. Pope Benedict XVI said: “If we let Christ enter fully into our lives, if we open ourselves totally to him, are we not afraid 

that He might take something away from us? No! If we let Christ into our lives, we lose nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing of 

what makes life free, beautiful and great. Do not be afraid of Christ! He takes nothing away, and he gives you everything. When 

we give ourselves to him, we receive a hundredfold in return. Yes, open, open wide the doors to Christ � and you will �ind true 

life.” Let us always be willing to lend our hearts, minds, feet and hands, our entire life to him so that through us, with us and in 

us he can come into the lives of others. �

Prayer:	I	thank	you	Lord	because	you	were	not	in	a	hurry	to	leave	the	world	after	the	hard	experience	you	went	through	on	this	

earth.	You	did	not	want	to	love	me	from	afar.	You	remain	with	me	every	moment	of	my	life	and	you	want	to	be	actively	involved	in	

my	life.	You	don’t	give	up	on	me	even	though	sometimes	my	actions	are	not	that	edifying	to	you.	My	indifferences,	my	indolence	and	

my	skepticisms	do	not	turn	you	away	from	me.	If	you	remain	with	me	in	spite	of	all	these,	Lord,	then	I	can	no	longer	be	the	same.	

Your	loving	presence	in	me	renews	me	and	gives	me	new	strength.	Lord	Jesus,	I	need	you	more	than	you	need	me	because	very	often	

you	give	me	the	impression	that	you	need	me	more	than	I	need	you.	You	know	how	much	I	need	you	and	that	is	why	you	instituted	

the	Eucharist.	The	Eucharist	helps	me	everyday	to	start	anew	my	journey	here	on	earth	because	with	you	everyday	has	something	

new	to	offer.	Eucharist	is	Love	and	Love	never	gets	stagnant	because	Love	always	over*lows.	Amen.	�



 

 

 

�

�

                   �

Dorothy Johnson,  Mary Lou Payne, 

Cecilia Recker, Sherri Murphy, Mar-

tha Morris, Mary Ann Postlewaite, 

Keilen Aud, Tabatha Roberts, Donna 

Barnett,    John Yates,  Donnie Cas-

tlen, Marvin Boling, Stevie Rhodes, 

Patty Payne,  Alex Payne, Whitney 

Burden, Eddie Burden, Jim Hazel, 

Nancy Meisenhelder, Jimmy Haynes, 

Raphael Mattingly, Jerome Hamilton, Kent Recker,  

Paige Morton,  Margie Duncan, Warren Lanham, Janet 

Cecil, Kenneth Huskisson, Bill McBrayer, Charles Aud, 

Becky Payne,  Gene “Boots” Lanham�

MONETARY	GIFTS	STEWARDSHIP�

“Our	return	to	the	Lord”:	In	thanksgiving	for	the	blessings	we	have	�

received	from	God,	last	weekend	we	chose	to	return	a		portion	to	the	Lord”�

�

�

During the suspension of Mass you may  put your tithing  

envelopes  in the front door of the of�ice, or you may mail 

them.�

SACRAMENTS�

�

BAPTISM: Parents requesting Baptism for an infant or child un-

der age 7, contact Nancy Greenwell, at the parish of�ice.  Baptis-

mal preparation is required and is held on the 1st and 3rd  Mon-

days of each month by	appointment	only.�

ANOINTING	OF	THE	SICK:	Anyone having surgery or wishing to 

receive the Sacrament is asked to call the Parish Of�ice. �

COMMUNION	 TO	 SHUT�INS:	 Any home�bound parishioner 

wishing to receive Communion or a pastoral visit is asked to call 

the Parish Of�ice.  Please notify the Parish Of�ice upon admission 

of a family member into nursing homes or hospital.�

HOLY	MATRIMONY: At least one party must be a registered 

member of this parish. Do not set a wedding date before meeting 

with the Pastor. Please call for an appointment with Fr. Augusty 

at least six months before scheduling the wedding. The bride 

and groom must be free to marry in the Catholic Church before a 

date can be selected.�

These are the people that 

signed up for the Matthew 

9 Mission, for the days of  

23�29 of every month.  

They will pray the rosary 

for vocations to the priesthood.  If you would like to sign�

up, call the of�ice.�

�

SAINT	WILLIAM	CHURCH								�

			�

23� Mike and Marie Payne�

24� Donna Scott�

25� Linus and Suzanne Murphy�

26� Heather Clark�

27           Randall and Arlene Cecil;�

                Ann Cecil�

28           Brook and Jared Mattingly �

29          Father Augusty Valomchalil�

�

� �

�

�

�

�

SAINT	LAWRENCE	CHURCH�

�

23� Pat  Wright�

24 � Janey Gilmore �             �

25� Eathan and Lauren Johnson �

26� �  �

27� �

28� �

29� �

MASS INTENTIONS 

May 25�      Loretta  Higdon; Francis Edge                    (Dec) �

May 26       Martha Zoglmann                                           (Dec) �

                     James A Jackson   Family L & D  �

May 27       Becky Ray and Gary Lanham                       (Dec)�

                      Ricky Rhinerson                                             (Dec)�

May 28       Sis Bickett                                                         (Dec) �

                      Warren and Elaine 50th Wedding Anniv.�

May 29       Pat and Leah Edge                                          (Dec)�

                      Kay Johnson                                                     (Dec)       �

May 30       Patsy Higdon Roby (Dec); Class of 1957   L&D�

May 31       Parishioners; Herman and Pauline Mills (Dec)�

                      Paul and Dorothy Millay                              (Dec)�

May	17,	2020																												St.	William																	St.	Lawrence�

																																																								envelopes																					envelopes			�

Regular Collections                 $8,001.00�               $1.305.00�

Loose Cash                                         �

Children’s   �

                                �

Total																																													$8,001.00																					$1,305.00�

Weekly Budget                            $9,600.00                      $2,800.00�

�

Collections Year to Date**   $398,114.81                   $114,884.35�

Budget Year to Date**           $432,000.00�           $126,000.00�

Over	(Under)	YTD**										($33,885.19)																($11,115.65)�

�

Catholic	Relief																																			$5.00�

Holy	Land																																												$5.00																							$10.00�

Catholic	Home	Mission																		$5.00	�

Seminary																																											$25.00																							$10.00																								�

�

**July	1,	2019�June	30,	2020	Fiscal	Year�

GYM	PARKING	LOT	REPAIR																																													$8,980.00�

�

�

�

CAPITAL	CAMPAIGN	ACCOUNT	BALANCE												$664,624.55�



 

 

The	Path	to	Sainthood�

When I meet with the Con�irmation candidates before the Mass, 

I like to remind them of the great diversity that exists among the 

canonized saints. After all they have been browsing through the 

Saints’ Who’s Who to determine what name they want to be 

called at the moment of their Con�irmation. We often have a 

very narrow idea regarding the saints’ personalities, virtues and 

behaviors. But, in fact, there is no one pattern a man, woman or 

child must �it into to exhibit sanctity. Some Holy Ones were 

kings or queens and some homeless; some were highly educat-

ed, great scholars and authors and others never had one hour of 

formal education; some lived into advanced old age and others 

died in youth. All saints don’t look alike.�

Take for instance, a young Italian boy, born in London in 1991. 

His mother describes him as an average teen with an above av-

erage knack for computers. In 2006 he died at age 15 from leu-

kemia in Monza, Italy. His name is Carlo Acutis and he is already 

on the road to sainthood. He was to be beati�ied in Assisi this 

month. The miraculous healing of a young Brazilian boy af�licted 

with a rare congenital disease of the pancreas is attributed to 

Carlo’s intercession. Last February the Vatican approved that miracle. Because of the pandemic, the Beati�ication ceremony, 

most likely, will have to be rescheduled.�

 Oh, did I mention Carlo’s extraordinary love for the Most Holy Eucharist? He wanted everyone to have his love for our Eu-

charistic Lord. Every day he went to Mass and spent time in Eucharistic Adoration. Using his technological savvy, he created 

an online database of Eucharistic miracles from around the world. The online project was turned into an exhibit of posters 

of the miracles which travels around the world. In 2018 the Vatican Dicastery for Communication made the exhibit into a 

movie called “Signs”.�

Pope Francis has honored Carlo as a model for young men and women today. The Holy Father even mentioned him in his 

Apostolic Exhortation, Christus Vivit (Christ Lives). Pope Francis wrote this: “Carlo was well aware that the whole apparatus 

of communications, advertising and social networking can be used to lull us, to make us addicted to consumerism and buy-

ing the latest thing on the market, obsessed with our free time, caught up in negativity. … Carlo didn’t fall into the trap. He 

saw that many young people, wanting to be different, really end up being like everyone else, running after whatever the 

powerful set before them … In this way they do not bring forth the gifts the Lord has given them; … As a result, Carlo said, 

“Everyone is born as an original, but many people end up dying as photocopies.” Don’t let that happen to you.” (n.105�106)�

Quite the insight and contribution from someone who was given relatively little time on earth. Carlo is someone worth get-

ting to know and ponder during these days when you just might be spending more time with technology than usual. I know I 

am regularly now using technology for meetings and of course, the celebration of Mass. If you are a step up from just being 

computer literate, maybe you can use some of your God given gifts to explore ways of using technology to communicate the 

Gospel, Christian values, and authentic beauty. You might help others avoid the trap of becoming just a photocopy in our 

secular world. Of course, �irst we must all take care that we ourselves haven’t fallen into that tempting trap. �

Most	Reverend	Ronald	W.	Gainer�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

In	the	event	of	rain,	Mass	will	be	celebrated	in	the	school	gym.�

�



 

 

 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

With	all	humility	and	gentleness,	with	patience,	bearing	with	one	another	through	love,	striving	to	preserve	the	unity	of	the	Spirit	through	the�

	bond	of	peace.”				`Ephesians	4:	2�3		�

May 25    Jared and Katie Payne               7 years                  May 28      Kevin and Colleen Lanham           9 years�

May 26    Kevin and Robin Isbill             31 years                 May 29      Kerry and Julie Pence                   28 years�

May 26    Matthew and Andrea Scott      8 years�     May 30     Warren and Elaine Lanham        50 years�

May 27    Terry and Jerrie Stone             31 years   �     May 31     James and Sharon Roby               46 years�

May 27    Bob and Hazel Karp                 41 years �

The	Value	of	Spiritual	Communion�

In the last re2lection, I wrote about a very contemporary young man on 

the path to sainthood. Now, I want to share one of the most unusual saint 

stories that I have ever heard. I 2irst learned of this Holy One on retreat 

this past January with the bishops of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The 

experience of this saint has a particular relevance in our present situa-

tion where almost all Catholics are prevented from receiving the Eucha-

rist and limited to making a Spiritual Communion. �

The life of Mark Ji Tianxian takes us back to 19th century China. Mark 

was born in 1834 to a Catholic family. He became a physician who regu-

larly treated the poor at no charge. In his mid�30’s he developed a severe 

stomach ailment and, according to the medical standards of the time, he 

began to self�prescribe opium to deal with his chronic pain. In short or-

der he became an opium addict. Time and time again he confessed his 

use of opium, begging God to deliver him from his addiction. Sadly, he 

was hooked on smoking opium for the entire second half of his life. He 

was also deprived of receiving Holy Communion for those three decades. 

His confessor interpreted Mark’s inability to shake his addiction as lack-

ing a 2irm purpose of amendment and so he withheld sacramental abso-

lution. For 30 years Mark faithfully attended Mass but he could not re-

ceive Holy Communion. He would make a Spiritual Communion as his 

family went forward to receive the Body of Christ.�

In 1899 an anti�imperialist, anti�Christian uprising, called the Boxer Re-

bellion, broke out in China. There was a 2ierce persecution of Christians, 

since it was not native to China. In 1900 Mark was among the many who were arrested, along with his son, two 

daughters�in�law and six grandchildren. At trial Mark was given an opportunity to apostatize. He and his family 

refused. His only request was that he be beheaded last so that none of his family would die alone. As he watched 

the execution of his family members and awaited his own, he sang the Litany of the Blessed Mother. Pope Pius XII 

beati2ied Mark in 1946. Pope John Paul II canonized St. Mark Ji Tianxian on October 1, 2000, setting his feast day 

on July 7. He is the patron saint of all who struggle with addictions.�

What an extraordinary life story! What perseverance, courage and humble obedience he showed. But the fact of 

his being deprived Holy Communion for 30 years has a particular relevance to our COVID�19 situation. While acts 

of Spiritual Communion are not the same as receiving the gift of Christ’s Real Presence in the Eucharist, they can 

be a source of great graces when Spiritual Communion is the only way possible to unite oneself to the Lord in the 

Eucharist. While we pray earnestly for our return to Mass and the reception of Holy Communion, let us also not 

underestimate the grace and strength our Lord offers us in an act of Spiritual Communion. �

Most	Reverend	Ronald	W.	Gainer�

WEDDING		ANNIVERSARIES	�

For	May	25		through	May	31�



 

 

SAFE	ENVIRONMENT The safety of our children is the �

responsibility of every Christian. Anyone aware of the abuse 

of a person under the age of eighteen is required by law to 

report this to the proper state authorities: local law enforce-

ment (270)687�8888  or (270)685�8444 or the Kentucky 

Child Abuse Hotline (toll�free: 1�877�KYSAFE1; 1�877�597�

2331). To report to the diocese abuse by church personnel 

(paid or volunteer) either past or present, please call the 

Pastoral Assistance Coordinator at this con�idential phone 

line: (270)852�8380. The Diocese of Owensboro’s sexual 

abuse policy is available at this parish in the back of the 

churches or in the parish of�ice. Also, on the diocesan web 

site (https://owensborodiocese.org/safe)�

Lane	Ballard	� � � Amanda	Bickett�

Thomas	Bittel	III� � Drew	Brown�

Jacey	Fulkerson� 	� Kegan	Hall�

Olivia	Hamilton� � Wesley	Hamilton�

Ellie	Howard� � � Briley	Johnson�

Nathaniel	Johnson� � Azriel	Payne�

Alayna	Petri� � � Tommy	Rhodes�

Ethan	Smith� � � Sarah	Stone�

Andrew	Turner�� � Josiah	Turner�

Rachel	Wright� � � A.J.	Young�

Saint William and Saint Lawrence  Parishes would like to 

acknowledge our 2019�2020 high school graduates.  We 

congratulate all of the graduates and wish them success in 

their next step in life.�

God,�

I	know	one	of	the	things	COVID�19	has	robbed	our	graduates	

of	is	a	sense	of	peace.	Their	anxieties	may	increase	as	some	of	

the	consequences	of	the	pandemic	roll	into	their	future.�

Jobs	may	be	hard	to	*ind	and	they	may	need	to	consider	alter-

native	 careers.	 Decisions	 may	 be	 delayed.	 Hopes	 to	 ful*ill	

their	dreams	may	be	dashed.	But	You,	God,	are	their�refuge,	

and	when	they	run	to	You	and	*ix	their	thoughts	on	You,	they	

will	*ind�perfect	peace.	I	pray	our	graduates	will	understand	

this.�

I	 pray	 they	 will	 learn	 to	 bring	 their	 concerns	 and	 anxious	

thoughts	 to	You,	and	allow	Your	peace	 to�guard� their	 emo-

tions	and	thoughts.	I	pray	You	will	calm	them	down,	conquer	

their	anxieties	and	bring	them	joy.	Help	our	graduates	abol-

ish	 their� worries� as	 they	 comprehend	 Your	 great	 care	 for	

them.	You	know	exactly	what	they	will	ever	need.�

They	 don’t	 have	 to	 fear,	 because	 You	 will	 help	 and	 uphold	

them,	 ever�present	 to	 help	 them	 in	 any	 troubles	 they	 will	

face.	 I	 am	 so	 thankful	 for	 Your	 constant� sovereign	 watch-

ing�over	our	graduates,	and	Your	promise	of	refuge	in	trou-

bling	times.�

Psalm	94:19�

When anxiety was great within me, your consolation 

brought me joy.�

Isaiah	41:10�

So�do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I 

am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will up-

hold you with my righteous right hand.�

�

PRAYER TO ST. CORONA IN A TIME OF     

EPIDEMIC 

Lord Jesus Christ, You came into this 

world for our salvation. Look kindly on 

us now, we pray, that we, and all those 

who serve You, might be kept safe from 

this epidemic. 

Heal those who are sick, comfort the 

suffering, bring back those who have 

gone astray, and above all, increase our 

faith, O Lord. 

Give us the grace to follow You and, like 

the martyr St. Corona, who gave her 

life for love of You, to take up our  

crosses daily without fear or hesitation. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living 

God, have mercy on us and on the 

whole world. 

St. Corona, patroness of epidemic  

victims, pray for us. 

St. William and St. Lawrence parish of�ices will be 

closed for Memorial Day  on Monday, May 25, 

2020.�



 

 

MAY	25,	2020�

MEMORIAL	OF	GREGORY	VII,	POPE�

Today's	readings:�Acts 19:1�8; John 16:29�33 �

Cherish	your	freedoms�

Pope Gregory VII fought hard for the separation of church and 

state because he lived in a time (11th century) when the 

church was subject to civil authorities, and abuses of power 

were rampant. In the face of enormous opposition, this great 

reformer extricated the church from the control of external 

rulers and strengthened the unity of the whole church under 

the centrality of the papacy. On this Memorial Day, remember 

that religious freedom is one of the founding principles of our 

country, worthy of the sacri�ice of many. And one that our 

faith demands that we respect for all.�

	“In	 the	world	 you	will	 have	 trouble,	 but	 take	 courage,	 I	 have	

conquered	the	world.”�

�

MAY	26,	2020�

MEMORIAL	OF	PHILIP	NERI,	PRIEST�

Today's readings:� Acts 20:17�27; John 17:1�11a �

God	provides�

It’s �itting Philip Neri was canonized in 1622 with Ignatius of 

Loyola, Francis Xavier, and Teresa of AS vila. Ignatius was a 

friend, Francis was an in�luence, and Philip took to heart Te-

resa’s quip: “From . . . sour�faced saints, good Lord, deliver 

us!” The affable Philip won over so many different kinds of 

people for Christ in 1500s Rome�using humor, humbleness, 

and holiness�that he’s called, with Peter and Paul, an apostle 

of Rome. “Cast yourself into the arms of God,” he said, “and be 

very sure that if he wants anything of you, he will �it you for 

the work and give you strength.” That is comforting at a time 

when many of us feel stretched to the limit.�

“I	revealed	your	name	to	those	whom	you	gave	me.”�

�

MAY	27,	2020�

MEMORIAL	OF	AUGUSTINE	OF	CANTERBURY,	BISHOP�

Today's readings: Acts 20:28�38; John 17:11b�1�

Look	for	God	in	unexpected	places�

Lest Saint Augustine of Canterbury be confused with Saint 

Augustine of Hippo: the two are not the same. Augustine of 

Hippo was a fourth�century doctor of the church. Augustine of 

Canterbury was a sixth�century Benedictine missionary sent 

by Pope Gregory the Great to Christianize the British Isles. He 

is known as the "Apostle to the English," and his legacy in-

cludes an approach to evangelization and conversion that 

shows a respect for indigenous practices. Rather than con-

demning, he consecrated and incorporated popular Anglo�

Saxon rites into Christianity. What practices from popular 

culture today might we consecrate into contemporary Chris-

tian practice?�

	“As	you	sent	me	into	the	world,	so	I	sent	them	into	the	world.”�
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MAY	28,	2020�

EASTER	WEEKDAY�

 Today's readings:�Acts 22:30; 23:6�11; John 17:20�26 �

Celebrate	our	*inest	gifts�

Shavuot, or the Feast of Weeks, which our Jewish friends ob-

serve today, has a connection to the Catholic Solemnity of 

Pentecost. Just as Pentecost this Sunday comes seven weeks 

after Easter, Shavuot is celebrated seven weeks after Passo-

ver. In the biblical era, important dates for planting and har-

vesting were marked by religious holidays. Shavuot celebrat-

ed the wheat harvest seven weeks after Passover. Christians 

thank God for the abundant gift of the Holy Spirit.�

	“I	pray	not	only	for	them,	but	also	for	those	who	will	believe	in	

me	through	their	word.”�

�

MAY	29,	2020�

EASTER	WEEKDAY�

Today's readings: Acts 25:13b�21; John 21:15�19�

Keeping	the	peace�

In 1972, Pope Saint Paul VI declared, “If you want peace, work 

for justice.” Today we observe the International Day of United 

Nations Peacekeepers. The U.N. deploys peacekeepers around 

the world to provide "a unique and dynamic instrument . . . to 

help countries torn by con�lict to create the conditions for 

lasting peace.” The work of Catholic social justice organiza-

tions like Catholic Relief Services, Catholic Worker, and Cross 

Catholic Outreach go a step further by “tending the sheep” of 

the poor, the oppressed, the refugee, the dispossessed. Do 

your part today to support the social outreach of your church.�

	“Tend	my	sheep.”�

�

MAY	30,	2020�

EASTER	WEEKDAY �

Today's readings:�Acts 28:16�20, 30�31; John 21: 20�25�

Just do it!�

Some argue that “believing the right things” is enough of a 

response to the call to discipleship. But Jesus empha-

sized� doing. Orthopraxy� (right practice) goes hand in hand 

with orthodoxy� (right belief). In this time of global suffering, 

our faith response is required. It �lows out of our 

faith�assent,�but we can’t stop with professions of faith. Take 

your faith out to meet the great need�you �ind around you to-

day.�

	“There	 are	 also	many	 other	 things	 that	 Jesus	 did,	 but	 if	 these	

were	 to	 be	 described	 individually,	 I	 do	 not	 think	 the	 whole	

world	would	contain	the	books	that	would	be	written.”�
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