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Sunday:     8:30 am 
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     Tuesday and Friday: 7:45 am 
 1st Friday: 6:30 pm 
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hwarner@stmarybythelake.org 
 

Jennifer Wiseman - ext. 101 
Administrative Assistant 
jwiseman@stmarybythelake.org 
 

Rich Pozzi, Chairperson  
Miroslaw Szygula, Vice Chair 
Lisa Christiansen, Secretary 
Pam Alley 
Debbie Andrews 
Kathy Grossnick 
Mary Loendorf 
Rick Medved 
Bill Robertson 
Frank Zakrzewski 
 

John Topczewski, Secretary 
Jim Sisak, Treasurer 

262-639-3616 
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St. Mary by the Lake/pages 
BAPTISMS: A class for both parents is 
required before the baptism of a child.       
Call the parish office.  
 
RECONCILIATION: Anytime by appointment 

MARRIAGES: Registered, practicing members, 
call the pastor at least six months in advance 
to make arrangements. 
PARISH REGISTRATION: Forms are available 
in the vestibule or contact the parish office. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



This Week    

Saturday 12/5/2020 5:30pm Robert Remsza 

Sunday 12/6/2020 8:30am Richard P. Granger 

Next Week    

Saturday 12/12/2020 5:30pm Wencel & Irene Sisak 

Sunday 12/13/2020 8:30am Craig Cesarz 

Help us decorate our church this Christmas 
season.  Pick up an envelope in the vestibule and 
place it in the collection basket or mail back to 
church along with your payment of $15. You may 
return more than one envelope.   Please return 
envelopes by December 18th to have names 

included in the Christmas bulletin. 
 Remember or honor a loved one  -   

Living or deceased  -     
Or in thanksgiving for the blessings in your lives  

 with a beautiful plant this Christmas. 

If you follow the bulletin online (or 
don’t receive an insert in your bulletin), 
we have a special Advent treat for you. 
Go to stmarybythelake.org every week 
during Advent for an Advent 
Meditation. 

Support St. Mary by the Lake by shopping at  
AmazonSmile.  

 

When you shop AmazonSmile, Amazon will donate to St. Mary 
by the Lake.  Support us when you shop this holiday season.   
 

Use this Link!   
  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1742075 

The North Side Food Pantry that we 
support is in need of supplies.  They 
are humbly asking us to “come thru 
again” with these specific items: 

 

- Boxes of cereal                - Spaghetti O’s 
- Dry/instant potatoes      - Pork & beans 
- Soup (no cream of)         - Toilet paper 
- Hand soap                         - Laundry soap 
- Dry pasta (shells, elbow, egg noodles) 

 

Food may be dropped off in the blue barrel at the Parish 
Office on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 8:00 a.m. and 
1:00 p.m.

 

Are you interested in helping to disinfect the church after 
Masses? Please contact Heather in the Parish Office. 

 

Mass intentions for next year can be scheduled by 
contacting the Parish Office. Masses are $10 each. 
Dates are first come, first served and are only 
considered scheduled when payment is received. 
There is a limit to the number of weekend Masses 
that can be scheduled per person per year. Please 

contact the Parish Office with any questions. 

Have you been unable to attend Mass due to 
the pandemic? To have the Eucharist 
brought to you at your home, please contact 
Heather in the Parish Office. 

We are going to handle the schedules 
differently until further notice. We are going 
to let you schedule yourselves, based on when 
you are available. A schedule to sign up is 
available in the Vestibule, or you may call 

or email Jen in the Parish Office to be put on the 
schedule. Please let us know if you have any questions. 

The new Workbook for Lectors is available for pickup in the 
vestibule, or arrangements can be made with Jen or Heather 
for pickup in the Parish Office. Please make sure to take the 
one with your name on it so we know who still needs one. 
Thank you. 

Let us gather as a community of faith on 
Tuesday, December 8th at 6:30 p.m. to 
praise and thank God for the gift of Mary 
who brought into the world the gift of 
God’s son, Jesus. 

Thank you to Maresh-Meredith & Acklam Funeral Home for 
their gift of calendars for the new year to all of your 
parishioners.  

Please pick one up in the vestibule or the breezeway by the 
restrooms. 



 

Prepare the way of the Lord! The 
message of John the Baptist becomes 
the calling of every baptized disciple of 
Jesus Christ. Each one of us is asked to 
prepare the way of the Lord. Given the 
humble means of our lives, how can we 
do this? It certainly does not require 
that we stand on street corners 
announcing God’s future coming! We 
can more readily take up the task of 
our lifework by clearing our lives of 
unnecessary, distracting clutter. By 
creating solid and deep spiritual lives, 
we can heighten our awareness of 
God’s presence and help people point 
to and discover God’s presence around 
them. By conducting ourselves in 
holiness and devotion, we can speak 
volumes to those we meet. Not by 
preaching actual words, but by living 
lives that communicate the comfort 
God wants His people to know. As the 
world sometimes frantically unfolds 
around us, we can be people of 
patience who show others that it’s okay 
to wait for God’s gift to come. 
Conducting our lives in this manner, we 
will know the peace that comes from 
doing what we have been asked to do.  
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First Reading: 
Five hundred years before the birth of 
Christ, Isaiah prophesied these words 
of comfort and hope to the Israelites 
captive in Babylon. What would bring 
comfort and hope to you in this season 
of Advent? 
 

Second Reading: 
Today we hear how Peter challenged 
those in his day who denied that Christ 
would return. Peter argued that our 
human timeline is not God’s timeline. 
How do you reason with people today 
who deny the fundamentals of our 
faith? 
 

Gospel: 
Mark opens his Gospel by presenting 
the words and activities of John the 
Baptist in the context of fulfilling 
Isaiah’s prophecy heard in our first 
reading. Why do you think connecting 
Isaiah to John the Baptist was important 
to Mark and his community? 
 
 

©LPi 

In anticipation of increased attendance 
at Christmas and in order to comply 
with the safety guidelines regarding 
capacity and social distancing, St. Mary 
by the Lake is doing what can be 
reasonably done without sacrificing 
"the irreplaceable preciousness and 
beauty" of the Sacred Liturgy.   
We are requiring a reservation for all 
wishing to attend Christmas Mass. 
We thank you in advance for your 
charity, patience, and cooperation.  We 
are hoping this will be an effective 
alternative to having to turn people 
away once capacity is reached.  
Once you arrive, you will need to check-
in to be seated. We ask that you only 
appear for the Christmas Mass for 
which you have reserved space. 
Please make your reservation by 
contacting the Parish Office during 
regular office hours (Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 9am-1pm). You may also 
sign up online by going to: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0449ACA722A6FB6-christmas1 
Seating will be limited.  Once a 
particular mass reaches capacity, there 
will be no additional reservations for 
that mass.  We regret that we will not 
be able to accommodate anyone 
without a reservation. We also ask that 
children 2 and under please sit in the 
lap of another adult. Please only make 
reservations for people 3 years of age 
and older. We ask that each family 
planning to attend Mass in-person, 
please respond by December 15th so 
we can make sure we are following 
current health guidelines. Masses are 
filling up very quickly! 
We currently are planning the following 
Masses: 

· Christmas Eve: 3:00pm & 5:00pm 
· Christmas Day: 8:00am & 9:30am 

When you start decorating your home 
for Christmas this Advent, consider 
ways that you can highlight your Jesus-
related decorations more prominently 
by shining a spotlight on your nativity 
scenes or hanging all your Christ-
centered ornaments toward the front 
of your Christmas tree. When you 
receive Christmas cards with Bible 
verses or images of the Christmas 
story on them, place those cards in 
areas of your home where they can be 
seen more readily - on your coffee 
table, kitchen counter or refrigerator 
door for example. 
©Creative Communications for the Parish 

 

Year end contribution 
envelopes for 2020 
need to be in the 
parish office no later 
than Tuesday, 
December 29th.  
 

Please note that if you give through 
WeShare, contributions take a few days 
to process. Please make sure that if 
you would like credit for 2020 that you 
give enough time to process. 

I have officially resigned/retired today 
as the music director at St. Mary By the 
Lake Parish in Racine. After 40+ years 
there, it is somewhat bittersweet to 
end my music ministry which has 
spanned 55 years, having begun at St. 
Patrick Parish on my 13th birthday. I 
will miss my parish friends there, as 
well as the dedicated members of the 
SMBL parish choir who have stuck by 
me for so many years! In closing, re-
member to keep a song in your heart 
and remember the power of music in 
your life.  
 

Jeff Rasmussen (11/26/2020)  

 

The Peace and Love of God 
 

After a very long and boring homily, the 
parishioners filed out of the church 
saying nothing to the pastor. Towards the 
end of the line was a thoughtful person 
who always commented on the homilies. 
 

“Father, today your homily reminded me 
of the peace and love of God!” 
 

The pastor was thrilled. “No one has ever 
said anything like that about my preaching 
before. Why did it remind you?” 
 

“Well, it reminded me of the peace of God 
because it surpassed all understanding, 
and the love of God because it endured 
forever!” 
©LPi  
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Ron Kroes 
Owner

(262) 

639-4627

4234 Douglas Ave., Racine 
Mon-Sun 9am-2am

3900 Erie Street
Racine, WI 53402

Phone: 262-639-2142
www.shopthepig.com

Erie 
Street

NO JOB IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL.  
WE DO THEM ALL!

 Local, friendly and on time!
6214 Douglas Ave. • Racine WI 53402 

 (262) 681-1886
Brian Ramczyk - Parishioner

Expires: 3/31/2021 
CH04

6220 WASHINGTON AVENUE (HWY. 20)
MT. PLEASANT, WI 53406
CALL US AT (262) 884-9474

RASMUSSENDIAMONDS.COM

Brakes, Suspension, Tune-Up, Engines, Exhaust 
Transmission, Diagnostics, Oil Change ... Full Service

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm & Sat. 8am-1pm

(262) 583-4040 
6156 Douglas Avenue, Racine 53402 

Se Habla Español

Strength through 
 Faith, Power  

through  
Community

262-635-9532

2302 Dekoven Ave, #A, Racine 
www.ricracine.org

Park Gardens Assisted 
Living & Memory Care
5321 Douglas Ave. 

Caledonia, WI
• Luxury Apartments 
• Chef Prepared Meals 
• Around the Clock Care Staff 
• Positive-Affirming Community 
• Caring, Compassionate Staff
Contact Samantha or Marquette
at (262) 898-4000 
to set a date Tour Date

We service, repair & replace 
all makes & models.

24/7 Emergency Calls
Emergency  262-672-9844

Office  262-538-2051

FREE 
Programmable 

PRO1-705
with any 

furnace install
(Must present coupon)

Hablamos Espanol

Matthew T. Larsen, DPM 
Thomas A. Paulick, DPM 

Annie Stroze, DPM

262-554-7004
3500 Meachem Rd., Racine, WI 53405 

www.footandanklespecialists.net

Contact Jeff Tkachuk to place an ad today! 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2513

 
 
Ed Pestka 
Realtor® ABR, SRES, CSRS, CRS

Cell: 262.497.6812 
Email: epestka@shorewest.com 
Web: edpestka.shorewest.com

We Provide Positive Results

EHO


