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The Nativity of the Lord. This 
first coming of Jesus is the 
promise that this Christ will 
come again. He is with us now— 
but also coming at some 
unknown time to complete all 
things in the perfect Reign and 
Kingdom of God.  Today we 
marvel over God’s good grace.  
• How will I behave with 

family and friends because 
Jesus Christ is with me and 
us today? 

 
Prayer: Lord, we pause here in 
the midst of the busyness and 
excitement of Christmas to 
thank You for coming low as a 
baby in a Bethlehem manger to 
rescue us from sin and to offer 
us salvation. Your gift to us is 
greater than any present 
wrapped and placed under a 
tree. We thank You and worship 
You and commit to seeking You 
first, this day, this season, this 
year. In Jesus’ name we pray, 
Amen.  

 Today is the day that 
we’ve all been waiting for. The 
day we can finally celebrate the 
arrival of the baby Jesus. For 
those of you who have been 
following along with the Advent 
wreath, all four of the outer 
candles representing hope, 
faith, joy and peace have 
already been lit. Each week as 
we light another candle the light 
gets brighter and brighter; the 
darkness receding to 
nothingness. Until today, 
Christmas Day, we haven’t been 
able to light the center candle; 
the Christ candle.   
 This candle is white to 
represent pure light and victory.  

02 

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY Dec 24 
3:00 PM 
5:00 PM 

Patricia Pratt  
Dave Downs  

SATURDAY Dec 25 9:00 AM Richard M. Schmidt 

SUNDAY Dec 26 9:00 AM Fritz & Elaine Frierdich 

MONDAY Dec 27 ———— ———————— 

TUESDAY Dec 28  12:10 AM Doris Jean Hilmes 

WEDNESDAY Dec 29 8:00 AM Emil & Cecelia Helfrich 

THURSDAY Dec 30 7:00 PM Norb Haake 

FRIDAY Dec 31 5:00 PM Walter Menner 

SATURDAY Jan 1 9:00 AM Richard M. Schmidt 

SUNDAY Jan 2 9:00 AM Al & Agnes Schaefer 

PRAYER & WORSHIP 

 THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 

TUES.  28 4:30 PM Quilting 

WED.  29 9:00 AM Quilting 

Due to early publication of the bulletin for 

Christmas, the contributions for the 18th & 

19th will be posted in next weeks bulletin.  

“I proclaim to you  
good news that brings  

great joy to all the people:  
Today your Savior is born  

in the city of David.  
He is Christ the Lord.”  

-Luke 2:10-11  

Holiday Mass Schedule  

Christmas Eve Children’s Mass 

(Held in the Parish Center) 

3:00PM  

Christmas Eve Mass 

(Held in the Parish Center) 

5:00PM  

Christmas Day  

(Held in the Church) 

9:00AM 

New Years Eve  

(Held in the Church) 

5:00PM  

New Years  Day  

(Held in the Church) 

9:00AM 

No Reservations necessary!   
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The light of the flickering candle 
flames reminds us who Jesus is: “In 
him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.” (John 1:4-5) 
 Today we can begin to 
imagine what life will be like when 
everything is made right once and 
for all. We can imagine a day when 
there is no more pain and suffering. 
A day when there is no more war, 
greed, violence, fear. A day when 
there is no more sickness, addiction, 
homelessness, abuse, loneliness. A 
day when there are no more broken 
families, broken dreams, broken 
hearts. A day when we can finally 
close down our ministries because 
everyone has a home. A day when 
our work is finished.  
https://www.torontohhs.org/2017/12/25/
christmas-day-is-here-2/ 

to the December Quilt-A-Rama 
winner Matthew O'Donnell (5 years 
old!) who was also the November 
winner! He is one lucky little boy!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. James Church 

2021 Landmark of the Year!   
St. James Church was awarded the 

Landmark of the Year award 

by the Millstadt Historical Society 

(MHS) for 2021!!  

The above picture of St. James 

Church is featured on the front of 

their 2022 Calendars that are now 

available for $14 each at the 

Millstadt IGA, Pharmacy or Library!  

Get yours today!  

ST. JAMES  

SCHOOL 

NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Break: 
Wednesday, December 22nd — 
Monday, January 3rd;  
Classes resume January 4th. 

 
PSR: There will be NO PSR class 
on Tuesday, December 28th. 

 
Athletic Association 

QUEEN OF HEARTS RAFFLE 
Drawing every Wed. at 7pm, sales 
end at 6:30pm. Held at Millpond 
Brewing 308 E. Washington St., 
Millstadt. Tickets are $1 and can be 
purchased any day of the week 
during Millpond’s hours of 
operation. All proceeds benefit the 
St. James Athletic Association.  

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 
PARISHIONER? 

Please call the Rectory  
at 618-476-3513 or fill out a  

form found at the back of  
church to register 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  

Wishing you and your family  

peace, health, happiness and prosperity  

in the coming year!  

From all of us at St. James Church,  

St. James School and the St. James ECC!  
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Jane CrawfordIMMACULATE CONCEPTION

210/01/19 NOON

111 N. Main St., Columbia, IL 62236
618-281-7100

www.conceptrealtors.com
618-977-7065

Managing Broker, SFR, PSA

Jane Crawford 
Owner

 

700 S Breese St 
in Millstadt

 
618-476-1133

2900 Frank Scott Parkway West 
 Suite 920-B, Belleville 

Stephen J. Clement • 234-7181

Copper Bend 
PHARMACY

• New & Pre-Owned Vehicles 
• Service Your Vehicle 

 
(618) 476-3051 
mertzford.com

Make it Simple! Make it Mertz!

Hot Water Extraction 
 Cleaning System

~ Eliminate Pet Odors 
~ Removes Spots & Stains
~ Environmentally friendly 
 with all Green Chemicals

Pam Horrell - owner

618-282-4314 Office 

618-615-2036 Cell

Horrell Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning

Hoffen 
Funeral Home

Millstadt, IL | 618-476-3111
 
• Traditional Funeral & Cremation Services 
• Pet Cremation Services 

• We Accept Pre-Arrangement Transfers

Elle Heiligenstein 
Owner, Funeral Director 

Catholic Owned and Operated 
- Serving the entire Metro-East -

“Come join us”

Columbus Club Pub, 114 West Oak St., 618-476-1861 
Open: 10 a.m. to 1 a.m. Daily

WE ARE OPEN

4741 Millstadt Council!

7 E. Mill Street, Millstadt, IL 62260 
618-476-1000
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509 Hamacher St, Ste 102, Waterloo, IL 62298
1000 Eleven South, Ste 2F, Columbia IL 62236
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Greg Mehochko 
Field Agent 
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Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Life Insurance • Long Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities 

Disability Income Insurance

Contact Brandy Stivers to place 
an ad today! 

bstivers@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2609


