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Ramblings of a Parish Priest: 

Dear Parishioners,  

  

It is my sincere hope and prayer that as you read this 
letter, our Church doors have been unlocked for you to 
come and pray privately in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament. I was so happy to hear that the Archdiocese 
was working on a plan to allow parishes to re-open! 
Since the first e-mails were sent with instructions, we 
began working hard here at St. Edward to make sure 
our doors would be among the first to be unlocked. As I 
write this letter on Monday, May 18, we are on track to 
be approved and certified so our doors can be 
unlocked the first possible day, May 23. This is due to 
the hard work of our parish staff, especially our Director 
of Communications, Margaret Hemma; our Building 
Engineer, Bill Joesel and our maintenance man, Nigel 
Rush.   

  

I’m also grateful to our parishioners who generously 
volunteered to be on our re-opening leadership team: 
Branka Nyberg, Tony Weyers, and Jon Asplund. We’re 
blessed that one of the seminarians, Juan Vargas, will 
stay with us all summer and one of his responsibilities 
will be over-seeing our re-opening procedures and 
volunteers. Speaking of volunteers, I’ve already had a 
generous outpouring of support from 26 parishioners 
offering to help serve as greeters and cleaners; but we 
need more help. Please stay tuned to our social media 
accounts and website for information on volunteering 
and how to sign up. We will need all the help we can 
get to keep our parish in line with the guidelines from 
the Archdiocese.   

  

Friends, it’s also important that we remain calm and 
patient during this time of transition. I hope I’m not the 
first to break it to you, but life will not return to “normal” 
any time soon. Two months of lockdown and hearing 
terrifying statistics from the media surrounding death 
and potentially fatal illness takes a toll on a culture. We 
need to remain vigilant and have reasonable 
expectations. Many of our neighbors will remain scared 
and fearful of their lives, others will not feel the need to 
be cautious, some will be angry at how slow society is 
moving, and there will be people who think we’re re-
opening too fast. We need to be patient with each 

other. We need to remember how Jesus dealt with 
opposition, He wasn’t afraid to speak the truth, yet He 
did so with love and respect for the other. Let’s keep in 
our minds that our neighbor is our sister or brother in 
Christ. We may disagree on how to handle the COVID-
19 pandemic, but we are still in this together and we 
need to help each other.   

  

First and foremost, we need to fix all our eyes on Hope: 
Jesus Christ. We need the Eucharist to be front and 
center in our lives. We need Jesus to be the king of our 
hearts! We need to open our Church doors and come to 
Him in the Eucharist! Even though we can’t celebrate 
Holy Mass or receive the Eucharist just yet, we can still 
come before Him in the tabernacle or the monstrance 
and feel His perfect and real presence in the Most Holy 
Eucharist.  

  

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, JESUS CHRIST IS 
RISEN FROM THE DEAD! His resurrected body is present 
and waiting for us in the tabernacle under the 
appearance of bread (and wine during Holy Mass). The 
Eucharist is Jesus Christ, risen from the dead! That is why 
He is our hope. That is why we shouldn’t fear death or 
suffering, because both lead us to eternal life with Christ! 
This is why our Church doors need to be open and why 
we’re working hard to open our doors as soon as the 
Archdiocese will let us. Our doors never should have 
closed! Praise God that we can open them and allow you, 
our parish family, to come see Hope face to face in the 
Eucharist and allow the peace of Christ to penetrate our 
hearts. Please be assured that when we re-open, we will 
be cautious and safe. You will find in this bulletin the 
guidelines for reopening and what you can expect when 
you come to pray here with us.   

  

Thank you for your patience, your understanding, your 
generous financial support, and most importantly your 
prayers.  

  

God Bless,  



 

 

 

 

   St. Edward Parish 

  Guidelines for Re-Opening 
 

The Archdiocese of Chicago, in cooperation with the Governor’s office and the Catholic Bishops Conference of Illinois, has created a training and 
certification process for parishes to re-open their doors for private prayer and the Sacraments. Below are the phases: 

 

Phase 1- After receiving approval from the Archdiocese, parishes can celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism, the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony, 

and Funeral Masses for groups of ten (10) or less. The earliest this phase can begin is May 23. 

 

Phase 1A- After receiving approval from the Archdiocese, parishes can open their doors for private prayer and Eucharistic Adoration. The 

earliest this phase can begin is May 23. 

 

Phase 2- After receiving approval from the Archdiocese, parishes can begin celebrating Holy Mass with a congregation. Capacity limits will be set 

by both the State of Illinois and the Archdiocese. There is no anticipated date for this phase to begin.  

 

Since this bulletin is due before we will receive our approval, it is our hope that as you read this we have been approved and our doors are  
unlocked. Either way, we will inform the parish via e-mail and social media when we are approved to re-open. Please be aware of the following 
guidelines when coming to St. Ed’s for prayer or a Sacrament: 

 

Everyone must wear a mask the whole time you’re inside the Church building.  

 

•Everyone who does not live in the same house must keep social distance (at least 
6ft) between each other.  

 

•Pews have been roped off to help with social distancing. Please only sit in pews 
that are open. We are asking one (1) person/household to sit in each pew.  

 

•You will find taped markings on the ground to help keep social distance when 
walking or processing in Church.  

 

•Everyone must enter the Church through the front doors off Sunnyside Ave. or the 
breezeway doors (accessed through the courtyard and off Sunnyside). All other 
doors will be locked from the outside. Once you are inside the Church, you will be 
asked to exit the door closest to your section. Signs will be posted to help you exit 
the correct door.  

 

•Hand sanitizer will be available in Church. 

 

What is the Archdiocese expecting of parishes in order to be approved to re-open? 

 

We must have a team of volunteers in place to welcome guests and make sure everyone is following the mandated guidelines listed above. 

We must have supplies and volunteers in place to clean and disinfect the Church throughout the day. The expectation is that a pew will be 
disinfected when the person leaves and before a new person arrives.  

We must have a core team of leaders in place who have received training from the Archdiocese.  

 

Here at St. Edward, we have met these criteria PLUS we have been cleaning/disinfecting the Church on a regular basis for years. Our building 
maintenance staff, under the watchful care of Bill Joesel, has been keeping our campus clean and safe for years. Everyone will  remain safe here 
at St. Edward. If you have any questions, please contact Fr. Dominic in the rectory.  

 

• 



 

 

   

Eve 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Pray for the sick of our  
parish family: 
Roger Africa 
Nathan Devan Arceo 
Mary Anne Asakura 
Dorothy Decker 
William Finkenstadt 
Fr. Erwin Friedl, 
Henry Hammersten  
Agnes Keresztes   
Elizabeth Rose Lyuksemburg 
Gloria Mercado 
Herminia Muzikar 
Burton Newman 
Richard Pasierbowicz 
Margaret Pitts 
Victoria Valenziano Schart  
Lourdes Vidal 
Tim Weyers 

 
 
 
 
 

 and those serving our   
country: 
Juan Hernandez 
Collin John Jones 
1st Lt. Randall Kester 
Craig Lensegrav,  
Ryan C. Loy 
Daniel McCright 
Joselito R. Mercado 
Shane Murray 
Sean Mayerbock 
Sean O’Connor 
Gretel Ypil, Odon 
Matthew Olker 
Danny Oresky,  
Gavin Sustek SFC 
Edward Swartz 
Danielle Ulrich 
Rachel Vega 
Brian West 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Saturday, May 23 
Vigil:  The Ascension of the Lord  
12:00PM       †Theresa Clemente 

                       Deniz Family 

                       Sebastian Zarate 

                       Antonio Cabilao 

                       †Hazel Yanos 

 

Sunday, May 24  
The Ascension of the Lord 
11:00PM      †Josh Lawrence 

                       Felipa Deniz 

                       Paula Lopez 

                        Antonio Cabilao 

 

Monday, May 25 
Saints Bede, Gregory &  
Mary Magdalene de Pazzi 
12:00PM       †Edward Gilbert 

                       †Cesar Acar 

          

Tuesday, May 26 
Saint Philip Neri 
12:00PM       †Jim Lee 
                      All Souls 
                           

Wednesday, 27 

Saint Augustine   

12:00PM       †Mateo Baldrias 

  

Thursday, May 28 

12:00PM     †Catheime Wall 

          †Special Intention 

                     Jadwiga Tomaszewski 
 

Friday, May 29 
12:00PM       †Stanley J. Wilkos 

 

Saturday, May 30 
Vigil:  Pentecost 
12:00PM      †Rev. Anthony Talarico                                        

                          †Lucena C. Copre 

Sunday, 31  
Pentecost 
11:00PM       †Norah Greene 

                      †Patricia Halter 

                        

      

 

"No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down 
one's life for one's 
friends." Christians are 
no strangers to sacrifice. 
Jesus lays down his life 
for our redemption, 
martyrs remain faithful 
to the end, and every 
believer faces "deaths" 
in the spiritual life when 
love requires a re-
ordering of preference 
and priority. 

On Memorial Day, we 
honor those who laid 
down their lives for their 
nation and for the 
values we espouse - 
freedom, justice, and a 
better world for our 
children. In a day that 
often fills with 
barbeques and boat 
launches, remember to 
take some time in 
prayer! Intercede for 
those who have died 
and for the loved ones 
they left behind, and 
pray for peace on earth. 
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Jennifer L. Kanik 

Law Offices of Terrence Kennedy, Jr. 

Specializing in REAL ESTATE TAX APPEALS 

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

312-641-0100 | jkanik@kennedytaxappeals.com 
Parishioner - Class of 2000

Contact Jeff Tkachuk to place an ad today! 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2513

TOHLE FUNERAL HOME
4325 W. LAWRENCE AVE. AT LOWELL 
Serving St. Edward’s Parish Since 1940 
Pre-Need Funeral Planning Available 
PH (773) 685-4400 • tohlefuneralhome.com 
Kenneth C. Halter, Director

 
1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL
Call for a free estimate 847-266-1295

www.divincipainters.com

Pete’s Automotive Inc. 
Special/Oil • Lube • Filter
All Services & Repairs 
Foreign & Domestic

Towing & Snow Plowing
773-725-3030

5413 W Higgins ASE Certified

 
Maribel Tirado - Portrait Photographer 

(773) 505-2631 
m.tirado.photography@gmail.com 

mtiradophotography.com 
facebook: @m.tiradophotography

G.H. Carlson
Concrete, Inc.

CEMENT CONTRACTOR

Garrett Carlson
773-895-5615

MIKE SALADINO
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER

773.459.1119
mike@saladinosells.com
SaladinoSells.com

As an affiliate of Homes for Heroes, 
directly back to my 
Hero clients { Military, 
Law Enforcement, 
Healthcare, EMS, 
Firefighter, Teacher } 
at closing.

OF MY GROSS 
25%
COMMISSION

I will rebate

T H E

SELLS TEAM

TOP PRODUCER 
TEAM 
2015-20172017-2018 TOP PRODUCER TEAM

 
Asbestos Abatement

Lead Abatement
Mold Remediation
Interior Demolition

Mechanical Insulation
Construction

6640 99th Pl. • Chicago Ridge, IL 
P 708-442-5823

www.celticenvironmental.com

GPG & Associates 
 LLP, CPAs 

Tax and  
Accounting Services

4744 N. Kostner Ave. 

(773) 481-2401 (Ask for Jose)

 
10% DISCOUNT  

for St. Edward Parishioners

BRIAN R. LANGOWSKI, D.D.S. 
GENERAL DENTISTRY 

HOURS BY  
APPOINTMENT 

Eves & Saturdays Available 
 

4445 N. Elston 
(773) 736-3442

Children & Adults

Buying or Selling Property?

Call Pat McLoughlin at Coldwell Banker

(815) 693-6908
Long time St. Ed’s Parishioner


