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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

Our Western culture has been slipping deeper and deeper 
into secularism (the absence of God) for a long time. We 
see this first and foremost on display in movies, television, 
music, theatre, etc. Celebrities and storytellers continue to 
showcase the “excitement” of a secular lifestyle. 
Secularism is an attempt to achieve happiness apart from 
God. Those who are entrenched in secularism chase 
wealth, pleasure, power, and honor. Secular people who 
chase these four things will stop at nothing to achieve 
them, and since God has been removed from the 
equation completely, there’s no true moral compass that 
will lead to the Truth (found only in and through God). 

 

For example, it was the pursuit of freedom and happiness 
that led our nation’s founders to this land from their 
original countries. It was their chasing after wealth, 
pleasure, power, and honor that made them steal land 
and murder the natives; it made them enslave other 
human beings; it made them persecute those who didn’t 
agree, and the list goes on. We see more recent examples 
of secularism from those who violently riot in our 
communities; the blatant disregard for human life; 
silencing (via un-friending/following or defaming publicly 
another person) and persecuting those who disagree with 
us, and the list goes on.  

 

Secularism is at the root of these awful actions that we 
witness too many people making. By removing God from 
their life and the lives of others, it takes the focus off the 
human family and places sole focus on one human person 
or one specific group of human persons. Nothing 
exclusive is rooted in love, who is God. Love creates and 
evil destroys. Love unites and evil divides. Secularism is 
evil, which means it will divide and destroy. When Love, 
who is God, is at the center of our lives and our main focus, 
there will never be division. All will be one as the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit are one. 

 

The great Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI once said: 
“Deprived of their reference to God, humans cannot 
respond to the fundamental questions that trouble and 
will always trouble their heart concerning the end of their  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
life. Human destiny without reference to God cannot 
but be the desolation of anguish, which leads to 
desperation. Only in reference to God’s Love which is 
revealed in Jesus Christ can humans find the meaning 
of their existence and live in hope, even if we must face 
evils that injure our personal existence and the society 
in which we live.” (Visit to Pontifical Gregorian 
University, November 3, 2006) 

 

No one will deny that our culture, specifically American 
culture, has flaws and our systems we created have 
injustices that need reform. Secularism is the reason for 
our cultural flaws and broken systems. Sure, our money 
may say “In God We Trust” and our founding 
documents have God’s name all over them; but our 
nation has been perusing great ideals in an age of 
secularism for a long time. It must stop!  

 

In my upcoming bulletin articles, I will be focusing on 
the lives of the saints and how their pursuit of truth, 
justice, and freedom was achieved victoriously because 
they avoided a secular mentality and focused solely on 
Jesus Christ and proclaiming the Gospel: Jesus Christ is 
risen from the dead! These are saints who never divided 
or destroyed, they only created unity and peace. Their 
ministries were grounded in Love, who is God. If we 
don’t start doing the same, then we’re doomed to fail. 
Without God, there will never be true justice, peace, 
unity, or truth.  

 

In Christ, 

 

Ramblings of a Parish Priest: 
 Check out more at www.frdominic.com 
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St. Edward Parish, 
like all parishes of 
the Archdiocese of 
Chicago, is 
participating in an 
effort of renewal. 
Some may ask, 
“why now?” since 
we have just 
reopened, there is 

still a great deal of concern for 
people’s well-being and we are 
focused on healing the racial 
injustice in our city and country. The 
most honest answer is that the 
opportunity for renewal is ever-
present and is perhaps more 
important now than ever.  
 
When we look at the signs of the 
time, what do we see? A culture 
more ambivalent toward religion; 
declining faith participation of 
younger generations; Mass 
attendance in our archdiocese that 
has decreased by 27% over the past 
20 years; across the U.S., 2 in 5 
children baptized are not confirmed; 
and, 85% of children that are 
confirmed stop practicing their faith 
by age 21. In many quarters of our 
society, Christian morality, once the 
norm, is pushed aside. The  
consequences are all around us:  
breakdown of families, disregard for 
innocent life and human dignity,  
violence in our communities,  
addictions, depression, loneliness 
and despair. For many of us, we see 
this in our own families and 
neighborhoods, brokenness and 
separation from the life of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Now, consider the actual words, 
“renew my church.”  
 
What a wonderful gift we have as  
Jesus invites us to renew His Church. 
The Lord of the universe speaks 
these words to us just as he spoke 
them to the saints before us. Finally, 
we have the word Church. It seems 
like a tall order to renew the Church. 
Isn’t that someone else’s job? Our 
own little parish, maybe. But the 
whole Church? Yes. And we will, 
because renewal always, always, 
always begins within our own hearts. 
 

To be clear, Renew My Church is 
much bigger than anything we’ve 
ever done in the Archdiocese of  
Chicago. It is a faithful response to  
Christ’s call to renew His Church, a  
journey that is both spiritual (to  
re-encounter Jesus Christ as 
disciples and parish communities) 
and structural (to ensure our 
parishes have adequate resources 
for vitality).  
 

Through Renew My Church 
initiatives, the Archdiocese will re-
commit our local Church to our 
gospel commission to make 
disciples, build vital communities of 
faith and inspire witness to bring the 
light and hope of Christ to a world in 
need. These mission imperatives 
guide all that we do in and through 
the spiritual and structural efforts of 
renewal. 
 
One initiative of Renew My Church is 
focused on increasing the vitality of 
our local communities. Cardinal 
Cupich has asked your parish to 
come together with the other 
parishes in your grouping to start a 
process of reflection, discernment, 
and planning to consider how you 
can collaborate and combine 
resources so that you are better 
equipped to bring Jesus Christ to 
the world today. 
 
Let’s acknowledge up front that 
change is not always easy, and  
renewal can be stressful. For a lot of 
parishes, this renewal means some 
form of structural change, such as 
uniting with another parish. For 
others, it will be painful with the  
closure of a church.  
 
But something new is needed. 
Despite the valiant and beautiful 
efforts of so many pastors, lay 
leaders and ministry leaders, fewer 
and fewer people are encountering 
Jesus and experiencing him in 
parish community. Change we 
must, and it will involve frank  
discussions and some hard decisions 
to help all of our parishes invest in 
new ways of spreading the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.  
 

Over the course of the year, your  
parish is going to work with Our 
Lady of Mercy, Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, and Resurrection parishes as 
part of a group to discuss, share, 
pray, and discern what the best 
structures and forms of 
collaboration are to create a 
sustainable, vibrant and vital 
Catholic presence in your area.  
 
Renewal always begins within our 
own hearts. As hearts are opened to 
the renewal process, we’re asking 
you to pray the special Prayer for 
Renewal (below) throughout the 
upcoming months. We invite you to 
reflect upon each line of this prayer 
slowly and deliberately. Thousands 
of people across our Archdiocese 
and beyond are praying these words 
on behalf of your local Church. Allow 
this to become your prayer, as well. 
 
Please reach out with any questions 
and feel free to visit 
RenewMyChurch.org to learn more 
about the vision for renewal in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. 
 
Lord Jesus, you speak to us today, 
as you spoke to holy men and 
women who have gone before us. 
In every age and in our own time, 
you call to us and say: Renew My 
Church. Pour out the gift of your 
Holy Spirit upon us, and so enable 
us 
    to hear you clearly 
    to listen to each other attentively 
    to imagine our future boldly 
    to discern your direction wisely 
    to persevere in your holy will 

courageously 
    to stay together in charity 
    to surrender our own plans  
    readily 
    to embrace the greater good 
    to hand on your gifts to future   

generations. 
May we remain in the holy 
company of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the apostles, and all the 
saints. May their example and 
presence  inspire us with patient 
confidence in the work of your 
grace. We ask this of you who live 
and reign with the Father in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
forever and ever. Amen 

From the Archdiocese 

Renew My Church: What is it? Why are we doing it? 
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Youth Group is open to all teenagers in grades 8 -12. During the COVID-19 
restrictions, our regular gatherings are held on Zoom. See below for our 
schedule.  

Sunday, July 12 - Zoom Bible Study, 7:00-8:00 pm  

                      *Service Week – July 20-24* 

Sunday, August 2 - Zoom Bible Study, 7:00-8:00 pm  

Sunday, August 9 - Zoom Bible Study, 7:00-8:00 pm  

Sunday, August 16 - Zoom Bible Study, 7:00-8:00 pm  

Sunday, August 23 - Zoom Bible Study, 7:00-8:00 pm  

 

 
 
 
REGISTER NOW  
FOR FAMILY FAITH 
FORMATION!  
 
 
Family Faith Formation 
registration is now open. 
Returning families, please contact 
Fr. Dom or Sue in the rectory 
office to update your information.  

New families,  can register online 
at www.stedparish.org. Look for 
the “Education” tab under “More” 
and click Family Faith Formation. 

 
 *This is the required formation 
program for children not enrolled 
in St. Edward School looking to 
receive a Sacrament at St. 
Edward.  Children must receive a 
minimum of two consecutive 
years of formation before 
receiving the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation, First Holy 
Communion, and Confirmation.  

 

 

Sown 
†  

 

“The seed sown on rich soil is 

the one who hears the word 

and understands it.” 

 

Matthew 13:23 

 



 

15th Sunday  In Ordinary Time                                                                                                                        July 12 , 2020 | Page 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pray for the sick of our parish 
family: 
 
Roger Africa 
Mary Lou Agronomoff 
Nathan Devan Arceo 
Mary Anne Asakura 
William Finkenstadt 
Fr. Erwin Friedl, 
Henry Hammersten  
Agnes Keresztes   
Frances Krull 
Elizabeth Rose Lyuksemburg 
Gloria Mercado 
Burton Newman 
Richard Pasierbowicz 
Margaret Pitts 
Victoria Valenziano Schart  
Lourdes Vidal 

 
 
 

And those serving our 
country: 
 
Juan Hernandez 
Collin John Jones 
1st Lt. Randall Kester 
Craig Lensegrav,  
Ryan C. Loy 
Daniel McCright 
Joselito R. Mercado 
Shane Murray 
Sean Mayerbock 
Sean O’Connor 
Gretel Ypil, Odon 
Matthew Olker 
Danny Oresky,  
Gavin Sustek SFC 
Edward Swartz 
Danielle Ulrich 
Rachel Vega 
Brian West 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 11 
Vigil:  15th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
4:30PM     †Jimmy Nolan 

  
Sunday, July 12 
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00AM    †Rev. Anthony M. Talarico 

10:30AM   †Jose Wy 
          †Carole Bruton                                      
                  
Monday, July 13 
Saint Henry 
8:15AM     †Carole Bruton 

                                       
Tuesday, July 14 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 
8:15AM      †Virginia Schwegel 
                                           

Wednesday, July 15 

Saint Bonaventure 
8:15AM     †Norah G. Brennan 

  

Thursday, July 16 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
8:15AM     †Jimmy Nolan 

  

Friday, July 17 
8:15M        †Bernice Wauters 

  

Saturday, July 18 
Vigil:  16th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
8:15AM     †Angela Kull 

4:30PM     Marty & Carol Lane 
                       50th Wedding Anniv. 

                  †Daniel Shrake 
  

Sunday, July 19 
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00AM    †Jimmy Nolan 
                  †Vicky Gaskill 
 
10:30AM   †Francis Dolan    
                         
                  

 

 Stay In Touch 
 

Parish office 
4350 W. Sunnyside Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60630 
(773) 545-6496 

Mon.- Fri. 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Sat.  & Sun.  By Appointment 
 
 
Pastor 
 Fr. Dominic M. Clemente, Jr. 
 FrClemente@stedparish.org 
 
Retired & In Residence 

Fr. James P. McIlhone 
Fr. Joseph C. Taylor 
Fr. James Kehoe 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Fr. Michael J. Cronin 
 
Communications/Development 

Margaret Hemma 
Margaret@stedparish.org 
  
Director of Music Ministry 

Richard Schwegel 
Richard@stedparish.org 
  
Parish Secretary 

Suzanne Rissetto 
SueRisssetto@stedparish.org 
  
Bookkeeper 

Donna Borman 
Business Office@stedparish.org 
 
On-Line 
Website:    www.stedparish.org 
Facebook: @StEdParish 
Instagram: @StEdParish 
 
School 
(773) 736-9133 
4343 W. Sunnyside Ave.  
Chicago, IL 60630 
                                                                                             
Sara Lasica, Principal 
principal@stedwardschool.com 
Cathy McGill, Secretary 
office@stedwardschool.com 
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June 2020 Total Budget Variance 

June Sundays/ 

Holy Days 
$ 32,130.74 $ 32,000.00     130.74 

Sundays/Holy Days  

YTD (thru June 2020) 
$360,603.89 410,000.00 <49,396.11> 

Easter YTD $ 17,731.00 $ 24,450.00 < 6,719.00> 

    

12th Century 
Feast Day – July 16 

 

We celebrate the Carmelites with 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel! Well-

known Carmelites include St. Teresa 

of Avila, St. John of the Cross and 

St. Therese of Lisieux – all of whom 

were powerhouses of spiritual 

writing.  

Mount Carmel, which juts out into 

the Mediterranean near Haifa, Israel, 

has been considered a sacred place 

since the prophet Elijah built an altar 

there in his contest with the prophets 

of Baal. The Carmel headland is 

traditionally associated with the 

beginnings of the Carmelite order 

around 1195, when a group of lay 

hermits formed a community there. 

Mary had been honored there as 

early as the fifth century, and by the 

12th century Mount Carmel had 

become a site of Marian devotion. 

The Carmelites chose Mary as their 

protectress and dedicated their 

oratory on Mount Carmel to her. Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel is the patron 

of Bolivia and Chile. This Marian 

feast became an optional memorial 

in the Revised Roman Calendar of 

1969. 

Thank you to everyone who has signed up for Online Giving or mailed in donations 
through the envelopes. We are grateful for your continued support of St. Edward 
Parish during this time of COVID-19!  

We Continue to Live-Stream  

Daily on YouTube 

Women & Men  
of Faith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rose Kuhn - $200; Edgardo Copre - $100;  

Jill Brobson - $75.00 

 

$50 Winners 

Michelle Zetek - Kris Jozwik -  

Ron & Adreen Dasko - Branka Nyberg -  

 Minarik Family -  

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  

JUNE STEP CLUB WINNERS 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
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I/we would like to:   

  Make a Donation of $_______________ to make our church accessible.    I wish to remain anonymous.    

  In memory of ______________________________  In honor of __________________________________  

Name: _________________________________________________________________   

Address: ________________________________________________________ Phone: _______________________  

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________ Email: _______________________________________ 

Enclosed is my check made payable to St. Edward Church for  $ ________________.     

 Charge my credit card for  $ _______________.         MasterCard      Visa      Discover      AMEX 

 Name on card: ___________________________________________________ Expiration Date _____ / ______   

 

 Card # ____ ____ ____ ____   ____ ____ ____ ____   ____ ____ ____ ____   ____ ____ ____ ____  Code (on back of card) ____________ 

St. Edward Church is a 501c3 organization and your donation is tax deductible. 

St. Edward is blessed in so many ways by the people who make up our community of faith, yet, we have 

an entire population who cannot experience our community due to the lack of accessibility. Adding an 

elevator to our church is a sign that truly ALL ARE WELCOME to worship with us and be part of our 

community of faith. Please contribute to this important and life-changing project. For more information, 

PLEASE MAKE A DONATION TO THIS LIFE-CHANGING ADDITION TO OUR CHURCH.  

OUR GOAL 
is to make our church and 
gathering space accessible 
so that all who come can 

pray, celebrate, gather, and 
worship God in our 
Community of Faith. 

ST. EDWARD 

ELEVATOR 

APPEAL 
 

GOAL:             $600,000 

MATCH:          $300,000 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Edward Parish, Chicago, IL A 4C 01-2083

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

Jennifer L. Kanik 

Law Offices of Terrence Kennedy, Jr. 

Specializing in REAL ESTATE TAX APPEALS 

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

312-641-0100 | jkanik@kennedytaxappeals.com 
Parishioner - Class of 2000

TOHLE FUNERAL HOME
4325 W. LAWRENCE AVE. AT LOWELL 
Serving St. Edward’s Parish Since 1940 
Pre-Need Funeral Planning Available 
PH (773) 685-4400 • tohlefuneralhome.com 
Kenneth C. Halter, Director

 
1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL
Call for a free estimate 847-266-1295

www.divincipainters.com

Pete’s Automotive Inc. 
Special/Oil • Lube • Filter
All Services & Repairs 
Foreign & Domestic

Towing & Snow Plowing
773-725-3030

5413 W Higgins ASE Certified

 
Maribel Tirado - Portrait Photographer 

(773) 505-2631 
m.tirado.photography@gmail.com 

mtiradophotography.com 
facebook: @m.tiradophotography

G.H. Carlson
Concrete, Inc.

CEMENT CONTRACTOR

Garrett Carlson
773-895-5615

MIKE SALADINO
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER

773.459.1119
mike@saladinosells.com
SaladinoSells.com

As an affiliate of Homes for Heroes, 
directly back to my 
Hero clients { Military, 
Law Enforcement, 
Healthcare, EMS, 
Firefighter, Teacher } 
at closing.

OF MY GROSS 
25%
COMMISSION

I will rebate

T H E

SELLS TEAM

TOP PRODUCER 
TEAM 
2015-20172017-2018 TOP PRODUCER TEAM

 
Asbestos Abatement

Lead Abatement
Mold Remediation
Interior Demolition

Mechanical Insulation
Construction

6640 99th Pl. • Chicago Ridge, IL 
P 708-442-5823

www.celticenvironmental.com

GPG & Associates 
 LLP, CPAs 

Tax and  
Accounting Services

4744 N. Kostner Ave. 

(773) 481-2401 (Ask for Jose)

 
10% DISCOUNT  

for St. Edward Parishioners

BRIAN R. LANGOWSKI, D.D.S. 
GENERAL DENTISTRY 

HOURS BY  
APPOINTMENT 

Eves & Saturdays Available 
 

4445 N. Elston 
(773) 736-3442

Children & Adults

Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683

In Loving Memory of

Pat McLoughlin

Long Time St Eds Parishioner


